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FROM THE PUBLISHER 


Welcome to the premiere edition of the Notre Dame Football Preview 
magazine. 

Annually we will report on the state of Notre Dame football. Campus 
Communications has a unique concept. We take the term ‘special interest” 
seriously. Through extensive market research lasting one second, our research 
and development department concluded that Notre Dame football is a 
“special interest” to a few people. Three, five, 10 or even 25 pages ina 
national preview annual is not enough to satiate the Notre Dame fan. There- 
fore, we go cover to cover for the Gold and Blue. We know it’s more than a 
special interest; for many, Notre Dame football is a way of life. 

As is our hallmark, we bring you the best writers and photographers that 
are available. Staffers from newspapers from South Bend to Indianapolis to 
Chicago offer the inside word on the ’89 Fighting Irish. 

Appropriately, Coach Holtz starts things off with a lengthy exclusive 
interview with our editor, Mike Poorman. 

That's only the beginning. An L.A. Raiders beat writer talks to Tim Brown 
and Steve Beuerlein (page 38). The Pennsylvania sportswriter who covered 
Ricky Watters and Rocket Ismail as prep stars tells of their Keystone state 
roots (page 80). Joe Terranova, the best and funniest recruit expert around, 
details the highly-touted Irish recruiting effort. Sid Hartman, sports editor of 
the Minneapolis Star-Tribune, offers a different view of Lou Holtz. Brent 
Musburger of CBS recalls the classic 1966 Notre Dame-Michigan State game 
on page 46. And we went to All-Sport USA, the same folks who shoot many 
of Sports Illustrated's covers, to get that perfect cover shot of Tony Rice. 

Of course, the question on everyone's mind is, “Can Notre Dame Repeat?” 
Herb Gould of the Chicago Sun-Times answers that question on page 58. Bill 
Bilinski of the South Bend Tribune provides the inside scoop on “How Holtz 
Did It,” on page 110. Both Herb and Bill have books out on the national 
championship season. 

Believe it or not, the Irish can improve upon their record of 1988. With the 
Kickoff Classic and an almost-certain postseason bow] appearance to boot, 
they could go 13-0. Take note of our opponent previews, beginning on page 


Whether you picked up your Preview at the airport in Boston or Los 
Angeles or had it delivered to you in Europe or even bought one at a conven- 
ience store in Pittsburgh, I hope we provided you some insight into the state 
of Notre Dame football. Things do look golden in the home of the Dome. As 
Beano Cook says on page-43, Notre Dame “‘is in a position to win a national 
title three out of every four years.” 

A special thanks to John Heisler, Notre Dame's sports information director, 
for his guidance in preparing the Preview. 

Annually, we will be here reporting and previewing. Keep in touch by 
calling us at 1-800-635-6331 and join our mailing list. Notre Dame fans are so 
spread all over the world that our toughest job is getting this magazine in 
your hands. See you same time next year. 


“eas 


ABOUT THIS MAGAZINE: Campus Communications is an independent publishing 
company based in Baltimore, Maryland. The 1989 Notre Dame Preview is distributed 
nationally in key newsstand locations and by mail order, In addition to the Notre 
Dame Preview, Campus Communications publishes single school annuals covering 
Syracuse, Michigan State, Michigan and Penn State, as well as travel guides, tabloids 
and custom publications. 
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Publisher 
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Holtz is 
vociferous in 
making his 
opinion 
known, 
whether it's a 
referee ora 
player at the 
receiving end. 


ver at the far east corner of the 
Notre Dame campus, working dili- 
gently inside the football offices in 
Joyce Athletic and Convocation 
Center, is the man chiefly responsible for the 
Fighting Irish’s return to the top: Lou Holtz. 

The architect of Notre Dame’s resurgence, 
Holtz joined an elite group of legendary Irish 
coaches when he directed his team to the na- 
tional championship in only his third season at 
Notre Dame. It’s a neat trick accomplished by 
predecessors Frank Leahy (1943), Ara 
Parseghian (1966) and Dan Devine (1977). The 
team’s 12-0 record for the 1988 season, which 
ended on Jan. 2, 1989, at the Fiesta Bowl witha 
34-21 win over West Virginia, was the best in 
Notre Dame's storied history. 

As the visitor walks into his office, Holtz 
rises from behind his desk to offer a handshake 
and a pleasant word. That done, Holtz, 52, 
settles into his oversized chair, which is em- 
bossed withan interlocking ND, and leans back. 
He alternates puffs on his pipe with swigs of 
Diet Coke. A large tin of tobacco sits at the 
corner of his desk. 

Initially, Holtz, who is wearing a light blue 
cardigan, appears as unassuming and reassur- 
ing as Mr. Rogers. His crooked, friendly smile, 
soft voice and relaxed nature seem to accent that 
point. Why, there's even a cute little Lou Holtz 


doll in the display case located behind his desk. 
You can almost see him on the “Tonight Show,” 
sitting comfortably next to Johnny, cracking 
jokes and doing magic tricks. 

But don't be fooled. Mr. Holtz is a focused, 
successful disciplinarian who lives in a very 
elite neighborhood. He is among the best college 
football coaches today; his 141 wins (against 75 
losses and five ties) in 19 seasons as a head coach 
rank him 10th among all active coaches. Notre 
Dame is his sixth —and most probably final — 
stop on the head coaching trail. He rejuvenated 
programs at William & Mary (13-20), North 
Carolina State (33-12-3), Arkansas (60-21-3) 
and Minnesota (10-12), and left them in better 
condition than when he arrived. Fourteen of his 
teams played in postseason bowls and nine 
completed the season ranked in the Top 20. He 
gave pro football a shot in 1976, but a 3-10 
record with the New York Jets convinced him 
the college ranks were where he belonged. 

From the day he was hired — Nov. 27,1985 
— Lou Holtz has belonged at Notre Dame. The 
two are perfectly suited. Notre Dame believes in 
academics, integrity and honesty. So does Holtz. 
And with those values in mind, he led the 
Fighting Irish to their 11th national champion- 
ship in just three seasons. 

After losing five games bya total of 14 points 
in 1986, Notre Dame returned to the Top 20 in 
1987 with an 8-4 record and a Cotton Bowl 
appearance. Last season, the turnabout was 
complete. Led by Tony Rice, Frank Stams, Andy 
Heck, Michael Stonebreaker and countless oth- 
ers, the Irish fought their way through a mine- 
field of a schedule, knocking off such opponents 
as Michigan, Southern Cal and Miami on their 
way toa perfect record and ND’s first dozen win 
season. 

Holtz’s magic didn’t go unnoticed; everyone 
from CBS Sports to United Press International 
to the Weekly Reader, it seemed, named him 
Coach of the Year. Indeed, it was an impressive 
performance. Not only by Holtz, but the entire 
Notre Dame staff and team. 

Although this day is five months after the 
Trish's last game, Holtz has not had a chance to 
truly relax since then. Recruiting, spring prac- 
tice and scores of appearances and interviews 
have seen to that. And although Holtz appears 
a bit tired, he seems not much worse for the 
wear. In a wide-ranging interview, he is funny 
(winking often at his humorous asides and an- 
ecdotes) and insightful. 

The coach is upset, briefly, when the issue of 
redshirting, a widespread collegiate practice 
that Notre Dame has tenaciously and admirably 
shunned, is raised. He is emphatic in pointing 
out such practices are not part of his program, 
that all requests originate with the individual 
student-athlete. Such requests are handled 
throughan independent Athletic Council, which 
in 1989 granted a fifth year to seven seniors: 
three reserves (Tom Gorman, Steve Belles, Pete 
Graham), three players who started at last two 
games in ’88 (D’Juan Francisco, Mike Brennan 
and Pat Eilers) and an incumbent team captain 
(Ned Bolcar). 

But it is clear and obvious that Notre Dame 
isa special placeand Holtz knows it. The two are 
a perfect match. That's clear and obvious, too, 
and will continue to be so for a long time. 
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NOTRE DAME PREVIEW: Have you 
had an opportunity to really relax and re- 
flect since Jan. 2? 

LOU HOLTZ:I really haven’t. At Notre 
Dame you really don’t get a chance to relax 
at all during the spring or summer, This 
spring isn’t really different from previous 
springs. One year seems to run into the 
next, without much of a chance to getaway 
and rehabilitate your mind and your body. 
It has been very, very hectic. 

ND PREVIEW: Is there anything you've 
done in the past or plan on doing that 
recharges your batteries once spring prac- 
tice is over? 

HOLTZ: There are things Id like to do, 
butI don’t geta chance todo them. The only 
thing Ido when the season’s over, or when 
recruiting’s over or when spring practice's 
over, is open up my calendar and suitcase 
at the same time. 

ND PREVIEW: Is there any one special 
thing that has happened asa direct result of 
winning the national championship? 

HOLTZ: I have not seen many benefits 
from winning the national championship, 
other than the volume of mail has gotten 
larger — and we always get a lot of mail 
around here anyway. 

There is that feeling, that satisfaction of 
setting a goal and achieving that goal. The 
only satisfaction that I’ve derived is mental 
satisfaction. Other than that, I’m just as 
ugly...1 haven’t gained any muscles or 
anything. Nothing has changed in my life. 

ND PREVIEW: Much was made that 
your weight changed last season, that you 
lost a good deal of weight... 

HOLTZ: Well, I got that weight back. I 
just lost more weight last year than I ever 
had during football previously. Pound- 
wise, it wasn’t very much, but percentage- 
wise it was a tremendous amount. 

ND PREVIEW: As someone with a B.A. 
in history, what do you know or what have 
you read that can apply to where you are 
now, coming off a national championship 
season? 

HOLTZ: I was a history major, and I 
enjoy military and naval history in particu- 
lar. But I think, like most people, we're all 
more interested in making history than 
reading it. 

Tread as muchas I can, but I usually end 
up reading the same books over and over. 
One of the first books I read in the offseason 
was John Wooden’s “They Call Me Coach.” 
If anybody knows more about difficulties 
about bringing a team back a second time, 
it would be John Wooden. I read Woody 
Hayes’ “You Win With People,” Sun Tzu’s 
“The Art of War,” Frank Leahy's “Shake 
Down the Thunder” — all which I read 
before. 

So, you read and try to think aboutitand 
understand what you read. You also think 
back about your own experiences. But this 
is a new experience for me. I’ve never been 
on top before. I’m not Barry Switzer or Joe 
Paterno. 

ND PREVIEW: You also havea master’s 
degree in education. How, as a teacher on 
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and off the field, are you able to take the 
team through the transition of celebrating 
being No. 1 to looking ahead to a new 
season, a new lesson? 


= 
“Last year was great, it 
was wonderful to win. 
And that’s why you 
have scrapbooks. 
But that’s over.” 


HOLTZ: 1 think coaching is nothing more 
than teaching. You can describe coaching 
as eliminating the mistakes before they 
happen ina game. 

How good a teacher you are will be de- 
termined by how successful you are. It 
doesn’t matter how much knowledge you 
have if you can’t impart it to the students. 

I feel one of the primary obligations of 
the head football coach is to create an envi- 
ronment where your assistant coaches can 
be outstanding teachers. 

There are 80 teams in the country right 
now that are coming off good spring prac- 
tices and they all think they have a good 
chance to be No. 1. Notre Dame is one of 
them. You don’t worry about a national 
championship, you shouldn’teven contem- 
plate it, until you get to your ninth or 10th 
game. It’s ridiculous for anybody to think 
about it any earlier than that. 

All we're going to try to dois be the best 
team that we can be, and be the best players 
that we can be, and be the best people that 
we can be. That’s just been our approach. 

Say you havea horse race, and the horse 
wins a mile race by two lengths and there’s 
another race the next week. Now correct 
meifl’m wrong, butI don’tbelieve he starts 
out two lengths ahead. He goes in the gate 
like everyone else and starts from the same 
spot as everyone else. 

I don’t think it’s much different with a 
football team. Not that we’re the favorite, 
because this team hasn’tdoneanything yet. 
This football team is simply training and 
getting ready for a new race. If you happen 
to break on top and you're ahead by a 
length at the quarter pole with three-quar- 
ters ofa mile togo, youcan’t get real excited 
and try to cash your ticket. 

Last year was great, it was wonderful to 
win. And that’s why you have scrapbooks. 
But that’s over. It’sa different world now, a 
different football team. We'll approach it 
like we did last year—we'll play as hard as 
we can, aS well as we can. 

ND PREVIEW: Is it too early to tell if the 
team has developed a new or different 
personality? 

HOLTZ: It's in the process of develop- 
ing one and there will be a new and rela- 
tively different personality. Will it be a 
positive one? That remains to be seen. But 
that personality doesn’t emerge in the 
spring, it only starts. 

But this team will have its own type of 
leadership, its own personality, its own 


charisma. I don’t expect it to be like last 
year’s squad because it will have different 
leaders, a different chemistry. I expect that. 

In coaching, you can only evaluate a 
team after the season. I don’t think you can 
evaluate a team before the season. I’m nota 
prognosticator. Mother never would buy 
mea Ouija board when I was small. 

ND PREVIEW: Inevaluating what Tony 
Rice accomplished last season,do you think 
that he'll get the kind of respect he deserves 
this season? 

HOLTZ: I don’tknowifhe’ll get the kind 
of respect he deserves. I don’t worry about 
that and I don’t think he does either. [ have 
a lot of respect for Tony Rice. 

Ithink he hada fine, fine season last year 
at quarterback. Tony and the football team 
got better as the season went along, and by 
the end of the year we were the best football 
team in the country. And Tony Rice cer- 
tainly had a lot to do with that. But what 
kind of year will he have this season? | 
don’t know. 

ND PREVIEW: Areyou thetypeofcoach 
who will campaign fora player like Tony to 
win the Heisman or put in a plug for your 
players to be All-Americans? Or do you 
prefer to remain in the background? 

HOLTZ: I’ve checked my job descrip- 
tion and it doesn’t include pushing a guy 
for the Heisman. The Heisman Trophy is a 
team award, We've had an individual win 
it. But there’s no way you can push some- 
one for it. We don’t put out pamphlets or 
publications about any one player. 

Weare going to be on TV, and Tony will 
get the exposure. If he’s the best player in 
the country, as judged by the people, they’Il 
vote for him. They aren’t going to vote for 
him because I say so. That would be the 
same as saying, “Let’s campaign to be No. 
1 in the country and put out brochures and 
talk aboutitall the time so thateven though 
we're 7-4, people will still vote for us.” You 
don't do it that way. You just go out and 
enjoy the game and don’t worry about any 
accolades that may lie ahead. 

ND PREVIEW: Enjoying the game. Is 
the fact that youare at Notre Dame, withall 
its tradition and fan interest, make it easier 
or more difficult? 

HOLTZ: Whether it’s Notre Dame or 
elsewhere, I would like to think that we will 
have fun playing the game of football. 

ND PREVIEW: Arethedemandson your 
time away from the field too much, espe- 
cially here at Notre Dame? Do they detract 
the enjoyment that you get from your job? 

HOLTZ: I’m happiest when I’m on the 
field. I know the players will be shocked to 
hear that. They may have to berevived after 
hearing that. But the happiest time of my 
day is when I’m on the field. I enjoy that. 

I enjoy being at Notre Dame, I enjoy 
what it stands for and representing Notre 
Dame. I enjoy the relationship with the 
people. And I enjoy very much talking 
about Notre Dame. But as outgoing as I 
may appear in some areas, I'm also very 
much of a quiet person. 

ND PREVIEW: Thereare only fivehome 
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games in 1989. What kind of impact does 
that have? 

HOLTZ: It’s mucheasier to win athome. 
It’s not just the fact that we have six games 
on the road and one at a neutral site, it’s 
who we're playing. 

Michigan was one of the five best teams 
in the country last year. And they return 18 
starters. 

Southern Cal was one of the five best 
teams in the country last year. And they 
return 19 starters. 

Miami was one of the five best teams in 
the country last year and I think they return 
17 starters. 

The University of Notre Dame returns 
16. We were the best team at the end of the 
year. We also were very lucky. Michigan 
missesa field goal in the last minute of play. 
Miamididn’t convert onthe two-point play. 
Westayed healthy. We didn’t have morale 
problems. We didn’t have many injuries. 
We got a lot of productivity and big plays 
from people. Tony Rice had an unbeliev- 
able season. Can he duplicate it? A lot of 
people don’t think he can. A lot of things 
fell in place. 

There are some things we can’t control. 
For instance, we realize that Penn State will 
be outstanding. I think Blair Thomas is the 
best back Ive seen in the last 10 years. And 
they always have a good offensive line and 
they’re very physical on defense and this 
year they’ll have their quarterback back. 

Pitt ought to be outstanding... 

ND PREVIEW: Pitt’s a real sleeper... 

HOLTZ: They’re no sleeper with us. I’ve 
never seen them sleep when they play us. I 
don’t know how people can call them a 
sleeper. Pitt will be tough. 

Virginia will have 19 starters back. That's 
a team that won its last five football games. 

Idon‘tknow how theschedule will work. 
Nor do I lay awake at night worrying about 
it. 

ND PREVIEW: How was the decision 
made to play in the Kickoff Classic? You 
were quoted one time as saying that when 
you felt comfortable with the team here you 
would consider playing in it. 

HOLTZ: What I said was, “When we 
deserve to play in the Kickoff Classic, we 
would consider it.” I felt that we should 
earn the right to go there, not go just be- 
cause we are Notre Dame. 

Notre Dame is one of the co-founders of 
the Hall of Fame and I think we all feel an 
obligation to intercollegiate athletics, I think 
we should play in that game — when we 
have earned the right to. And I think we 
have. 

I'd be less than honest if I said playing 
the game was very positive in all respects. 
But I don’t think there’s any doubt that it’s 
good for the game. The game was sold out 
three hours after they started selling tick- 
ets. It’s incredible. The game is good for 
intercollegiate athletics, it’s good for the 
Hall of Fame, but it’s not necessarily all 
good for Notre Dame. 

ND PREVIEW: I know each game is 
played one at a time, but when looking at 
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your 12-game schedule en masse, is there a 
trick, a motivational device that enables 
you and your team to maintain the proper 
level of intensity from Virginia on Aug. 31 
to Miami on Nov. 25? 

HOLTZ: Nobody else who has played in 
that game has been able to do that. I don’t 
know; we'll have to see. 

Idon’t think there’s any trick or magic to 
it. We havea formula that we try to operate 
by. The formula has worked. All we can do 
is get out the calendar and see when we 
report, when we practice, when we play 
and when we rest. And then we have to 
make sure we don’t get the dates confused. 

ND PREVIEW: How would you assess 
where the program stood when you took 
over and did you havea plan initially about 
how you are going to proceed? 

HOLTZ: I didn’t have any idea where 
Notre Dame football was when I came in. I 
watched Notre Dame on TV occasionally, 
but not with any great deal of interest. I 
watched it strictly as a game in terms of 
theory and idea. Never in terms of person- 
nel, attitude, chemistry or leadership. I just 
look at it in terms of, “Gee, why did they 
throw the ball to this guy?” or “How are 
they blocking?” or “How did this guy get 
open?” 

All of sudden, when I was named head 
football coach here, I had an opportunity to 
look a little closer at the Notre Dame-Mi- 
ami game (won 58-7 by Miami), which they 
had just played. I didn’t think the score was 
indicative of the twoteams, although! didn’t 
know for sure. I have great respect for 
Gerry Faust. I think he’s a wonderful indi- 
vidual who loves Notre Dame and is obvi- 
ously a very fine football coach. 

What I did say at the time was, “Here's 
where we are and we want to be the best we 
can be. And these are the areas where we 
won't compromise.” I was givena mandate 
by the University of Notre Dame to run an 
honest program, to do it within the para- 
meters of the university and understand 
that an individual is a student first and an 
athlete second, and not vice versa. 

When I first came here I heard all the 
reasons why we couldn’t win. But Notre 
Dame never said to me, “We want to win 
the national championship.” They wanted 
us to be as good as we could be, but there 
were things more important than winning. 
And they sent that message over and over. 
When I came in I did not feel a mandate to 
win. Nor did I look and say, “Gee, the 
situation is worse than I thought.” 

It is true that we had no running backs 
on scholarship who were healthy. We only 
had one defensive lineman on scholarship 
who was healthy at the end of spring prac- 
tice. Those situations can happen. They 
happen because you have bad luck at a 
position. Plus we had [Allen] Pinkett, then 
[Alonzo] Jefferson at running back and it 


was probably difficult to recruit a good - 


running back. And Pinkett graduated and 
Jefferson got hurt and missed all of spring 
practice. So, it was unusual to be at Notre 
Dame and have one lineman on scholar- 


ship and no running backs. 

ND PREVIEW: In what ways did the 
team change? 

HOLTZ: Work habits, fundamentals, 
things like that— those are going to take on 
your personality. Maybe a team appears to 
have very poor habits, but it only looks that 
way because of your approach or because 
they don’t know what. Or maybe it’s the 
tempo the previous staff wanted. 

You havea picture in your mind of what 
you want your team to be like on the prac- 
tice field and in the classroom and on the 
playing field. All you do is keep trying to 
move in that direction so that the football 
team will reflect the beliefs of the staff. 

I never looked and said, “This is worse 
than I thought” or “It’s better than I 
thought.” It was just a matter of assessing 
where we were and taking it as fact, then 
moving in the right direction. So I can’t 
compare where we are now to where we 
were when I came in. 

I think that when someone comes in to 
replace Lou Holtz, he will find that they 
may want to change some things immedi- 
ately. 

Obviously, the players now understand 
us and what we want better than before, in 
terms of work habits and the like. But that 
doesn’t mean it was lacking when we came 
in. It was just different. In no way should 
that be interpreted that ours was right or 
someone's was wrong. It’s not a reflection 
on Gerry Faust or anybody. It’s just the way 
I believe, I developed, I learned under 
people like Woody Hayes. 


You go with and stay with what you 
believe in. When we were 1-4, we never 
varied our approach. Never once did we 
vary in our beliefs, in our thoughts, in what 
we wanted to do. And the second year you 
get more converts, and the third year you 
get more converts. And pretty soon you 
have a group of disciples. 

ND PREVIEW: Was there evera point in 
that first year [1986] where you wavered, 
where you became very discouraged? 

HOLTZ: There were a lot of little points 
the first year. I thought we would turn it 
around the first year. I always expect to do 
that. But we did not. We came very, very 
close. 

But there were low points. We played 
horrendously at Alabama [a 28-10 loss]. We 
played very poorly against Pittsburgh [a 
10-9 loss], but instead we went 1-4. All we 
could do was wait until we got to the open 
date and get back to fundamentals again. 
That season, we lost five games to Top 20 
teams by a total of 14 points. 

It was disappointing, because you don’t 
come to Notre Dame to have moral victo- 
ries. You don’t count moral victories here. 

ND PREVIEW: In ‘your experience as a 
head coach of a major college team, what 
are your greatest problems or areas of 
concern internally? 

HOLTZ: (Smiles) Talking to the news 
media. 

I think that as a head coach of a major 
college program, much of my time is spent 
on organization and coaching coaches in 
the ways you would like things done. You 


don’t win without a great staff. 

The organization and motivation of how 
we can be better coaches and better teach- 
ers is No. 1. I delegate absolutely every- 
thing, yet people find that difficult to be- 
lieve because I’m a very hands-on coach. 
I'm very involved in practice. 

My job as the head football coach is to 
eliminate the stoppage. Where’s the stop- 
page? If it’s on the line or the passing game 
or morale or attitude or recruiting, I can 
then goand devote my undivided attention 
into solidifying that area. 

If you have a responsibility that you 
won’ t delegate to anybody, then every time 
you leave to go eliminate a stoppage, the 


By his third 
season, Holtz had 
a team capable of 
shouldering his 
demands. 


whole programis going tocome toascreech- 
ing halt. That area is going to be waiting for 
your undivided attention and leadership. 

I do sit in the office and wait for stop- 
page. I will go find one. But that’s why I 
could go in a coma and this program will 
continue to function. 

ND PREVIEW: How much of your time 
is spent on keeping watch over your play- 
ers, given all the ills of today’s society? 

HOLTZ: I don’t go baby-sitting. We talk 
about it. If somebody has a problem, I'll sit 
down and visit with them. That's called 
stoppage. 

But, no, we don’t have many problems 
along that line. We just do what's right. do 
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our best and treat others like we'd like to be 
treated. We don’t have a lot of those other 
problems. 

When you first come in, you have to 
spend a lot of time on a variety of things. 
But after that, our seniors show our 
freshmen. They set the tempo, they know 
we havea big responsibility here to conduct 
ourselves in a certain way. They teach the 
freshmen how we conduct ourselves, what 
a true student-athlete is, why we practice 
and how we work in the weight room. 

Our upperclassmen have done an excel- 
lent job of educating the underclassmen. 
The freshmen’s obligation is to show great 
respect for the upperclassmen. They’re not 
on par with them; the upperclassmen have 
shown their perseverance, their abilities, 
their discipline. 

ND PREVIEW: What is Notre Dame's 
policy on redshirting? 

HOLTZ: ...The policy has not changed 
per se. It’s always been determined by the 
Athletic Council and the committee on an 
individual basis. The coach has no say 
whatsoever in who is redshirted and who 
comes back. 

Any young man can make application 
to come back for his fifth year. The commit- 
tee then looks at each person’s case and 
weighs it and evaluates it and it goes from 
there. 

When you have a couple of third-string- 
ers apply to come back for their fifth year, I 
lookat thatas acompliment, rather than the 
fact that they want to come back for football 
— whether it’s to get in graduate school or 
whatever the case may be. We do not have 
a guy who started last year who is a fifth- 
year man. Sometimes an individual would 
like to leave here with an opportunity to 
start or to have been a first-teamer or per- 
haps they were injured last year. 

But as far as saying, “We're going to 
redshirt you and we're going to hold you 
out and you're going to have a fifth year,” 
that’s not the case. There have been-people 
who have tried and who have not been 
approved. That’s determined by the Ath- 
letic Council. It’s not like someone has the 
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HOLTZ'S RECORD 


School 

William & Mary 
William & Mary 
William & Mary 
North Carolina St. 
North Carolina St. 
North Carolina St. 
North Carolina St. 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 
Minnesota 

Notre Dame 
Notre Dame 
Notre Dame 


= 


— 


3 
5 
5 
8 
9 
9 
7 
1 
9 
10 
7 
8 
*] 
6 
4 
5 
8 
2 


— 


Career Total 141 
William & Mary 
North Carolina State 
Arkansas 

Minnesota 

Notre Dame 


(3 seasons) 
(4 seasons) 
(7 seasons) 
(2 seasons) 
(3 seasons) 


Bowl 
Tangerine 


Peach 
Liberty 
Bluebonnet 
Peach 
Orange 
Fiesta 

Sugar 

Hall of Fame 
Gator 
Bluebonnet 


Independence 


Cotton 
Fiesta 


SPAN TIN BONNY BNWWANN 
ooooocrcoccorcorroroceos, 


ul 


75 649 14 bowl games 
13-20-0 
33-12-3 
60-21-2 
10-12-0 
25-10-0 


(.394) 
(.719) 
(.735) 
(.455) 
(.714) 


*Didn’t coach Minnesota in bowl game since he had accepted Notre Dame job 


extra eligibility so they automatically have 
a fifth year. It does not work that way here. 

ND PREVIEW: The College Football 
Association is formulating a plan to replace 
college bowl games with a national cham- 
pionship play-off? 

HOLTZ: I don’t see how you can possi- 
bly havea workable situation when you’ re 
going through final exams. That’s com- 
pletely out of line. There is no way that I 
foresee that Notre Dame could enter into 
something like that with our final exam 
schedule. It would be completely unfair to 
the student. 


ND PREVIEW: There will be 30 states 
represented on the fall roster. How does 
Notre Dame recruit the entire country? 

HOLTZ: We're a national school. We 
played nationally, we play on the West 
Coast, the East Coast and basically all spots 
in between. 

We recruit nationally because we only 
coach with eight coaches. One coach [Vinny 
Cerrato] heads up recruiting and that’s a 
full-time job. He cannot do it as a part-time 
thing. Youcanif you only recruit one or two 
neighboring states. 

Notre Dame students come fromall over 
the country. If you check our student en- 
rollment, I think you'll find that we have 
every state in the country represented. 

ND PREVIEW: Last question. What is 
the one thing you hope your football play- 
ers will take away from the football field 
into the rest of their lives? 

HOLTZ: Our philosophy, which is do 
what's right, do what's best. Treat others 
like you would like to be treated. They can 
take that into their home life, into the min- 
istry or into business, and they'll do very, 
very well. 

The same things that enabled them to be 
successful in athletics and handle a variety 
of things — such as handling adversity, a 
good feeling for hard work, an understand- 
ing of caring about their teammates — will 
allow them to be successful. # 


Holtz says he's happiest when 
he's on the playing field. 
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HOLTZ'S COACHING CAREER 
A BIG ASSIST 


Lou Holtz's formative W.: Watts walked into Lou Holtz’s 


years played a 
significant role in 
shaping his coaching 
philosophy 


By PHIL RICHARDS 


The 1968 Ohio State coaching 
staff (above): First row, left to 
right -- Lou Holtz, George 
Chaump, Rudy Hubbard, Bill 
Mallory; Second row, left to 
right -- Woody Hayes, Tiger 
Ellison, Lou McCullough, 
Earle Bruce, Esco Sarkinen, 
Hugh Hindman. 


16 


life 40 years ago. He left footprints Holtz 
still follows today. 

Watts was hired to coach the East Liver- 
pool (Ohio) High School football team in 
1949. The following August, Watts took his 
team to Pine Ridge YMCA Camp eight 
miles outside of town for preseason two-a- 
day practices. Holtz was a knobby, 100- 
pound freshman. He was one of 74 candi- 
dates who made that trip down U.S. 30. 
Twenty-six football players came back. 

“The school wasn’t noted for football 
and the kids didn’t take it too seriously,” 
said Watts. “I thought had to get rid of that 
attitude. Camp was tough. Kidsin the night 
got up out of their bunks, packed and went 
down the highway. We’d never see them 
again.” 

Holtz stuck it out. And long after the 
bumps and bruises and charley horses had 
vanished, the impression remained. 

In 1985, Holtz took over a broken Notre 
Dame team. The Fighting Irish had just 
concluded a 5-6 season with barely a whim- 
per during a58-7 loss at Miami. Holtz didn’t 
set about picking up the pieces. He picked 


up the intensity. A rigorous six-week win- 
ter conditioning program was instituted. 
Mandatory 6:15 a.m. workouts were or- 
dered. Sometimes players ran until they 
lost the breakfast they had not yet eaten. 

Holtz wanted to make an impression. 
He demanded commitment. He had taken 
the Fighting Irish to Pine Ridge YMCA 
Camp. 

“The 6 o'clock workouts were for a 
couple reasons,” said Holtz. “No. 1,tomake 
an impression and No. 2, to make them 
think they were special, that they were 
doing something really tough, that they 
were paying a severe price. We had a big 
mortgage due and we had to pay it ina 
certain time.” 

Two years after Watts’ arrival at East 
Liverpool, the Potters went 8-0-1. The hold- 
overs from those original 26 survivors were 
the heart and soul of that team. 

Two years after Holtz’s arrival at Notre 
Dame, the Irish went 12-0 and won the 
national championship. The mortgage was 
paid. The commitment demanded in those 
6 a.m. workouts yielded handsome divi- 
dends. 

“The thing that stuck out with Wade 
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was whatever you do asa coach, you really 
make an impression upon the player,” said 
Holtz. “You cannot win—and Wade Watts 
was a big believer in this — if you aren't 
willing to pay the price. You're better off, if 
somebody doesn’t really want to be com- 
mitted, to finding someone else.” 

Watts was the first coach Holtz bor- 
rowed from, but not the last. As a player at 
Kent State under Trevor Rees, asa graduate 
assistant coach at Iowa under Forrest 
Evashevski and as an assistant under Milt 
Joor at William & Mary, Rick Forzano at 
Connecticut, Paul Dietzel at South Caro- 
lina and Woody Hayes at Ohio State, Holtz 
studied football, fate and his fellow man. 
He emerged with a philosophy derived 
from many but entirely his own. 

“T think anybody who is successful is 


Holtz's first head 
coaching job was 
at William & Mary 

(right). 
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basically a good copier,” said Holtz. “If you 
have to do everything innovatively, it’s like 
Edison ran what, 10,000 unsuccessful ex- 
periments before heinvented the light bulb? 
If you’re going to be an innovator, you're 
not going to have a very high percentage of 
success. 

“I've never learned anything when I 
was a teacher. I’ve never learned anything 
when I was talking. I only learn when I’m 
listening.” 


H... never has asked the time. He 
wants to know how the watch works. He is 
a sponge. He absorbs ideas, sorts them, in- 
corporates what he finds useful and dis- 


cards the rest. Holtz’s motivational speak- 
ing brings him into contact with some of the 
nation’s most astute corporate leaders. 
Holtz picks their brains. He comes home 
with a check and a checklist. 

“Tfhe meets the chairman of the board of 
AT&T, Lou asks all the questions: ‘Where 
did you start? How did you get here.’ He’s 
always looking to improve himself,” said 
the man who hired Holtz, Gene Corrigan, 
the former Notre Dame athletic director. 

No possibility is left unexplored. On the 
eve of Notre Dame’s November showdown 
at Southern California, Holtz picked up the 
telephone and called Miami Coach Jimmy 
Johnson. He had a few questions to pose 
about Miami's singularly successful road 
record. 

Holtz was an assistant coach at Con- 
necticut when he visited the University of 
Texas in 1964. The Longhorns had won the 


national championship the year before. 
Darrell Royal had just installed the wish- 
bone and his program was the envy of 
college football. Coaches from all over the 
country came to Austin to study it. 

The anonymous Connecticut assistant 
showed up in Royal's office with an apol- 
ogy and a list of questions. Eighty ques- 
tions. 

“It was pretty lengthy,” remembered 
Royal. “The thing I recall about it is he got 
my interest because of the nature of his 
questions. It was the first time a coach had 
even asked me anything of that kind. He 
never asked anything about football, tech- 
nical football. The type of questions he asked 
were about handling discipline, morale, 
how I handled my squad. 

“We had so many coaches visiting to 


While at UConn, Holtz (above) learned the 
value of humor from Rick Forzano. 


Despite “too many Marys,” Holtz took the Tribe to the Tangerine Bowl. 


study the wishbone it was hard to get 
around our staff meetings. There were 
people everywhere. They all wanted to 
know how you blocked somebody or where 
this man was. He didn’t ask about any of 
that. He impressed me.” 

Holtz wrote down all of Royal’s an- 
swers. He stil] has them. 

Forzano had fun with his Connecticut 
players. He was quick with a smile and a 
joke. Holtz still begins or ends most prac- 
tices with a bit of levity. 


if n 1977, Holtz took his first Arkansas 
team for a 10-1 ride that took them to the 
Orange Bowl to meet mighty Oklahoma. 
The second-ranked Sooners were heavy fa- 
vorites. Worse, Holtz had suspended his 
top two rushers and leading receiver for 
disciplinary reasons and lost All-American 
guard Leotis Harris to a knee injury in the 
weeks before the game. Then the Rose Bow] 
telecast ran long. Kickoff was delayed 30 
minutes. Holtz’ precise pre-game regimen 
disintegrated. The locker room was choked 
with tension. 


Holtz began 
telling jokes. He 
got the players 
involved. All- 
American de- 
fensive tackle 
Dan Hampton 
told a prepos- 
terously bad 
one. The team 
broke up. So 
did the tension. 
Holtz’s last 
words were, 
“Last 11 out of 
thelockerroom 
have to start 
against Okla- 
homa.” The Ra- 
zorbacks 
romped, 31-6. 

“Rick 
Forzano was 
fun. You just 
wanted to be 
around him,” 
said Holtz. “I 
guess what it 
came down to 
with Rick was 
be yourself. 
You don’t have 
to be 7-3, 400 
pounds to be a 
football coach. 
He was built 
like I am. He 
was loose, re- 
laxed. [learned 
alot from him.” 

Evashevski 
liked mind 
games. Holtz 
recalls that dur- 
ing the 11th practice every fall, Evashevski 
would run his Iowa football team off the 
field and vilify the players for such a poor 
effort. The 12th practice was a tough scrim- 
mage. Spirits soared, the hitting heavy and 
the execution precise. The Hawkeyes’ at- 
tention was assured going into the season. 
Evashevski built from there. Holtz has used 
the ploy. 

From Dietzel, Holtz learned organiza- 
tion. 

“Unbelievable,” said Holtz. “We'd have 
a recruiting weekend and he'd approach it 
like this: I'm the prospect. How do I know 
I'm invited? Well, you got a letter. Well 
where do [ go? Well, you're to report to so 
and so. Well I arrive on campus, how do I 
find them? Well, we'd better put a sign up 
here. | go there and there’s nobody to meet 
me. Well, we'd better have the sign here 
and this person to do that and this person to 
do this. | only brought a windbreaker and 
it’s 40 below zero. Well, we'd better tell you 
what the weather's going to be. 

“We had a reporter who sat in at our 
staff meeting a while ago. He said he’d sat 
inon meetings at [BM and they weren't half 
as well-run and tight as ours.” 


Holtz coached under Hayes for one 
season, 1968. Ohio State went 10-0 and won 
the national championship. Holtz had to be 
impressed. Hayes was a giant. He domi- 
nated college football as his teams domi- 
nated the line of scrimmage. Hayes never 
wavered, Neither did his priorities. 

“The thing I learned most from Coach 
Hayes was fundamentals and care about 
the players and don’t worry about what 
anybody else says,” said Holtz. 

“You can’t please the alumni, you can’t 
please the newspapers, but you'd better 
care about your players, coach the day- 
lights out of them, be fundamentally sound 
and make sure you contribute as much to 
them as they are to you. Did I give our 
players last year as much as they did to 
Notre Dame? That was very, very impor- 
tant to Coach Hayes.” 


A s surely as Holtz’s philosophy was 
shaped during his years as a player and 
assistant, the evolution accelerated when 
he became a head coach at William & Mary 
in 1969, then North Carolina State in 1972. 
Holtz is fond of saying his first job was a 
case “of too many Marys and not enough 
Williams.” North Carolina State was no 
better. The Wolfpack had won three games 
each of the three years previous to Holtz’s 
arrival. 

Yet William & Mary played a schedule 
that included West Virginia, Virginia Tech, 
North Carolina, Wake Forest, Miami of 
Florida and Tulane. N.C. State played teams 
like Penn State, Arizona State, Nebraska, 
Georgia, Florida, Syracuse and Michigan 
State. Holtz developed an approach that 
still characterizes his coaching. 

“You sit down and say, ‘How can we 
beat the best people on our schedule?’ ” 
said Holtz. “Then you don’t worry about 
the rest of them. If you're going to set things 
up on how you're going to beat the people 
that are just average, you're conceding to 
the best ones. It helps your program if you 
set it on what you have to do to beat the 
best.” 

North Carolina State had never defeated 
Penn State before Holtz came along. Under 
Holtz, the Wolfpack lost its first two meet- 
ings but won the next two. North Carolina 
State hasn’t beaten the Nittany Lions since. 

“You take a piece here and a piece there 
and blend what fits and throw the rest 
away,” said Holtz. “You start trying to 
keep everything and you get so complex 
you forget about the core: Good people, 
good fundamentals and keep them on their 
toes. 

“We haven't changed our philosophy 
since we came here. We've adapted it a 
little for the University of Notre Dame, but 
even when we were 5-6 our philosophy 
was the same. There are just a lot more 
converts now.” gp 


Phil Richards ably assists the Indianapolis 
Star in its coverage of Notre Dame athletics. 
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UNDER LOU, THE RIGHT 
TIME TO BE A GOPHER 


It's only natural that success at Notre Dame 
should follow success at Minnesota. 


By SID HARTMAN 


If ever a case could be made for someone 
seeming to be in the wrong place at the 
wrong time, it would be where Lou Holtz 
was on Dec. 22, 1983. 
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He was seated in the Board of Regents 
conference room of Morrill Hall at the 
University of Minnesota. Beyond the walls 
of the crowded room, snow lay deep on the 


frozen ground, the temperature was well 
below zero and a piercing wind howled 
through the barren trees. 

But then people often find themselves in 
places they don’t always picture being. 
More than 20 years earlier, Holtz might 
have wished to be someplace else, too. But 
a wispy-built guy who talked with a lisp 
has got to start someplace if he ever wants 
to be a football coach. And since William 
and Mary was willing, so was Holtz. 

He knew it wasn’t going to be easy and 
his fears were substantiated a short time 
later when he took his team to play Navy at 
Navy-Marine Corps Stadium in Annapo- 
lis. Before the opening kickoff he saw one of 
his players staring, respectfully, at the 
names painted on the rim of the stadium — 
Iwo Jima, Midway, Guadalcanal. 

“What's the trouble, son?” Holtz asked 
of the mesmerized player. “Everything’s 
going to be all right for us today.” 

“Geez,” replied the youngster, “I know 
you said Navy was going to be a tough 
team for us to play. But really didn’t know 
what you meant until right this minute. 
Holy cow, just look who they’ve already 
played.” 

A decade or so later, Holtz might have 
wished to be someplace other than coach- 
ing the New York Jets, too. He was still 
wispy and lispy, but he was also a wiser 
person. Every coach worth his salt proba- 
bly wants to coach in the National Football 
League and Holtz was getting his chance. 
Near the end of a season that included only 
three victories, however, Holtz knew he 
was in the wrong place at the wrong time. 

“T wasn’t totally committed to the job,” 
Holtz said. “I wasn’t adequately prepared. 
Thad turned them down three times before, 
and after I said ‘yes’ | would wake up in the 
morning and ask myself ‘Is this really what 
I want to be doing?’ You can’t have a win- 
ning program or get the players to believe 
in themselves with that kind of thinking. I 
was totally unfair to the New York Jets.” 

Holtz finally seemed to be in the right 
place when he replaced Frank Broyles at 
Arkansas. And for seven seasons, with six 
consecutive bowl appearances, Holtz and 
the Razorbacks seemed to fit like a hand in 
a glove. But then athletic director Broyles 
said Holtz started to suffer from “burn- 
out,” and Holtz appeared “tired.” 

As quickly as Holtz can rattle off a one- 
liner, he had resigned. He claimed his deci- 
sion was for personal reasons. 

And then, less than a month later, he sat 
where nobody — but especially Holtz — 
ever thought he’d be sitting. In a cozy- 
warmroom, but on the frozen tundra where 
Holtz said it was easy to recognize the 
inhabitants. 

“Minnesotans are the ones with blonde 
hair,” Holtz said, “and blue ears.” 

Holtz didn’t like cold weather. Indeed, 
Holtz disliked cold weather. In fact, Holtz 
hated cold weather. 

“I wish I could tell you why I'm here to- 
day,” Holtz told the throng assembled in 
the conference room. “I wasn’t ever going 


to move north. I absolutely loathe cold 
weather. But I got up here, started meeting 
the people, and everything seemed to fit. 
I'm excited.” 

Excited, sure, but also wary. 

"I! do hope it’s a short winter,” Holtz 
said. 

While Holtz didn’t think he was in 
heaven, boosters of the long-suffering 
Gophers football program looked on him 
as a godsend. The Gophers were labeled as 
one of the worst college football programs 
in the country — and had the record to 
prove it. Minnesota had gone through a 
period of losing 17 of 18 games. The Go- 
phers had suffered embarrassing defeats 
by scores such as 84-13, The Minnesota 
defense was allowing as many points in a 
game — 517 in one 11-game season — as 
many college basketball teams give up. 

“There are more problems here than | 
can say grace over,” Holtz observed. 

But as well as rolling out a lot of jokes 
and quips, Holtz also rolled up his sleeves 
and went to work. If there is one thing 
Holtz does more often than tell a humorous 
story, it's working more hours than there 
are ina day. 

By the end of the season, Holtz had fash- 
ioned the Gophers into a presentable team 
as Minnesota posted a 4-7 record. By the 
end of his second year, the Gophers were 6- 
5 and headed to the Independence Bowl. 
During the season, the Gophers threatened 
to pull off one of the major upsets of the 
year before falling to Oklahoma 13-7 when 


WAKE UP THE ECHOES 


BY KEN BAPPOPORT 


REVISED AND UPDATED 


SPECIAL 100” ANNIVERSARY EDITION 


a last-minute march was stopped deep in 
Sooners territory. And later in the year, the 
Gophers were only a couple of yards short 
of the Ohio State end zone in the final 
minute before losing to the Buckeyes. 

Holtz had become Minnesota’s Magic 
Man. Not because of the magic tricks that 
spiced his post-meal speeches, but because 
the Gophers were becoming respectable. 

He brought four assets. First, he was a 
recruiter, who could woo talented players 
to the land made famous by the Die-Hard 
battery commercials. “The body and soul 
of the football program must come from 
Minnesota,” Holtz said. “Of course, the 
arms and legs will have to come from 
somewhere else.” 

Second, he was a great promoter. Before 
he arrived, the Gophers were selling 23,000 
season tickets a year. By the time he had 
started his second season, the Gophers had 
crossed the 50,000 barrier. “If we don’t sell 
out the stadium,” Holtz quipped prior to 
his second season, “we're moving the team 
to Tampa.” 

Third, he was an outstanding motiva- 
tor. “If a person believes he deserves suc- 
cess, he’s got a shot at it,” Holtz said, 
“There's only one way I know to feel you 
deserve success, and that’s if you work 
hard. The biggest challenge is to get ath- 
letes to believe they deserve to win — to 
believe in themselves and make them be- 
lieve they're important.” 

And fourth, he could coach. He said a 
coach has to answer only three questions in 


order to convince a potential player he was 
in the right place — and Holtz can be con- 
vincing. “The first question is ‘Can I trust 
you?’ ” Holtz said. “The second is ‘Are you 
committed to building a solid program?’ 
And the third is ‘Do you care about me?’ 
You have to be able to say yes to all three.” 
And when coaching at Notre Dame became 
a possibility in 1985, Holtz had to say yes. 
Holtz noted, “It was the dream of alifetime, 
and how many people at age 48 can still 
chase their dream?” 

Chasing dreams and adhering to prin- 
ciples are important to Holtz. And because 
principles are important to him, he wants 
them to be important to his players. Thus, 
hesuspended three of his top players shortly 
before Arkansas was to play Oklahoma in 
the Orange Bowl. The Razorbacks won 
anyway. 

Thus, hesuspended his toprunning back 
the night before Notre Dame was to play 
Southern California last season in a battle 
for the No. 1 rating, The Fighting Irish won 
anyway. And thus, after defeating West 
Virginia in the Fiesta Bowl to wina national 
championship, Holtz started his post-game 
locker room comments by chastising some 
of his players for conduct during the game 
that was not acceptable. 

It’s his way or no way. Which is why 
Holtz would seem to fit in any place at any 
time. % 


Sid Hartman is sports editor of the Minnea- 
polis Star Tribune. 


We are proud to present, for the many fighting Irish fans, an 
updated edition of “Wake Up the Echoes” by Ken Rappoport, 
sportswriter for the Associated Press. This classic volume of 
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A Staff To Lean On 


By ED SHERMAN 
The Notre Dame 


coach knows you 


win with people... 


and he has the 
assistant coaches 


to prove it. 


Lou Holtz knows the value of having a good coaching staff. 
He was on one of the best staffs of all time. 

The year is 1968, and Woody Hayes’ Ohio State team is No. 1 
in the land. Hayes gets the credit, but he quickly defers much of 
the accolades to the men behind the scenes. These just aren’t any 
men. Hayes’ coaching staff includes Bill Mallory, now the head 
coach at Indiana. Earle Bruce, now at Colorado State, also was a 
Hayes assistant before taking over for the legendary coach at 
Ohio State. The late Dave McClain was a member of that na- 
tional championship staff before going on to coach at Wisconsin. | 
Hugh Hindman later became the Ohio State athletic director. 

Oh yes, there also was another coach. He was thin, wore 
glasses, and had blond hair. It was Lou Holtz’s responsibility to 
coach the Buckeyes’ defensive backs. He learned a lot that year. 
“Woody Hayes wrote a book, ‘You Win With People,’ ” Holtz 
said. “I really and truly believe that. The success we had last year 
is a tribute to our staff. The head coach can foul it up. He cannot 
put it together.” 

Holtz got much of the acclaim for leading Notre Dame last 
season to its first national championship since 1977. He was 
hailed everywhere he went, especially in South Bend. It was 
Holtz who joined the legends of Rockne, Leahy and Parseghian. 
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Joe Moore, 
offensive line 


coach 
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Chuck 
Heater, 
secondary 
coach 


Yetat every stump, Holtz maintained he 
did not do it alone. He had help from his 
coaching staff. A ton of it. Modest Lou, the 
people thought. Truthful Lou, Holtz 
thought. 

“T don’t think you can ever win without 
good assistant coaches,” Holtz said. “I’d 
rather have a good assistant coach than 
three good athletes. Because a good coach 
is going to gravitate toward an average 
athlete and make him good. And he’s going 
to go toa good athlete and make him great. 
That’s what our coaching staff did for us 
last year.” 

The 1988 coaches honor roll, please: Barry 
Alvarez (defensive coordinator, lineback- 
ers), John Palermo (defensive tackles), 
George Stewart (defensive ends), Chuck 
Heater (secondary), Jim Strong (offensive 
coordinator), Pete Cordelli (wide receiv- 
ers), Tony Yelovich (centers, guards), and 
Joe Moore (offensive tackles and tightends), 
and Vinny Cerrato (recruiting coordina- 
tor). 

The staff will be much the same in 1989, 
with a couple exceptions. Stewart left to 
join the Pittsburgh Steelers. He will be 
replaced by Jay Hayes, who wasa graduate 
assistant on last year’s staff. Cordelli will 
work the quarterbacks, and Yelovich will 
handle the receivers, leaving the offensive 
line for Moore. 


These menare the unsung heroes. Assis- 
tant coaches toil endless hours for rela- 
tively modest pay and little recognition 
beyond their family and friends. Once the 
season starts, they say goodbye to their 
families. A member of Holtz’s staff puts in 
an average of 15 hours a day to prepare for 
games. 

And even when the season ends, the 
work doesn’t. The assistant coaches hit the 
road for recruiting. They are the men 
responsible for bringing in the athletes. The 
head coach usually serves only to seal the 
deal. All told, the assistant coaches average 
abouta dollar an hour for their labor, worse 
than a burger-flipper at McDonald’s. But 
then again, it’s a labor of love. 


“It’s more than a job, it’s a lifestyle,” 
Heater said. “If it was a job, thenit would be 
a real struggle. This isn’t a job. The greatest 
reward I get, the greatest day of my life, is 
after a game on Saturday when it went 
exactly the way we taught it and we won 
the game. 

“You're playing Miami, and _ there’s 
60,000 people in the stands, 40 million 
watching on television, and it all comes 
together. It’s a feeling you can’t describe.” 
It's a feeling the Notre Dame coaches got 12 
times last year en route to a perfect season. 
Tt was no small feat, considering the staff 
really hadn't been together until last year. 
Alvarez took over as defensive coordinator 
when Foge Fazio left for the Atlanta Fal- 
cons. Palermo, Moore and Heater alsocame 
on board for their initial season at Notre 
Dame. 

“Barry had never been a defensive coor- 
dinator, but I felt the players would gravi- 
tate to him,” Holtz said. “Palermo was an 
excellent teacher. | felt with the youthin our 
defensive line that would be important. 
When [hired Chuck Heater, it was because 
[remember a talk I had with Dave McClain 
just before he died. He mentioned that 
Chuck was a top assistant, and his name 
stuck with me. Joe Moore is tough, hard- 
nosed, but the players play hard for him.” 
Holtz knew these men could coach, but the 
bigger question was, 
Could they coach 
together? The chem- 
istry has to be right 
to form a good 
coaching staff. Egos 
have to be putaside. 
Everyone has to be 
on the same page. 

“Itcanbe tough 
if you're not,” 
Heater said. “For 
eight months, you 
spend more time 
with the coaches 
than with your fam- 
ily. They become 
your family.” And 
make no mistake, 
this isa close family. 

“Last year, the 
way we were able to 
blend together was 
really amazing,” Alvarez said. “We had 
four different people come together for the 
first time. For us to be able to blend our 
thoughts, have no philosophical problems, 
and take ideas from each guy...Well, it was 
very unique.” 

And most importantly, each member of 
the staff has to get along with Holtz. “If I 
didn’t, he’d probably have someone else in 
my position right now,” Strong said. 

On most teams, the head coach typically 
does very little coaching. The assistants 
normally run the show in practice, while 
the head man oversees the entire program. 
Such is the case with Holtz and the Irish. 
Holtz probably is a little more hands-on 
than most coaches, but he gives the assis- 


tants room to do their work. 

“I delegate everything,” Holtz said. “IfI 
went into a coma, this program would 
continue to run. I look at my job as solving 
the stoppage. I think I’m qualified to coach 
every position. But by delegating every- 
thing, I can give my undivided attention to 
a certain problem. If we're having a prob- 
lem with the secondary, I can be there. If 


Barry Alvarez, defensive coordinator 


we're having a morale problem, I can ad- 
dress that without having to worry about 
everything else.” 

Holtz gives most of his attention to the 
offensive side of the ball. “It’s the area that’s 
hardest to teach,” he said. 

But in each aspect of the game, he values 
his assistants input. The coaches meet regu- 
larly to exchange ideas and opinions. 
Many times Holtz gets the credit for his 
assistant’s ideas. Last year, he was hailed 
for the Irish’s blitzing of Southern Cal 
quarterback Rodney Peete in a big win in 
Los Angeles. However, it wasn’t Holtz’s 
idea. “That was the defensive coaches’ idea, 
and it was brilliant,” Holtz said. “It doesn’t 
make sense to have good people if you 
don’t listen to them.” 

“He assesses everything,” Alvarez said. 
“He'll come in and check to get an idea of 
what we're doing, so he can get a feel of 
how to devise his offense fora certain tempo. 
Last year, the way he was able to blend the 
defense and offense together was really 
amazing.” 

Alvarez, 42, came to Notre Dame from 
Iowa, where he was an assistant under 
Hayden Fry. Palermo, 37, was a member of 
Holtz’s coaching staff at Minnesota. Yelov- 
ich, 49, has 21 years of coaching experience 
at the major college level, working at such 
places as Stanford, Tulane, Cincinnati and 
Tennessee Tech. 

Moore, 57, was given the credit for de- 
veloping such top offensive linemen as Jim 
Covert and Bill Fralic at Pittsburgh. “Jackie 
Sherrill told me he was the best assistant he 
ever had,” Holtz said. 

Heater, 36, joined Holtz’s staff from Ohio 
State. He was a member of Bruce’s staff, 
and when he got fired, so did Heater. All 
things considered, it worked out pretty 
good for him. Strong, 34, also worked with 
Holtz at Minnesota. 

Hayes, 29, starts his collegiate coaching 


John Palermo, 
defensive tackle 
coach 
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career after playing in the NFL and USFL. 
“Some people might say it’s risky because 
he’s never had experience, but I think he'll 
be an excellent teacher,” Holtz said. 
Cordelli, 35, has been with Holtz the long- 
est. He was his quarterback at North Caro- 
lina State, and then followed him as an 
assistant at Arkansas, Minnesota and then 
Notre Dame. “He's like a son to me,” Holtz 
said. 

“When you're a player and he’s tough 
on you, you kind of wonder why,” Cordelli 
said. “But when you coach with him, you 
know why.” 

The unsung hero of the staff is the re- 
cruiting coordinator, Cerrato, 30. Since 
Notre Dame recruits all over the country, 
Cerrato spends very little time in South 
Bend. From last Nov. 1 until the February 
signing date, he estimates that he spent six 
days at home. “Coach Holtz told me I can’t 


Tony Yelovich, receivers coach 


get married with this job,” Cerrato said. 

Cerrato has done the job. Notre Dame’s 
last three recruiting classes were ranked 
the best in the land. “He’s an excellent 
evaluator of talent,” Holtz said. 

All of the coaches play a part in the re- 
cruiting process. Good luck trying to get 
hold of a coach when they are allowed to 
visit high school campus. You won't find 
them a South Bend. 

“Whether you like it or not, it’s a way of 
life,” Alvarez said. “It’s a necessity. It’s a 
grind, but it’s a grind you have to do.” For 
some assistants, it’s a grind that they'll bea 
part of the rest of their lives. For them, 
being an assistant coach is where the road 
ends, and they’re happy about it. 

There are others, though, who have their 
eyes on being the man in charge. The head 
coach, who “solves the stoppage.” 

Notre Dame has several such candidates 
on this year’s staff, with the most likely 
being the smart and personable Alvarez. 
It'll be a major surprise if he isn’t offered a 
major college coaching job soon. 

“One of my goals is to bea head coach at 
a Division I school,” Alvarez said. “I made 
acommitment to stay here until my daugh- 
ter graduated from high school, and she'll 
be a senior next year.” 


Holtz says he'd hate to lose Alvarez, but 
he'll hardly stand in his way. “I wouldn’tbe 
where I was if the head coach I worked for 
had that philosophy,” Holtz said. “Barry’s 
a fine coach. If the opportunity comes along, 
I'd be the first to congratulate him. He’ll be 
an outstanding head coach.” 

Holtz feels the same way about other 
members of his staff. For the most part, he’s 
built a young staff, and as they continue to 
grow so will the opportunities for them. 


Pete Cordelli, 
quarterback coach 


“We had seven coaches under the age of 36 
last year,” Holtz said. “When I look at this 
staff, I don’t know what the future will 
hold, but I see so much greatness for them. 
If some things happen, who knows?” 

Who knows, maybe Holtz’s staff of 1988 
will end up rivaling the one he was on in 
1968 with Woody Hayes. ® 


Ed Sherman is a key staff member of the 
Chicago Tribune sports deprtament. 


, » 
| Jim Strong, 


offensive 
coordinator 
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IRISH 


SCHEDULE 


FILLED 


WITH 


TRADITION 


The Notre Dame-USC series 
has been played without 
interruption since 1926. 


Want a date with Notre Dame? Get in line. 
Considering all the traditional rivals the Irish play, it's 
almost as tough scheduling them as beating them. 


Dick Rosenthal was wearing shorts and 
sneakers when he first encountered the 
Notre Dame tradition. That was 1951 B.D. 
(Before Digger), when Rosenthal began a 
three-year run as a starter for the Irish 
basketball team. 

Now entering his third year as Notre 
Dame’s athletic director, and an imposing 
figure in a tailored suit, Rosenthal meets 
that mythic tradition at nearly every turn. 
But the ghosts of history haunt most often 
when he pours over the football schedule. 

A handful of schools have been making 
the trek to South Bend, Ind., forever, or at 
least since that epic ride of the Four 
Horsemen: Michigan — first game, 1887. 
Michigan State — first game, 1897. Purdue 
— first game, 1896. USC — uninterrupted 
since 1926. Navy — uninterrupted since 
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By REGGIE HAYES 


1927, Other schools such as Penn State and 
Pittsburgh have gradually eased their way 
into the elite. 

Tradition. It’s the cracked-and-dried ink 
on the Irish schedule, the connection with 
history that helps keep the Notre Dame 
mystique alive. But it’s also the barrier that 
limits the introduction of new opponents. 
Want a date with Notre Dame? Stand in 
line. 

“It’s a continuing kind of thing, but it’s 
the fun part of the business,” Rosenthal 
said. “There are lots of people who do 
indicate they would like to play us and we 
always respectfully look at them. But we 
just have so many darn traditional oppo- 
nents.” 

Among the schools that are wedging 
their way onto the Irish schedule, if only for 


a single Saturday afternoon, are Vander- 
bilt, Washington, Boston College and Ohio 
State. 
“We want to play the toughest schedule we 
can get,” Rosenthal said. “And we really 
desire to play where our constituency is, 
and that tends to be the major markets. Our 
alumni tend to be in major population ar- 
eas.” 
Rosenthal estimates the Notre Dame 
schedule fluctuates between 15 and 18 
schools who meet the Irish on a regular or 
semi-regular basis. Strong football schools 
that disappear from the schedule, such as 
Texasand Alabama, areapttoreturn within 
the next decade. 

Much was made of the end of the Penn 
State series, which halts after 14 consecu- 
tive years in 1994. But Rosenthal said talks 


have already been renewed and he expects 
the Nittany Lions to return in 1997 or 1998. 
“We've agreed in principle,” he said. 

Rosenthal says changing the non-tradi- 
tional half of the schedule is the best way to 
reach the Irish’s national following. Ex- 
panding to an untapped market was one of 
the reasons Notre Dame chose the Fiesta 
Bowl] last winter (along with a $2.5 million 
paycheck). The Irish had never played in 
the Phoenix area. 

“Pitt and Penn State have become pretty 
regular, but there are other schools where 
we play themand phasein-and-out,” Rosen- 
thal said. “That permits us to move into 
parts of the country that we haven’tbeenin. 
We have series coming up with Boston 
College. Stanford should be a good series. 
Those are areas we haven't been in.” 

Although Coach Lou Holtz says he 
leavesscheduling up to Rosenthal and Notre 
Dame President Rev. Edward A. Malloy, 
the fourth-year coach has some influence. 
Rosenthal, who discussed the scheduling 
philosophy with former Notre Dame Ath- 
letic Director Gene Corrigan, says he con- 
sults his coaches in all sports. 

“The primary responsibility for sched- 
uling is in the athletic department,” Rosen- 
thal said. “We try to sit down and visit with 
our coaches and review what our thoughts 
are. I think that’s a good idea. Football 
scheduling is done so darn far out. But I 
think it’s a good idea to sit down with the 
coaches.” 

Could Holtz’s influence have figured 
into the end of the Miami (Fla.) series? The 
Irish play at Miami Nov. 25 and are host to 
the Hurricanes in 1990, but the series ends 
then and has not been renewed. 

After last year’s Miami game, which 
Notre Dame won31-30and which included 
a pre-game shoving match between the 
players, Holtz suggested a cooling off pe- 
riod for the schools. The rivalry had been 
heating up since the Hurricanes pounded 
the Irish 58-7 in former Coach Gerry Faust’s 
final game. 


Brigham Young's LaVell Edwards is 
pointing toward a 1992 date with ND. 


The buildup to last fall’s game included 
volumes of merchandise and pre-game 
hype, and the rivalry continued after the 
season when former Miami Coach Jimmy 
Johnson argued about Notre Dame's claim 
to the national 
championship. 

Yet Rosenthal in- 
sists high emotions 
and bad blood had 
nothing to do with 
the end of the series. 

“Those things are 
set long ago and the 
series came to an 
end,” he said. “We 
will obviously look 
atthe opportunity to 
play anybody in the 
future. We've had 
some great games 
where they’ve 
beaten us and we've 
beaten them. 
There’s nothing im- 
plied in the sched- 
uling process.” 

Notre Dame 
schedules are essen- 
tially setup through 
2004, Rosenthal 
said. 

Critics often tar- 
get Notre Dame’s inclusion of the military 
academies year in and year out as the con- 
tinuation of an uncompetitive series. Notre 
Dame has won 25 straight over Navy and 
leads the series 52-9-1. The Irish stand 14-4 
against Air Force and 38-8-4 against Army. 
(West Point last played ND in 1985.) 

Rosenthal - defends the series, pointing 
to last year’s 22-7 win over Navy, one of the 
Fighting Irish’s leastspirited performances. 

But the game, played at Memorial Sta- 
dium in Baltimore in late October, was the 
only Notre Dame game that didn’t sell out 
in the 1988 season. 

“Last year was one of the better games 
Navy playedall year,” Rosenthal said. “You 
never have to apologize for playing Navy 
or Air Force or Army. They’ll knock your 
brains out.” 

The only change in Notre Dame’s 1989 
schedule vs. last year’s schedule will be the 
replacement of Southern Methodist for Rice. 
The Irish beat Rice 54-11 last year and should 
wreak similar havoc on SMU, which resu- 
mes its program after an absence because of 
National Collegiate Athletic Association 
violations. 

“TheSMU game wasscheduled 10 years 
ago. We have a contract and Notre Dame 
honors its contracts,” said Rosenthal, add- 
ing that Notre Dame would have been 
willing to postpone the gamea couple years 
if SMU had so requested. “SMU wanted to 
play the game. They feel it’s important to 
their resurgence to have Notre Dame on the 
schedule. They wanted to play very much.” 
A late addition to the 1989 schedule, of 
course, is the Kickoff Classic in Giants Sta- 
dium, East Rutherford, NJ. on Aug. 31. 


Jack Bicknell 
no doubt 
applauds the 
return of the 
Irish to 
Boston 
College's 
schedule. 


Rosenthal said the decision to accept an 
invitation to play Virginia came out of loy- 
alty to the College Football Hall of Fame or- 
ganization. 

“They've done some marvelous things 
for collegiate athletics,” he said. “We 
thought it would be appropriate for us to 
play there when we got a representative 
team. We feel we have one now.” 

The Irish will play 12 games again in 
1991, when they close out the season at 
Hawaii, but the university does not sup- 
port a regular 12-game schedule. “We 
thought (the Hawaii game) would bea nice 
thing to do for our kids and our fans there,” 
he said. “Our position on 12 games on an 
annual basis is that it’s too much of an 
extension of the season to justify the aca- 
demic intrusion.” 

Academicsand the welfare of thealumni 
aside, Notre Dame's national schedule 
provides plenty of economic incentives. 
Rosenthal would not reveal specifics of 
regular-season contracts, but he said most 
are mutually beneficial. 

“Each deal is somewhat separate. Usu- 
ally we keep our gate and they keep theirs. 
We'll pay a modest fee, for example, for the 
University of Michigan to come to Notre 
Dame,” Rosenthal said. “We want to play a 
tough schedule and usually the good teams 
present the best financial rewards.” 
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While Rosenthal acknowledges finan- 
cial rewards as a factor in any scheduling 
arrangement — “We want to go where we 
can make a meaningful return on our in- 
vestment” — he says Notre Dame does not 
support a play-off system that would in- 
crease revenue. 

“It’s something I don’t think academi- 
cally we could support,” he said. “We have 
our last game two weeks before examina- 
tions. If you add, say four games, you're 
practicing and playing right through that 
period.” 

Rosenthal said Notre Dame would also 
be reluctant to support a series that would 
hurt the bowl games or exclude certain 
schools. The postseason play-off proposed 
by the College Football Association would 
notinclude teams from the Big 10 or PAC 10 
because they are not part of the association. 
The Notre Dame schedule will continue to 


vary slightly from year to year. Tennessee 
replaces SMU in 1990, Indiana replaces 
Miami in 1991 and Northwestern, Brigham 
Young and Boston College come on board 
in 1992. 

Some traditional rivals take periodic 
breaks — Ohio State replaces Michigan for 
the 1995 and 1996 seasons — but some 
things never change. The Golden Dome. 
Touchdown Jesus. USC. Tradition. 

“Renewing the contract is just a formal- 
ity with USC. We'll play them as long as 
they want to play us,” Rosenthal said. “We 
have a great relationship with USC and our 
fans have incredible respect for each other. 
When we lose to them, our fans say, ‘We'll 
get you next year.’” a 


When the Fort Wayne News-Sentinel needs 
anarticleabout Notre Dame football, it schedules 
Reggie Hayes. 


FUTURE NOTRE DAME SCHEDULES 


MICHIGAN 

at Michigan State 
PURDUE 
STANFORD 
AIR FORCE 
MIAMI 

at Pittsburgh 

at Navy 

at Tennessee 
PENN STATE 
at Southern Cal 


INDIANA 

at Michigan State 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Purdue 

at Stanford 
PITTSBURGH 

at Air Force 
SOUTHERN CAL 
NAVY 
TENNESSEE 

at Penn State 

at Hawaii 


at Northwestern 
(Soldier Field) 
MICHIGAN 

at Michigan State 
PURDUE 
STANFORD 

at Pittsburgh 
BYU 

at Navy 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
PENN STATE 

at Southern Cal 


NORTHWESTERN 
at Michigan 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Purdue 

at Stanford 
PITTSBURGH 

at BYU 
SOUTHERN CAL 
NAVY 

at Penn State 
BOSTON COLLEGE 


at Northwestern 
MICHIGAN 

at Michigan State 
PURDUE 
STANFORD 

at Boston College 
BYU 

at Navy 

PENN STATE 
RICE 

at Southern Cal 


Knute Rockne, the 
standard by which all 
coaches are judged. 


IN ROCKNE’S 
BPHRERBREBEHEE SE 


By PHIL RICHARDS 


Coaching at Notre Dame is an unparal- 
leled opportunity and an unqualified chal- 
lenge. During the 1988 season, Lou Holtz 
lost eight pounds and no football games. 

The job puts a man at the top of his 
profession. And serves as a constant re- 
minder that it’s a long way down. 

“The expectations, the pressure, you 
wear itall the time,” says Holtz. “I don’t get 
a chance to play much golf, but I get out 


there and get over a putt and think about 
something here. That never happened to 
me before. 

“People go to the beach and sit in the 
sun. couldn't do that. AllI’d think about is 
Notre Dame. You cannot leave Notre Dame. 
I wish I could put it in a car and lock it up. 
You can’t. You can’t get away.” 

Dan Devine has worn the whistle, the 
ND cap, the pressure. 


"You feel a responsibility to Rockne,” 
says Devine. “That affects you and I don’t 
think that’s felt any other place. Don Fauro 
at Missouri and Vince Lombardi at Green 
Bay were no slouches, but there’s only one 
Rockne. You felta responsibility to himand 
the great coaches and players there. Notre 
Dame was Notre Dame, something kind of 
special and you were always aware of that, 
especially when you lost.” 
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The trio of coaches 
before Lou Holtz: 
(clockwise, from top): 
Ara Parseghian, Dan 
Devine and Gerry 
Faust. 
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Holtz has gone 25-10- 
O in three years at 
Notre Dame. Last fall, 
his Irish were 12-0 and 
won the national 
championship. 
Devine was 53-16-1. 
His 1977 team was the 
nation’s best. Ara 
Parseghian lost 17 
games in 11 years. 
Parseghian was 95-17- 
4and won the national 
title in 1966 and 1973. 
He, too, felt the pres- 
sure. 

“You become a vic- 
tim of your own suc- 
cess,” says Parseghian. 
“I think over a period 
of time that got to me. 
We not only were 
never expected to have 
a losing season, but to 
win regularly. It gotto 
the point we weren't 
winning big enough or 
looking good enough 
while winning or 
whatever. That kind of 
pressure just builds.” 

That pressure 
doesn’t come from the 
administration and certainly not from the 
alumni or fans. Boosters and heavy con- 
tributors don’t hire and fire coaches at Notre 
Dame. Runa successful program and, more 
importantly, a clean one, and you don’t 
have to worry about your job, whether for- 
mer University executive vice president 
Edmund P. Joyce or current president 
Edward A. Malloy is running the show. 

“Father Joyce used to tell me there isn’t 
anybody that counts, meaning administra- 
tion, faculty, alumniand friends, who were- 
n’t on Dan Devine’s side,” said Devine. “I 
never had to worry about that.” 

What binds Notre Dame coaches is tra- 
dition and a national constituency whose 
fanatical interest is unequalled elsewhere. 

“I'd been in the Big Ten for eight years 
and I felt I had a pretty good idea what to 
expect at Notre Dame,” says Parseghian. 
“But the magnitude of it was much greater 
than I could have imagined. The national 
interest, the time requirements, the media 
interest. 

“The demands were enormous. I was al- 
ready doing some things — clinics, alumni 
functions, a few golf outings — but it multi- 
plied 10-fold at Notre Dame. It required 
tremendous discipline in determining what 
to do. You could be away all the time.” 

Devine recalls leaving his desk to spend 
two hours on the practice field. By the time 
hereturned he would find 20 message slips. 

“And those calls had been filtered. That 


was the cut-down version,” says Devine, 
now Director of Community Education/ 
Substance Abuse at Arizona State. “What 
are you going to do, answer the calls or be 
late for training table? And if you're late for 
training table you're pushed for time all 
night. It was the same thing day after day 
after day.” 

Notre Dame enjoys huge advantages, 
but Holtz is quick to point out that every 
one of those advantages has a flip side. 
Notre Dame has tremendous tradition, but 
noathletic dormitories or year-round train- 
ing table. It prides itself on academic excel- 
lence. Thatattracts some players and fright- 
ens others away. Many are not considered 
because they cannot be admitted. Players 
regularly miss practice for studies. And, on 
one hand, Notre Dame can recruit nation- 
ally. But on the other hand, it must. 

“True story,” says Akron Coach Gerry 
Faust, coach of the Fighting Irish from 1981 
to 1985. “One morning I flew from South 
Bend to Cincinnati, stopped to see a player 
there, flew to Washington D.C., saw a kid 
there and went to Virginia and saw a kid 
there. I got back in the airplane and flew to 
Florida. I got the pilot a hotel room, so he 
slept while I went up and recruited Fort 
Lauderdale and West Palm Beach and that 
area for about six hours. I came back and 
got in the plane and we flew up to Kissim- 
mee. I spoke there, got back in the airplane 
and went to Atlanta. I saw two kids that 
evening and at 11 we were in Aiken, S.C. I 
saw a kid there and we flew back and were 
in South Bend by 4 or 5 in the morning. 
That’s what, 30 hours? 

“I did it more than once, to be honest.” 

Notre Dame has its rivals: Southern 
California, Michigan, Michigan State, Penn 
State and, more recently Miami. What of 
the rest of the schedule? For Purdue, Pitts- 
burgh, Air Force, Navy, Stanford and 
whomever else, Notre Dame usually is the 
game of the season. Eleven times, the Irish 
get the other guy’s best shot. 

“T know that from experience, when I 
played Notre Dame with my Northwestern 
teams,” recalls Parseghian, now a success- 
ful South Bend businessman. “That was a 
wonderful opportunity to make a season 
for yourself because of Notre Dame's terri- 
fic reputation and tradition through the 
years.” 

Holtz says the biggest difference be- 
tween Notre Dame and elsewhere is the 
emphasis on doing it “the Notre Dame 
way. They send you that message all the 
time. From the administration, from the 
alumni, faculty, students, fans, ‘Boy, we're 
proud of what you’ ve done, but what we’re 
really proud of is we're trying to do it the 
right way.’ That always comes through. 
They don’t talk about winning as much as 
they do about what kind of program are 
you running. 


COACHES RECORDS 
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Frank Leahy: Five national champs. 


Year Coach 
1887-89, 
92-93 
1894 
1895 
1896-98 
1899 
1900-01 
1902-03 
1904 
1905 
1906-07 
1908 
1909-10 
1911-12 
1913-17 
1918-30 
1931-33 
1934-40 
1941-43; 
46-53 
1944 
1945; 1963 
1954-58 
1959-62 
1964-74 
1975-80 
1981-85 
1986-88 


No head coaches 
J.L. Morison 

H.G. Hadden 
Frank Hering 
James McWeeney 
Patrick O'Dea 
James Faragher 
Louis Salmon 
Henry J. McGlew 
Thomas Barry 
Victor M. Place 
Frank C. Longman 
John L. Marks 
Jesse C. Harper 
Knute Rockne 
Hunk Anderson 
Elmer Layden 
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Frank Leahy 
Ed McKeever 
Hugh Devore 
Terry Brennan 
Joe Kuharich 
Ara Parseghian 
Dan Devine 
Gerry Faust 
Lou Holtz 


— 


#Ties computed as half won, 


half lost 100 


Seasons 


Terry Brennan: Irish player, coach, 


Won Lost #Tied Pct. 
625 
.700 
750 
.658 
.650 
.750 
833 
625 
556 
.893 
.889 
.857 
.933 
863 
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.800 
500 
.640 
425 
.836 
764 
535 
714 
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40 762 


*The winning percentage of Rockne and Leahy rank 1-2 among all coaches, according to the NCAA. 
That makes them the winningest coaches in college football history. Leahy’s official NCAA mark is 
.864 on a 107-13-9 record that includes a 20-2 mark as Boston College's coach in 1939 and ‘40. 


“I’m notsaying other schools don’t have 
that philosophy. But here you get the mes- 
sage in every communication, in letters 
from alumni, talking to Notre Dame clubs, 
everywhere. The school comes first. Every- 
body puts The Lady on the Dome first. 
That's more important than winning.” 

It’s a mission the coaches apparently 
come to share. Holtz readily admits he has 
the job of his dreams. 

“T wouldn't trade my 11 years at Notre 
Dameas coach or my family’s involvement 


withit foranything,” said Parseghian. “Even 
though there were times you wondered 
what you were doing, itwasa marvelous 11 
years of my life.” 

Faust took more heat than any Notre 
Dame coach of the past quarter century 
while going 30-26-1. No matter. 

“Tf they called me tomorrow,” says Faust, 
“I'd pack my bags.” & 


Phil Richards is a sportswriter for the 
Indianapolis Star. 
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THE NOTRE DAME 


Mystique 


Disbelievers aside, there really is something special about 


the home of Knute Rockne, the Golden Dome (left), the 
Gipper and Touchdown Jesus. 


By ZACH DUNKIN 


The Notre Dame Mystique is real. You 
can wager your last “Knute Rockne Lives” 
button on it. 

Takeastroll through the 1,250-acre cam- 
pus catering to 8,500 or so students. See the 
Golden Dome. Touchdown Jesus. The 
Grotto. No. 1 Moses. And, of course, Notre 
Dame Stadium. 

The mystique exists, all right. 

But through the years there have been 
plenty of disbelievers. Penn State’s Joe 
Paterno says there is no mystique. And a 
few days before Major Harris’ West Vir- 
ginia team was dismantled by Notre Dame 
in the Fiesta Bowl he scoffed at the idea as 
such an intangible. “That stuff is all in the 
past,” said Harris. “I look at what's going 
onnow. We won’ tbe playing against any of 
those ghosts unless they’re out there on the 
field.” 

Notre Dame Coach Lou Holtz is a be- 
liever. “I don’t care if Major Harris and Joe 
Paterno don’t believe it,” said Holtz. “What 
is important is that we believe it.” 

That's the key. Believing it. Even Holtz 
had his doubts during his days on the 
“outside,” as he refers to it. 

“Thad always heard aboutit,” said Holtz, 
who was a head college coach for 16 years 
prior to coming to Notre Dame. “I thought, 
‘Well, there probably is.’ ” 

Butonly experiencing it firsthand would 
fully convince him of the mystique he pre- 
fers to rename “spirit.” Holtz recalled: “I 
walked in and | said, ‘Well, hit me, Notre 
Dame spirit.’ ” 

Nothing happened. “I went a couple of 
more weeks and I still never felt it,” he said. 
“Then, all of a sudden you say, ‘Hey, there 
is a Notre Dame spirit; there is something 
special about this place.’ 

“If you believe it, you feel it. But if you 
go somewhere on campus and say, ‘Let me 
see it,’ it isn’t there. There is something 
special about this place. I believe that from 
the bottom of my heart. I can’t explain it, 
but I’ve had people set foot on this campus 
for only a day and feel it.” 

Opponents can’t explain it either. But 
they know it exists. 

“T think it’s there,” West Virginia Coach 
Don Nehlen said of the mystique before the 


Fiesta Bowl. “I told Lou that as long as I can 
look over and see him coaching ... if Frank 


Leahy comes out then Ill be in trouble.” 

What is 
the Notre 
Dame mys- 
tique? For 
starters, it’s 
an attitude. 
An attitude 
created by 
years of 
ore alt 
coaches and 
players, lots 
of winning 
(75 percent 
of its games ) 
and eight 
national 
champion- 
ships as 
voted by the 
Associated 
Press since 


Moses' right hand is pointed heavenward, 
signifying there is but one God. Football 
fans say Moses is actually pointing out 
that Notre Dame football is No. 1. 


“Touchdown Jesus,” the 132-foot-high 
stone mosaic on the south side of 
Hesburgh Library, is visible from Notre 
Dame Stadium. 


1936 — all under the strictest of academic 
and recruiting standards. 

Redshirting is done by the football staff 
and all requests must be made by the indi- 
vidual before the Faculty Board in Control 
of Athletics. Junior college transfers remain 
unacceptable. And Notre Dame has never 
been on probation for rules violations. 

Notre Dame mystique is an atmosphere. 

“Tt permeates the student body, the fac- 
ulty,” said Holtz. “And I'd like to think our 
football team reflects the atmosphere, the 
spirit, that permeates the entire univer- 
sity.” 

To almost no one’s surprise the Notre 
Dame mystique has flourished under Holtz, 
who is a master of sales and promotion. 
Very few coaches could have done what 
Holtz did at the University of Minnesota 
during his two-year stay there. He turned a 
loser of 17 consecutive Big Ten games into 
abowlteamand filled the Metrodome seats 
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with enthusiastic supporters. 

In Notre Dame he found a program that 
sold itself. No knocking down doors for 
corporate sales. No begging for recruits. 

“At other places you think, ‘This (foot- 
ball program) is my domain, ” said Holtz. 
“Here, you don’t feel that way. Players 
belong to the university.” 

There are no special athletic dorms for 
the football players and no special classes. 
The football players are treated as students 
and nothing more. 

Academics are part of the mystique. 
Notre Dame has graduated 99 percent of its 
football players over the last five years — 
players who compete for good grades 
against some fairly heady students. “Aca- 
demics are for real here,” said Holtz. “You 
are truly a student who plays football.” 
Last year, for the fourth time since the 
College Football Association created anaca- 
demic achievement award in 1981, Notre 
Dame won the award for graduating all 24 
football players who entered school in 1982. 

With folks talking about a dynasty in the 
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making, the mystique 
can only grow. Holtz 
is threatening to join 
the likes of Rockne, 
the legendary coach 
who led Notre Dame 
to national promi- 
nence in the 1920s, 
Frank Leahy and Ara 
Parseghianas some of 
the main characters in the mystique. 

The characters who helped build the 
Notre Dame mystique are too numerous to 
list. Their names fill more than 50 books 
written about the Irish. Notre Dame has 
more All-Americans than anybody 
and seven Heisman Trophy win- 
ners. 

Names like Paul Hornung, Tim 
Brown. Joe Montana, Joe Theis- 
mann, John Huarte, Johnny Lujack. 
Leon Hart. George Gipp. And the 
Four Horsemen. 

“You find out from a Leon Hart 
that his role in the making of the 
Notre Dame mystique was very 
important to him,” said Holtz. 
“Those people justly expect every 
football player here to pay the very 
same price they did.” 

The names and the faces change, 
but the mystique never does. The 
mystique is more than people. 

It is about a list of unforgettable 
“games of the century.” The mys- 


During Knute Rockne's 13-year 
coaching career at Notre Dame, 
the Irish won six national 
championships and had five 
unbeaten, untied seasons. His 
lifetime winning percentage of 
-881 (105-12-5) is the best for 
both college and professional 
football. 


George Gipp (left) first gained fame as Notre Dame's 
first Walter Camp All-American before dying of strep 
throat just weeks after his final football season 
ended. Eight years later, Knute Rockne made his 
“Win One for the Gipper’”’ speech at halftime of ND's 
12-6 win over Army. At Notre Dame Stadium (below), 
the Irish are 216-63-4. 


tique is rivalries with Southern Cal, Pur- 
due, Michigan, Michigan State, Penn State, 
Miami ... the list goes on. 

“It's everybody’s bowl game when they 
play us,” said former Irish Coach Gerry 
Faust, whose inexperience at the collegiate 
level probably made it impossible to deal 
with the pressures that come with the Notre 
Dame mystique. 

The mystique is media exposure. 

Love ‘em or hate ‘em, the Irish are Amer- 
ica’s team. There are other schools like 
Southern Cal, Oklahoma and Ohio State 
with great football traditions, but their 
appeal tends to diminish beyond the state 


line. 


With a schedule that leads them to foot- 
ball hotbeds nationwide, Notre Dame can- 
not be ignored. If it’s Saturday, the Irish are 
on national television — be it network, 
cable or satellite. Even Holtz’s weekly press 
conferences are beamed coast to coast via 
satellite. 

The mystique is dozens of golden hel- 
mets bobbing in the tunnel at the north end 
of Notre Dame Stadium, awaiting the cue 
to take the field. 

Painted gold each week by team manag- 
ers, the helmets are symbolic of the Golden 
Dome. Holtz once suggested the headgear 
needed an “ND” painted on them. “I was 
politely informed that the Golden Dome 
has no ND painted on it and neither would 
the helmets,” said Holtz. 

The mystique is the stadium and its 
locker room. 

Rockne designed the oval stadium, which 
was builtin 1930, Rockne’s last season. Real 
blue grass covers the field, surrounded by 
wooden bleacher seats, which have sup- 
ported consecutive sellout crowds of 59,075 
since 1966. 

The locker room is brown brick. Some of 
the blackboards, and perhaps even a few 
stools could have been left over from 
Rockne’s last days. There’s a bronze plaque 
hanging on the locker room wall below a 
crucifix. On it are George Gipp’s famous 
last words to Rockne as he lay dying in the 
hospital on Dec. 14, 1920 of complication 


from strep throat: 

“I've got to go, Rock. It’s all right. I’m not 
afraid. Some time, Rock, when the team is 
up against it, when things are wrong and 
the breaks are beating the boys...tell them 
to go in there with all they’ve got and win 
just one for the Gipper. I don’t know where 
I'll be then, Rock. But I'll know about it and 
I'll be happy.” 

Rockne granted the Gipper’s wish some 
eight years later. Jack Chevigny scored “one 
for the Gipper” to lead Notre Dame over 
Army, 12-6. 

“Youhear about this stuff—about Rockne 
and the Gipper and all the ghosts at Notre 
Dame — but when you see something like 
that plaque, it turns the legends to reality,” 
said tailback Mark Green, who graduated 
in the spring. “These guys were real people 
and it gives you chills when you think 
about sitting in the locker room where they 
sat,” 

“I'd got pumped up every time I read 
that plaque,” said All-American defensive 
end Frank Stams, a 1989 graduate. “Wesaw 
that film ‘Wake Up Echoes’ so many times 
some of the guys had Rockne down pat.” 

“Tf there’s such a thing as ghosts, I’m sure 
they're in there,” said defensive back George 
Streeter, another '89 grad. “You can sure 
feel it.” 

Rockne is given most of the credit for 
laying the foundation for the Notre Dame 
mystique. During the 1920s European im- 
migrants flooded the shores of America, 


As Grantland Rice 
wrote it for the Oct. 
19, 1924, New York 
Herald-Tribune: 
“Outlined against a 
blue, grey October 
sky the Four 
Horsemen rode 
again. In dramatic 
lore they are known 
as famine, 
pestilence, 
destruction and 
death. These are 
only aliases. Their 
real names are 
Stuhldreher, Miller, 
Crowley and 
Layden.” 


Every ethnic group hada hero and the Irish 
Catholic immigrants, struggling for accep- 
tance, had Notre Dame football. 

“Back then you had Rockne and this little 
school from the Midwest with the magical 
name — Notre Dame du Lac, Our Lady on 
the Lake — and they always played on the 
road, always winning, and that was some- 
thing all underdogs could look to,” said 
Holtz. 

Catholics and downtrodden immigrants 
joined forces and turned outin droves when 
Rockne brought the team to Chicago and 
New York. Thus thename, Subway Alumni, 
easily numbering in the millions. 

The mystique is the Golden Dome, Touch- 
down Jesus and the statue of Moses with 
his hand raised skyward, signaling “We're 
No. 1.” 

Touchdown Jesus is a 10-story mosaic 
adorning the front of the Theodore M. 
Hesburgh Library, named for the former 
university president. The mosaic, which 
overlooks the north end of the stadium, 
depicts the life of Jesus Christ, who has his 
arms raised heavenward. 

At any other school, such a moniker 
would seem sacrilege. Not at Notre Dame. 
It is simply viewed as the perfect example 
of how religion and football tradition come 
together there. 

Father Hesburgh once told Holtz: “Our 
Lady might visit Lourdes, but she lives 
here.” 

And so does the Notre Dame mystique. 


Zach Dunkin is part of the mystique sur- 
rounding the sports department at the Indian- 
apolis News. 
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“Some time, Rock, when the team is up against it, when things 
are wrong and the breaks are beating the boys ... 
tell them to go in there with all they've got 


and win just one for the Gipper.” 


Tim Brown 
quickly adjusted 
to professional 
football; he was 
named the 1988 
NFL Rookie of 
the Year. 


RAIDERS OF THE LOST DYNASTY 


Former Irish stars Tim 
Brown and Steve Beuerlein 
are part of a tradition-rich 
football program that has hit 
upon hard times of its own. 


By PETE DANKO 
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The franchise that calls itself the win- 
ningest in professional sports hasn’t had a 
winning season in four years, which tends 
to put a crimp in one’s swagger. 

However, for the Raiders, the bravado 
dies hard. They still strut around their head- 
quarters like the champions they have not 
been since 1985, confident that this extended 
blip on their otherwise straight-line success 


story will soon be forgotten. 

All of which sounds familiar to quarter- 
back Steve Beuerlein and wide receiver/ 
return-man Tim Brown, a pair of Raiders 
who spent much of their time at Notre 
Dame trying to catch up with the glories of 
yesteryear. 

In Beuerlein’s fourseasons with the Irish, 
1983-86, they hada 23-21 record. For Brown, 


a year behind Beuerlein at Notre Dame, 
things were slightly better. The Gerry Faust 
Era ended before his junior year, and under 
Lou Holtz, the Irish managed a Cotton 
Bowl appearance to conclude Brown’s 
senior season. 

“Definitely there are similarities,” Brown 
said. “Both here and in South Bend, people 
are used to winning. It’s sort of taken for 
granted, and even if things haven’t gone 
that well, the attitude that the winning is 
going to happen remains. You feel like it’s 
just a matter of time.” 

Brown’s rookie season with the Raiders 
might have been one of their most tumultu- 
ous since Al Davis took control of the fran- 
chise in the mid-1960s. And Beuerlein, who 
saw his share of controversy at Notre Dame, 
was right in the middle of it all. 

As Davis and new coach Mike Shanahan 
clashed over how to run a football team, 
Beuerlein struggled in his second NFL 
season to learn an entirely new system. 
And he struggled for respect. 

Despite being Notre Dame’s all-time 
leading passer, Beuerlein was a fourth- 
round draft pick in 1987, and after a rookie 
year on injured reserve, he was rated as not 
much of a prospect. 

“T think a lot of people looked at Steve’s 

junior year and got a negative picture of 
him,” Shanahan said last season. “But if 
you look at his senior year, when his arm 
was in shape and he was in better physical 
shape, he rates much higher than as a jun- 
ior. 
“And if you go further, to how he can 
play now, there’s no doubt in my mind that 
if he were available now in the draft, he’d 
be picked in the first round, very close to 
the top. I don’t know if there’s a college 
quarterback out there that would be a bet- 
ter prospect than Steve.” 

Besides, there wasn’t much to chose 
from,and on opening day against the Rams, 
Beuerlein, with not a snap of regular-sea- 
son professional experience under his belt, 
was the starter. And he played well, throw- 
ing for 375 yards and two touchdowns. The 
following day, however, he opened a local 
paper and — welcome to LA, pal — found 
that a columnist had ripped him for getting 
sacked eight times. 

“That was soridiculous,” Beuerlein said. 
“T looked at the film after I read the article, 
and there is no way | could have done 
anything about those sacks. You take your 
seventh step back and all of asudden there 
are linemen and linebackers on top of you. 
What are you going to do?” 

The columnists weren’t crazy about 
Beuerlein, and, apparently, neither was 
Davis. At least, the owner wasn’t ready to 
entrust his team’s future with Beuerlein. 
While Beuerlein became the inevitable 
starter over Jim Plunkett, Vince Evans and 
Rusty Hilger — inevitable because none of 
the others could really play — the Raiders 
were dickering with the Redskins, working 
a deal for Jay Schroeder. 

Thus began the quarterback merry-go- 
round. Schroeder took over for Beuerleinin 


Week 4, but he struggled, and Beuerlein 
was again the startera month later, with the 
promise that he would finish out the season 
as such. 

He didn’t. Schroeder played the last two 
games, played pretty well, and he’s being 
counted on to guide the Raiders next sea- 
son. Beuerlein, who finished 1988 with a 
44.1 completion percentage, eight touch- 
downs, seven interceptions and 1,643 yards 
passing, seems destined for a backup role. 

“Alli can dois keep working hard,” said 
Beuerlein, who grew up in nearby Orange 
County and trains religiously in the area in 
the offseason. “I had a chance to play and I 
don’t think I embarrassed myself. I got 
some seasoning, got a taste of what it’s like 
to play in the NFL. I’m not going to be 
unhappy about where I’m atin my career.” 

Quite obviously, neither is Tim Brown, 
the 1988 NFL Rookie of the Year who faced 
a very different sort of pressure last season 
with the Raiders. 

Heisman Trophies are commonplace 
around Raiders headquarters. Marcus Al- 
len and his backfield buddy, Bo Jackson, 
have Heismans, as do a bunch of USC and 
UCLA grads. Still, the Heisman has re- 
tained its place as a goal for players and as 
a focus of media attention. 

So Brown’s arrival as the Raiders’ No. 1 
pick was widely heralded, though not with- 
out a touch of cynicism. 

Brown was the early Heisman front- 
runner two years ago. Then, after a poor 
game against Miami (Fla.), he was the 
subject of intense criticism. It was said that 
Brown really wasn’t such a great player, 
and that he got the Heisman largely be- 
cause CBS put Notre Dame on national 
television so often. 

“That was kind of shocking,” Brown 
said. “I had never said I was perfect. The 


By the time Beuerlein left Notre Dame, he was the Fighting Irish's all-time leading passer. 
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Brown ran away with the Heisman in 1987. 
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IRISH IN THE NFL 


Atlanta Falcons 
Mike Gann, DE 
John Scully, G 


Buffalo Bills 
Joe Howard, WR 


Chicago Bears 
Dave Duerson, S 
Tom Thayer, G 
Mark Green, RB 
(5th round, '89 draft) 
George Streeter, DB 
(11th round, ’89 draft) 


Cleveland Browns 
Robert Banks, DE 


Green Bay Packers 
Blair Kiel, QB 


Houston Oilers 
Allen Pinkett, RB 


Los Angeles Raiders 
Steve Beuerlein, QB 
Tim Brown, FL 
Bob Golic, NT 


Los Angeles Rams 
Greg Bell, RB 
Pete Holohan, TE 
Pernell Taylor, RB 
Frank Stams, LB 
(2nd round, ‘89 draft) 


Miami Dolphins 
Tony Furjanic, LB 
Wes Pritchett, LB 
(6th round, ’89 draft) 


Minnesota Vikings 
David Huffman, T 


New England Patriots 
Tom Rehder, OT 


New Orleans Saints 
Dave Waymer, CB 


New York Giants 
Mark Bavaro, TE 
Eric Dorsey, DE 


Philadelphia Eagles 
Mike Golic, DT 


Phoenix Cardinals 
Bob Clasby, DT 


Pittsburgh Steelers 
Chuck Lanza, C 


San Diego Chargers 

Larry Williams, G 

Cedric Figaro, ILB 
San Francisco 49ers 

Joe Montana, QB 
Seattle Seahawks 

Andy Heck, OT 

(1st round, ’89 draft) 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
John Carney, K 


guys who were writing all the positive 
stories about me were the ones who were 
saying I was perfect. Then when they saw I 
wasn’t, they ripped me. But, hey, that’s part 
of life in the fast lane.” 

Surprisingly, in some sense the pace 
was even quicker during his senior year in 
South Bend than his rookie year in LA. “I 
think I got more press back there than here, 
mostly because of the Heisman thing,” 
Brown said. “I think Notre Dame did teach 
me a lot about rolling with the punches. 
Now with the Raiders, I can go into a foot- 
ball game with the attitude of just going out 
and doing my best. 

“I don’t have to worry about returning 
every punt for a touchdown or catching 
every pass fora touchdown. Youcan’tbegin 
to think that what you do at every second is 
going to win or lose you the football game 
— or the Heisman Trophy. 

Though he was an old pro at dealing 
with the press, Brown didn’t come to the 
Raiders thinking he knew it all on the foot- 
ball field. With celebrated receivers such as 
James Lofton, Willie Gault and Mervyn 
Fernandez on the same field, that might 
have been a bit presumptuous. There was 
still much to learn. 

“In college you just run patters. You 
don’t worry about what you're doing with 
your head or your hands. But now I’ve 
learned you've got to keep your hands in 
and your head up or these good defensive 
backs, they're going to pick up on that,” 
Brown said. 

“You find yourself being open and you 
aren’t able to figure out why, but someone 
like James (Lofton), he can point out things 
like that to you, and then, what do you 
know, you find yourself catching eight 
Passes in a game.” 

Which is what Brown did one late-Octo- 
ber afternoon against the Kansas City 
Chiefs. What he showed that day was that 
he is more than simply a kick and punt 
returner. 

“The guy’s a football player, that’s what 
he is,” Raiders defensive end Howie Long 
said. “That's obvious. He has that instinct 
for the game that the great ones have, and 
he’s intelligent and committed.” 

Brown led the NFL in kickoff returns, 


WANT TO SEE A 
NOTRE DAME 
GAME? 


Beuerlein has stood tall, despite criticism. 


averaging 26.8 yards and returning one 97 
yards for a touchdown. He was eighth in 
the American Football Conference in punt 
returns, with a 9.1 average, and on a team 
that had some trouble completing passes, 
he caught 43, five for touchdowns. 

This season, Brown figures to become 
an even more prominent receiver, which 
could lead to a cut-back in his kick-return- 
ing duties. 

“T just want to contribute as much as I 
can to the Raiders getting back into the 
play-offs,” he said. “That's the key. I want 
to play for a winner. That’s why I went to 
Notre Dame, and that’s why I was glad to 
become a Raider. Now we have to make it 
happen.” ip 


Pete Danko makes it happen as the L.A. 


Raiders beat writer for the Riverside Press in 
California. 


REDDEN TRAVEL SERVICE 


1721 Lincolnway East, South Bend, IN 46613 
1-800-627-0153 


“OPERATING NOTRE DAME TOURS SINCE 1936" 


| THE NATIONAL SCENE _| NATIONAL SCENE 


BEANO 


COOK 


SPEAKS 
HIS MIND 


In his own forthright style, 
ESPN's resident swami asks 
and answers 20 questions 
about the '89 season and state 
of college football. 


1. Which team will be No. 1 in 
1989? 
Although the decision isn’t final, Ne- 
braska, Georgia, Florida State and Michi- 
gan are strong candidates for No. 1. 
Notre Dame has the best material, 
but late-season road games against 
Penn State and Miami will be difficult. 
Before Jimmy Johnson left for Dallas 
I thought the Hurricanes could lose 
one along the way and still finish 
No. 1. Now, they’ll lose at least 
two games. So forget Miami. 
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Paterno and Schembechler are soon ready to pass the baton. 


2. Should undergraduates be eli- 
gible for the NFL draft? 

It matters little what I think. Although it 
worked fine, the phone system was broken 
up bya bunch of lawyers and idioticjudges. 
The same goes for the present draft system. 
Personally, I like it. But sometime soon the 
lawyers and judges are going to change 
that, too. 


3. Is college football better than 
pro football? 

In the technical sense, no. Otherwise, a 
weekend at a college game beats a pro 
game, although the latter still offers a lot— 
except for those constant meetings of offi- 
cials and then the announcement, “Upon 
further review...” 

Pro football also has one other advan- 
tage — everybody plays under the same 
rules. Oregon State will always be Oregon 
State. However, one of these days Kansas 
City will no longer be a dreadful team. It 
will make it to the Super Bowl. 

Judging by the television ratings, Amer- 
ica prefers pro football. The masses often 
lack common sense. Pro football sold its 
game. Forinstance, we hear all the time that 
the “greatest game ever played” was the 
1958 Baltimore-New York Giants game 
(won by the Colts, 23-17). Hogwash. The 
1971 Nebraska-Oklahoma game (won by 
the Cornhuskers, 35-31) ranks as the best. 
College football's biggest asset is the vari- 
ety you see. The offenses come in different 
packages. 

The biggest difference, however,remains 
the atmosphere. The bands, The cheerlead- 
ers. The rivalries that date back to the 19th 
century. You can’t buy tradition and at- 
mosphere. That remains the big difference 
between Saturday afternoons and Sunday 
afternoons. 
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4. What do you think of athletic 
dorms and redshirting? 

If a coach insists on putting all the foot- 
ball players in the same dormitory for the 
season, a strong argument exists for that 
type of policy. However, to segregate the 
players from the student body all year cheats 
the athlete. 

As for redshirting, a limit for each class 
should be set. Let the number be 12. Or 10, 
Or 15. The policy of redshirting 80-90 per- 
cent of a freshman class sends the wrong 
message. 

Actually, redshirting makes more sense 
than it did years ago, because of the time 
many athletes now spend in offseason train- 
ing. Redshirting remains a necessary evil 
for those schools competing in big-time 
football. 


5. Have Syracuse and West Vir- 
ginia passed Penn State? Ifso, how 
did Joe Paterno allow this to hap- 
pen? 

Over a 10-year period, Penn State will 
finish ahead of Syracuse and West Virginia 
at least seven times. Paterno holds most of 
the cards. The 1988 season was an aberra- 
tion, nothing more. 

Both the Mountaineers and the Orange- 
men will be playing tougher schedules in 
the 1990s. However, few teams in the ‘90s 
will play a tougher schedule than Penn 
State does in 1990. 

A feeling exists here that Paterno will go 
into the latter part of one of the next few 
seasons with a shot at the national title. 
That won't happen to West Virginia or 
Syracuse. 

By the way, Penn State will win at least 
seven games this year and will actually end 
up with a 9-3 or 10-2 record in 1989. 


6. Who will replace Joe Paterno? 
Bo Schembechler? 

In each case, the replacement will come 
from Paterno’s and Bo’s staff. It seems 
unlikely that either university will go out- 
side of the staff because both programs 
have been successful, 

If Bo remains as athletic director, the 
new coach will definitely come from the 
staff. Paterno also will help pick his succes- 
sor, even though his new job will be at 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, D.C. 

It's ironic that Schembechler, like 
Paterno, is nearing the end of his career as 
a head coach. In December 1968, Don Can- 
ham, then the athletic director at Michigan, 
met Paterno at a motel in Pittsburgh to offer 
him the job as head coach at Michigan. 

“His mind was on the bowl game,” 
Canham said. “I should have waited until 
after the bow! game, although Joe truly 
liked coaching at Penn State and probably 
wouldn’t have accepted the job anyway. 
However, I got lucky and hired Bo. He was 
perfect for Michigan.” 

Although it’s strictly a hunch, Bo will 
probably coach a few more years than 
Paterno. 


7. Will George Perles be able to 
return Michigan State to the top? 

Although Perles got Michigan State to 
the 1988 Rose Bowl, his job isn’t an easy 
one, The Spartans play tough non-confer- 
ence games. This policy won’t change. The 
feeling here remains the same: Ohio State 
and Michigan will dominate the Big Ten for 
at least the next decade. 


8. Who are the most under-rated 
coaches in America? 

Jim Young, Grant Teaff and George 
Welsh. 


The job Young has done at Army is 
remarkable. On a week-to-week basis, the 
Cadets lack the material to play a schedule 
like USC or Auburn. However, give Young 
one game to prepare and a few weeks, and 
in most cases he wins or makes it close. 

Teaff continues to keep Baylor, a private 
university located in the middle of nowhere, 
competitive. The program remains purer 
than Caesar's wife. With luck, Baylor might 
play for the national title one of these years. 

No matter how good the material is at 
Virginia, the Cavaliers won't be able to 
compete on a yearly basis with their oppo- 
nents, Yet, Welsh always manages to pulla 
surprise here and there. 


9. Why the turnaround at Notre 
Dame? And how will the Irish do 
in '89? 

First, remember that Notre Dame gets 
the best football players in the country. 

Second, Lou Holtz is an outstanding 
college coach. He spent a year in the pros. 
Lou learned what a lot of pro football 
coaches have known for years — every- 
body plays on a level field. Eventually, 
every team has great years. San Diego's 
time will come. 

Third, despite all the talk about the Notre 
Dame spirit, material wins games. The spirit 
of Notre Dame remains during the basket- 
ball season, but the Fighting Irish have 
never won the NCAA Tournament, al- 
though it’s likely to happen in the next few 
years. With all the material Holtz now has, 
he’sina position to wina national title three 
out of every four years. 

This will be the case in 1989, although 
the road schedule remains the biggest ob- 
stacle. Strictly on material, Notre Dame has 
the best team in 1989. That’sif Holtz doesn’t 
let any of the players drive the team bus. 


10. You keep claiming that parity 
is a myth. Why? 

The same teams dominate from year to 
year. Not every year, but nearly every 
year. 

Look at the Pac-10, When 
was the last time Cali- 
fornia, Oregon 
State, Oregon 


and Washington State went to the Rose 
Bowl? 

College football had more parity in the 
‘50s than now. The addition of the 11th 
game makes it more difficult for teams to go 
undefeated, but the same teams end up in 
the major bowls. Notevery year, but nearly 
every year. The limit on scholarships has 
failed to achieve parity. 

Between ABC and CBS, approximately 
80 teams are eligible to be televised by one 
of these two networks. Of those 80 teams, at 
least 30 have no shot at winning the na- 
tional title. And for the next five to 10 teams, 
every break must go their way along with 
some good home-cooking from the offi- 
cials. Parity remains nearly unreachable 
under the present rules. 

In the 50s, the Pacific Coast Conference, 
then with eight teams, sent seven different 
teams to the Rose Bowl. Over the same 
time, the Big Ten also sent seven different 
teams. 

Teams with three straight non-winning 
seasons should be able to give extra schol- 
arships in the fourth year and continue to 
do so until a winning season arrives. Natu- 
rally, the perennial powers will complain. 
But it’s important that teams with consis- 
tently losing records be given a chance to 
compete. College football needs more par- 
ity than it has now. 


11. What are your thoughts on 
overtime and instant replay? 

As for the regular season, forget over- 
time. Unlike some, a feeling doesn’t exist 
here that a tie game is a mortal sin. Some of 
the most famous games in college football 
history ended in ties. In bowl games, that’s 
a different story — but only if both schools 


Holtz has a bumper crop every year. 


agree. In other words, don’t make it man- 
datory in bowl games. However, if over- 
time becomes mandatory in bowl games, 
the idea will be a popular one and a good 
one. One 15-minute period at the most. 

Forget instant replay during the regular 
season. Impossible to do. It might become 
feasible in bow] games. But at least for now, 
leave the officiating to the officials. Since 
the use of neutral officials, except for the ar- 
rogant Rose Bowl, few disputes seem to 
arise. 


12. Why does everyone dislike Mi- 
ami? Will they continue to dislike 
Miami now that Dennis Erickson 
replaced Jimmy Johnson? 

I like Miami because of the great odds 
the university had to overcome to become a 
national power again. It’s funny — nobody 
dislikes teams that lose. Does anybody hate 
Northwestern? Rice? 

Former Miami Coach Jimmy Johnson 
gota bad rap when heran some fancy plays 
against Notre Dame in Gerry Faust'’s last 
game. Ara Parseghian made uncomplimen- 
tary remarks about Johnson. Ara appar- 
ently forgot the time when Notre Dame led 
USC, 38-0, and he put Nick Eddy back into 
the game to scorea touchdown. Or when he 
went for two points against Navy with a 
lead of 41-14. [like Johnson. And I like Ara. 
Because somebody uses bad judgment once 
or twice, doesn’t mean he deserves to be 
nailed to the cross for eternity. Let Miami 
start losing and nobody will dislike them. 

As for now, even though the captain of 
the ship, Johnson, is gone, the image re- 
mains. Going into the ’89 season, they’re 
still guilty until proven otherwise. 


13. Will Howard Schnellenberger 
bring a national title to Louisville? 
Only two ways: 
One, switch jobs with Denny Crum. 
Two, 82 schools get the death penalty. 


14, You keep talking about having 
neutral officials in all intersec- 
tional games. Why? 

The fact that most intersectional games 
went to split crews years ago is an admis- 
sion that a problem exists. Another benefit 
emerges from using neutral officials: It takes 
the pressure off the officials. Inother words, 
officials won't be called “homers,” a situ- 
ation that exists now whenan official makes 
a call that benefits the conference team he 
represents. 

Besides, with jets it’s possible to get 
anywhere in the country in 10 minutes. The 
big problem is waiting for one’s baggage. 


15. In order, what are the nine best 
conferences? 

1. Southeastern Conference. Best 
coaches. Most intense rivalries. 

2. NEC. Better quarterbacks than the 
SEC, but not better coaches. 

3. Pac-10. This conference usually has 
three to five darn good passing quarter- 


43 


backs. Whena team gets behind three touch- 
downs, it still has a chance to get back into 
the game. One year, Washington led Cali- 
fornia, 54-14, going into the final period. 
Washington won, but barely, 54-49. This 
would never happen in any other confer- 
ence. 

4, Big Eight. Was 1988 a mirage or not? 
This season will tell us. 

5. AFC. Too many bad teams. 

6. Big Ten. Too many teams in the con- 
ference lack the talent to remain competi- 
tive year after year. 

7. WAC. Do you believe that Kansas 
City or San Diego could win at Wyoming in 
December or Hawaii anytime? Most excit- 
ing football in the world except for high 
school football in Texas. 

8. SWC. Too many private schools. 

9. ACC. This isn’t basketball. 


16. Will there ever be a national 
player How much say will the 
owls have? 

In the ‘90s, look for a playoff after the 
bowl games. 

At first, two teams will play and eventu- 
ally four. Itremains doubtful if the number 
of teams will exceed four. 

The bowls will lobby to stop a playoff, 
but greed will overcome common sense. 
Actually, it made more sense to start a 
playoff two or three decades ago when the 
problems facing big-time sports weren’t as 
numerous. 


17. Are there too many bowl 
games? 

It seems that only members of the media 
complain about so many bowl games. With 
all these bowl games, it gives teams that 
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have a difficult time winning their confer- 
ences (Washington State, Indiana, Ken- 
tucky, etc.) a chance to go toa bowl game. 
That's important to many coaches. Certain 
teams (UCLA, USC, Ohio State, etc.) pos- 
sess certain advantages over some of their 
opponents. 

In college football, many games aren’t 
played on a level field. The abundance of 
bowl games gives the disadvantaged a 
chance at some glory, And that’s impor- 
tant, 


18.If you could change one thing 


about football, what would it be? 

Change therule about hitting the ground 
and a fumble. Where in the hell did this 
rule come from? Probably from the same 
idiots who broke up the phone company 
and are now telling us it was a great deci- 
sion. 

At one time, the whistle stopped the 
action. Somebody told me that this rule has 
always been there. Don’t believe it. At one 
time, if the runner hit the ground and 
fumbled before the whistle sounded, itwas 
a fumble. Changing this rule would cer- 
tainly make it an easier game to officiate. 


19. Should college players be paid? 

Atone time, the answer to that question 
was no. A resounding no. 

Not now, though football players now 
practice all year long except for Christmas, 
Easter and maybe Bastille Day, July 14. 
During the school year, players can’t work 
to earn money. Even if the players could 
work, it might be difficult to do because of 
all the time players must spend in the 
weight room. 

The time will come when the players 


Nothing's finer than 
cheerleaders from the 
Carolinas. 


will be paid. It seems only fair. At one time, 
players received laundry money, $15 a 
month. Today, that amount will pay for 
cleaning one shirt and two T-shirts. 

Many players now come from one-par- 
ent homes. Thisis another reason that some 
type of payment be made to the players. 
Some cynics might say that some players 
already might be getting money from 
members of today’s biggest problem, the 
booster clubs. 


20. What school has the best look- 
ing cheerleaders? 

If you asked this question in the ‘60s, 
we'd all make the evening news, with Glo- 
ria Steinem. Another factor to remember in 
my case is simple — for somebody who 
sneaked out of college 35 years ago, at this 
stage of my life, my observations mean 
little, Still, the question deserves an answer. 

Andy Sidaris, a SMU graduate and di- 
rector of the ABC telecasts of the college 
games for years, once told TV Guide that 
the Big Ten cheerleaders didn’t have it. 
Believe me, I’m not that picky, The USC 
Song Girls seem to excite all of my friends at 
ESPN. But the Song Girls belong in a sepa- 
rate division. They belong in the Broadway 
play, “A Chorus Line.” 

If, however, you force me to pick the 
school with the best looking cheerleaders, I 
must declare co-winners: North Carolina 
and South Carolina. Go with South Caro- 
lina in an itch. 


Beano Cook, who came oh-so-close to cor- 
rectly picking West Virginia as national cham- 
pion in 1988, is the pundit-in-residence for 
ESPN's coverage of college football. 


Tired of the watered-down overview of 
the nation? How about their filler articles 
on the "History of the Blitz," "The Art of 
Tackling" or "The Belly Series"? The other 
national College Football pre-season 
annuals are thick with fluff and heavy 
with ads. How will Holy Cross really do 
this year? Who cares? 


Campus Communications believes 
there is only one TEAM in College 
Football: Your Team. Our pre-season 
annuals are published with you in mind, 
and are exclusively dedicated to covering 
your favorite college team or your hated 
opponent -- cover to cover. 


You receive in-depth coverage with 
exclusive interviews with the head coach, 
player profiles, opponent previews, the lat- 
est recruiting update, statistics, action 
photography and much, much more. 


So, if you are enjoying your copy and 
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ness associate, or if you want the inside 
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Penn State Football Annual 


@® Coach Joe Paterno: An Exclusive 
Interview 
@ Penn State's Predictable Offense 
@ Plotting the Road to No. 1 
@ Scheduling into the 90's 
@ The Woes of Being a Penn State Quarterback 
@ Recruiting Bios 


On Sale April 10 


Syracuse Football Annual 


@ Coach Dick MacPherson: An Exclusive 


Interview by Bob Costas 
@ Why the Orangemen Will Stay on Top 
@ Special "100 Years of SU Football" Section: 
All-time SU Team 
Floyd Little: What SU Means to Me 


Jim Brown and the Running Back Tradition 


On Sale May 10 


Notre Dame Football Annual 


@ Coach Lou Holtz: Exclusive Interview 

@ 3-Year Plan: How the Irish Returned to No. 1 
@ Repeat as No. 1? Pro and Con 

@ Tony Rice's Run for the Heisman 


On Sale June 2 


Michigan/Michigan State Annual 


@ Coaches Bo Schembechler and George Perles: 
Exclusive Interviews 
@ The Recruiting War in Michigan 
@ The U-M/MSU Rivalry 
@ Is MSU Back For Good? 
@ U-M QB Dogfight: Brown or Taylor? 
On Sale June 21 
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There’s no place Brent 
Musburger would rather be 
on an autumn afternoon 
than behind the 
microphone at a college 
football game. 


Maybe Joe 
Paterno will get Penn 
State back on top this season. 


“WHAT I LOVE 
7 | G Fall is my favorite time of year. Man, I 

vv loveit. You've probably heard me talk about 

Joe Montana and Jerry Rice. Or that tough 

ole Bear, Mike Ditka. But what I really love 


about the fall are the trees and the college 

campuses and a Saturday afternoon game. 

You ever walk across the Notre Dame 

A veteran CBS sportscaster, who has covered every event campus with hundreds of students telling 


; i you to get back early for the Miami game? 
form the Super Bowl to the NCAA Final Four, has a special Omlehtdl «/syraeves netsh insiacten tell 


place in his heart for college football. you what he really thinks about Joe Paterno 
and the Penn State powerhouse? And if 

By BRENT MUSBURGER you climb those stairs over there, you can 
find Bo Schembechler sitting behind his 
desk. 


FF 
I love the way Bo intimidates first-tim- 
ers. I’ve seen grown TV producers quake at 
the thought of telling Bo what time to have 
his Wolverines lined up for a kickoff. 
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We were broadcasting a Michigan-Notre 
Dame game one Saturday in Ann Arbor. 
When it came time for the second half kick- 
off, there was no Bo. Or his football team. 
They tell me the walls were shaking as Bo 
told his troops what he thought of their 
first-half performance. 

Our producer screamed through his 
headset for someone to get Michigan on the 
field. And as coachand producer bellowed, 
two officials cowered in the doorway of the 
locker room. 

“You better tell Bo,” said official No. 1. 

“No ... [think we better tell that TV guy 
we’re gonna be a little late with the kick- 
off,” replied official No. 2. 

But long halftimes don’t bother me. I 
love the bands. Late at night, Frank Sinatra 
sounds pretty darn good and I guess the 
Beatles were all right, but my two favorite 
songs are the fight songs for Notre Dame 
and the Michigan. Tell me you don’t get a 
little misty eyed and pumped up when you 
see that Golden Dome and hear that music. 

If the Dallas Cowboys were America’s 
Team, then the Fighting Irish are the World’s 
Team, 

When I was a sportswriter for the 
Chicago's American, the biggest event lever 
covered was the Notre Dame-Michigan 
State classic in 1966. It was in East Lansing, 
Mich., and the feeling around that stadium 
prior to that game was like that which 
surrounds a heavyweight championship 
fight. Fans were quieter than normal. Tick- 
ets were impossible to find. 

The Irish arrived the night before on a 
train from South Bend. Ara Parseghian had 
that fire in his eye. And running back Nick 
Eddy tripped getting off the train. I saw 
him wince. Little did I know that Eddy 
wouldn’t be a factor because of that turned 
ankle, 

Duffy Daugherty and the Spartans were 
loaded. There was big Bubba Smith. He 
would force Ara to run out the clock rather 
than risk an interception and a Michigan 
State field goal in the final seconds. There 
was George Webster. Has there ever beena 
better college outside linebacker? And Gene 
Washington sure could catch passes. One 
of the best. And there was a running back 
by the name of Clinton Jones. I could never 
figure out why he didn’t do better on Sun- 
day afternoons. 

Notre Dame hung in. The 10-10 tie pro- 
duced one of the sport's great controver- 
sies. I'll never forget the feeling in and 
around that stadium. 

+ + 

It's time to c’mon down South, where 
college football isn’t only entertainment, 
it's a way of life. 

Clemson, S.C., is a rock from Death 
Valley and orange pants and more noise 
than a rock concert. The place is a sea of 
orange, and good ‘ole boy Danny Ford is 
down there on the sideline, twisting his 
baseball cap and trying to get the ref’s at- 
tention. 

Death Valley is some scene on game 


day. And when it’s over, 
see if you and your orange 
sweater can get inside the Esso club 
for a cold one. 

Down in Tallahassee, Fla., they've gota 
coach by the name of Bobby Bowden. The 
man’s a gambler. Pure riverboat. He'll fake 
a punt on his own 20-yard line. Expect the 
unexpected when you watch his Semino- 
les. 

Better to catch a night game in Tallahas- 
see, because a flaming spear makes a bigger 
impact with the lights down. That’s how 
they start their college games in that town. 
It'll send chills the first time you see it. 

And you might even geta glimpse of old 
grad Burt Reynolds during a game. Burt 
came into the booth for a game. Did a little 
play-by-play with me. Even predicted a 


The noise in 
Clemson's Death 
Valley is on par with a rock concert. 


blocked punt. 

If touchdownsand winning by big scores 
turn you on, don’t forget the Miami Hurri- 
canes and the Orange Bowl. Until he de- 
parted for the Cowboysand the NFL, Jimmy 
Johnson never saw an end zone he didn’t 
covet. ‘Canes can and do score from any- 
place on the field. What a great villain. 
Folks either love the ‘Canes or hate ‘em. No 
middle ground with this bunch. Under 
Johnson, they were flat-out well-coached. 

+ OF 

Each year there’s a hot spot in college 
football. A year ago, it was West Virginia. 
The mountains were never prettier. The 
year before, Syracuse. 

And who knows about this season? 
Maybe Penn State will be back on top. Joe 
Paterno has been quiet the last couple of 
years. You can’t keep him down for long, 
though. Sure, his linebackers are a great 
tradition. But have you ever been to Happy 
Valley on game day? Now there's a scene. 

Ican’t wait for those autumn leaves. Best 
time of year. 


Brent Musburger can be seen “live,on CBS” 
covering college football and the National Foot- 
ball League. 


Duffy Daugherty heard plenty of 
applause in 1966, the year his great 
Michigan State team tied Notre Dame 
10-10. 
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WHO WILL BE NUMBER 


Michigan 
Coach Bo 
Schembechler 
is sitting pretty. 


IN 1989? 


With 17 of 22 starters back, 
the Michigan Wolverines are 
The Annual's pick to go all 
the way this season. 


By LENN ROBBINS 


My, what a chipper mood we found 
Michigan Coach Bo Schembechler in before 
the 1989-90 college football season had 
begun and after the recruiting wars had 
ended. 

Bo, we said, what if we told you that the 
Wolverines were our choice to win the 
national championship? Normally, that 
kind of talk is enough to give a major col- 
lege coach indigestion. But not Bo. 

“God, [hope that works out,” said Schem- 
bechler. “I'll tell you what. [fit does, I'll buy 
you the biggest steak there is back East.” 

Well, Bo, we like ours medium well and 
we like the Wolverines to win it all. 

By the end of last season, when Michi- 
gan upset Southern Cal 24-14 in the Rose 
Bowl, the Wolverines were playing as well 
as any team in the country. Seventeen of 22 
starters from that team return, including 
what may be the best backfield in the coun- 
try in tailback Tony Boles and fullback 
LeRoy Hoard. 

The players Michigan loses willbe tough 
to replace. Tackle Mark Messner often oc- 
cupied three offensive players. Center John 
Vitale could be overpowering and Ohio 
State fans can vouch for receiver John 
Kolesar’s game-breaking ability. It was 
Kolesar whose late punt return set up his 
acrobatic touchdown catch that led Michi- 
gan to a 34-31 win over the Buckeyes. 

Despite those losses, the Wolverines are 
loaded. Brett White can be a devastating 
force on defense, as can J.J. Grant, if he can 
recover from knee surgery. Defensive back 
Tripp Welborne, a converted wide receiver, 
is one of the team’s best athletes. 

Either Vince Taylor or Demetrius Brown 
is capable of quarterbacking an offense that 
can score from anywhere on the field. In 
addition to Hoard and Boles, Greg 
McMurtry and Cris Calloway are receivers 
that can stretch a defense. 

But the thing we like most about the 
Wolverines is their ability to hang on to the 
football. Michigan was fifth in the nation 
last season with a giveaway-takeaway of 
plus 15. 

“I think the most talent in the nation is at 
Notre Dame,” said Schembechler, whose 
team will open the season by hosting the 
Fighting Irish. “I would say Notre Dame 
undoubtedly has the most speed and the 


A win over N.C, 
State should 
help make 
Danny Ford of 
Clemson feel 
better. 


most returning talent. They've had the best 
recruiting class the last 10 years, so they 
ought to beable to do something with that. 

“The two California teams will be good. 
You know Miami, Florida and Florida State 
will be good. I guess Nebraska and Okla- 
homa will be good. I would think Ohio 
State and Penn State will be back. Clemson 
is always there and there will be two or 
three teams from the Southeastern Confer- 
ence. I would think we'll probably be pres- 
ent in the top five.” 

Maybe we should have let Bo try his 
hand at picking the nation’s Top 20. Every 
team he mentioned, with the exception of 
Florida, is in on our list. 

The No. 2 team is NEBRASKA. The 
Huskers only have 10 returning starters, 
but Tom Osborne’s program is onein which 
he doesn’t rebuild but reload. 

Osborne has a schedule with just two 
dangerous obstacles. Nebraska will play at 
Colorado and host Oklahoma. The Husk- 
ers should slice through the rest of their 
schedule like a scythe through ripe wheat. 

Osborne's first order of business will be 
to replace quarterback Steve Taylor. Senior 
Gerry Gdowski and sophomore Mickey 
Joseph have the early edge, but don’t be 
surprised if redshirt freshman Mike Grant 
gets a shot at running the show. Grant is a 
6-foot-2, 205-pounder who led the fresh- 
man team to a 5-0 record last season. 

Whoever calls the signals will have lots 
of help. Kenny Clark was the No. 2 rusher 
in the Big 8 last season and Terry Rodgers, 
the son of 1972 Heisman Trophy winner 
Johnny Rodgers, is expected back from knee 
surgery. 

Although linebackers LeRoy Etienne and 
Broderick Thomas are gone, Nebraska still 
will have one of the best units in the coun- 


try, led by Jeff Mills. Freesafety Tim Jackson 
anchors the secondary. 

It’s been four years since No. 3 
CLEMSON beat N.C. State and each of 
those three loses has cost the Tigers a shot at 
a national title. 

This year Clemson should handle the 
Wolfpack and it doesn’t have to face a tal- 
ented Virginia team in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference. In fact, Clemson gets to play 
five of seven league games at home in Death 
Valley. 

But the death of the Tigers might come 
Sept. 9 when they travel to Tallahassee to 
face the Seminoles of Florida State. Last 
season, Florida State Coach Bobby Bowden 
used the Puntrooskie play to edge the Ti- 
gers 24-21. 

This year, no trick or treat might be able 
to do in the Tigers. The offense will have 
backs Joe Henderson, Wes McFadden, and 
sophomore Terry Allen, who last year be- 
came the first Clemson back to gain more 
than 2,000 yards in his first two seasons. 
Gary Cooper puts on a heck of an act at 
wide receiver, where he averaged 32 yards 
per catch last season. 

The defense should be vintage Clemson 
with linebackers Levon Kirkland, Doug 
Brewster and Ed McDaniel leading the 
swarm to the ball. Don’t let the low number 
of eight returning starters fool you. Clemson 
has had one of the nation’s best recruiting 
classes in each of the last four seasons. 

NOTRE DAME at No. 4 has had the 
best recruiting classes the last three years 
and many of those stars helped the Fighting 
Irish go undefeated and win the national 
championship with a 34-21 win over West 
Virginia. 

In fact, 15 of 22 starters return for the 
Irish, including four of five offensive line- 
men, quarterback Tony Rice, and receiver 
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Raghib “Rocket” Ismail. The defense has its 
front three returning intact and three of 
four players in the secondary. 

So how can you pick against the Irish? 

“We might be a better team next year 
physically,” said Coach Lou Holtz. “Butwe 
may not be a better team.” 

Holtz loses the leadership of two his 
Three Amigos—linebackers Wes Pritchard 
and Frank Stams. There are other intan- 
gibles that could work against Notre Dame. 
The Irish, who will meet Virginia in the 
Kickoff Classic, will play a long 12-game 
schedule and they must replace Tony 
Brooks. 

All of the breaks went Notre Dame’s 
way in '88. Michigan’s Mike Gillette was 
short on a 48-yard field goal in the opening 
game that would have given the Wolver- 
ines a win over the Irish. Pitt quarterback 
Darnell Dickerson was about to score when 
he fumbled the ball in the end zone. 

“You can’t control luck,” said Holtz. 
“And anybody who says you don’t have to 
be lucky to win the national championship 
is wrong.” 

Not all of the bouncing balls will go 
ND‘s way this season. Butit will be tough to 
bounce the Irish from the Top 5. 

The ARKANSAS Razorbacks, the Rod- 
ney Dangerfields of college football last 
season, should be No. 5. While Arkansas 
does get a break playing in the weak South- 
west Conference, Ken Hatfield’s Razorbacks 
would be tough in any league. 

Nine returning starters on defense will 
hold the fort while the offense comes 
around. With quarterback Quinn Grovey 
and fullback Barry Foster, the offense should 
come around soon. 

SOUTHERN CAL at No. 6 didn’t lose 
much in terms of numbers. Eight starters 
return on offense. But Rodney “Make it 
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Happen” Peete will be making things hap- 
pen in the NFL or baseball’s minor leagues. 
Clutch receiver Erik Affholter also is gone. 

Ten Trojans return on defense and USC 
will have the best pair of safeties in the 
country in Mark Carrier and Cleveland 
Colter if Colter’s knee holds up. The Tro- 
jans also will have to hold up against a 
schedule that includes Ohio State, both 
Washington schools, UCLA and Notre 
Dame. 

After finishing first two years ago and 
second last season, MIAMI will slip to 
seventh — especially with QB Steve Walsh 
gone. The Hurricanes won't lose much with 
backup Craig Erickson, who was expected 
to beat out Walsh two years ago after Vin- 
nie Testaverde left. 

Craig won’t be the only Erickson on the 
spot in Miami. Coach Dennis Erickson was 


With Mark Carrier 
(left) and a 
healthy Cleve- 
land Colter, USC 
just may well 
have the No. 1 
pair of safeties in 
the nation. 


chosen to replace Jimmy Johnson, who will 
try to lead the Dallas Cowboys back to re- 
spectability. How the Hurricanes react to 
the two new Ericksons and six new assis- 
tant coaches will determine if Miami can 
remain in the Top 10. Dennis Erickson has 
loftier ambitions. 

“We'd better not lose over two games,” 
said Erickson. “I get just as much of an ulcer 
when we're 6-5 as when we're 9-3. I took the 
job knowing exactly what the situation was 
and what the expectations are. We're here 
to continue the success.” 

Whether it’s Walsh or Craig Erickson, 
playing quarterback in the Hurricanes’ 
systemisa luxury. JustaskJim Kelly, Bernie 
Kosar and Testaverde, who all played at 
Quarterback U. 

Without Walsh, the 'Canes will have 13 
starters back, including seven on an explo- 


Penn State's hopes ride on a healthy Blair Thomas. 
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sive offensive unit. Running back Leonard 
Conley can catch and run, So can receivers 
Randal Hill and Dale Dawkins. The kicking 
game is solid with Carlos Herts. 

Defensively, the ‘Canes will again have 
great quicknessand strength. Russell Mary- 
land will lead the charge up front, while 
linebackers Maurice Crum and Bernard 
Clark, the MVP of the 1988 Orange Bowl, 
are future pros. 

Dennis Erickson will have to find a pair 
of cornerbacks, but he won’t find a sched- 
ule as difficult as the one the ‘Canes faced 
last season, when they played six bowl- 
bound teams. This year, the strongest chal- 
lenges will come from Florida State and 
Pitt, and the rematch of the Catholics vs. the 
Convicts when Notre Dame comes to town 
on Nov. 25. 

FLORIDA STATE at No. 8 has 12 start- 
ers returning. But the Seminoles lose im- 
pact players such as safety Deion Sanders, 
running back Sammy Smith and tackle Pat 
Tomberlin. Throw in a schedule that in- 
cludes Clemson, LSU, Auburn, Miami and 
South Carolina, and Florida State could 
lose three games and still have a great sea- 
son. 
“The big change is that 50 percent of the 
squad will be good quality but inexperi- 
enced,” said Coach Bobby Bowden. “Last 
year we had quality experience.” 

Coach Mike Archer’s No. 9 LOUISI- 
ANA STATE team has a lot of quality 
returning on offense led by quarterback 
Tommy Hodson, receiver Tony Moss, and 
running back Harvey Williams. But LSU 
needs to replace seven defensive starters, 
including linebackers Ron Sancho and Eric 
Hill. 

COLORADO Coach Bill McCartney 
isn’t looking to replace many players off his 
10th-ranked team. He has 19 starters re- 
turning. What McCartney is looking to do 
is have his Buffaloes replace either Ne- 
braska of Oklahoma as one of the Big Two 


in the Big Eight. This could be the year. 

The Buffaloes have the best backfield in 
the league with quarterback Sal Aunese 
and running backs Eric Bieniemy and J.J. 
Flannigan. The defense is led by linebacker 
Kanavis McGhee, a Lawrence Taylor clone, 
Look for Colorado to upset Nebraska or 
Oklahoma. 

The “other” California school is No. 11 
UCLA, which will wina natiqnal title within 
the next five years if Terry Donahue re- 
mains the coach. Donahue has built his 
program by competing with USC for 
California’s best high school talent while 
also plucking some good ones from hot- 
beds such as Texas and New Jersey. 

Donahue has 13 starters returning, but 
none of them is quarterback Troy Aikman. 
The Bruins have a trio of great backs in 
Brian Brown, Shawn Wills and Kevin Wil- 
liams. And if USC’s Cleveland Colter and 
Mark Carrier aren’t the best safeties in the 
country, then UCLA's Eric Turner and Matt 
Darby are. 

ALABAMA at No. 12 loses the best line- 
backer in the country in Derrick Thomas, 
but the Crimson Tide have another great 
linebacker in Keith McCants. ‘Bama also 
could get back running back Bobby 
Humphrey, who missed last season with a 
broken foot. 

No. 13 PENN STATE, which suffered 
its first losing season in 50 years last season, 
also could be bolstered by the return of an 
injured running back, Blair Thomas, who 
might be the best the Nittany Lions have 
eyer had at that spot, is fully recovered 
from knee surgery. 

Thomas returns, as doin 15 starters. The 
folksin Happy Valley should be very happy 
as Penn State returns as the Beast of the East 
after giving way to West Virginia and 
Syracuse the last two seasons. 

While the Nittany Lions return to col- 
lege football's elite teams, No. 14 OKLA- 
HOMA may be starting what could be a 
severe slide. The Sooners were wracked by 
offseason problems, among them the arrest 
of quarterback Charles Thompson for al- 
legedly selling drugs to undercover agents. 

Even without Thompson, there still is 
too much talent in Norman to count out the 
Sooners. Sophomore Mike Gaddis is one of 
the best young backs in America and he 
will be showcased even more as the Soon- 
ers add some diversity to their offense by 
putting in the I-formation to go along with 
the wishbone, 

AUBURN, ranked No. 15, wishes it 
hadn't lost the best defensive front in the 
country and two of the best receivers in 
Lawyer Tillman and Freddy Weygand. Pat 
Dye will have some rebuilding to do this 
season, but Reggie Slack has proved him- 
self at quarterback and kicker Win Lyle will 
win a couple for the Tigers. 

Numbers 16 through 20 include two 
teams that are looking to regain their spot 
as traditional powers. 

No. 16 OHIO STATE will be in its sec- 
ond year under coach John Cooper, while 
Mike Gottfried faces a make-it or break-it 


BEST OF THE REST 


ARIZONA: 13 returning starters, 
two talented quarterbacks in Ronald 
Veal and George Malauulu, and the 
Cats get Oklahoma, Washington, 
UCLA and Southern Cal at home. 

BAYLOR: Even before Grant Teaff 
landed high school sensation Robert 
Strait, the Bears were one year away 
from challenging for the SWC crown. 
This year they have 14 returning start- 
ers led by quarterback Brad Goebel. 

GEORGIA: See Rodney Hampton 
run. See Bill Goldberg tackle. But how 
will the retirement of Vince Dooley af- 
fect the Junkyard Dawgs legendary 
defense? 

LOUISVILLE: Nineteen starters, in- 
cluding all 11 on defense, return on a 
team that won its final six games last 
season. We could see Howard Sch- 
nellenberger smoking his pipe ata bowl 
game. 

MICHIGAN STATE: A tough de- 
fense is spearheaded by linebacker 
Percy Snow. The offense is led by the 
slashing Blake Ezor. If only the Spar- 
tans hadn’t lost four of five offensive 
linemen. 

N.C. STATE: The Wolfpack returns 
seven starters on a defense that fin- 
ished eighth in the nation last season. 
And Coach Dick Sheridan turned down 
offers from Georgia and South Caro- 
lina to stick with the Wolfpack. 

OREGON: In quarterback Bill 
Musgrave, running back Derek Lov- 
ille, among 10 returning starters on 
offense, the Ducks will score. But can 
they stop anyone? 

RUTGERS: Fifth-year senior quar- 
terback Scott Erney leadsa veteran team 
that last season upset Michigan State 
and Penn State. The Scarlet Knights 
also have their easiest schedule in five 

ears. 

SYRACUSE: The Orangemen are 
ona roll, boasting a 21-2-1 record over 
the past two geasons. Six of seven start- 
ers along the defensive front return, 
but a new secondary and a third start- 
ing QB in as many seasons are ques- 
tions. 


year at No. 17 PITTSBURGH. 
BRIGHAM YOUNG, at No. 18, once 
again will be the class of the Western Ath- 
letic Conference and No. 19 VIRGINIA, 
which signed one of the nation’s best high 
school running backs in Terry Kirby, will 
continue to rise in the ACC. No. 20 IOWA, 
which had national title hopes last season, 
rebounds from a 6-4-3 season that had the 
Hawkeyes all tied up. 
“Parity is a myth,” said ESPN commen- 
tator Beano Cook. “You have parity in col 
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QB Ronald Veal leads Arizona. 


SOUTHCAROLINA: Fifteen start- 
ers return for the Gamecocks, led by 
quarterback Todd Ellis. But Coach Joe 
Morrison died of a heart attack and of- 
fensive coordinator Al Groh resigned 
when he wasn’t named head coach. 
Gamecocks could go south, but we 
don’t think so. 

SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI: The 
Golden Eagles proved they were for 
real last season with a 10-2 mark. This 
year they'll have to prove themselves 
against an upgraded schedule that 
includes Florida State, Texas A&M, 
Alabama, and Auburn. 

Honorable Mention: Air Force, Bos- 
ton College, Houston, Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Texas, Texas A&M, 
Washington. —LR. 


lege basketball. You don’t have it in col- 
lege football. The same teams are domi- 
nant. College basketball is 500 times harder 
to pick. In football always look at a 
traditional power.” 

We're looking at one by the name of 
Michigan. If we’reright, maybe Chef Beano 
can cook the steaks. After all, Bo’s buying. 


Lenn Robbins, a repeat contributor to The 


Annual, is a highly-ranked college: football 
writer for The Record in Hackensack, N.]. 
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HOLTZ'S MAGIC 


BRINGS 


NOTRE DAME 
ANOTHER TITLE 


The luck of the Irish prevailed in 1988, a season in which 
college football said good-bye to Vince Dooley and Jimmy 
Johnson, hello to Penn State's first losing campaign in 50 years 
and see you (on TV) in a few years to Oklahoma. 


For someone who says he hasn't picked 
up a top hat and wand in earnest for nearly 
two years now, it wasn't a bad trick at all: 
Notre Dame, invisible for most of the dec- 
ade as a national power, suddenly re-ap- 
peared as a championship team last fall. 

To most people, that proved to be the 
biggest surprise of the 1988 college football 
season. Considering Lou Holtz's back- 
ground, it really shouldn't have been. 

Holtz, the Irish's fourth-year head coach, 
is a master at rebuilding rundown college 
football programs. Nineteen years he's been 
doing it now. 

For nearly as long, he has dabbled in 
magic, actually becoming an accomplished 
prestidigitator until he took the Notre Dame 
job. For the past two years, he says he 
simply hasn't had the time to practice. 

Funny, but no one would have known 
that by last season. From start to finish, 
with plenty of examples in between, it cer- 
tainly seemed that the magic was back at 
Notre Dame -- and that Holtz was up to his 
old tricks again. 

Start: The Irish survived a close shave 
when a kicker named Gillette missed a 49- 
yard field goal on the game's final play, 
enabling them to pull off a Houdini-like 
escape in a 19-17 victory over Michigan in 
their opener. 

Finish: Notre Dame made a molehill out 
of the Mountaineers in a 34-21 victory over 
West Virginia in the Fiesta Bowl, claiming 
its first national championship since 1977 
even though it wasn't supposed to happen 
until at least 1989. The Irish, with 18 under- 
classmen starting, were said to be a year 
away. 

In between: Defending national cham- 
pion Miami had some mysterious things 
happen toit during a visit to South Bend (an 
uncharacteristic seven turnovers, an ap- 
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parent touchdown that becamea lost fumble 
instead, a failed two-point conversion with 
45 seconds left) and suffered its first and 
only loss in two years, 31-30. "This was a 
win by the Notre Dame spirit," Holtz said 
afterward. Later in the season, No. 1 Notre 
Dame "upset" No. 2 Southern Cal., 27-10. 
USC was a four-point favorite. Obviously, 
there were skeptics even then. 

Through it all Holtz not only got his 
Irish up for every game, and against a 
demanding schedule, but produced Notre 
Dame's first 12-0 team ever. 

From a team standpoint, Notre Dame 
was the biggest winner last season, captur- 
ing its first national championship since 
1977. Individually, it was Oklahoma State's 
Barry Sanders, an unknown junior without 
the requisite buildup year the season be- 
fore, who ran away with the Heisman Tro- 

hy. 
‘ Tnterestingly, both rushed for about the 
same amount of yardage: The Irish totaled 
2,838 during the regular season; Sanders 
finished with a single-season record 2,628. 

Notre Dame and Sanders just happened 
to make off with the most prestigious 
awards last season. But not the only ones. 
Far fromit. Let's not forget the other award 
winners, either, 

THE OOPS, CAN WE START OVER 
AGAIN? AWARD: To Florida State. The 
Seminoles, virtually everyone's preseason 
No. 1, opened their season witha loss. A 31- 
0 loss. 

THE ISN'T IT ABOUT TIME PEOPLE 
GOT THE IDEA? AWARD: To Miami. 
Already the team of the '80s with two na- 
tional titles and two near-misses, the Hur- 
ricanes made yet another run for No. 1, 
finishing 11-1 and No. 2--and startled most 
of the so-called experts by doing so, After 
stockpiling the NFL with a dozen players 


the year before, Miami was supposed to be 
rebuilding. But someone forgot to remind 
the Hurricanes. They were the ones who 
handed Florida State that 31-0 opening 
game loss. 

With the departure in late February of 
Jimmy Johnson, the Hurricanes begin a 
new era. But plenty of great players remain. 
Asa result, this award could come Miami's 
way again next postseason. 

THE YEAH, BUT LET'S SEE A DEFEN- 
SIVE PLAYER WIN IT AWARD: ToSand- 
ers. To win the Heisman Trophy, you're 
supposed to need three things: A big 
buildup season the year before; a national 
media blitz by your school's publicity 
people; and television exposure. Lots of 
television exposure. 

Cynics have suggested those three have 
become more influential factors in the 
Heisman balloting that what happens on 
the field. Sanders proved differently. He 
gained less than 700 yards the season be- 
fore. Oklahoma State didn't really start 
sending out Sanders-for-Heisman material 
(and then it wasn't much) until midseason, 
And Sanders had just one national TV 
appearance -- on ESPN. But he set NCAA 
single-season records with 2,628 rushing 
yards, 3,250 all-purpose yards and 39 touch- 
downs. That's why he became the eight 
junior in 54 years to win the Heisman. 

THE WHAT TOOK YOU SO LONG? 
AWARD: To Vince Dooley. He retired after 
25 years as Georgia's head coach at the end 
of last season, bowing out with a 34-27 
victory over Michigan State in the Gator 
Bowl, doing so in a game in which Bulldog 
quarterback Wayne Johnson passed for 209 
yards and three TDs. A quarter century of 
yawning, power running football and solid- 
but-unspectacular junkyard defense, and 
Dooley bows out in an aerial shootout? Go 
figure. 

THE WHO'S IN FIRST? AWARD: To 
Miami's Johnson. No. 1-ranked Notre Dame 
played No. 3-ranked West Virginia in the 
Fiesta Bowl, both going unbeaten, but 
Johnson, the coach of the second-ranked 
Hurricanes spent the bow! week claiming 
his team should be national champs if it 
beat Nebraska in the Orange Bowl. This 


Jimmy Johnson 
grinned his way 
to another 11-1 
season and 
then left Miami 
for the NFL's 
Dallas Cowboys. 


despite the fact that Notre Dame had al- 
ready beaten Miami and that West Virginia 
had a chance to beat a Notre Dame team 
that Miami couldn't. Confused? Obviously, 
Johnson was too. 

THE HANDS IN THE COOKIE JAR 
AWARD: (Tie) To the Southwest Confer- 
ence (again) and to the state of Oklahoma, 
which saw two-thirds of its I-A football 
teams hit with severe NCAA sanctions. 

From the SWC (really now, doesn't that 
stand for Sure, We Cheat) both Texas A&M 
and Houston were placed on probation. 
A&M, barred from a bow! last season and 
forced to forfeit five scholarships, saw ath- 
letic director and head coach Jackie Sherrill 
resign because of the penalties. Houston, 
which enjoyed a 9-3 season, was placed on 
probation for three years, barred from bowls 
for two and from TV for one. None of the 
violations occurred under current head 
coach Jack Pardee. 

The University of Oklahoma, mean- 
while, was hit with a three-year probation, 
with no bowls for the next two years and no 
TV for the 1989 season. Shortly thereafter, 
all hell broke loose. A cocaine bust of quar- 
terback Charles Thompson, a shooting 
involving two teammates and the indict- 
ment of three players for first-degree rape 
indicated that something was rotten in 
Norman. 

Oklahoma State won't be seen or heard 
from for the next three years because of 
sanctions. In the state of Oklahoma, that 
leaves Tulsa as the only bowl-eligible, TV- 
eligible, scholarships-intact I-A football 
team. Clearly, Oklahoma is not OK. 

THE SHARE THE WEALTH AWARD: 
To Oklahoma State receiver Hart Lee Dykes. 
Four different schools found the NCAA 


Probation 
brought 
Oklahoma and 
Barry Switzer to 
their knees. 


snooping around for violations involving 
Dykes' recruitment four years ago. One 
player, four schools. Isn't that some sort of 
record? 

THE WON'T SOMEONE GIVE US A 
PASSING GLANCE? AWARD: To Scott 
Mitchell and Timm Rosenbach. All season, 
USC's Rodney Peete and UCLA's Troy 
Aikman were the center of the quarterback 
attention, the marquee names, the leading 
Heisman candidates. 

Utah's Mitchell, who passed for more 
than 600 yards last year (that's in one game, 
against Air Force), was the nation's total 
offense leader with 4,299 yardsin 11 games. 
Morethan 4,000 of those yards came through 
the air. Washington State's Rosenbach led 
the country in passing efficiency, and had 
what would have otherwise been an All- 
American season. Except he wasn't even 
second-team All-Pac-10 because of Peete 
and Aikman. Rosenbach, who declared pro 
when Washington State Coach Dennis 
Erickson left for Miami, will join the two 
California glamour boys in the NFL. Only 
Mitchell will be back in '89. 


Bobby Bowden's 
Florida State 
Seminoles lasted 
one game as No. 1. 
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THE NEAR-MISS (AGAIN) AWARD: 
Another tie -- Nebraska and UCLA. 

Nebraska finally beat rival Oklahoma, 
which has normally been the Cornhuskers’ 
only stumbling block to the national cham- 
pionship that has eluded head coach Tom 
Osborne. But they lost their only other two 
big games, to UCLA and to Miami in the 
Orange Bowl. They finished 11-2. UCLA 
beat Nebraska and was No. 1 through late 
October, then lost to Washington State. 

The Bruins, who have also come so 
agonizingly-close to a national title under 
Terry Donahue, then even failed to make 
the Rose Bowl, losing to USC. But they did 
win their seventh straight bowl game, beat- 
ing Arkansas in the Cotton Bowl. They 
finished 10-2. 

Honorable mention: Michigan. The 
Wolverines lost 19-17 to No. 1 Notre Dame, 
31-30 to No. 2 Miami (after leading 30-14 
with six minutes to play) and tied Iowa. 


They won all the rest, finishing 9-2-1. 

THE TAKE THE LOW ROAD 
AWARD: To West Virginia. Most of the 
season was spent defending the schedule. 
With good reason. Overall, the Mountain- 
eers' regular-season opponents finished 
with an aggregate 49-71-1 mark, with only 
two managing winning records. One was 
6-5 Pittsburgh. How good was this 11-1 
team? Probably, no one will ever know. 

THE LIVE LONG ENOUGH AND 
YOU'LL SEE IT ALL AWARD: To Penn 
State, which had its first losing season since 
1938. And to Michigan and Bo Schembech- 
ler, for winning a Rose Bowl. 

THE LET'S MAKE THIS HABIT- 
FORMING AWARD: To the Fiesta Bowl, 
which staged the national championship 
game for the second time in three years. In 
college football history, there have been 
only 13 meetings between unbeaten and 
untied teams in a bow], The Fiesta has had 


two of those matchups the past three years: 
Penn State-Miami on Jan. 2, 1987, Notre 
Dame-West Virginia on Jan. 2, 1989. 

THE MAYBE I SHOULD KISS MY 
SISTER MORE OFTEN AWARD: To 
Miami and Johnson. During the 1987 sea- 
son, one of the reasons they won the na- 
tional championship was because they beat 
Florida State by a point -- when the Semino- 
les missed a two-point conversion pass in 
the final minute. 

Florida State finished 11-1 and No. 2. 
During the '88 season, Miami may have lost 
the national championship when it lost by 
a point to Notre Dame, missing a two-point 
conversion pass in the final minute. The 
Hurricanes finished 11-1 and No. 2. 


The College Football Expert Award goes to: 
Tom Luicci, who covers the college football 
national beat for the Newark (N.J.) Star-Ledger. 


Notre Dame - West Virginia Sequel Unlikely 


At West Virginia, it would be a rematch 
made in heaven. At Notre Dame, as long as the 
stakes were the same, it would definitely keep 
Irish eyes smiling. 

There’s only one problem: Sequels in col- 
lege football just don’t seem to work the way 
they do in Hollywood. So don’t expect to see 
West Virginia-Notre Dame II playing ata bowl 
game near you this January. 

That's not to say itcan’t happen. Just that it 
probably won't. 

Think about it. How many schools have 
actually been able to stay in contention for a 
national title shot in consecutive years this 
decade? Miami is one, Oklahoma another, 
Penn State's a third. After that? 

Notre Dame could certainly join that list 
this season, with only a handful of key person- 
nel losses from last year’s 12-0, national cham- 
pionship team. So could West Virginia — 
which might come asa surprise tosome people. 

True, the Mountaineers were senior-domi- 
nated a year ago, but when you win by an 
average margin of 25 points, as they did, the 
younger reserves find themselves logging 
almost as much time as the starters. 

No, talent isn’t the biggest obstacle for 
either school in getting back to where it was a 
year ago, when they capped off the 1988 sea- 
son with their first meeting ever, playing in 
the Fiesta Bowl for the national champion- 
ship, 

But what are the odds of the two of them 
being good enough to get there again, both 
with worthy records, through even tougher 
schedules, to wind up opposite each other? 

As independents, they're free to go to the 
bowl of their choice — although there are 
really only four major games they could go to 
for a rematch. 

As usual, there’s the Fiesta Bowl. In addi- 
tion, there’s the Gator and Hall of Fame bowls, 
which both made overtures for the Notre 
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Dame-West Virginia game last season before the 
Fiesta won out. Both are expected to try again 
this season for the national impact game. 

Also this year, there’s one more intriguing 
possibility here: The Orange Bowl. Right, the 
same Orange Bowl that is locked into the Big 
Eight champion every year. Except this season 
the game might not be, because according to the 
Orange Bowl's contract with the Big Eight it is 
not obligated to take the conference runner-up 
(or any league school) if the conference cham- 
pion is on probation. 

Oklahoma will be on probation this season 
and prohibited from playing in a bowl game. If 
the Sooners win the Big Eighttitle it’s going to be 
interesting to see what the Orange Bow! does. 

But just because there are actually more 
opportunities doesn’t mean the odds of Notre 
Dameand West Virginia bowling together again 
are any shorter, 

Notre Dame figures to have enough trouble 
trying to become the first school since Alabama 
in 1979 to successfully defend it national cham- 
pionships. West Virginia went 96 years of foot- 
ball before its first 11-0 regular season last year, 
and before last season, it hadn’t been to a major 
bowl since the 1954 Sugar Bowl. 

But there are other, more tangible reasons 
working against a return to the Top 5 for both of 
them — and against a rematch. 

PERSONNEL: Notre Dame doesn’t have a 
problem here, since it has an abundance of re- 
turning starters. Coach Lou Holtz started a total 
of eight seniors in the Fiesta Bowl, but only four 
started every game during the season. Accord- 
ing to the way the school will list it, at least 16 of 
22 starters will be back. 

There are really only three key losses for the 
Irish: Defensive end Frank Stams, linebacker 
Wes Pritchett and offensive guard Andy Heck, 
Otherwise, this team was supposed to be a year 
away in ‘88. The offense is loaded, with quarter- 
back Tony Rice, a wealth of running backs and 


wide receivers and a good, young line return- 
ing. 

West Virginia does have a slight problem 
here, because last season was one that Coach 
Don Nehlen was pointing to, with 40 seniors 
on his roster, 23 of them fifth-year players. 
Quarterback Major Harris returns, but he’s 
virtually alone on offense, where the Moun- 
taineers lose nine starters. That includes all 
five offensive linemen, four of whom were 
three-year starters. Defensively, five starters 
are gone. So are both kickers. 

Nehlen has some big holes to fill. 

SCHEDULE; It’s tougher for both this 
season. Notre Dame agreed to open in the 
Kickoff Classic against Virginia, so it now has 
an extra game. Last year, the Irish had seven 
home games; this year they have five. The 
opponents are basically the same, but finish- 
ing up at Penn State and Miami won't be easy, 

West Virginia drops Bowling Green, Fuller- 
ton State and East Carolina (three teams with 
losing records last season) and adds Ball State, 
South Carolina and Louisville (three teams 
with winning records in '88). 

LUCK: Both teams were virtually injury- 
free last season — and how often does that 
ever happen? What few injuries they did have 
were easily overcome. And that happens even 
less frequently to major college teams. So what 
are the chances of both following up one in- 
jury-free season with another? 

That's only part of the luck factor. What 
about game breaks? West Virginia really didn’t 
have a close game last season, so the Moun- 
taineers didn’t need any more help, Notre 
Dame did. 

Some of breaks Notre Dame made. Some 
the Irish were given. All went their way. When 
things are going well, as they did for Notre 
Dame last season, that will happen. 

Tt just rarely happens two straight years 
any more, co) NO 


1988 COLLEGE FOOTBALL STATISTICS 


FINAL POLLS 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
School Record Points 
1. Notre Dame (58.5) 12-0-0 1,198.5 
2. Miami (1.) 11-1-0 1,141.5 
3. Florida Si. 11-1-0 1,073 
4, Michigan 9-2-4 926 
5. West Virginia 11-1-0 917 
6, UCLA 10-2-0 864 
7. Southern Cal 10-2-0 803 
8. Auburn 10-2-0 801 
9. Clemson 10-2-0 708 
10. Nebraska 11-2-0 704 
11, Oklahoma St. 10-2-0 671 
12. Arkansas 10-2-0 489 
13. Syracuse 10-2-0 469 
14, Oklahoma 9-3-0 438 
15. Georgia 9-3-0 333 
16. Washington St. 9-3-0 330 
17. Alabama 9-3-0 213 
18. Houston 9-3-0 147 
19. Louisiana St. 8-4-0 92 
20. Indiana 8-3-1 75 


Others Receiving Votes: Wyoming 58, North Carolina 
St. 57, Southern Mississippi 41, Brigham Young 17, 
Colorado 9, Fresno St. 7, Michigan St. 7, Army 4, UTEP 
3, Hawaii 2, Florida 1, Louisville 1. 


UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 


School Record Points 
1, Notre Dame (42) 12-0-0 672 
2. Miami (2) 11-1-0 629 
3, Florida St. (1) 11-1-0 577 
4. Michigan 9-2-1 464 
5. West Virginia 11-1-0 444 
6, UCLA 10-2-0 434 
7. Auburn 10-2-0 363 
8. Clemson 10-2-0 341 
9, Southern Cal 10-2-0 327 

10. Nebraska 11-2-0 293 

11, Oklahoma St. 10-2-0 239 

12. Syracuse 10-2-0 205 

13, Arkansas 10-2-0 139 

14. Oklahoma 10-2-0 88 

15, Georgia 9-3-0 73 

16. Washington St. 9-3-0 46 

17. North Carolina St. 8-3-1 W 

(tie) Alabama 9-3-0 11 

19, Indiana 8-3-1 8 

20, Wyoming 11-2-0 7 


Others Receiving Votes: Arizona, lowa, Michigan St., 
South Carolina. 


USA TODAY/CNN 
Schoo/ Record Points 
1, Notre Dame 12-0-0 800 
2, Miami 11-1-0 768 
3. Florida St. 11-1-0 736 
4, UCLA 10-2-0 670 
5, Michigan 9-2-1 643 
6, West Virginia 11-1-0 624 
7. Southern Cal 10-2-0 598 
8. Nebraska 11-2-0 577 
9, Auburn 10-2-0 537 
10. Clemson 10-2-0 520 
11, Oklahoma St. 10-2-0 504 
12. Syracuse 10-2-0 435 
13, Oklahoma 9-3-0 398 
14. Arkansas 10-2-0 388 
15. Washington St. 9-3-0 345 
16. Georgia 9-3-0 335 
17, Alabama 9-3-0 266 
18. North Carolina St. 8-3-1 210 
19, Houston 8-3-0 206 
20. Indiana 8-3-1 199 
21, Wyoming 11-2- 154 
22. Louisiana St. 8-4-0 140 
23. Colorado 8-4-0 107 
24. S. Mississippi 10-2-0 81 
25, Brigham Young 9-4-0 67 


Others Receiving Votes: Michigan St. 32, Florida 15, 
Arizona 14, Army 14, Fresno St. 8, UTEP 5, Furman 5. 


ALL-AMERICAN TEAMS 


(Key: AP-Associated Press; UP|-United Press Interna- 
tional; K-Kodak Coaches; FW-Football Writers Associa- 
tion; WC-Walter Camp; AA-GTE Academic) 
OFFENSE 

Wide Receiver: Jason Phillips, Houston, Sr. (AP, UPI, 
K, FW); Hart Lee Dykes, Oklahoma State, Sr. (AP, UPI, 
WC); Erik Affholter, Southern Cal, Sr. (K); Clarkston 
Hines, Duke, Sr. (FW); Chuck Cutler, BYU, Sr. (AA); 
John Jackson, Southern Cal, Jr. (AA). 

Tight End: Wesley Walls, Mississippi, Sr. (AP, AA); 
Marv Cook, lowa, Sr. (UPI, K); Troy Sadowski, Georgia, 
Sr. (WC). 

Tackle: Andy Heck, Notre Dame, Sr. (AP, UPI); Tony 
Mandarich, Michigan State, Sr. (AP, UPI, K, WC, FW); 
Steve Wisniewski, Penn State, Sr. (KK); Pat Tomberlin, 
Florida State, Sr. (WC); Michael Baum, Northwestern, 
Sr. (AA); Mark Fryer, S. Carolina, Jr. (AA). 

Guard: Anthony Phillips, Oklahoma, Sr. (AP, UPI, K, 
FW, WC); Mike Utley, Washington State, Sr. (AP, UPI, 
K, FW); Mark Stepnoski, Pitt, Sr. (K, FW, WC, AA); 
David Hlatky, Air Force, Sr. (AA). 

Center: Jake Young, Nebraska, Jr. (AP, FW); John 
Vitale, Michigan, Sr. (UP!, WC); Theodore Ashburn, Ball 
State, Sr. (AA). 

Quarterback: Steve Walsh, Miami, Jr. (AP, FW); Troy 
Aikman, UCLA, Sr. (UP!, WC); Rodney Peete, Southern 
Cal, Sr. (K); Patrick Hegarty, UTEP, Sr. (AA). 
Running Back: Barry Sanders, Oklahoma State, Jr. 
(AP, UPI, K, FW, WC); DarrenLewis, Texas A&M, Soph. 
(AP); Anthony Thompson, Indiana, Jr. (UPI, FW, WC); 
Tim Worley, Georgia, Jr. (K, FW, WC); Charles Harmke, 
Southern Illinois, Sr. (AA); Peter Lombardi, Villanova, 
Sr. (AA). 

Kicker: Kendall Trainor, Arkansas, Sr, (AP, UPI, K, 
WC); Chris Jacke, UTEP, Sr. (FW); Anders Larsson, 
Montana State, Sr. (AA). 

Return Specialist: Tyrone Thurman, Texas Tech, Sr. 
(AP). 

DEFENSE 

Linemen: Frank Stams, Notre Dame, Sr. (AP, UPI); 
Broderick Thomas, Nebraska, Sr. (AP, UPI, K, FW, 
WC); Wayne Martin, Arkansas, Sr. (AP, UPI, FW); Mark 
Messner, Michigan, Sr. (AP, UPI, K, FW, WC); Tracy 
Rocker, Auburn, Sr. (AP, UPI, K, FW, WC); Bill Hawkins, 
Miami (Fla.), Sr. (K, WC); Tim Ryan, Southern Cal, Sr, 
(FW); Dave Haight, lowa, Sr. (FW); Tim Clark, Brigham 
Young, Sr. (AA); Don Davey, Wisconsin, Jr. (AA); Kelly 
Fletcher, Furman, Jr. (AA); Greg Shackleford, Ball 
State, Sr. (AA). 

Linebackers: Keith DeLong, Tennessee, Sr. (AP, UPI); 
Michael Stonebreaker, Notre Dame, Jr. (AP, FW, WC); 
Derrick Thomas, Alabama, Sr. (AP, UPI, K, FW, WC); 
Britt Hager, Texas, Sr. (K); Jerry Olsavsky, Pitt, Sr. (K); 
Carnell Lake, UCLA, Sr. (FW); Paul Sorensen, Dart- 
mouth, Sr. (AA); Lee Brockman, Texas, Sr. (AA); Mi- 
chael McGowan, Montana, Soph. (AA); Mark Tingstad, 
Arizona State, Jr. (AA). 

Defensive Backs: Deion Sanders, Florida State, Sr. 
(AP, UPI, K, FW, WC); Louis Oliver, Florida, Sr. (AP, K, 
WC); Markus Paul, Syracuse, Sr. (AP, FW); Darryl Hen- 
ley, UCLA, Sr, (UPI, K, WC); Donnell Woolford, Clemson, 
Sr, (UPI, K, FW, WC); Mark Carrier, Southern Cal, Soph, 
(UPI); Mark Blazek, Nebraska, Sr. (AA); Mike Diminick, 
Duke, Sr. (AA); Chris Gessner, William & Mary, Sr. (AA); 
Anthony Mcintosh, Virginia Military, Sr. (AA). 

Punter: Keith English, Colorado, Sr. (AP, UPI, WC); Pat 
Thompson, Brigham Young, Sr. (K, FW); John Kroeker, 
Nebraska, Sr. (AA). 


TOUGHEST ’88 SCHEDULE 


(Winning percentage of Division I-A foes in parenthe- 
ses) 

1, Virginia Tech (.648). 2, Arizona (.643). 3, East 
Carolina (.625), 4, Southern Cal, (.624). 5, Texas A&M 
(.619).6, Oregon State (.615). 7, Florida St. (.606), 8, 
Miami (Fila.) (.604). 9, North Carolina (.598), 10, Ken- 
tucky (.595). 

11, Missouri (.593). 12, Maryland (.5859), 13, UCLA 
(.5856). 14, Stanford (.5818). 15, Rice (.5815). 
16, Penn State (.581). 17, Washington (.580). 18, Ten- 
nessee, 576. 19, Arizona St. (.574). 20, Michigan (.569). 


BOWL GAMES 


California Bowl 

Fresno State 35, W. Michigan 30 
independence Bowl 

S. Mississippi 38, UTEP 18 
Sun Bowl 

Alabama 29, Army 28 

Aloha Bowl 

Washington St. 24, Houston 22 
Liberty Bowl 

Indiana 34, So. Carolina 10 
All-American Bowl 

Florida 14, Illinois 10 

Freedom Bow! 

Brigham Young 20, Colorado 17 
Holiday Bow! 

Oklahoma St. 62, Wyoming 14 
Peach Bowl 

North Carolina St. 28, lowa 23 
Gator Bowl 

Georgia 34, Michigan St. 27 
Hall of Fame Bowl 

Syracuse 23, Louisiana St. 10 
Citrus Bowl 

Clemson 13, Oklahoma 6 
Cotton Bowl 

UCLA 17, Arkansas 3 

Fiesta Bowl 

Notre Dame 34, West Virginia 21 
Rose Bowl 

Michigan 22, Southern Cal 14 
Orange Bowl 

Miami 23, Nebraska 3 

Sugar Bowl 

Florida St. 13, Auburn 7 


AWARDS 


Heisman Trophy (top player) 

1, Barry Sanders, RB, Oklahoma State, 1,878 points. 2, 
Rodney Peete, QB, Southern Cal, 912 points. 3, Troy 
Aikman, QB, UCLA, 582 points. 4, Steve Walsh, QB, 
Miamia (Fla.), 341 points. 5, Major Harris, QB, West 
Virginia, 280 points. 6, Tony Mandarich, OT, Michigan 
State, 52 points. 7, Timm Rosenbach, QB, Washington 
State, 44 points. 8, Deion Sanders, DB, Florida State, 22 
points. 9, Anthony Thompson, RB, Indiana, 21 points. 
10, Derrick Thomas, LB, Alabama, 20 points. 
Lombardi Trophy (top lineman) 

Tracy Rocker, DT, Auburn 

Finalists: Broderick Thomas, LB, Nebraska; Derrick 
Thomas, LB, Alabama; Mark Messner, DT, Michigan. 
Outland Trophy (top interior lineman) 

Tracy Rocker, DT, Auburn 

Finalists: Mark Stepnoski, Pitt; Tony Mandarich, Michi- 
gan State. 

Jim Thorpe Award (top defensive back) 

Deion Sanders, Florida State 

Finalists: Steve Atwater, Arkansas; Louis Oliver, Flor- 
ida. 

Davey O'Brien Award (top quarterback) 

Troy Aikman, UCLA 

Finalists: Steve Walsh, Miami; Rodney Peete, Southern 
Cal; Major Harris, West Virginia; Anthony Dilweg, Duke; 
Dee Dowis, Air Force; Mike Elkins, Wake Forest; Mike 
Dundy, Oklahoma State; Chuck Hartlieb, lowa; Scott 
Mitchell, Utah; Tony Rice, Notre Dame; Tim Rosen- 
bach, Washington State; Billy Jo Toliver, Texas Tech; 
Andre Ware, Houston; Randy Weinaik, Wyoming. 


AFCA Coaches’ Choice 

Player of the Year 

|-A: Barry Sanders, RB, Oklahoma St.; I-AA: Mike 
Barber, WR, Marshall;.College Division |: Johnny Bailey, 
TB, Texas A&l; College Division II: Terry Underwood, 
RB, Wagner College. 


COACH OF THE YEAR 


Football Writers Association 

Lou Holtz, Notre Dame 

Finalists: Don Nehlen, West Virginia; Jimmy Johnson, 
Miami; Larry Smith, Southern Cal, 

American Football Coaches Association 

Don Nehlen, West Virginia 
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Nominees: Lou Holtz, Notre Dame; Curley Hallman, S. 
Mississippi; Ken Hatfield, Arkansas; Paul Roach, Wyo- 


ming) 
Kodak Coach 
Don Nehlen, West Virginia 


Division I-AA: Jimmy Satterfield, Furman; Division II: 
Rocky Hager, North Dakota State; Division Ill: Jim 


Butterfield, Ithaca. 


COACHING CHANGES 


School In 


Bucknell Lou Maranzana George Landis 
Cal-Santa Barbara Rick Candaele Mike Warren 
Cincinnati Tim Murphy Dave Currey 
Colorado State Earle Bruce Leon Fuller 
Drake Rob Ash Nick Quartaro 
Georgia Ray Goff Vince Dooley 
Idaho John L. Smith Keith Gilbertson 
Kansas State Bill Snyder Stan Parrish 
Liberty Sam Rutigliano Morgan Hout 
Maine Tim Lichtenberg Tim Murphy 
Miami (Fla.) Dennis Erickson Jimmy Johnson 
Missouri Bob Stull Woody 
Widenhofer 
N.M. Highlands —_Lione! Taylor Pat Darbro 
Northern lowa Terry Allen Earl Bruce 
Rice Fred Goldsmith Jerry Berndt 
South Carolina Sparky Woods Joe Morrison 
SE Lousiana not named Wally English 
Southern Illinois = Bob Smith Rick Rhoades 
Stanford Dennis Green Jack Elway 
Temple Jerry Bernat Bryce Arians 
Tennessee St. Joe Gilliam Sr. Bill Thomas 
Texas A&M R.C. Slocum Jackie Sherrill 
Texas Southern Walter Highsmith Lionel Taylor 
UTEP David Lee Bob Stull 
VMI Jim Shuck Eddie 
Williamson 
Washington State Mike Price Dennic Erickson 


1988 DIVISION | LEADERS 


Rushing 

Sanders, Okla. St. 
Lewis, Texas A&M 
Thompson, Indiana 
Boles, Michigan 
Clark, Nebraska 
Bieniemy, Colorado 
Ezor, Michigan St 
Wilkerson, Kent St. 
Broussard, Wash. St. 
Riley, Central Mich. 
Richards, Pittsburgh 


Receiving 

Phillips, Houston 
Dixon, Houston 
Mitchell, Vanderbilt 
Dykes, Okla. St. 
Boone, Duke 
Waddle, Boston Col. 


Washington, Kansas St 


Hines, Duke 
Cook, lowa 
Evans, San Jose St 


Scoring 

Sanders, Okla. St. 
Thompson, Indiana 
Jacke, UTEP 
Bauman, West Virginia 
Anderson, Houston 
Worley, Georgia 
Huerta, Miami (Fla.) 
Johnson, San Jose St. 
Trainor, Arkansas 
Blanchard, Okla. St. 


Punting 

(Min. 3.6 per game) 
English, Colorado 
Thompson, BYU 
Elmore, Tennessee 
Rhynes, Nev.-LV 
Bailey, Wake Forest 
Rudison, Akron 
Mohr, Alabama 
Kilpatrick, Wyoming 
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No 

342 
306 
329 
248 
232 
219 
290 
247 
189 
215 
207 


Rec 
108 
102 
78 
74 
73 
70 
69 
68 
55 
61 


TD 
39 


58 


50 


Yards 
2553 
1692 
1546 
1359 
1497 
1243 
1358 
1325 
1141 
1238 
1228 


Yds 
1444 
1103 
1213 
1278 
630 
902 
928 
1067 
645 
887 


XP 
0 
ft) 

48 

58 

51 


Yds/pg 
232.09 
153.82 
140.55 
135.90 
124.75 
124.30 
123.45 
120.45 
114.10 
112.55 
111.64 


Rec/pg 
9.82 
9.27 
7.09 
6.73 
6.64 
6.36 
6.27 
6.18 
6.11 
6.10 


Pts 
234 
144 
123 
112 
108 
108 
107 
116 
102 
100 


1988 DIVISION | LEADERS 


Passing Efficiency 


(Min.15 attempts per game) 


Rosenbach, Wash. St. 
Gundy, Okla. St. 
Ferguson, Fl. St. 
Aikman, UCLA 
Walsh, Miami (Fla.) 
Jones, Hawaii 
Mitchell, Utah 
Welniak, Wyoming 
Peete, Southern Cal 
Harlieb, lowa 

Ware, Houston 
Dacus, Houston 


All-Purpose Running 
Sanders, Okla. St. 
Johnson, San Jose St. 
Wilkerson, Kent St. 
Boles, Michigan 
Smith, Utah St. 
Pierce, Tulane 

Greer, Ohio 
Thompson, Indiana 
Metcalf, Texas 

Lewis, Texas A&M 
Ezor, Michigan St 


Total Offense 
Mitchell, Utah 

Dilweg, Duke 
Rosenbach, Wash. St. 
Snyder, Utah St. 
Walsh, Miami (Fla.) 
Wilhelm, Oregon St. 
Kimbrough, West Mich 
Jones, Vanderbilt 


Hartlieb, lowa 

Welniak, Wyoming 

Field Goals FGA 
Trainor, Arkansas 27 
Jacke, UTEP 27 
Keen, California 25 
Huerta, Miami (Fla.) 27 
Browndyke, La. St. 23 
Hopkins, Stanford 24 
Anderson, Houston 25 
Doyle, Alabama 31 
Stucker, Ball St. 23 
O'Morrow, Ohio St. 23 
Punt Returns 

(Min. 1.2 pergame) No 
Sanders, Florida St. 33 
Cherry, Boston Col. 15 
Henry, So. Miss. 23 
Watters, Notre Dame 19 
Henley, UCLA 21 
Platt, So. Carolina 21 
Carswell, Georgia 31 
Anders, Houston 17 
Hargrove, Ohio 21 
Miller, Michigan St. 15 
Kolesar, Michigan 16 


Division I-A Single-Game Highs 


Player 


Rushing and passing plays 
Rushing and passing yards 


Rushing plays 

Net rushing yards 
Passes attempted 
Passes completed 
Passing yards 
Passes caught 
Receiving yards 
Punt return yards 
Kickoff return yards 
TDs/points scored 


Team 
Net rushing yards 
Passing yards 


Rushing and passing yards 
Fewest rushing yards allowed 


Att Cmp Cmp% Int Yards Att 
302 199 65.89 10 2791 9.24 
238 155 65.13 12 2238 9.40 
194 122 62.89 11. «1714 «28.84 
327 209 63.91 8 2076 8.87 
390 233 59.74 12 3115 7.99 
259 138 53.28 11 2268 8.76 
533 323 60.60 15 4322 8.11 
324 184 56.70 9 2627 8.11 
338 208 61.54 10 2654 7.85 
409 258 63.08 9 3310 8.09 
356 212 59.55 8 2507 7.04 
212 123 58.02 7 1597 7:53 
Run Rec PR KR 
2553 181 95 421 
1219 668 0 315 
1325 73 0 502 
1359 64 0 302 
25 1196 141 525 
345 534 0 765 
863 114 0 810 
1546 219 0 0 
932 333 192 117 
1692 13 0 10] 
1358 67 0 254 
Rush Pass Plays Yds 
23 4322 589 4299 
-111 3824 539 3713 
364 2791 417 3155 
-76 3218 535 3142 
-33 3115 405 3082 
30 2896 §12 2926 
145 2465 415 2610 
305 2548 504 2853 
-240 3310 463 3070 
418 2627 460 3-45 
FG PCT FG/PG interceptions No 
24 889 2.18 Larson, Michigan St. 8 
25 226 2.08 Logan, Kent 8 
21 840 1.91 Sandroni, Mississippi 7 
21 778 1,91 Jackson, Louisiana St. 7 
19 826 1.73 Moore, Memphis St. 7 
19 792 1.73 McCorvey, Bowling Gr 7 
19 760 1,73 Sanders, Florida St 5 
19 613 1.73 Richard, Texas 6 
18 783 1.64 Jones, Missouri 6 
18 7831.64 Edwards, Utah 6 
Yds TD Avg Kickoff Returns 
503 1 15.24 (Min. 1.2 per game) No 
206 1 13.73 Ismail, Notre Dame 12 
309 2 13.43 Oldham, Oregon 26 
253 2 13.32 Mortensen, BYU 14 
279 2 13.29 Snow, Ohio St. 19 
266 0 12.67 Khan-Smith, Hawaii 32 
388 0 12.52 Williams, N.C.St. 18 
205 0 12.06 Frager, Boston College 19 
253 1 12.05 Rowe, San Diego St. 31 
179 0 11.93 McCracken, Duke 19 
181 0 11.31 Boles, Michigan 12 
Player/Team (opp./date) 


Wilhelm, Oregon St. (So. Cal, 10/29) 
Mitchell, Utah (Air Force, 10/15) 
Thompson, Indiana (lowa, 10/29) 
Sanders, Okla. St. (Kansas St., 10/29) 
Mitchell, Utah (UTEP, 10/1) 

Hartlieb, lowa (Indiana, 10/29) 
Mitchell, Utah (Air Force, 10/15) 
Phillips, Houston (La. Tech, 9/10) 
Harry, Utah (Idaho St., 9/10) 

Henry, So. Miss. (Miss. St., 10/15) 
Snow, Ohio St. (Pittsburgh, 9/17) 
Harvey, UTEP (Weber St., 9/10) 
Sanders, Okla. St. (Tulsa, 10/1) 
Henderson, lowa St. (Kansas, 10/22) 
Sanders, Oklahoma St. (Kansas, 11/12) 


Oklahoma (Kansas St., 10/15) 
Utah (Air Force, 10/15) 
Oklahoma (Kansas St., 10/15) 
Houston (La. Tech, 9/10) 


TD Rating 
23 162.0 
19 160.4 
16 153.0 
16 147.9 
29 145.2 
19 142.6 
29 141.0 
21 140.7 
18 139.2 
14 138.0 
25 137.4 
13 134.9 
Yds Yds/pg 
3250 295.45 
2202 183.50 
1900 172.73 
1725 172.50 
1887 171.55 
1644 164.40 
1787 162.45 
1765 160.45 
1574 157.40 
1705 155.00 
1679 152.64 
Yds/p/ Yds/pg 
7.30 390.82 
6.89 337.55 
7.57 286.82 
5.87 285.64 
7.61 280.18 
5.71 266.00 
6.29 261.00 
5.66 259.36 
6.63 255.83 
6.62 253.75 
Yds TD IPG 
78 1 T3 
54 «(OO 73 
33, «1 .70 
221 32 64 
51 0 .64 
Km 64 
418; *2 56 
g2 0 55 
84 8600 55 
74° «#200 65 
Yds TD Avg 
433 2 36.08 
764 «1 29.38 
398 «1 28.43 
513 1 27.00 
852 1 26.63 
468 0 26.00 
491 0 25.84 
799 0 25.77 
483 1 25.42 
302 0 25.17 
Total 
70 
625 
47 
320 
65 
44 
631 
16 
255 
136 
213 
5/30 
5/30 
§/30 
5/30 
768 
631 
829 
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CAN NOTRE DAME 


REPEAT? 


A second consecutive national championship is possible. 
But the real goal? Do it again, as if it's for the first time. 


The goal is not to repeat. 

Repeating is fun talk for fans and good 
grist for the media mill. 

No, the goalis not to doitagain. The goal 
is to do it as if it were for the first time. The 
goal is not to beat Michigan when a late 
Wolverine field-goal attempt goes awry. 
The goal is not to beat Miami by batting 
down a two-point conversion in the final 
minute. 

No, the goal is to work hard and get 
better. To execute better, to develop young 
players. To hit hard and play crisply, to 
eliminate mistakes, to win games without 
having to depend on last-minute heroics. 

Now, having said that, Notre Dame — 
ina competitive, parity-filled world where 
repeating is the true test of talent and dedi- 
cation — has as good a chance as any na- 
tional champion can reasonably ask for. 

The pluses: 

e Sixteen starters return. 

¢ Talented replacements abound for the 
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By HERB GOULD 


departing players as well as for depth at 
most other positions. For the third straight 
year, Notre Dame has recruited one of the 
nation’s top, ifnot the top, freshman classes. 

¢ Fora national champion, Notre Dame 
had no superstars. In 1988, a true team-first 
spirit prevailed. In many cases, notably the 
headline-grabbing running-back positions, 
it was difficult to tell the starter from the 
backup. The prospect of jealousies devel- 
oping seems less likely than with many 
championship teams. 

¢ At Notre Dame, where national cham- 
pionships are expected rather than being a 
rarity, the Fighting Irish, from Head Coach 
Lou Holtz on down, seem to have the situ- 
ation in perspective. 

“We're not worried about repeating,” 
said fifth-year senior linebacker Ned Bol- 
car, a tri-captain for the second straight 
year. “Every year, even when we were 
losing five or six games three or four years 
ago, our goal was to wina national champi- 


onship. And our goal this year is to win a 
national championship. But we realize we 
have to doit one day at a time, one practice 
at a time.” 

To emphasize that, Holtz presented the 
Irish with their championship rings the day 
of the Blue-Gold intrasquad spring game 
— and then told his players to put the 
glories of 1988 behind them. 

“There’s not as much pressure as there 
would be at a school that had a jamboree- 
type of thing, that really talked it up a lot,” 
said junior tailback Ricky Watters. “But 
now it’s over. Now, we just want to go out 
and doitagain. Butit’s not about repeating. 
It’s about doing it like you never did it 
before.” 

As Holtz said, “We're not continuing 
1988. We’re building a football team for 
1989. We're starting all over. I don’t believe 
anybody can repeat. We've got a different 
team, different challenges, different oppor- 
tunities. 


“We're not even trying to repeat. We're 
trying to be the best team that wecan be. We 
have a lot of the same names, but we don’t 
have the same players. You say, well, Tony 
Rice is a quarterback and Chris Zorich is a 
middle guard. That's not quite right. Tony 
Rice has to be a quarterback and a leader. 
Chris Zorich has to be a middle guard and 
a leader. 

“They'll be better as individual players. 
But they’ve got to take on another role. 
Leadership, chemistry has got to come. We 
don’thand outroles. The players earn them. 
I can’t tell you that’s going to happen,” the 
coach said. 

“We're going to do everything we can to 
see that it does happen. But I’ve never been 
here before. How dol know? You’ re asking 
me like you're talking to John Wooden. 
There’s so many trials and tribulations that 
lie ahead of this team.” 

The minuses: 

¢ The schedule. In 1988, Notre Dame 
played seven home games for the first time 
in its storied history. Not counting the 
neutral-site Fiesta Bowl, only four games 
were on the road. This fall, the Irish will 
play five home games and six road games, 
plus the neutral-site Kickoff Classic. 

e The breaks of the schedule. While 
much has been said about the regular-sea- 
son finale at Miami, there’s a vast amount 
of football to be played before that. 

For one, there’s an early road trip to 
Michigan, which returns as much talent 
from its Rose Bowl championship squad as 
Notre Dame is welcoming back. For an- 
other, there’s a trip the week before the 
Miami game to Penn State, where the Irish 
haven't won in four tries since the current 
series began in 1981, and haven’t won, 


Lou Holtz will lead an experienced team, which 


includes 16 starters, into his fourth season as 


Notre Dame's coach. 


period, since 1913. 

For another, the Irish have only one 
home game in their first six, including long 
road trips to Stanford and Air Force. And 
then, there’s the annual Irish challenge of 
playing more teams capable of pulling off 
the big upset in one season than many 
national-championship contenders face in 
two years. 

The breaks of the game. “At the end of 
last year, we were the best football team. 
But we were also lucky last year. [Michi- 
gan’s Mike] Gillette missed that field goal. 
Miami didn’t get the two-point conver- 
sion,” said Holtz, who might have added 
the pair of Pitt fumbles on the goal line. 
“Whether we'll be as lucky this year, I don’t 
know. We may be a better football team, 
but not come close to matching our accom- 
plishments of last year.” 

In addition, Notre Dame avoided inju- 
ries to critical players. And when it did 
have injuries, backups stepped in and per- 
formed well. The Irish also got big help 
where it was needed from freshmen, par- 
ticularly at wide receiver and tight end. 

e The dependence on Tony Rice. This 
isn’t exactly a minus. Maybe it’s a tribute to 
Notre Dame’s depth everywhere else. But 
when you're sizing up Notre Dame’s 
chances, if Tony Rice were unavailable, 
unlike the other positions, there’s no proven 
backup at quarterback, and none of the 
other quarterbacks even specialize in the 
option. 

But then again, at quarterback, where 
experience is so critical, few teams have a 
reserve who can be depended on the way 
the starter is. 

e The pressure. As a consensus presea- 
son No. 1 — which Notre Dame certainly 
deserves to be — the Irish will face more at- 
tention, if that’s possible, than they attract 
year in and year out. 

It will start earlier than usual, thanks to 
the Aug. 31 
Kickoff Clas- 
sic against 
Virginia in 
Giants Sta- 
dium, just 
across the 
river fromthe 
Manhattan 
media capi- 
tal. It will 
continue 
with the na- 
tionally tele- 
vised show- 
downs 
against 
Michiganand 
Southern Cal, 
and build 
until the Mi- 
ami game. 
And even if 


Counting their Jan. 2 win over WVU, the Irish are already 1-0 in 1989. 


Notre Dame wins, the way it wins will be 
analyzed, as was the case last year, undera 
microscope. 

“The biggest obstacle,” said quarterback 
coach Pete Cordelli, a longtime Holtz assis- 
tant who played quarterback for Holtz at 
North Carolina State, “is to keep things in 
perspective. The quickest way for anything 
to fall apart is from within — jealousies, 
personal attitudes. You’ve got to have the 
same hunger, the same determination, that 
we did a year ago. In fact, it has to be 
greater. You can’t say, ‘Well, we've done it 
once and that’s good enough.’ It’s not good 
enough. 

“We've got a chance if the attitude, in 
the sense of ‘the team comes first, rather 
than the individual,’ remains the same. 

“What we did a year ago is history. Not 
it’s a matter of, are we disciplined enough 
to push ourselves harder than we did a year 
ago? You can’t go on what you did before.” 

Though Holtz likes to downplay it, he’s 
a master at keeping a team positive and yet 
thinking that it needs to improve. While 
many college-football observers remained 
skeptical of Notre Dame despite victory 
after victory last fall, Holtz was quietly 
adding weapons to his arsenal with real 
and imagined weaknesses. 

First, Rice couldn’t pass — except that, 
after a shaky start, he made some big-time 
throws, particularly in clutch situations in 
big games. 

Then there was concern that injuries in 
the offensive line would hinder the run- 
ning game — except that somehow, the 
injured either limped onto the field, or their 
replacements didn’t miss a beat in clearing 
holes for the running game. 

For nearly the entire season, the kicking 
game had various troubles — except that it 
came through with the big play whenit was 
needed. The defense, under the direction of 
coordinator Barry Alvarez, employed a 
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No, Coach Lou Holtz admits,it wasn’t 
the most serene of springs in the land of 
the Golden Dome. 

Productive? Yes. Serene? No. 

With 46 returning letter winners, 
including 16 starters, from Notre Dame's 
12-0 national championship squad, it 
might have appeared that springtime in 
South Bend would bring some serenity 
for the Fighting Irish. And there was: 

¢ A visit with President Reagan, Presi- 
dent-elect Bush and Vice President-elect 
Quayle at the White House in January. 

e Another banner recruiting class, as 
25 players signed letters-of-intent, in- 
cluding six Parade All-Americas (one of 
whom was quarterback Rick Mirer of 
nearby Goshen, Ind.). 

eThe National Football League se- 
lection of five Irish players — including 
offensive tackle Andy Heck and defen- 
sive end Frank Stams in the first two 
rounds — in its April draft. 

But there were also some rocky 
moments, involving: 

* Bob Satterfield, a senior reserve cor- 
nerback from Encino, Calif., who col- 
lapsed in a Niles, Mich., nightclub and 
died of a congenital heart defect Jan. 19. 
It happened only hours after the Irish’s 
White House visit. 

¢ Michael Stonebreaker, a senior All- 
America linebacker from River Ridge, 
La., who crashed his jeep into a utility 
pole in South Bend in the wee hours of 
Feb. 25. 

* Tony Brooks, ajunior tailback from 
Tulsa, Okla., who was involved in an 
auto accident in South Bend in the wee 
hours of Feb. 26. And it happened in 
front of the hospital where Stonebreaker 
was. 

“You just can’t foresee such things,” 
Holtz says. “You just go along in this 


WHAT AN OFFSEASON 


crazy game, and you realize this is the 
way the game is and this is the way life 
is. You have to just go along and make 
sure you have the right standards. No- 
body ever said it was going to be an easy 
road.” 

Satterfield’s death made the road a 
bit tougher to follow. However, Holtz 
was impressed by how his team rallied 
together to handle the tragedy. 

“Tt depicted the closeness of the team,” 
Holtz says. “... The whole squad felt it 
because they reached back to the reality 
ina hurry that, ‘This is life. Good things 
don’t last, and there’s no guarantee 
what's going to happen tomorrow.’ ” 

Both Brooks and Stonebreaker missed 
spring drills, but hope to return this fall. 

Stonebreaker suffered a broken knee- 
cap, a dislocated hip and facial scrapes 
intheaccident. He received asuspended 
10-day jail sentence and 80 hours of com- 
munity service after being charged with 
driving under the influence and not 
wearing a seat belt. 

But he was on crutches two weeks 
before the end of spring practice, and 
could return as a fall starter. “He’s pro- 
gressed very well,” defensive coordina- 
tor Barry Alvarez says of Stonebreaker’s 
rehabilitation. 

Brooks, who had already been sus- 
pended from spring practice for viola- 
tions of university regulations, withdrew 
from Notre Dame on March 22. That 
came after he had been charged with 
driving with a suspended license and 
leaving the scene of an accident three 
weeks earlier. He eventually agreed to 
do 40 hours of community service and 
pay all the damages in the accident. 
Brooks was expected to return to sum- 
mer school in June and needs six hours 
to be eligible to play this fall. &% 


The Gipper showed good form when he invited Notre Dame to the White House. 


scheme that required only minor altera- 
tions to adjust to the widely different styles 
that Notre Dame sees from week to week. 

All of these factors gave Holtz and his 
fine coaching staff little prods to use in 
practice — to make the workouts interest- 
ing, important, fun. Combine Holtz’s sense 
of humor with his sense of pride, and the 
Irish had a variety of ways to remain at the 
top of their game through a grueling sea- 
son. 

Another solid factor in Notre Dame's 
favor is that on neither offense nor defense 
is the team married to one particular way of 
doing things. That, in part, may be why so 
many observers were skeptical of Notre 
Dame last fall. The offense doesn’t strike 
fear with the in-your-face, try-and-stop-us 
of the Miami passing game, or the Okla- 
homa wishbone in its glory day. The de- 
fense doesn’t colorfully smother you with 
an outrageous, take-no-prisoners set of char- 
acters. 

And yet the running game can grind up 
lesser opponents, while keeping the de- 
fense rested on the sidelines. And it can do 
itwith either the option ora pro-style power 
attack. 

But if passing is needed, Rice has shown 
he can put the ball up for big plays. And yet, 
the defense, which hardly blitzed all sea- 
son, can pressure a Steve Walsh or a Rod- 
ney Peete, then turn around and stop an Air 
Force wishbone the following week. 

This ability to adapt, which Notre Dame 
used last year, should be even greater this 
season. Not only is Rice a more accom- 
plished passer. The Irish also have so much 
experience returning that they ought to be 
able to handle even more new wrinkles, 
should Holtz and his staff decide to use 
them. 

“Now why would we want to do any- 
thing different? We wonevery game, didn’t 
we?” Holtz said with a hearty laugh when 
asked about such a prospect. And in a 
sense, he’s right. He’s unlikely to choose to 
do anything radically different. But with 
the likelihood that Notre Dame will do 
more things well, he had the option of 
changing the balance of how Notre Dame 
does things without the risks being as high. 

For instance, given Rice’s improvement 
as a passer, throwing the ball might be less 
risky, and so Holtz might be more inclined 
to throw earlier, which could open up other 
offensive possibilities. Last spring, though, 
Holtz was fretting about his receivers, which 
might be his rationale for sticking to the 
running game that has been the Irish’s bread 
and butter. 

On defense, with a proven, and still im- 
proving, pass rush, plus a secondary that 
has become skilled at man-to-man cover- 
age, blitzing is less of a gamble than it was 
a year ago. 

“We're capable of doing more defen- 
sively because our secondary has pro- 
gressed,” Alvarez said. “We can pressure 
more, but that will depend on what we 
think will be successful. We're not going to 
turnintoa totally pressure defense, though. 


A second consecutive win over Miami, this time in Florida’s Orange Bowl, would boost the Irish's hopes of repeating as No. 1. 


We'll play our package the way we did last 
year.” 

To be sure, the changes figure to be 
subtle, not radical. For a team that every- 
body will be gunning for, though, the 1989 
Irish, because of their experience, should be 
able to adjust and anticipate potential prob- 
lems, if necessary. 

“We're not trying to defend anything,” 
Alvarez said. “Lou’s term is, ‘What's im- 
portant now?’ Let’s not worry about last 
year.” What could besomewhat important, 
though, is that most of the Irish, with a 12- 
0 season under their belts, have been 
through a lot. 

“Our kids know how to win now,” 
Alvarez said. “We've got a pretty good 
nucleus of guys who went through it all. 
That’s very important — learning how to 
win, knowing how to win.” 

That experience could prove beneficial, 
if Notre Dame gets into the unfamiliar ter- 
ritory of trailing ina game. Last fall, due to 
some breaks, solid defense and their own 
quick starts, the Irish hardly trailed in a 
game all season, particularly in their big 
games. 

Motivation, hunger, determination — 
whatever you want to call it — is a subtler 
proposition. But positive signs have been 
in evidence. 

Before practice started last spring, Bol- 
car said, “The things we talked about was, 
‘Is Notre Dame going to be complacent 
after going 12-0?’ All you had to do was see 
the enthusiasm at our first practice. There’s 
no doubt in my mind that team’s not com- 
placent. We want to improve every day.” 

Indeed, Holtz said his most recent spring 
practice was the hardest-hitting in his two 


decades as a head coach. 

“I don’t believe there’s a single football 
player that’s looking back. They’re not 
complacent. I think it’s safe for me to say we 
don’t have a single football player doing a 
commercial,” the Irish coach said. 

Still, Holtz knows the biggest obstacles 
to a second straight national title: “Not 
being a team, feeling the pressure to live up 
to other people’s expectations. The caliber 
of the schedule. The people we play on the 
road. A lack of depth. Playing to prevent 
yourself from getting beat, rather than en- 
joying the game the way itshould be played. 
There are a lot of problems, a lot of them. 

“I’m not complaining. I’m happy. All 
I’mtelling youis, what's importantis where 
we go from here. I lookatit like a horse race. 
We're all in the starting gate and they’ve 
got the odds posted. This one has a good 
track record, and he’s got the same jockey. 
But it doesn’t mean anything, even after 
they break the gate. Are we going tostumble 
and fall? I don’t know,” Holtz said. 

“\don’teven lookatitin terms of repeat- 
ing. You don’t win a national champion- 
ship. You wake up and you are a national 
champion. We'll approach it the same way 
we did last year, except that this year, we'll 
be doing it with a scrapbook.” 

And with a nation of fans and foes eye- 
ing their every move from the opening 
kickoff in the Kickoff Classic. 

* 

Can the Irish repeat? Given that no one 
in college football has since Alabama in 
1978 and 1979, it’s hard to simply say yes. It 
really will be a new season, with new prob- 
lems to be conquered. 

But Holtz certainly won't call it his big- 


gest challenge. “I think the greatest chal- 
lenge is to have four children. I’ve never 
looked at (repeating) as a challenge. If you 
haven’t got a burning desire for perfection 
and accepting challenges, then you’ve gota 
flawed personality,” he said. 

“We know where we want to go, and 
what we want to do. We've tried to put 
(Notre Dame football) on a firm founda- 
tion, so you don’t get up on top and then 
dip back down. 

“Some people operate on four-year 
cycles. We like to build on a firm founda- 
tion. Bring in good athletes and develop 
good leadership. Every year is a challenge. 
Every day is a challenge.” 

But like the team he has put together, 
Holtz has a burning desire to win, and to do 
the things it takes to win. One national 
championship is a great achievement. But 
two would be — well, two would be reliv- 
ing a great achievement. 

“Out of all the years I’ve started, since 
the ninth grade, I’ve only lost three games,” 
sophomore tight end Derek Brown said. 
“Winning comes almost naturally. Butwhen 
you start thinking you've got to defend 
something, that’s when you start messing 
up. We'll just take it one game, and one day, 
at a time.” 

“It’s up for grabs, isn’t it?” Rice said. 
“We want it. So we're going to try to get it. 
The kind of feeling we had in the Fiesta 
Bowl, I want to feel that again. I think eve- 
rybody on the team wants it.” & 


Herb Gould covers Notre Dame for the 
Chicago Sun-Times. He is the author of “Vic- 
tory March” [$7.95, Bonus Books, Chicago], an 
account of Notre Dame’s 1988 season. 
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Tale RELUCTANT HERO 


Tony Rice 
(above) is 16-2 as 
an Irish starting 
quarterback, the 
reigning MVP of 
the national title 
game anda 
leading Heisman 
contender. What 
he'd really like to 
be is just one of 
the guys. 


By MIKE LOPRESTI 


The kids kept coming. Dozens of them. Hundreds of them. They wanted autographs, 
pictures, a smile, any piece of Tony Rice they could get. 

It was the spring football game at Notre Dame, and Rice spotted former Heisman 
Trophy winner Tim Brown off to the side. Rice, who is nothing if not resourceful, knew the 
right play to call. 

“Look. Over there,” he said. “It’s Tim Brown.” The kids went for it, enough of them, 
anyway, to give Tony Rice room to scramble. And as any linebacker from USC or West 
Virginia will attest, he doesn’t need much. Soon, Rice was free and clearand away from the 
center of attention. Where he wants so badly to be. 

“You're something special,” one of the kids had said. 

“No, no,” Tony Rice answered. “Not me.” 

Someone mentioned the Heisman. 

“I avoid that question,” Tony Rice said. 

He is a star. But who's going to be the one to convince him? 

+ 

You begin with his won-loss record. Nothing else is as important. Nothing else is as 
impressive. 

Rice is 16-2 asa starting quarterback for Notre Dame. He isa national champion. He beat 
Steve Walsh and Rodney Peete and Major Harris, all the cold-eyed slingers who could 
supposedly throw farther and better, but woke up one morning wondering who stacked 
the deck. 

“I don’t know of anybody in this country Id want as my quarterback more than Tony 
Rice,” said Irish quarterback coach Pete Cordelli. “Because he’s a winner. He’s gota lot of 
pride in whatever he does. He’s comparable toa Magic Johnson. When the game is on the 
line he wants the ball, because he’s going to make something happen.” 

Oh, does he. Tight end Derek Brown, one of Rice’s closest friends, remembers one 
special moment in the Fiesta Bowl. The title was on the line, the pressure was mounting, 


the nation was watching ... and Tony Rice was in the 
huddle smiling. Smiling. Big as day. What was this, touch 
football at a class picnic or what? 

“He just looked at us and said, ‘Hey, we're going to do 
it,/ and he smiled,” Brown said. “That’s Tony.” 

Rice was seven of 11 passing that day for 213 yards and 
two touchdowns. He rushed for 75 yards. He shredded 
West Virginia’s defense like so much wheat. Then some- 
one asked him to grade his performance and he gave 
himself a B. “I don’t think I could ever get an A,” he said. 

That's Tony. 

What Tony Rice is now is a senior surrounded by 
experienced, talented colleagues who could do an awfully 
lot. 

Win another championship for their school, for ex- 
ample. 

Or win the Heisman for their quarterback. 

He is one of the favorites. Don’t let him tell you differ- 
ently, because he will try. Tony Rice is a Heisman candi- 
date and a star and wishes to be neither. But he is quarter- 
back at Notre Dame. And a team tri-captain. For anonym- 
ity, may we suggest a 
switch to guard? 

Lou Holtz would 
probably prefer Rice 
remain at quarterback, 
however. And since Rice 
must be at ease through 
the spotlights certain to 
come, Holtz spent the 
spring whispering sweet 
nothings into his quar- 
terback’s earhole about 
handling fame. 

“Tony's listened to 
everything I’ve said. Un- 
fortunately he hasn’t 
heard everything I’ve 
said,” Holtz said. 

“Tony's a celebrity. 
He no longer is from 
Woodruff, S.C. When 
you're on the cover of 
Sports Illustrated three 
times in one year — and 
so much for the Sports Illustrated jinx — when you're the 
MVP ina bowl game, quarterback for a national champion, 
your life is not the same. He has to understand he can’t be 
like everybody else. When you gain something, such as 
recognition, you have to give up certain things.” 

Rice grimaces at the very idea. “When Coach told me 
that, at first it was hard. I thought, ‘Why? Why me? I have 
to watch what I do. I want to fit into the group, be one of 
guys,” Rice said. “Whatever theyre doing, I want to do. 
But I can’t. It’s like I’m better than anybody else. I’m not. 
I’m not better than anybody else.” 

Itisa struggle for Rice, and one known by everyone else 
in the program. 

Cordelli: “He'll say, ‘Coach, I’m Tony Rice, and Ialways 
want to be Tony Rice.’ ” 

Derek Brown: “He doesn’t want to bea star. Not at all. 
I'll kid him and call him Mr. Rice. He’ll snap at meand say, . 
‘My name’s Tony.’ ” ' “ 

Sports information director John Heisler: “If you gave j 
hima choice of things to do, being interviewed would not ; 
be high on the list.” | 

Tobesure, heis hardly a recluse. Everybody on campus 
knows the guy; a broad base of friends built partly his 
freshman year when he had to sit out of football because of 
Proposition 48. His arm may get sore from waving. He is 
glad to talk to anyone about any subject — his slam dunk- 
ing ability gets a particularly enthusiastic response. 
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With Rice at the 
controls and on the 
run, Notre Dame 
has a 3-1 record 
against arch-rivals 
Penn State (top) 
and Southern Cal 
(middle, left) the 

/ past two seasons. 
> 
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Any subject, that is, except football. Foot- 
ball means he is back to being the quarter- 
back again. Back to standing out in the 
crowd. 

“In the dorms, I don’t even mention 
football,” he said. “Most of my friends are 
not athletes. They're regular students. I go 
out and spend time with them and say, ‘I’m 
just like you. Football players at other uni- 
versities just talk, talk, talk. I’m going to be 
your friend.’ 

“People treat me totally different now. 
The way they look at me. My day is not 
complete unless I say hello to everybody I 
meet. I said hello to a little girl and I over- 
heard her saying, ‘Tony Rice said hello to 
me.’ | still can’t get in my mind that I’m a 
celebrity. I’m not. It’s the way I was brought 
up. You treat other people like you’d want 
to be treated. My grandmother emphasized 
that a lot.” 

So that is the burden he will carry this 
fall. As if the burden of repeating is not 
enough. Fame seems such a desirable goal 
for most of us. But fame is not so sweet for 
those who do not seek it. 

“A lot of people expecta lot of things out 
of you,” Rice said. “You can’t fulfill their 
dreams. You can try. But you can’t fulfill all 
of them. I’m just trying to do the things I’m 


HANDICAPPING 
THE HEISMAN RACE 


The green pastures of the NFL beck- 
oned. So one by one, the underclassmen 
who figured to fight it out for the Heis- 
man jumped the fence. 

Last year’s winner, Oklahoma State 
running back Barry Sanders ... Miami 
quarterback Steve Walsh... Washington 
State quarterback Timm Rosenbach ... 
Alabama running back Bobby 
Humphrey. 

What's left behind? It’s a wide-open 
field. Here’s an early handicap of the 
1989 Heisman race. 

Major Harris, West Virginia quar- 
terback. Finished fifth in last year’s 
voting and has the highest profileamong 
the contenders. The Mountaineers fig- 
ure to make full use of his wide range of 
abilities. West Virginia played for the 
national championship last year with a 
senior-laden team, but did not have one 
player picked in the first five rounds of 
the National Football League draft. That 
suggests what Harris means to the 
Mountaineers. His biggest drawback 
may the inexperience of his supporting 
cast. West Virginia has many cleats to 
fill and its record may suffer. That costs 
Heisman contenders. Odds: 7-1. 

Tony Rice, Notre Dame quarterback. 
Anintriguing selection for Heisman vot- 
ers, who may have to decide on his in- 
tangible qualities more than showy sta- 
tistics. If he guides the Irish to another 
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very pleased with. I’m not trying to please 
everybody else. A lot of people expect so 
many things out of you. You can’t do it. 
Nobody’s perfect. 

“You go out there and the guys know 
you're not trying to act better than they are. 
You're just one of them. That’s what I want 
to be. One of them. I’m like them. But on the 
other hand, I have to play that role. 

“I’m not worried about the Heisman. 
I’m just worried about taking my team 
down the field. The Heisman can come 
later. [don’t really care. It seems like every- 
body is looking for me to say that I deserve 
the Heisman. I go to the next question.” 

If fame is an obstacle rather than an 
objective, it is likely he will overcome it. He 
has overcome nearly everything else. 

The summer of 1988, the rumors flew he 
was about to academically wash out of 
school. But Rice spent up to 12 hours a day 
that summer shoring up the leaks in his 
academic boat. It was never easy. It still 
isn’t. But he’s making it. 

Then came his junior season when, as 
any fourth-grade child who likes the Irish 
could tell you, there were questions about 
the passing game. Notre Dame fans wor- 
ried about that area as they would their 
mortgage. So did Holtz. When Rice began 
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WVU's Harris is a Major contender. 


title, it will be hard to say no. Plus, he gets 
early exposure in the Kickoff Classic, and 
the Irish are America’s most visible college 
team. But the Irish have lavish expecta- 
tions, and if they don’t meet them, the 
quarterback will get some of the blame, 
regardless of whether he deserves it. Odds: 
9-1. 

Emmitt Smith, Florida running back. 
Had a sensational freshman year, but inju- 
ries slowed himasa sophomore. If he comes 
back big — and he had a great spring — 
voters will not havea hard time remember- 
ing his name. Odds: 10-1. 

Anthony Thompson, Indiana running 
back. Had the rotten luck of having a great 
year the same season as Barry Sanders. 


a 
“I’m not worrying about 


the Heisman..(it) can come 
later.” 


the season five of 23 against Michigan and 
Michigan State, a lot of Domers looked 
prayerfully to the sky, hoping Joe Montana 
would drop out of a cloud to save them all. 

“You know everybody in the country 
watching, all the Notre Dame fans, shook 
their heads, thinking ‘What are we going to 
do?’” linebacker Ned Bolecar said. “You're 
not going to win on our schedule if you 
can’t pass the ball. 

“By the Miami game, they were saying 
he can be a terrific passer. That was Tony 
working hard to prove himself. I think he’s 
become a better passer. He can check out 
into another offense a lot better. He’s more 
comfortable. He has more self-confidence. 
If you have confidence and you work hard, 
you get better. He had room for improve- 
ment, but that’s because he has so much 
talent.” 

Rice never lost his head or his cool. The 
passes would come. And evenif they didn’t, 
the victories sure would. He had a remark- 


Nobody noticed Thompson gaining 
1,546 yards and scoring 24 touchdowns. 
He opened his campaign in a big way, 
gaining 206 yards in the spring game. 
“We're all out there to get Anthony the 
Heisman Trophy,” said tackle Randy 
Schneider. Odds: 12-1. 

Darren Lewis, Texas A&M running 
back. Is the top rusher returning with 
1,692 yards last year. But A&M's prob- 
lems with NCAA will hurt him. Odds: 
qS=1) 

Scott Mitchell, Utah quarterback. 
The nation’s leader in total offense last 
year, Mitchell also threw 29 touchdown 
passes. But a Heisman winner from 
Utah? Nearby BYU has had all those 
great quarterbacks, too, and 1983 run- 
ner-up Steve Young was the only one of 
them who ever finished higher than 
third. Odds: 15-1. 

Blair Thomas, Penn State running 
back. Missed 1988 with a knee injury 
but is healthy again. His 1,414 yards 
rushing in 1987 were third best ever for 
Penn State, and his all-purpose 1,772 
yards were a school record. Odds: 15-1. 

The Great Unknown. Many Heis- 
man voters were pleased they were able 
to vote fora guy last year in Sanders who 
did not have a big buildup. So they'll be 
looking again for a fresh face as a back- 
lash against the Heisman hype. With 39 
touchdowns and 2,628 yards, Sanders 
was kind of hard to miss. The hunt fora 
surprise may be harder this year, but 
many will be looking. Odds: 20-1. t% 

—Mike Lopresti 


able autumn run when he entered thearena 
against bigger-name quarterbacks — Walsh 
at Miami, Peete at USC, Harris at West 
Virginia — and left each as the winner, a 
little more respected than before. Who was 
that masked man? 

Meantime, Holtz never relented in his 
publicskepticism of the Irish passing game. 
He was keeping the expectations low and 
giving Rice room to grow. Rice always said 
it didn’t matter what anybody said. But 
toward the end, it did. 

“It kind of of started to get to me, just by 
listening to him talk,” Rice said. “I didn’t 
have to prove anything to anybody, just to 
myself that I could do the job. But hearing 
that stuff over and over again ... But it 
seemed like toward the end I started click- 
ing, everything started getting on the right 
track. They can talk all they wantto. I didn’t 
even care anymore. Coach Holtz can say 
anything he wants to say.” 

He came in the spring in search of one 
thing: consistency. “I hope I improve. I'd 
better. If I don’t, something’s wrong,” he 
said. But how? “By knowing the whole 
strategy of the game. By being able to line 
up behind the center, look over the defense 
and take my team froma bad situation toa 
good one. 

Added Cordelli, “He can anticipate 
more. He can look at situations and know 
what his alternatives are. 

“The one thing people have to under- 
stand about Tony Rice is he didn’t play 
football the first 12 months he was on this 
campus. I don’t think a Proposition 48 foot- 
ball player can be compared to a Proposi- 
tion 48 basketball player. A basketball player 
can go to a gym or down on the street 
corner, pick up a ball, get involved in a 
game and work on the things that are going 
to get you through, like your shooting. In 
football, where are going to get the physical 
contact, where are you going to get the 
reads you have to make? 

“I see in Tony Rice the same type of 
awareness coming as Tim Brown had. The 
same type of physical toughness. I don’t 
know of anyone who can say they’ve won 
as many games as he has.” 

So Tony Rice, who began his career at 
Notre Dame with a strike against him, hits 
the home stretch as a winner, a leader, a 
rousing success story. 

When Notre Dame decided not to take 
any more Proposition 48 athletes, Rice raised 
a gentle voice of dissent. If that rule stands, 
he will be the one and only Prop. 48 student 
ever to play Notre Dame football. And he 
hasn’t turned out too badly. 

“In a way, it makes me feel really good 
knowing I’m the first, plus the last,” he 
said. “But a lot of other people won't get a 
chance to go where they want because of a 
ruling. But that’s Notre Dame. If they’re 
going to be that way, let them be that way.” 

So one more go-around lies ahead for 
this unique athlete. The Heisman voters 
may have an intriguing choice. Do they go 
with someone who has flashier individual 
statistics, or a man who hardly ever loses? 


Rice said he didn’t let the public utterances of Holtz get to him. 


Tony Rice must be seen to be appreci- 
ated. His best qualities are the subtle intan- 
gibles. They are also the most crucial. 

Bolcar: “I never realized how good a 
quarterback he was until we had a little 
scrimmage. He came my way and I was 
going to make the play on him. You move 
to the ball and all of asudden you’ re diving 
at his feet and you miss him by three yards 
and he’s down the field. And all ofasudden 
you think, ‘No wonder that guy from USC 
can’t catch him, no wonder that guy from 
West Virginia can’t catch him.’ ” 

Cordelli: “When he steps in the huddle, 
he’s probably the most respected guy on 
the football team, because of his toughness 
mentally and physically and his ability to 
step in the huddle and say, ‘Hey look at 
me.’ And they all look at him, because they 
know when the guy says something, he’s 
going to getit done. He knows he can’t turn 
the ball over, he knows he can’t make mis- 
takes. But the biggest thing he wants to do 
is do what's right, so his teammates can 
win.” 

Rice smiled and nodded at that opinion. 
Winning is the important thing. Doing 
what's right is the important thing. Being 
one of the guys is the important thing. 


That’s the way it was back in South Caro- 
lina. That's the way it is here. 

“I just want to have a good time when 
I’m doing it,” he said. “It might not look 
good, my statistics, but it’s like my body 
and everything comes together to have a 
good game, so the team can win. The chal- 
lenge and trying harder makes you feel 
good when you compete. If you don’t win, 
you try again. I just love to compete.” 

Compete, try, win. Loves ‘em all. But 
being the star, being the man the public 
crowds in to listen to? No, no. He is the 
reluctant hero, the man who would not be 
king, but rather invisible. Look to his ac- 
tions this fall, not his words. 

“Tony is a man of few words,” Holtz 
said. “He reminds me of Calvin Coolidge. 
A woman once said to Calvin Coolidge, ‘I 
made a bet that I could make you say three 
words.’ And he answered, ‘You lose.’ Tony 
made about the same speech at the lunch- 
eon the other day. 

“I’m never going to worry about the 25- 
second clock running out on him. He won't 
talk that long.” #& 


Mike Lopresti quarterbacks coverage of Irish 
football for Gannett News Service. 
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The attitude, wor 
inside running skil 
top fullback and te 

couldn't be an 


t's easy to overlook Anthony 
Johnson in the Fighting Irish 
scheme, but he is a real gem 
when you find him. In fact, his 
worth is incalculable. 

The senior fullback’s statistics are not 
the kind that dazzle. And his demeanor on 
and off the field is more akin to a deacon 
than to one of the toughest competitors on 
a highly visible national championship 
team. But to his teammates and coaches, 
there are few steadier fullbacks around — 
and no nicer guys. 

“Anthony is one of the most underrated 
football players in the country,” Coach Lou 
Holtz says. “And the doggonedest inside 
runner I’ve ever seen.” 

To those who know him, the accolades 
for Johnson inescapably go beyond his 
playing skills to his quiet, butunmistakable 
leadership abilities. 

Johnson was elected by his teammates 
as one of three captains of the 1989 Irish 
squad, along with quarterback and Heis- 
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man candidate Tony Rice and defensive 
anchor Ned Bolcar. To outsiders, Johnson’s 
choice as tri-captain may have seemed a 
surprise because of the quiet, unassuming 
pose he inevitably strikes. Johnson himself 
says he was “shocked” by the choice this 
spring. But to his teammates, Johnson was 
an obvious selection. 

“He's the type of guy in the huddle I 
look to,” says the mischief-loving Rice. “I 
consider him my guide and model. I wish I 
could be like Anthony because he never 
does anything wrong. On the field, he’s 
consistent and off the field, he’s cool. He’s 
just perfect.” 

Johnson, indeed, is cool. But don’t ex- 
pect flash wrapped in gold jewelry and 
hype. “He will never get in trouble for 
talking too much in class,” Holtz quips. 

“Anthony is not a real vocal person,” 
says running back coach Jim Strong. “He’s 
a leader by example. He is respected be- 
cause of his work ethic and the sacrifices he 
makes on the football field. On a team of 


hard workers, he works very, very hard. As 
a starter for three years, a senior on a na- 
tional championship football team, there’s 
always a tendency fora guy to lay back and 
say, ‘Hey, people know I’m a pretty good 
football player.’ But not Anthony. He is 
constantly trying to improve himself.” 

If you haven't gotten the idea yet, 
Johnson just goes about his business witha 
no-nonsense manner, not caring ifanybody 
notices. And his business is being the best 
that he can be. 

“I love to play football,” says Johnson, a 
bubbly grin dominating his 6-foot-2, 222- 
pound frame, which can bench press 370 
pounds. “I am not a rah-rah type of a guy. 
Words are very nice but when it comes 
down to it, what you do on the field, the 
way you are, the way you interact — that’s 
really the heart of what someone will think 
about you. It’s not a conscious effort on my 
part to be like this, but I do try to put in 
trust, love and commitment when it comes 
to another person, particularly my 


teammates.” Trust, love and commitment. 
They are not only words inscribed on the 
team’s national championship rings but a 
constant theme of Holtz’s etched indelibly 
in Johnson’s psyche. 

“T never really thought I was that good, 
but Coach Holtz teaches his players that 
through discipline, hard work and dedica- 
tion —being at the right place at the right 
time, doing the right thing at the right time 
— that’s where greatness comes in. That's 
how you become as good as you’re capable 
of being. 

“His message of trust, love and commit- 
ment is of utmost importance. I think it 
goes much deeper than the emotions of a 
pep rally and it sticks with you longer. 
From that, you develop a team attitude and 
a greatness within the team.” 

Notre Dame's option offense is designed 
around the talents of Rice and a fleet stable 
of tailbacks. So it is easy to miss Johnson. 

Last year, Johnson carried the ball 69 
times — about half as many as the Irish’s 


With 21 touchdowns and one national title while at Notre Dame, 


Johnson has had plenty of reasons to smile. 


most prolific rusher, Mark Green, who 
graduated. Butasisa fullback’s job, most of 
the carries were to theinside, where Johnson 
still averaged 4.1 yards per rush. His five 
touchdowns last year despite missing two 
games due to ankle injuries gave him 21 for 
his college career — the most by anybody 
on last year’s or this year’s roster, including 
Green and Rice. 

He is Notre Dame’s most sure-handed 
ball carrier, its most consistent, one of its 
strongest — and toughest. To this day, his 
coach at South Bend’s John Adams High 
School, Bill Farrell, can’t get this one image 
of Johnson out of his mind: Johnson booms 
a 70-yard punt, hustles downfield, then 
makes the jarring tackle on the return man, 
who had only Johnson to beat for a touch- 
down. It was a fine play on any football 
field, made extraordinary by the circum- 
stances, which only later came to light. 

Unknown to his coach at the time — or 
to Johnson, for that matter — Johnson had 
injured his kidney early in the game while 
playing middle linebacker. He came out 
for two or three plays and then returned for 
the remainder of the game, playing offense 
and defense and handling the kicking and 
punting chores. 

That night, Johnson checked himself into 
a hospital, where he was diagnosed as 
having a lacerated kidney, aninjury similar 
to the one suffered by Chicago Bears quar- 
terback Jim McMahon. Doctors told him he 
was lucky to be alive. Johnson missed the 
rest of his junior high school season, but 
fully recovered. 

“That one play always makes me think 
what wasinside the kid,” says Farrell. “How 
much pain he really was in at the time, and 
how he excelled in that situation. He never 
complained. You couldn’t keep him out of 
the ballgame." 

With Johnson on the sidelines, John 
Adams High lost four of its last five games. 
With Johnson back healthy the next season, 
the team went 9-2. 

“This kid is the best I coached in my 20 
years,” says Farrell. “A great kid, a good 
student, a fine leader. An inspiration to all 
the other kids because of his work ethic and 
a very humble guy as well. If he had no 
athletic ability at all, he would be remem- 
bered by me and anyone else who coached 
him as a great contributor. He is unselfish 
and so genuine. Anthony’s a kid who is 
always going to do his best and make the 
best of any situation, no matter what it is.” 

As a runner, Johnson features not only 
good strength, but very good lateral move- 
mentand peripheral vision. Hecredits much 
of his ability to the fact he played soccer 
from age 10 through high school — leading 
his high school team to two state champi- 
onships. 

“I think soccer has helped his ability to 
change directions, which is something An- 
thony does very well,” says Strong, the 
Irish assistant coach. “The other great thing 


about himis his vision. He knows the things 
that are going on around him, where the 
traffic is.” 

Johnson grew up in Indianapolis until 
he was 10. He was 4 when his father died of 
cancer. His mother remarried a man who 
had also lost his wife, and the couple and 
their new family moved to South Bend. It 
was a big family — a total of nine children 
from the new marriage, previous marriages 
and adoptions. 

Anolder brother, Mike, graduated from 
Notre Dame in the spring and was a walk- 
on middle linebacker his sophomore year 
for the Irish. A sister, Laura, also attends 
Notre Dame. Lewis enters high school this 
fall and is the best athlete of the lot, Johnson 
says. One of Anthony’s favorites in the big 
family is Daniel. “He’s 5 and has Downs 
syndrome. He’s very energetic, aloving kid 
and he’s fun to be around,” Johnson says. 

Johnson not only grew upin the shadow 
of Notre Dame Stadium, but he actually 
worked there. During highschool, heserved 
as a messenger for the ushers during foot- 
ball games. He recalls watching Allen 
Pinkett run up all those yards. His step- 
father, whom Johnson refers to as “my fa- 
ther,” also worked the games as an usher. 

Despite his South Bend and Notre Dame 
connections, Johnson didn’t always dream 
about playing football for the Fighting Irish. 

“My dad has always loved Notre Dame, 
so I knew aboutit. But it wasn’t in the sense 
that I yearned to go there,” Johnson says. 
“It didn’t take on that meaning until started 
to consider my future after high school. 
That’s when I came to realize it’s one of the 
greatest experiences anyone can ever have, 
athletically and academically.” 

Johnson believes the Irish have the tal- 
ent to repeat as national champions. How- 
ever, he points out such talk is “naughty” 
around Holtz, a motivational guru who 
wants his players to forget about last year 
and concentrate on the task at hand. 

Funny as it sounds, Johnson says he’s 
still waiting “for the goosebumps to hit” 
after winning the Fiesta Bow] and the na- 
tional title. 

“That's not to say it isn’t important or 
that it’s not a great feeling,” he notes. “But 
it was just another opportunity for us to be 
together. Maybe it’s not supposed to hit us 
until years later.” 

Johnson’s not waiting. He thinks Notre 
Dame can go back-to-back. “We have a 
chance to win two ina row. We havea lot of 
talent, good talent, coming in and a pretty 
good leading class,’ Johnson says. “So if 
you look at it on paper, there’s no reason in 
the world why we should not repeat. But 
we have to do what we did last year, take 
one step at a time and incorporate truth, 
love and commitment among us.” 


Joseph Tybor, an attorney who previously 
wrote about the law, has a commitment to 
covering Notre Dame for the Chicago Tribune. 
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BOLCAR 
IS BACK... 


..and out to prove himself after spending 
last season as the odd man out in 
Notre Dame's linebacking corps. 


By RICK MARTINEZ 


Ned Bolcar embraces his part in Notre 
Dame’s 1988 national championship sea- 
son, buthe doesn’ tagree with his particular 
role in it. 

So, don’t go showing Notre Dame's ’89 
Spring Football guide to him. Words like 
“inheriting” and “alternated” don’t sit well 
with Bolcar. Not well at all, but they’re in 
there: 

“The two inside linebacker positions are up 
for grabs in ‘89, not just because of the gradu- 
ation loss of last year’s leading tackler, Wes 
Pritchett — but also because of the questionable 
status of senior Michael Stonebreaker [who 
suffered a broken kneecap and a dislocated hip in 
a Feb. 25 auto accident] ... 

“Inheriting Pritchett’s job as middle line- 
backer is fifth-year senior Ned Bolcar, a two- 
time Irish captain who ranked fourth on the 
team last year despite never starting a game. A 
star in ‘87 when he earned second-team All- 
America honors from the Associated Press, 
Bolcar alternated with both Pritchett and Stone- 
breaker at the two inside positions.” 

Bolcar wasn’t pleased about alternating, 
and he isn’t content with inheriting. 

“Was | happy with the way things were 
last year? No, | wasn’t happy,” says Bolcar, 
letting the words sting the air like one of his 


body-wrapping tackles. “It bothered me 


greatly because I came in and I planned on 
playing just one more year, and having a 
good year. I felt that, hopefully, with me in 
there that we’d win a national champion- 
ship, and then this year I’d be on my way 
out of here doing something else. 

“I didn’t like not starting ... but Coach 
(Lou) Holtz, he’s the boss. I’m just an 
employee. And when he makes a decision 
that your such and such, this is your role, 
hey.” 

His role this season isn’t toiling as a 
second-stringer again. He’s returning fora 
fifth year as the No. 1 man for the job. 

“T didn’t want to come back and sit on 
the bench for a year. I can go get a job or 
something, or go try to play in the pros,” 
says Bolear, who received a bachelor’s 
degree in economics in the spring and plans 
to study for his MBA this year. 

But tackling frustrations is what Bolcar 
faced last fall. Itis something he had to deal 
with after missing half of spring drills with 
an ankle sprain. 

“That put Ned as the third man in the 
trio (of linebackers),” says defensive coor- 
dinator Barry Alvarez. “But at this point, 
it’s obvious he’s the No. 1 guy.” 

Ah, the spotlight. Bolcar basks well in its 
warm glow. 

“Limelight, I like it. But if you want to 
talk to me because I’m captain of the Notre 
Dame football team, great, but next year 
nobody may want to talk to me,” Bolcar 
says. “Is that the limelight? I don’t know, 
but yet when I go home I’II still be popular. 
.. To me, when I go into a bar in Phil- 
lipsburg, N.J.,and 20 people know me that’s 
limelight enough. 

“But I want to be counted on,” he says. 
“And I didn’t feel like I was being counted 
on last year. I think that’s what the rotation 
deal was about. I think they wanted me to 
come back for a fifth year.” Not true, say 
Alvarez and Holtz. “You can’t force any- 
one to come back,” Alvarez says. 

But Bolcar is back, bringing with him his 
head-on attitude about football, about life, 
about everything in general. That’s been 
his way ever since his high school days in 
his hometown of Phillipsburg. 

“He’s very likable, and has always had 
that businesslike attitude,” said Tom 
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Bolcar (above) was fourth in tackles in ’88, 
and had a bloody good Fiesta Bowl (lower 
left), filling in for an injured Stonebreaker. 


Dominic, who was Bolcar’s defensive coach 
at Phillipsburg High School, where he is 
now head coach. “And he certainly speaks 
his mind. But that’s Ned’s way.” 

Bolcar’s way in high school, both onand 
off the field, was a high profile one. 

Bolcar was in oneverything in high school. 
He was National Honor Society president. 
He was student council vice president. He 
was forward and captain on the basketball 
team. He was an outfielder and captain on 
the baseball team. He was a linebacker, 
fullback and captain on the football team. 
He had a 3.9 grade-point average, and was 
receiving about 200 recruiting letters 
weekly. 

His college prospects at the time— Notre 
Dame, Penn State, Boston College were his 
final choices — were rich. With that in 
evidence, USA Today tabbed Bolcar to 
chronicle his recruiting experiences: 

“Sat with John Elway watching the Super 
Bowl (on TV). They (Stanford) think I could be 
starting as a sophomore. They say earlier, but 
that's talk. I talked to Jack Elway fora long time. 
He is really cool. I think he has a grasp as how to 
treat kids.” 

It made for some provocative reading 


froma provocative high school senior who 
would garner honors as USA Today’s top 
defensive player and share Parade Maga- 
zine’s top player award. 

“So, my name’s in a lot of college pros- 
pect publications,” says Bolcar, matter-of- 
factly of how he wasselected by USA Today 
to tell the story of his recruitment to Reid 
Cherner. “Then they narrow it down to a 
few guys. 

Bolcar knows how most of those inter- 
views went. “They talk to those guys, inter- 
viewing them on the phone. They ask, ‘Hey, 
how you doing?’ And then some guy an- 
swers, ‘Yeah.’ ‘And how’s everything 
going?’ ‘Oh, yeah.’ They know not to use 
him because he doesn’t say a word. 

“Now, me, I may not have been the best 
player, but I feel I was as good as most of 
those guys there on the lists. And I enjoy 
talking, and can express most of my 
thoughts — like 80 percent of my thoughts 
I can get across. 

“And it wasn’t only supposed to be done 
on Ned Bolcar. It was supposed to be done 
such that I was a representative of the high 
school athletes being recruited. ... Would I 
want to do it again? Never.” 

He doesn’t feel likewise about football, 
however. In high school, Bolcar was “an 
accomplished and dominant player,” 


Dominic says. “I think in high school, too, 
he was as fundamentally sound a high 
school player as he could be.” 

But his former high school head coach, 
Philip Rohm, says that maybe, just maybe, 
there may have been too many early expec- 
tations of Bolcar. “Sometimes, I think high 
school coaches can underestimate the 
complexity of the situation on the college 
level,” Rohm says. “It comes around that 
you've got to learn the system, and wait 
your turn.” 

Bolcar says: “I always felt we've had 
good linebackers here. Iwasa second-team, 
third-team linebacker, but I always felt that 
I was good enough to play.” 

However, he didn’t play his freshman 
year. Notasinglesecond, notasingle down 
did he play under former Notre Dame 
Coach Gerry Faust. And when Holtz ar- 
rived, it didn’t look much better for Bolcar. 

“Coach Holtz stressed those fundamen- 
tals a lot, and he didn’t think I was a funda- 
mentally sound player,” Bolcar says. 

Bolcar admits to having thoughts of 
transferring, but he stayed. “They finally 
let me play,” he says of the coaches. “They 
said to me, ‘Hey, you're not fundamentally 
sound.’ I said, ‘Hey, you just didn’t let me 
play.’ ” 

Holtz is playing Bolcar now. “I think 


Ned’s playing better than I’ve ever seen 
him play,” Holtz says. “He’s become such 
a fundamentally sound player. He’s just 
become an excellent football player for us, 
and is an excellent leader.” 

Former Irish defensive coordinator Foge 
Fazio, now with the NFL’s Atlanta Falcons, 
believes the difference in Bolcar’s game is 
that he is no longer so reckless. “He was a 
guy who was very enthusiastic, and he had 
alotof natural ability. But he wasa little out 
of control,” Fazio says. “In the spring of 86, 
that’s when he started coming around.” 

His sophomore season, he played every 
game and had more special team appear- 
ances than anyone on the squad and was 
named punt team captain. He also played 
inside linebacker behind All-American 
Mike Kovaleski and Ron Weissenhofer. “I 
started out second team, but they found a 
need at fullback, and moved me there,” he 
says. “Why? I don’t know, but they moved 
me back to linebacker after only a week. My 
career as a running back was short-lived, 
I'll tell you.” 

And Bolcar didn’t like the wait during 
the back-to-back 5-6 seasons in 1985 and 
‘86. “I'ma competitor,” he says. “I want to 
be on the field.” 

His opportunity for plenty of playing 
time came in the spring of 1987. He and 
Stonebreaker were even in spring drills, 
but after Stonebreaker was declared aca- 
demically ineligible for the 1987 season, 
Holtz and Fazio gave Bolcar the starting 
nod. Holtz’s words to Bolcar were: “Go 
become a great linebacker.” 

Bolcar did, starting all 12 games at in- 
side linebacker alongside Pritchett. He 
played more minutes and had more tackles 
than any Irish defender. But when Stone- 
breaker returned, well... “But Ned handled 
it well,” Pritchett says. “And I think we'd 
pretty much fallen into a rhythm.” 

Bolcar says: “Obviously, we had a good 
situation last year with me, Wes Pritchett 
and Mike. We had two guys who could just 
go out there and play, and you really don’t 
miss a beat. 

“And this year, they’re looking for the 
same thing with me and Mike and Donn 
Grimm. And DonnGrimm’s coming along, 
and he can play either position and that 
means we'll have three solid guys.” 

Bolcar figures to be the most solid of the 
three. “Look at me, what am I, 6-2? I'ma 
good size guy and everything, but I’m not 
enormous,” says Bolcear of his 6-2, 229- 
pound frame. “I’m not out there hulking 
out the field, but I feel Ican get the job done 
as good as anybody else does.” 

He doesn’t feel like he’s inheriting any- 
thing, and he doesn’t plan on alternating, 
either. 

“Football’s great. It’s a lot of hard work 
for no pay, but I enjoy playing football,” he 
says. “And that’s what I’m getting the 
opportunity to do now.” 


Rick Martinez covers Notre Dame football 
for the Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette. 
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MOST OF THE 
SAME OLD 
FAMILIAR 
FACES 


As evidenced by this position-by- 
position analysis, the Irish boast a 
mostly veteran squad in 1989 as they 
defend their national title. 


By BILL BILINSKI 


It was mentioned a year ago that by the 
1989 season, Notre Dame would be chal- 
lenging for the national title. 

No one figured they’d be trying to de- 
fend it. 

So the word “repeat” will be written a 
few thousand times before the Fighting 
Irish begin another bid. Coach Lou Holtz 
will try to change the subject. 

“Understand this, you're not talking to 
John Wooden here,” said Holtz, who won 
his first national title and guided Notre 
Dame to its eighth last season. “You're 
talking to a guy who’s here for the first 
time. It’s a new experience for me.” 

But he has all that experience back, 16 
starters in all and more if you include some 
spot-starters from last season. “Personally,” 
Holtz added, “I think you have to build all 
over again. This ’89 football team will have 
to develop its own personality, its own 
characteristics.” 

If you ask Holtz if his team can repeat, 
he'll probably ask in return: 

“Will Tony Rice stay healthy?” 

“Will the kicking game get better?”” 

“Will the breaks go our way?” 

Holtz acknowledged at season’s end, 
“We were the best team, but we were lucky 
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too and that’s something we have no con- 
trol over.” 

Considering what they have back — 
from quarterback Rice, who just kept get- 
ting better, to a defense that should be 
among the best in the country — the Irish at 
least should need less luck this time around. 

Holtz can only hope they remainas hun- 
gry. He fed the team a steady diet of lec- 
tures this spring on the importance of put- 
ting last year to rest. His only gauge was the 
intensity of the practice sessions. Whether 
it was because of the competition from 
talented younger players or because the 
message had sunk in, there was no appar- 
ent drop-off. The first day in shorts “looked 
more like a scrimmage,” Holtz said. 

“For the most part this did not look like 
a team that had accomplished anything, 
yet. We aren’t going to try to match last 
year. All we're trying to do is become a 
better football team. And we may be a 
better football team and not come close to 
matching last year’s accomplishments. 

“But I'll tell you this: I don’t believe 
there’s a single football player on this team 
looking back on last year.” 

A position-by-position look at those 
players is on the following pages. 


Tey 
es 


Among the returning Irish: 
Mike Brennan (64, below); 
Pat Terrell (15, far left); 
and (left) Donn Grimm 
(36), Billy Hackett (18), 
Andre Jones (7) and Ned 
Bolcar (47). 
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With both Watters (above) and Brooks (inset) carrying the ball, the Fighting Irish have speed and depth in their backfield. 
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TAILBACK 


FULLBACK 


TAILBACK 

It was an interesting spring — Ricky 
Watters was back home at tailback and 
Tony Brooks was back home. 

The depth and foundation of Holtz’s 
program was never more apparent this 
spring when he had to repair a running 
game that was minus two of its top three 
runners. 

No matter how you size it up, losing 
Mark Green hurt. Unselfish, reliable, du- 
rable, versatile — you name it, Green pro- 
vided it the past three seasons, in which he 
accumulated more than 2,000 yards to fin- 
ish eighth on Notre Dame's all-time rush- 
ing list. Replacing his attitude is crucial. 

Junior Tony Brooks was suspended from 
spring practice for violations of university 
regulations, then was involved in a hit- 
and-run accident in which he was also 
charged with driving with a suspended 
license. Brooks, who had been suspended 
by Holtz for the game against Southern Cal 
because of his tardiness to team functions, 
left school in the spring. But he enrolled in 
summer school and needs to pass six hours 
to be eligible to play in the fall. 

Playing on a stress fracture in his foot 
last year, Brooks rushed for 700 yards and 
a 5.5 average, but will have to hop-scotch 
some people to see additional playing time. 

Ricky Watters, a 199-pounder who 
rushed for 373 yards as a freshman before 
switching to flanker, matured considerably 
during the spring and turned it on in the 
last half. “I thought Watters performed as 
well as he has since he’s been here,” Holtz 
said after a late-spring scrimmage. “My 
wife (Beth) said, ‘Boy, Ricky sure runs dif- 
ferent than he did last fall.’ When my wife 
says Ricky Watters is improving...that's 
saying something.” 

Watters ran more aggressively, more 
north-south than east-west. He also took 
his blocking duties to heart. He had to in 
order to stave off a run by Rod Culver. 

Culver, a sophomore from Detroit who 
averaged six yards, and scored six TDs in 
his limited 34 carries at fullback last year, is 
forcing the Irish staff to find room for him, 
He’s a find. At 6-0, 219 pounds, Culver ran 
the fastest 40 time of the backs in the spring 
at 4.38. His low center of gravity makes him 
a load to handle and his work ethic is 
admirable for a young player. Culver will 
head into the preseason as Watters’ backup 
—since Holtzarrived he has spread around 
the wealth —and he also provides security 
at fullback. 

There is another talented tailback hop- 
ing for a chance to prove his worth. Kenny 
Spears, out of the Brooks mold when it 
comes to size, was stuck all spring working 
against the No. 1 defense but kept plugging 
away. He not only broke a couple long 
runs, but he also protected the ball well, a 


key to getting on the coaching staff's good 
side. He also showed good hands catching 
the ball out of the backfield. 

“| think we'll be all right at tailback,”’ 
Holtz noted. “I feel better about the posi- 
tion than I did prior to the start of spring 
practice.’” 


FULLBACK 


Unlike tailback, there never was any 
concern about his fullbacks. Tri-captain An- 
thony Johnson is one of the best short- 
yardage backs in the country — he has 
scored 21 touchdowns in three seasons. 
Bothered by ankle injuries last season, 
Johnson was back to his old form in the 
spring and believes the problems are be- 
hind him. 

The test for fellow fullback Braxston 


Banks will have his 

hands full 

recovering from 

surgery and 

| fighting Johnson 
for playing time. 


Banks will have to wait. Arthroscopic sur- 
gery was performed on his knee in the 
winter, forcing him to sit out the spring, but 
he’s expected to make a full recovery and 
be ready for the opening of preseason prac- 
tice. 

Injuries limited the pair to a combined 
110 carries last year. When they’re healthy, 
they add an extra dimension to the running 
attack and there have been few complaints 
about their blocking 

For depth, especially if Culver plays 
tailback, the Irish can get some help from 
Ryan Mihalko, who was tried in the line for 
awhile a year ago. The 234-pounder is 
another good short-yardage back and more 
than capable as a blocker. He was even 
named the club’s most improved back this 
past spring. 


OFFENSIVE DEPTH CHART 


(Tentative two-deep depth chart entering fall drills. * denotes number of 


varsity letters earned.) 


First Team 
**Pat Eilers (Sr.) 


Position 
Split End 
Left Tackle 
Left Guard 
Center 


**Tim Ryan (Jr.) 


Right Guard 
Right Tackle 
Tight End 
Quarterback 
Fullback 


* Mike Brennan (Sr.) 


* Mike Heldt (Jr.) 
*“*Tim Grunhard (Sr.) 
** Dean Brown (Sr.) 
“Derek Brown (So.) 
** Tony Rice (Sr.) 
*** Anthony Johnson (Sr.) 


Second Team 
David Jandric (Sr.) 
Peter Rausch (Jr.) 
* Winston Sandri (Jr.) 
*Gene McGuire (So.) 
* Mirko Jurkovic (So.) 
* Justin Hall (So.) 
**Frank Jacobs (Jr.) 
**Pete Graham (Sr.) 
*Rodney Culver (So.) 


(**Braxston Banks, Sr., FB, injured all spring) 


Tailback 


** Ricky Watters (Jr.) 


Kenny Spears (So.) 


(** Tony Brooks, Jr., TB, expected to return) 


Flanker 


* Raghib Ismail (So.) 


Walter Boyd (So.) 
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RECEIVER 


QB 


WIDE RECEIVER 


Maybe the best indication of Notre 
Dame's status on the perimeter was deliv- 
ered by Holtz midway through spring 
practice. Without prompting, he dropped 
the name of William Pollard, a 6-5, 210- 
pound incoming freshman from Fort Knox, 
Ky.,and later thename of recruit Ray Griggs, 
a 6-3, 180-pounder from Crete, II]. Gener- 
ally, the closest Holtz will come to mention- 
ing anything about his recruiting class is to 
say “we'll need some help from some fresh- 
man.” 

When Holtz was asked to talk about his 
split ends, he responded by saying — only 
half-joking, “I'd like to keep this on a posi- 
tive note.” 

Anyway, you get the picture, or at least 
a part of it. 

This may be the only area in which the 
Irish could usea boost. Experts will wonder 
just how much is needed, anyway, when 
your top rusher also is your quarterback 
and the offense is averaging 15 passes a 
game. But since his first encounter with 
Notre Dame's national schedule, Holtz has 
preached the need for a truly two-dimen- 
sional offense. Last year, the Irish settled 
and survived with one-and-a-half. 

Late last spring, Holtz convinced junior 


Eilers, at split end, is fast and dependable. 
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Ricky Watters a move from tailback to 
flanker would help him and the club. Sel- 
dom-seen Steve Alaniz, a senior last year, 
started atsplit until rookie speedster Raghib 
“Rocket’’ Ismail was ready. 

Watters led the club with 16 receptions, 
averaging 21 yardsacatchand Ismail caught 
13 fora team-high 360 yards — 27.7 a recep- 
tion. Considering their youth, the Irish fig- 
ured to be set for a few years. Wrong. 

First, Watters had tailback in his blood 
and never was truly comfortable on the pe- 
rimeter. Holtz understood and returned 
him to tailback. To get the most out of the 
dangerous Rocket, and his 4.28 40 speed, 
Holtz moved Ismail to Tim Brown's old 
spot at flanker, where the sophomore can 
utilize some of the running abilities that 
made him one of the country’s most highly- 
prized recruits out of Pennsylvania. 

With his move, split end was left up in 
the air. First crack went to sophomore Tony 
Smith, a 6-2, 187-pounder who was an 
exceptional hurdler in high school. Smith 
was considered a project and requires more 
work. His inconsistency in the spring cost 
him the post, but he’ll have a chance to 
develop in a backup role. Another sopho- 
more, 6-1,178-pound Martin Scruggs,never 
got his feet firmly planted before the staff 
decided to go with a sure thing. 

Pat Eilers, a transfer from Yale in 1986, 
who had played well at strong safety and 
flanker, was placed at split end and caught 
on. He caught the ball in traffic and learned 
the position quickly. At5-11, 193, Eilers has 
excellent speed and capable hands and is 
particularly useful as a downfield blocker. 
The fifth-year senior comes to play and his 
dependability, not his flashiness, won the 
staff over. 

Behind him area couple walkons, James 
Dillard and Antwon Lark, who could help 
in a pinch. 

Eilers’ move left the flanker position 
thin and former tailback Walter Boyd was 
moved over. At 197 pounds, Boyd is the 
largest of the receivers and possesses great 
running ability (he madea moveat tailback 
last year before being sidelined by a pulled 
muscle), but he’s still a novice catching the 
ball. 

That situation, one which Holtz called a 
“problem,” led him to mention the recruits. 
They'll get a long look. But given the ath- 
letic ability around, there probably are a 
number of coaches who would trade “prob- 
lems” with Holtz. 


QUARTERBACKS 


If Holtz had a vote for the most im- 
proved player in spring practice, he said he 
would have cast it for Tony Rice. 

Even coming off a year in which his 
teammates voted him the most valuable 
player, even after capturing MVP honors in 
the national championship victory over 
West Virginia in the Fiesta Bowl, Rice had 
room to improve. Even after Rice missed a 
few practices to secure his academic stand- 
ing, Holtz felt his senior quarterback made 
great strides in his passing touch, his deci- 


Pete Graham 


Steve Belles 


sions and his ability to put the offense in the 
right play. 

His teammates remain his best publicity 
agents and voted him tri-captain. Because 
of all the prime-time attention Rice will 
generate, it was important for him to have 
a solid spring. 

Rice had a great season, rushing for a 
team-high 775 yards and improving his 
completion percentage almost nine points 
from the previous season to 51.7. Ten of his 
149 attempts went for touchdowns, bring- 
ing him closer to being a double threat. But 
more than anything on paper, it’s Rice's 
one-of-the-guys relationship with the of- 
fense that fits so well. His great athletic 
ability is only half the story. If he is not the 
conventional quarterback, heisa confirmed 
winner playing a position that capitalizes 
on everything he can do. His 77 comple- 
tions netted just less than 1,400 yards a year 
ago and he should head into the season 
with authentic Heisman possibilities. 

Knowing already what Rice can do for 
the offense, the question now is what the 
Irish can do without him. With his daring 
running style, he is a primary candidate for 
injury and without him the entire complex- 
ion of the offense changes. 

It will take the fall preseason for Holtz to 
decide on a backup for Rice, especially 
since Kent Graham cut down on the op- 
tions. Graham, a 6-5, 236-pound junior who 
had the touch that Rice doesn’t, felt trapped 
in an offense for which he was ill-suited 
and decided to transfer. 

Two other quarterbacks made their pitch 
in the spring, both fifth-year seniors. One is 
Pete Graham, who threw only two passes 
last season, but came on strong early in the 
spring. He ran the show well and held his 
mistakes toa minimum. Then, at the end of 
a satisfactory scrimmage in which he ran 
the No. 1 unit, he separated a shoulder. The 
other is Steve Belles, who is closest in style 
to Rice and even worked as a backup tail- 
back at times in ‘88. 

Waiting in the wings to try their luck are 
two prized recruits — Rick Mirer from 
nearby Goshen, Ind., and Jake Kelchner 
from Berwick, Pa. Recruited by schools from 
coast-to-coast, both are considered can’t- 
miss prospects and may slip into the pic- 
ture. 

But when you remove Rice, the situation 
is uncertain and will take some time to 
reach its conclusion. 


OFF. LINE 
TIGHT END 


Brown shines as a possession receiver. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


They started out as overachievers and 
wound up underrated. Now, they will be 
expected to come of age. Because there was 
no line to rebuild this spring, there was a lot 
of time to refine. 

“T think our interior line will be a good 
one,” Holtz observed. “We have more 
movement coming off the ball. We still get 
called for more penalties than we should, 
but overall we’re much better.” 

The Irish need to progress in their pass 
blocking and there was more time to work 
onitin the spring with only one spot on the 
starting unit to replace. 

Of course, that spot was occupied by 
Andy Heck, who went from tight end one 
year to first-team All-American tackle and 
first-round NFL draft pick the next. It will 
be another former tight end stepping in. 
Mike Brennan, whose best sport when he 
entered Notre Dame was lacrosse, has gone 
froma backup role as a walk-on tight end to 
the spotlight as Heck’s replacement. The 6- 
5, 260-pound fifth-year senior gives the 
Irish another smallish, but athletic tackle to 
round things out. 

Mobility isa key to getting a job up front. 
Junior Tim Ryan, a starter at guard, is a 
former linebacker and senior guard Tim 
Grunhard — the ultimate overachiever in 
Holtz’s eyes — is generally the first man 
down the field on punt coverage. Senior 
Dean Brown, a 291-pounder, improved 
steadily from the season opener to the Fi- 
esta Bowl and was particularly effective as 
arun blocker. And junior Mike Heldt, who 
won the center job as a sophomore, is a 
former high school state wrestling cham- 
pion. 


There’s no reason not to feel secure with 
the depth, either. Two of the brightest tackle 
prospects last year were 264-pound Peter 
Rausch, a junior this year, and 296-pound 
sophomore Justin Hall. Rausch became aca- 
demically ineligible and never got to play, 
while Hall tore up an ankle and was gone 
after September. Other nagging injuries kept 
him from working upa head of steam during 
the spring. Junior Joe Allen, at 288, started 
one game in ‘88 and will play behind Brown. 

One of the backups at guard is Tom Gor- 
man, a fifth-year senior who began last 
season as a defensive tackle. At the other is 
a highly-rated prospect, sophomore Gene 
McGuire, who was one of the top linemen 
to come out of Florida. Junior Winston 
Sandri was moved from guard to center 
during the spring, but got in little work 
because of a leg injury. Still, jun- 
ior Jim Kinsherf has some experi- 
ence there for more support. 

There is little doubt the line 
will miss Heck’s talent and quiet 
leadership, but the rest are ready 
to fly on their own. 


TIGHT END 

Arguably, this position is 
among the strongest on the club. 
Twoyears ago, FrankJacobs came 
aboard and last year it was Derek 
Brown. Coming out of high school 
they were coveted by colleges 
across the country. No wonder 
former tight end Andy Heck — 
anAll-Americanat tackle last year 
— said he could see the hand- 
writing on the wall. 

Holtz and his recruiting staff 
continued the streak when they 
sold 6-5, 235-pound Irv Smith of 
Pemberton, N.J.,on Notre Dame. 

Brown, at 6-7, 235, is a force 
with big shoulders and soft hands. 
He had to prove he could block 
before he could play and he did 
that early in the season. Before 
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At 291 pounds, Dean Bro 
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Heldt gives the Irish a good look at center. 


wn is a formidable fixture along the Notre Dame offensive line. 


long he was making big catches. With his 
height and wheels, Brown is the ultimate 
weapon as a possession receiver. Of his 14 
receptions last year, three went for TDs to 
share the team lead. Brown moved into the 
starting lineup at midseason and will only 
get better as he becomes more comfortable 
with the offense. 

A foot injury cut into Jacobs’ time and 
the 6-5, 234-pound junior caught only two 
passes all season. But the second one came 
in the Fiesta Bowl and clinched the national 
title. During the spring he split time be- 
tween baseball and football. It matters little 
who starts. Both will play. 

One of the overlooked players at the po- 
sition is senior Rod West, a 246-pounder 
who plays in the double tight-end set in 
short-yardage situations. 


ew 
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DEFENSIVE 


DEFENSIVE TACKLE 


About one-third of the way through 
spring practice, the Irish players were due 
fora long weekend. Before letting them go, 
Holtz sent his first defense against the No. 
1 offense in a controlled scrimmage meant 
just to test tempo. 

If a winner would have been declared, 
the offense would have received the nod. 
Nose tackle Chris Zorich — considered a 
little “wacko” on the field by some who 
work with him — had a hard time dealing 
with the “loss” as well as waiting four days 
for a rematch. “When I see blue (the prac- 
tice colors of ND‘s offense) it’s like a bull 
seeing red,” he related. 

Remember, these are his teammates he’s 
talking about. Zorich is the extreme, but 
when the defensive makeover was com- 
pleted last season, the Irish had created a 
new mood. They meshed a good deal of 
talent with a new level of aggressiveness — 


Alm had three interceptions last season. 


just plain meaner, if you will — and it 
started in the middle up front. 

Zorich is an All-American waiting to 
happenafter finishing third in tackles, with 
74, and recovering three fumbles in his first 
season of play. The junior applied another 
10 pounds to his blocky frame and at 268, 
still can chase down backs from behind. 
He's the strongest player the Irish have and 
is easily the most reckless. 

Zorich is flanked by two large fellows at 
tackle, giving the Irish one of the best fronts 
in the country. 

Junior George Williams’ weight is hold- 
ing at 277 and he has better feet than one 
might expect — he’s coming off a season in 
which he was second in sacks with 4 1/2. 

On the other side is quarterback menace 
Jeff Alm, who goes 6-7 and 270. Alm fin- 
ished tied for the team lead in interceptions 
with three. He had 54 tackles, a team-high 
eight for losses, last year when Notre Dame 
allowed 112 yards a game on the ground. 
During spring drills, nobody could crack 
that trio — a group that blends quickness 
with bulk and takes a great deal of pressure 
off the linebackers. But the Irish made great 
strides in depth. 

Theemergence of former linebacker Troy 
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Ridgley, a sophomore, as Zorich’s backup 
was a key to rounding things out because 
the candidates at tackle were in place. Jun- 
ior Bob Dahl is a clone of Alm and though 
valuable Bryan Flannery, who has starting 
experience, was sidelined by a leg injury, 
he'll be as good as new in the fall. Only Alm 
and Flannery are seniors. 

For the future, sophomore Marc deMan- 
igold looks like the diamond in the rough. 
Juniors George Marshall and Mike Callan 
and senior Michael Crounse will play fill-in 
roles. 


DEFENSIVE END 


At this spot you could throw four or five 
names into a hat, pick two, and have as 
gooda chance as anyone of coming up with 
the starters. All-American Frank Stams and 
Darrell “Flash” Gordon, the Fiesta Bowl 
starters, are gone. But overall, the group 
could be even better. 

Arnold Ale, a sophomore who got his 
first start against Miami, and junior Andre 


varsity letters earned.) 


Position First Team 


Field Cornerback 
Short Cornerback 
Strong Safety 


Free Safety ***Pat Terrell (Sr.) 


DEFENSIVE DEPTH CHART 


(Tentative two-deep depth chart entering fall drills. * denotes number of 


Rush End “Scott Kowalkowski (Jr.) 
Left Tackle “George Williams (dJr.) 
Nose Tackle * Chris Zorich (Jr.) 

Right Tackle *** Jeff Alm (Sr.) 

Drop End *Arnold Ale (So.) 
Linebacker *** Ned Bolcar (Sr.) 
Linebacker ** Donn Grimm (dJr.) 


*“Todd Lyght (Jr.) 
*** Stan Smagala (Sr.) 
*“D' Juan Francisco (Sr.) 


Jones, a starter in four games, are in the 
drop end slot. Ale also could play the rush 
end. The leading contender at rush end is 
junior Scott Kowalkowski. He was tried at 
inside linebacker early in the spring, but his 
best position is at defensive end. It’s likely 
that’s where he'll stay. 

The newest face making the biggest 
impact at the position was sophomore 
Devon McDonald, who proved he can hit 
with the best of them. With a little time and 
refining, he should fit in well. Senior John 
Foley, plagued by injuries his entire career 
at Notre Dame, got way behind again be- 
cause of an ankle injury and was moved to 
inside linebacker in the Blue-Gold Game. 
Hard to tell at this time where he’ll wind 
up. He has already played three defensive 
positions. Kevin McShane, a senior, will 
play a reserve role. 

The depth chart at defensive end proba- 
bly will be rearranged daily for awhile, par- 
ticularly if some of the talented incoming 
freshmen make an early move. 


Second Team 

Devon McDonald (So.) 
“Bryan Flannery (Sr.) 

Tony Ridgley (So.) 
*Bob Dahl (Jr.) 

** Andre Jones (Jr.) 
Michael Smalls (So.) 
** Michael Stonebreaker 

(Sr.) (Stonebreaker 
injured all spring) 
*Rod Smith (So.) 
Rusty Setzer (So.) 
Shawn Davis (So.) 
George Poorman (So.) 


LINEBACKER 


SECONDARY 


LINEBACKER 


The “Help Wanted” sign didn’t go on 
display, but if circumstances change any, it 
could. 

First-team All-American linebacker Mi- 
chael Stonebreaker suffered knee and hip 
injuries in an accident in which he was 
charged with driving while intoxicated. He 
is ahead of schedule in his recovery, but 
there’s no guarantee he’ll be back to his old 
form in the fall. 

With the graduation of leading tackler 
Wes Pritchett, the Irish had anew twosome 
(sort of) at No. 1 this spring. 

Tri-captain Ned Bolcar, a second-team 
All-American as a junior and relegated to 
the third-linebacker role last season, has re- 
turned for his fifth season of eligibility. As 
a junior, when he led the club in tackles, he 
played in the “eagle” slot, but he probably 
is best equipped for the middle linebacker 
role. Even with his playing time dimin- 
ished, Bolcar finished fourth in tackles, with 
59, and was second on the team in tackles 
for losses. Bolcar also had an outstanding 
spring and was MVP of the Blue-Gold Game 
with 12 tackles. 

His running mate in the “eagle” slot is 
Donn Grimm (10 tackles in ’88), a junior 
who has shined in special-teams duty and 


Stonebreaker is a returning All-American. 


is considered a solid player. He also had a 
fine spring, but doesn’t have the overall 
quickness Stonebreaker brings to the posi- 
tion. 

Hard-hitting sophomore Michael Smalls, 
6-3, 223, is backing up Bolcar and repre- 
sents the only other player on scholarship 
returning to the position. Smalls has the 
physical tools, but needs more repetitions 
before he'll be ready to play a major role. 

Winning the backup slot to Grimm out 
of the spring was senior walk-on Chris 
Shey, a gutty 6-1, 212-pounder with good 
instincts and tackling ability. If he doesn’t 
find much time at linebacker, he may wind 
up on the field often in special teams play. 
For more help at the position, the Irish will 
have to count on the incoming freshmen. 
Holtz signed four true inside linebackers 
and someone from that group should 
emerge with considerable playing time. 


SECONDARY 


It probably wasn’t until Penn State came 
to Notre Dame in the 10th game of the year 
that the ability in the secondary became 
obvious. With the Irish experimenting with 
more man-to-man coverage, the Nittany 
Lions completed only five of 24 passes. 

Then, two weeks later, Notre Dame went 
almost strictly man-to-man as Southern 
Cal’s Rodney Peete did little damage in 
completing 23 of 44 with two interceptions. 
It was a big play secondary, Pat Terrell 
returning an interception for a touchdown 
against Miami and Stan Smagala doing the 
same against USC. 

Three-fourths of the backfield returns, 
Terrell now witha full season under his belt 
at free safety after the move from split end. 
A senior, Terrell had three interceptions 
(counting one in the Fiesta Bow]) last sea- 
son. 

Two of the club’s best athletes are on the 
corners — Smagala, a senior, on one side 
and Todd Lyght, a junior, on the other. 
They had only one interception between 
them last season, but have 4.4-plus speed 
and support the run well. 

The big loss is at strong safety, minus the 
graduated George Streeter. He shared the 
team lead in interceptions with three and 
was tied for fifth in tackles with 54, At 212 
pounds, he was like having another line- 
backer around. The Irish will give up size 
and add a good dose of speed if nothing 
changes. 

D’Juan Francisco, a former tailback, 
played primarily a backup role at corner 
last season and had a couple of intercep- 
tions. His 4.33 clocking in the 40 two 
springs ago was appealing to a staff trying 
to incorporate more speed into its defense. 
Francisco, a 5-11, 182-pound fifth-year 
senior, does not have Streeter’s size but he 
has become a more aggressive player and 
defensive backs coach Chuck Heater likes 
his coverage ability. 

When spring practice ended, Holtz 
voiced his concern about the secondary — 
as it will appear in two years. Three of the 
four spots will be openand depthis sketchy 


Lyght is a bright spot in ND's secondary. 


at the moment, generally because the Irish 
lost out on a couple of true defensive back 
recruits over the last two seasons. 

Thestaffis grooming sophomore George 
Poorman to replace Terrell. Poorman en- 
tered Notre Dame as a quarterback, but 
remained there only a short time before 
switching to defense. Holtz is high on him 
because of his instincts. Poorman needs to 
become moreaggressive, buthe was around 
the ball often in the Blue-Gold Game and 
had two interceptions. 

Junior Greg Davis played sparingly 
behind Streeter last year, but had a good 
spring and will again serve in the backup 
roleat strong safety. In the Irish scheme, the 
free and strong safety positions are almost 
interchangeable, so an injury in either slot 
could create a lot of shuffling to get the best 
athletes on the field. 

The Irish don’t really go two-deep at the 
corners. Sophomore Rod Smith, a flanker 
last season, was moved to bulk up the area. 
Sophomore Shawn Davis would have been 
givena chance to handle the other side, but 
was suspended in the spring for discipli- 
nary reasons. When Davis left, senior David 
Jandric moved in. Jandric, however, also is 
being looked at on offense at split end and 
may wind up there if some of the freshmen 
can’t help immediately. 

Walk-ons fill out the position, but none 
has really distinguished himself. Senior Rick 
Purcell probably is the top candidate for a 
backup role. 
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SPECIAL 


TEAMS 


KICKERS 

There will beno walk-on like Ted Gradel 
or Reggie Ho to come out of nowhere this 
year. For the first time since Holtz took 
over, a scholarship player will handle the 
place-kicking duties; which scholarship 
player is the question. 

The job is in junior Bill Hackett’s hands, 
er... foot, and the Irish feel fairly secure with 


in the summer. He was the first-team place- 
kicker on both the Parade magazine and 
USA Today prep teams. Hentrich has 50- 
yard plus range and may be the answer on 
kickoffs. 

In 1988, Jim Sexton had to battle Pete 
Hartweger and Sean Conner to win the 
punting job. This spring the junior walkon 
went unchallenged. 

Sexton was fairly steady as a sopho- 
more, averaging 38.9 yards in 34 punts. A 
good athlete with good hands, Sexton didn’t 
have a punt blocked in ‘88. He dropped 
seven punts inside the 20-yard lineand two 
inside the 5. Sexton appeared to make some 
big strides 
during the 
spring in in- 
creasing his 
punts’ height 
and distance. 
In a couple of 
scrimmages 
heaveraged 45 
yards a punt. 
His competi- 
tion in the 
preseason also 
will come 
from Hentrich 
and probably 
more walk- 
ons out to try 
their luck. 

Notre Dame 
wonanational 
championship 
last season 
without a 
solid kicking 
game. It may 
not yet be 
great, but be- 
cause of in- 
creased expe- 
rience, if noth- 
ing else, it 
should be im- 
proved this 
year. 


RETURN 


Ismail was the nation's leader in kickoff returns last season. 


his field goal and PAT prowess. He has a 
strong leg as the 45-yarder with length to 
spare to open the Fiesta Bowl scoring at- 
tests. He appeared to have little trouble 
kicking without a tee during spring prac- 
tice. 

Hackett can be consistent, hitting four of 
his five attempts while backing up Ho, but 
he had two of his seven PATs blocked and 
hestruggled all year with his kickoffs. Much 
of his problems seem to be wrapped up in 
technique and it would be a big boost if 
Hackett can square things away. The Irish 
yielded good field position because of short 
kickoffs much too often a year ago. 

The Irish staff is anxious to get a look at 
place-kicker Craig Hentrich, a 6-1, 175- 
pounder from Alton, Ill., who joins the Irish 
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GAME 


Since Holtz has arrived, the offensive side 
of the special teams has been electrifying. 
His first two seasons, Tim Brown served as 
the star. Last year, it was Raghib Ismail and 
Ricky Watters. 

Watters got things started in the season 
opener with a punt return for a touchdown 
against Michigan and did it a couple of 
weeks later against Purdue to finish with a 
13.3-yard average, fourth nationally. Wat- 
ters struggled later in the season, mishan- 
dling a couple of opportunities, but he was 
working there in the spring. If Holtz doesn’t 
want his tailback returning punts, the job 
could goto breakaway-threat Ismail or sure- 
handed Pat Eilers. 

Ismail was two kickoff returns short of 
qualifying forthe NCAA’s statistical award 
last year. But with a 36.1-yard average, 


Hackett will handle the Irish kicking duties. 


Ismail could have had two kickoffs for zero 
yardage and still finish with the best aver- 
age. So the honor was his. He knocked on 
the door several times before breaking two 
for touchdowns against Rice to tie a single- 
game record for kickoff returns in a game. 
Ismail has runa 40 under 4.3 and in his class 
is another sophomore, Rusty Setzer, who 
probably will back him up. 

Ismail also can add some punch to the 
punt return team. He was used on the end 
at times last year and blocked a punt against 
Michigan State. 


PREDICTION 


There’s no doubt Notre Dame should 
make a run at a second straight national 
championship, but it has been a decade 
since anyone has repeated and a lot of 
things have to fall in place. 

The schedule is more difficult because 
seven of 12 games are on the road (last year 
the Irish had a record seven at home), in- 
cluding five of the first six. Plus, the early 
start with the Kickoff Classic on Aug. 31 
will make it a long haul. 

Notre Dame’s schedule hasn’t changed 
much and there are plenty of land mines to 
dodge in Virginia, Michigan, Michigan 
State, USC, Pitt, PennState and Miami (Fla.), 
the last two on the road. 

If Rice remains healthy, the Irish can du- 
plicate last year’s surprise because the de- 
fense should be even better. But it’s hard to 
say the Irish won't slip somewhere along 
the way. Prediction: 11-1. i 


When it comes to Notre Dame football beat 
writers, Bill Bilinski of the South Bend Tribune 
is considered No. 1 at his position. 


1989 IRISH ROSTER 


Name Pos. Ht. 
Ale, Arnold DE 6-4 
Allen, Joe OT 6-4 
Alm, Jeff DT 6-7 
Anderson, Shawn OG_ 6-3 
Baker, Jeff SE 5-11 
Balentine, Norm OT 6-5 
Banks, Braxston FB 6-3 
Belles, Steve QB/TB 6-4 
Bodine, Jerry CB 6-0 
Bolcar, Ned LB 6-2 
Boyd, Walter FL 6-0 
Brennan, Mike OT 6-5 
Brooks, Reggie TB 5-10 
Brooks, Tony TB 6-2 
Brown, Dean OT 6-3 
Brown, Derek TE 6-7 
Bryant, Junior DT 6-5 
Callan, Mike DT 6-4 
Crounse, Michael DT 6-2 
Culver, Rodney FB 6-0 
Dahl, Bob DT 6-5 
Davis, Greg SS 6-1 
Davis, Shawn CB 6-0 
deManigold, Marc DT 6-5 
Dillard, James FL 6-1 
DiOrio, Doug FS 5-10 
Dobbins, Marc Ss 6-0 
Dubose, 

Demetrius LB 6-2 
Earley, Rich SS_ 6-0 
Eilers, Pat SE’ 5-11 
Fallon, Patrick SE 6-0 
Farrell, Joe LB 5-11 
Flannery, Bryan DT 6-3 
Foley, John DE 6-3 
Fortunato, Steve SE 5-11 
Francisco, D'JuanSS_ 5-11 
Gorman, Tom OG 6-6 
Graham, Pete QB 6-3 
Griggs, Ray WR 6-3 
Grimm, Donn LB 6-2 
Grunhard, Tim OG 6-3 
Hackett, Billy K 6-1 
Hall, Justin OT 6-5 
Halter, Jordy OL 6-7 
Hankins, Bret OL 6-5 
Healy, Ted OG 6-4 
Heldt, Mike Cc 6-4 
Hentrich, Craig K/P 6-1 
Hickey, Karl Cc 6-1 
Hollister, Chet SE 6-2 
Ismail, Raghib FL 5-10 
Jacobs, Frank TE 6-5 
Jandric, David CB 6-2 
Jarrell, Adrian DB 6-2 
Johnson, Anthony FB 6-0 
Johnson, Lance OL 6-3 
Jones, Andre DE 6-4 
Jones, Eric DT 6-6 
Jurkovic, Mirko OG 6-5 
Kelchner, Jake QB 6-3 
Kinsherf, Jim Cc 6-4 
Knapp, Lindsay OT 6-6 
Kowalkowski, 

Scott DE 6-2 
Lacheta, Chet OL 6-3 
Lark, Antwon SE 5-11 
Levens, Dorsey TB 6-2 
Lyght, Todd CB 6-1 
Mannelly, Bernard C 6-4 
Marshall, George DT 6-2 


Wt. 
211 
288 
270 
253 
183 
273 
211 
217 
175 
229 
197 
260 
195 
223 
291 
235 
270 
249 
264 
219 
263 
198 
181 
256 
181 
187 
197 


205 
181 
193 
187 
227 
253 
236 
176 
182 
265 
207 
180 
231 
292 
194 
296 
260 
265 
265 
265 
175 
210 
182 
175 
234 
198 
195 
220 
255 
215 
225 
279 
200 
257 
255 


226 
262 
180 
202 
181 
257 
238 


Hometown 
Carson, CA 
Chicago, IL 
Orland Park, IL 
Omaha, NE 
Corapolis, PA 
Florissant, MO 
Hayward, CA 
Phoenix, AZ 
Hazen, ND 
Phillipsburg, NJ 
Hillsborough, NC 
Easton, MD 
Tulsa, OK 

Tulsa, OK 
Canton, OH 
Merritt Island, FL 
Omaha, NE 
Ardmore, PA 
Endicott, NY 
Detroit, MI 
Chagrin Falls, OH 
Hollywood, FL 
Tulsa, OK 
Grosse Pt Woods, MI 
Columbus, OH 
Worthington, OH 
Chicago, IL 


Seattle, WA 
Lisle, IL 

St. Paul, MN 
Pittsfield, MA 
Oak Lawn, IL 
Lakewood, OH 
Chicago, IL 
Ramsey, NJ 
Cicinnati, OH 
Evergreen Park, IL 
Rumson, NJ 
Crete, IL 
Scottdale, PA 
Chicago, IL 
Sarasota, FL 
Dallas, TX 
Birmingham, MI 
Norman, OK 

S. Weymouth, MA 
Tampa, FL 
Alton, IL 

Walker, MN 
Eufala, AL 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 
Highland Heights, KY 
Omaha, NE 
Athens, GA 
South Bend, IN 
Charlotte, NC 
Hyattsville, MD 
Portage, IN 
Calumet City, IL 
Berwick, PA 
Braintree, MA 
Deerfield, IL 


Farm. Hills, MI 
Chicago Hts, IL 
Santa Ana, CA 
Syracuse, NY 
Flint, MI 
Marietta, GA 
Somerset, NJ 
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McDonald, Devon DE 


McGill, Karmelia 
McGuire, Gene 
McLoone, Mike 
McNamara, Ted 
McShane, Kevin 
Miadich, Mike 
Mihalko, Ryan 
Mirer, Rick 
Moriarty, Trevor 
Norman, Todd 
Pollard, William 


DE 
OG 
FS 
FB 


WR 


Poorman, George FS 


Prinzivalli, Dave 
Purcell, Rick 
Ranallo, Russell 
Ratigan, Brian 
Rausch, Peter 
Rice, Tony 
Ridgley, Troy 
Ryan, Tim 
Sandri, Winston 
Scianna, Randy 
Scruggs, Martin 
Setzer, Rusty 
Sexton, Jim 
Shannon, Brian 
Shey, Chris 
Simien, Eric 
Smagala, Stan 
Smalls, Michael 
Smith, Irv 
Smith, Nick 
Smith, Rod 
Smith, Shawn 
Smith, Tony 
Spears, Kenny 
Stoker, Todd 
Stonebreaker, 
Michael 
Terrell, Pat 
Tyner, Stuart 
Watters, Ricky 
West, Rod 
Williams, George 
Wodecki, Darryl 
Zorich, Chris 


Cc 
CB 
K 
LB 
OT 
QB 


228 
230 
259 
183 
226 
219 
190 
234 
205 
173 
247 
210 
191 
247 
193 
177 
215 
264 
200 
250 
259 
275 
230 
178 
180 
183 
250 
212 
225 
186 
223 
235 
225 
183 
206 
187 
222 
235 


228 
195 
250 
199 
246 
277 
261 
268 


Paterson, NJ 
Dunedin, FL 
Panana City, FL 
Dunedin, FL 
Dallas, TX 
Joliet, IL 

Lake Oswego, OR 
Pelham, NH 
Goshen, IN 
Paso Robles, CA 
Ocean View, CA 
Ft. Knox, KY 
Palatine, IL 
Kaneohe, HI 
Cincinnati, OH 
Steubenville, OH 
Council Bluffs, [A 
Fort Myers, FL 
Woodruff, SC 
Baden, PA 
Kansas City, MO 
Raleigh, NC 
Flossmoor, IL 
Abilene, TX 
Gary, IN 

South Bend, IN 
New Wilmington, PA 
Algona, IA 
Gardena-Serra, CA 
Burbank, IL 
Rialto, CA 
Pemberton, NJ 
Cincinnati, OH 
St. Paul, MN 
Buena, NJ 

Gary, IN 

Atlanta, GA 
Bergen, NJ 


River Ridge, LA 
St. Petersburg, FL 
Tomball, TX 
Harrisburg, PA 
New Orleans, LA 
Willingboro, NJ 
Chagrin Falls, OH 
Chicago, IL 
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THE 
KEYSTONE 
STATE 
KIDS 


A couple of speedsters from 
Pennsylvania will play key 
roles for the Fighting Irish in 
1989. 


By RONNIE CHRIST 


Raghib Ismail 
Wilkes-Barre 


| Ricky Watters 


Harrisburg 
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Ismail brings speed to the Irish return game. 


“You've Got a Friend in Pennsylvania.” 
That’s the message that appears on license 
plates and billboards throughout the Key- 
stone State. The message may be gram- 
matically incorrect, but that doesn’t bother 
Lou Holtz and his Notre Dame coaching 
staff. The Fighting Irish have more than a 
couple of friends in Pennsylvania. 

Ricky Watters, a junior tailback, and 
Raghib Ismail, a sophomore flanker, will 
give Notre Dame much of its offensive 
punch in 1989. 

They aren't the only Pennsylvanians who 
will help the Irish defend their national 
title, but they will make the biggest impact. 
Linebacker Don Grimm is a returning let- 
terman from Southmoreland Highand Troy 
Ridgley,asophomore from Ambridge, was 
a pleasant surprise in a move to nose tackle 
in spring drills. 

Those players are continuing a tradition 
that has seen a great many of Pennsylva- 
nia’s finest football players make outstand- 
ing contributions to Notre Dame’s football 
success. 

Watters was a tailback at Bishop 
McDevitt High School in Harrisburg. He 
once played in a backfield that included 
Sean Barowski, a fullback who went to 
Penn State and transferred to Syracuse, and 
Jimmy Bryant, a fullback and tailback at 
Ohio State. 

Watters gained recognition asa big-play 
runner in his junior high school season 
when he returned six kicks for touchdowns. 
In his senior year, with his team losing 21- 
0, he scored three touchdowns in less than 
12 minutes give McDevitt a 22-21 victory. 

Ismail was the same type of big-play 
tailback at Wilkes-Barre Meyers High 
School, where his teammates called him 
“The Rocket.” With good reason, too. He 
was the PIAA state sprint champion witha 
10.63 in the 100 meters and was the nation’s 


best prep sprinter at the indoor 55 meters, 
with a 6.28. As a Notre Dame freshman in 
1988, Ismail was a split end and was the 
nation’s leader in kickoff returns. 

Watters played flanker and was the leading 
receiver for the national champs. His heart 
wasn't in his role. He always fancied him- 
selfasa tailback. Now Holtzis going to give 
him that opportunity, with Ismail moving 
over to flanker, where the Irish hope he will 
follow in the path of Heisman Trophy 
winner Tim Brown. 

How did Holtz manage to spirit two 
such great talents away from Penn State, 
which is only about 100 miles from their 
homes? The Notre Dame mystique again? 
Watters never seriously considered Penn 
State. In fact, he announced his decision to 
go to South Bend on the day that Penn State 
coaches were scheduled to visit him. 

“Thad a great visit and once I talked to 
the players and coaches [knew Notre Dame 
was the place for me,” said Watters. 

“I think Rocket knew from the very be- 
ginning that he was going to Notre Dame,” 
said Meyers Coach Mickey Gorham, a Notre 
Dame graduate. 

“I just liked everything about Notre 
Dame,” said Ismail. “It seemed like the 
perfect place for me to go.” 

Watters appears finally settled at tail- 
back —althoughit’s taken himawhile. Last 
year, just before the Penn State game, Holtz 
told Watters his heart wasn’t in his role asa 
flanker and offered to move him to tail- 
back. A fumbled punt and a fumbled hand- 
off in the previous week’s game with Rice 
were enough to convince Holtz that Wat- 
ters had lost his concentration as well as 
some of his desire. 

Later, Watters would say that he was 
physically and mentally drained. He 
blamed some of his concentration prob- 
lems on difficulties he was having keeping 


up the work in his architectural courses. 
Watters said he would rather finish out the 
season at flanker than try to move back up 
the ladder at tailback. 

Watters had a great game against Penn 
State, but then gotin the doghouse when he 
and Tony Brooks missed a team meal be- 
fore the game at Southern Cal. Holtz sent 
Watters and Brooks back to South Bend. 

Watters got out of the doghouse with an 
excellent performance in the Fiesta Bowl 
victory over West Virginia. He remained in 
the good graces of Holtz with an excellent 
spring practice in which he proved he can 
do the job at tailback. 

Holtz was even singing Watters’ praises 
after several spring scrimmage games. The 
Notre Dame coach said he liked what 
Watters was doing with or without the 
football. Holtz said Watters has become a 
more aggressive runner who is willing to 
use his 6-foot-2, 199-pound frame to take 
on tacklers instead of giving ground to go 
around them. 

“That's the best I’ve seen Ricky play 
since he came here,” said Holtz. “He’s 
running stronger and harder. We moved 
Ismail because we want to get the football 
in his hands as much as possible.” 

Watters played tailback in all 12 Notre 
Dame games his freshman season. He fin- 
ished second in rushing and third in receiv- 
ing. He ran for 81 yards on just four carries 
inthe Alabama game. He carried nine times 
for 62 yards against Southern Caland caught 
two passes for 40 more yards. Everybody 
was predicting he would be the next great 
running back for the Irish. 

In the spring of 1988, Holtz met with 
Wattersand talked abouta switch to flanker. 

“Inside me I was saying ‘Is he kidding or 
what?’ Here I was with a chance to show 
what I can do at tailback and he wants me 
to move to flanker. No way I wanted that,” 
Watters recalled. 

Holtz then showed Watters a 40-minute 
highlight tape of Brown’s career. That was 
enough to influence Watters to give flanker 
a try. 

“I'mlikeasinger at aconcert,” said Wat- 
ters. “I love to perform. When I’m on the 
field, I want the ball in my hands. I always 
saw myself as a tailback. When I was a kid 
growing up my idols were the great tail- 
backs, especially Tony Dorsett,O.J.Simpson 
and Walter Payton. 

“Notre Dame recruited me as a running 
back. When they made mea flanker lasked 
myself what was happening. [remembered 
some people had told me that was going to 
happen. I really tried to contribute as much 
asl could. Coach Holtz said my heart wasn’t 
in it. He knew that deep down inside still 
saw myself as a tailback. When he told me 
he was going to give me the chance, it was 
one of the happiest days of my life. 

“He told me he needed a good game 
from me in the Fiesta Bowl. I think I gave it 
to him. I know [ still have to work on my 
blocking and my inside running. It just 
feels good to be back running the football 
again.” 


Ismail feels the same way. He ran for more 
than 2,000 yards in his senior year. “We 
didn’t have a great team,” said Gorham. 
“We didn’t need many plays. We just 
pitched the ball back to Rocket and let him 
‘sis 

And go he did, as he gained 2,112 yards 
and scored 33 touchdowns. He also gained 
742 yards on kickoff and punt returns even 
though many teams refused to kick the 
football anywhere near him. He was Penn- 
sylvania’s offensive MVP in the Big 33 
Classic against Maryland. He won three 
gold medals in helping his team win the 
state track and field championship. 

Jim Strong, who coaches the Irish run- 
ners, has been impressed with Ismail’s 
strength and durability even though the 5- 
10 Rocket weighs only 175 pounds. 

Unlike Watters, Ismail didn’t lobby to 
carry the ball more often. He said he didn’t 
even think about it. He was busy enough as 


a freshman catching 13 passes for a team- 
high 360 yards and posting a 33.5 average 
on kickoff returns. 

“The folks back in Wilkes-Barre thought 
about it,” said Ismail. “They still see me as 
a tailback.” 

For now, Ismail is quite willing to let 
Watters be Notre Dame’s tailback. “I want 
to do whatever I can do to help this team,” 
Ismail said. “The blocking is much more 
difficult for the flanker. I’m blocking bigger 
people. As a split end, I did most of my 
blocking on crackbacks when the guy didn’t 
know I was coming.” 

That won’t happen much anymore for 
either Ismail or Watters. Everybody knows 
about Notre Dame’s Pennsylvania Con- 
nection now. & 


Ronnie Christ, sportswriter for the Patriot- 
News in Harrisburg, Pa., covered the high school 
exploits of Watters and Ismail. 


Watters should raise 
ND's running game 
hopes. 
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A PARADE OF TOP RECRUITS 
FOR THE IRISH 


The original and most-respected recruiting expert of them all offers the 
final words on Notre Dame's incoming freshmen class. 


When Doug Looney of Sports Illustrated 
was once asked, “Who are the best recruit- 
ing prospects in the nation?”, he glibly 
replied, “Anyone Notre Dame recruits.” 

That may have been true in Gerry Faust’s 
tenure, but not under Lou Holtz. 

You can talk about character and aca- 
demics until the sun sets. The fact is that 
today Notre Dame also places a premium 
on speed and mental toughness. 

As Holtz once said about Billy Ray Smith, 
the Arkansas All-American linebacker, “He 
takes the shortest route to the ball carrier 
and generally gets there in a bad mood!” 
That's how you win national champion- 
ships. 

In 1989, Irish fans can bask in the glow of 
one of the finest recruiting classes ever 
picked to carry on the Notre Dame tradi- 
tion. The only words of caution I can offer 
are that there is a down side to this year’s 
recruiting effort. 

True, several of the players are consid- 
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By JOE TERRANOVA 


ered long-term investments. But imagine 
what might have been if the Irish had 30 
scholarships to offer rather than 25 or had 
several players not reneged on early verbal 
commitments. 

Nevertheless, this year’s visit list was a 
proverbial Who’s Who of high school All- 
Americans. The Irish lost the finest offen- 
sive lineman in the country, Bob Whitfield 
of Wilmington, Calif., to Stanford because 
he expressed his desire to play in South 
Bend after the last scholarship had been 
extended. 

Notre Dame came ina close second with 
linemen Ninef Aghakhan (6-foot-4, 260 
pounds, Michigan); Tony McGee, a 6-4, 
230-pound tight end (Michigan); offensive 
lineman Mike Wells (6-4, 270, Iowa); and 
defensive backs Grady Cavness (Texas), 
Eric Geter (Clemson) and Robert O'Neal 
(Clemson). 

The Irish were also left at the altar by 
All-American linebacker Derren Krein (6- 


4,235), who signed with Miami but will re- 
portedly attend Arizona State, and lineman 
Derrick Pickett, who will take his cold feet 
to State College, Pa., to play for Penn State's 
Joe Paterno. 

Perhaps the best way tosum up the Irish 
recruiting effort in 1989 is to include the 
summary from my postseason recruiting 
report: 

Last season was the year the Irish woke 
up and found the Wicked Witch of the 
North was dead and they were all children 
of Oz. However, Holtz knows that nothing 
recedes like success, so with Tony Rice 
headed for his curtain call, the Irish re- 
cruited twostellar quarterbacks, Rick Mirer 
and Jake Kelchner. 

Mirer, from Goshen, Ind., holds the 
state’s career passing record with 6,586 
yards. As a senior, he broke current Illinois 
QB Jeff George’s state single-season pass- 
ing record, with 3,923 yards. In the process, 
he completed 62 percent of his passes — 


— 30 for touchdowns — and led his team to 
a state 4A championship. He throws sucha 
live ball, Goshen residents claim when he 
grasps the pigskin between his thumb and 
forefinger, you can actually hear a pig's 
pulsebeat! 

Kelchner, who isa Joe Montana type, led 
Berwick (Pa.) to a state title and the first- 
ever 15-0record in Pennsylvania high school 
history. Equipped with an arm that’s as 
accurate as an Exocet missile, Kelchner 
completed more than 70 percent of his 
passes for 1,774 yardsand 22 TDs. Herushed 
for 11 more scores. 

Itappears Holtz’s line recruits have been 
weightlifting with the wrong equipment — 
a knife and fork. 

On the offensive side of the line much is 
expected from Todd Norman (6-5, 247), the 
second best lineman in California; Brett 
Hankins (6-5, 265), the finest lineman in 
Oklahoma; Chet Lacheta (6-3, 262), who 
benches more than 400 pounds; and true 
center Lance Johnson (6-3, 255). Nebraska’s 
defensive player of the year, Junior Bryant 
(6-5, 270), and Texas native Stuart Tyner (6- 
5, 250) are future All-Americans. 

If any team in the country brings in a 
better group of linebackers, it will be some- 
one in the National Football League. Of the 


six candidates for stardom, I’d put my 
money on Erik Simien, from Gardena, Calif. 
He recorded 23 QB sacks his senior year 
and is tough enough to give Rambo anoogie. 

Look for immediate help from a family 
of Smith: Nick from Cincinnati (104 tackles 
his senior year); Shawn from Buena, N.J., 
who averaged 16 tackles a game; and Irv (6- 
5, 235) from Pemberton, N.J., who could 
move in behind last year’s freshman sensa- 
tion, Derek Brown, or use his 4.7 speed to 
slide into a free safety spot. 

The real catch (no pun intended) may be 
William Pollard. A professional soldier's 
son, Pollard moved from Leavenworth, 
Kan., to Fort Knox, Ky., where he caught 37 
passes for 930 yards and 12 TDs last season. 
Although 6-5 and 210 pounds, Pollard has 
been clocked at 4.4 for 40 yards, 10.4 for 100 
meters and 21.7 for 200 meters. He’s a big 
Lynn Swann. 

I suspect that when these youngsters 
arrive in South Bend in August, Holtz will 
feel like a mosquito in a nudist camp. He'll 
know what to do, but just won’t know 
where to begin. 

A look at the Irish’s incoming class 
(height, weight, speed are according to 
Notre Dame): 


REGGIE BROOKS, (5-10, 195), Tulsa, 
Okla. (Washington High School). 

Position: Running back/receiver. 

Speed: 4.5. 

Also considered: Miami (Fla.), Michi- 
gan, USC, UCLA. 

Profile: Brother of Notre Dame running 
back Tony Brooks...Carries a Blue Cross 
card, having played through injuries his 
junior and senior years....Not a 
throwaway..Has run 10.4 100 meters and 
21.8 200 meters...Has Barry Sanders power 
(benches 320 pounds). 


JUNIOR BRYANT, (6-5, 270), Omaha, 
Neb. (Creighton Prep). 

Position: Defensive tackle. 

Speed: 5.0. 

Also considered: Nebraska, Penn State, 
USC, UCLA. 

Profile: Second team USA Today All- 
American...Named Cornhusker state’s 
player of the year in ’88...Tallied 72 tackles 
and six quarterback sacks as a 
senior...Benches 340 pounds...Has frame to 
play at 290 pounds. 


DEMETRIUS DUBOSE, (6-2, 205), Se- 
attle, Wash. (O’Dea). 

Position: Linebacker. 

Speed: 4.6. 

Also considered: Washington, Califor- 
nia, Oregon, USC. 

Profile: First team all-state and Seattle 
player of the year...Super quickness...Said 
to be Don James’ biggest loss...Selected to 
Best of the West team...Rated No. 1 defen- 
sive player in Washington. 


RAY GRIGGS, (6-3, 180), Crete, Ill. 
(Crete-Monee). 
Position: Wide receiver / defensive back. 


Speed: 4.5. 

Also considered: Stanford, UCLA, IIli- 
nois, Michigan, USC. 

Profile: One of Notre Dame's early 
catches...Griggs is an honor student with 
1180 SAT and 29 ACT scores...First team 
all-conference...Honorable mention all- 
state. 


JORDANHALTER, (6-7, 260), Birming- 
ham, Mich. (Brother Rice). 

Position: Offensive lineman. 

Speed: 5.2. 

Also considered: Michigan, Boston Col- 
lege, UCLA. 

Profile: Chose Notre Dame going 
away...First team all-state...Detroit News 
Super 15 prospect...Two-year starter on 
perennial state powerhouse...Fellow tackle 
Marc Milia will attend Michigan,..A long- 
term investment. 


BRET HANKINS, (6-5, 265), Norman, 
Okla. (Norman). 

Position: Offensive lineman. 

Speed: 4.9. 

Also considered: Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
Texas A&M, Georgia. 

Profile: Transfer from Lawton, Okla., 
where he played tight end...First team all- 
state and honorable mention All- 
American...Rated No. 3 prospect in 
Oklahoma...Puts the shot over 57 
feet...Benches 380 pounds. 


CRAIG HENTRICH, (6-1, 175), Alton, 
ill. (Marquette). 

Position: Place-kicker / punter. 

Speed: 4.9. 

Also considered: Michigan, Illinois, Mis- 
souri. 

Profile: USA Today’s No. 1 place- 
kicker...Parade All-American...Hit on 10 of 
17 attempts...Made four from longer than 
40 yards...Career stats: 26 for 43 FGs and 81 


of 86 PATs...Longest field goal was 55 yards. 


ADRIAN JARRELL, (6-2, 195), Athens, 
Ga. (Clarke Central). 

Position: Defensive back. 

Speed: 4.5. 

Also considered: Alabama, Georgia, 
Michigan, Nebraska, UCLA, 

Profile: Perhaps the finest athlete in this 
year’s class...Should play on faith alone; 
waited for Johnny Davis, the nation’s top 
defensive back, to commit to Florida State 
before accepting final Irish 
scholarship...” Who's on first?” stats as a 
senior: passed for more than 500 yards, 
rushed for 535 yards, hauled in 12 passes 
and on defense recorded more than 60 solo 
tackles...Rated the third best player in the 
Peach State by the Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution. 


LANCE JOHNSON, (6-3, 255), Char- 
lotte, N.C. (Myers Park). 

Position: Center. 

Speed: 5.0. 

Also considered: Clemson, Alabama. 

Profile: Father played for the Crimson 
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Tide...All-stater as a senior...Carries a 3.8 
grade pointaverage...Committed to the Irish 
in September...Reportedly benches 400 
pounds. 


ERIC JONES, (6-6, 225), Portage, Ind. 
(Portage). 

Position: Offensive/defensive line. 

Speed: 5.0. 

Also considered: Indian, Purdue, UCLA. 

Profile: Two-time all-stater as tight end 
and defensive end...As a senior, Jones 


CERRATO 
WEARS 
RECRUITING 
TITLE WELL 


Behind the 
scenes with Notre 
Dame's recruiting 

coordinator. 


By TAYLOR BELL 


Early this spring, Notre Dame Coach 
Lou Holtz walked into recruiting coor- 
dinator Vinny Cerrato’s office and an- 
nounced: “Somebody told me I’m two 
national championships behind you. 
You’ve won three, I’ve won only one.” 

Cerrato is determined to keep that 
edge. “My challenge is to be No. 1 every 
year,” Cerrato said. “That’s my national 
championship. I don’t know how it 
would be if we had a terrible recruiting 
year. I’d feel awful. My worst fear is all 
the kids we sign can’t play.” 

Cerrato would recruit his mother — 
if she is 6-foot-3, weighs 200 pounds, 
runs 40 yards in 4.5 seconds and can fill 
Notre Dame’s needs at cornerback or 
wide receiver. He is a talent scout who 
has mastered the art of evaluating the 
nation’s best prospects. And he’s only 
30 years old. 

At his pace, however, Cerrato may 
not reach 31. 

Ever since Notre Dame clinched the 
national championship by beating West 
Virginia in the Fiesta Bowl, Cerrato has 
been on the run. He watched the game 
on the sidelines and allowed himself a 
few hours to celebrate. The next day, he 
jumped ona plane and didn’t land until 
after February signing date. 

After the Irish signed their third suc- 
cessive No. 1 recruiting class, he took 
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managed 67 tackles and nine quarterback 
sacks. 


JAKE KELCHNER, (6-3, 200), Berwick, 
Pa. (Berwick Area). 

Position: Quarterback. 

Speed: 4.7. 

Also considered: Michigan, Pittsburgh, 
Penn State, UCLA, Syracuse. 

Profile: First quarterback in Pennsylva- 
nia history to lead high school team to 15-0 
record and state title... Atlanta Touchdown 


five days off. Then the process began all 
over again. 

To pare an original list of 3,000 to 4,000 
candidates to 50 or 60 who will be invited to 
visit the South Bend campus in December 
and January takes the work ofa well-organ- 
ized system. In 1988-89, Notre Dame 
brought in 59 prospects and signed 25, 
including 16 All-Americans. 

“Itsays Notre Dame hasa lotto offer and 
our assistant coaches do a good job on the 
road,” Cerrato said. “The toughest part 
about Notre Dame recruiting is you still 
have to beat Florida or Florida State or 
Miami in Florida or USC or UCLA in Cali- 
fornia or Michigan in Michigan or Ohio 
Statein Ohio. Youstillmustsell your school. 

“Evaluation is the biggest thing. You 
must be sure you take the right kids. Sure, 
we geta chance to get the best players in the 
nation, like the NFL teams. But of the top 
100 prospects, we lose 60 annually because 
they don’t qualify academically. The fear is 
we don’t take kids off All-America teams or 
recruit by reputation.” 

Cerrato takes every precaution to avoid 
a mistake. To make sure every likely candi- 
date is evaluated, he subscribes to several 
scouting services and film services from 
Chicago to Florida to California to Pennsyl- 
vania. 

In May, Cerrato and nine assistant 
coaches go on the road. In a month, they 


Club player of the year...State’s player of 
the year...Completed an unbelievable 101 
of 141 attempts with 22 TDs...Member of 
Sporting News Top 100...Comparisons al- 
ready made to Joe Montana. 


CHET LACHETA, (6-3, 262), Chicago 
Heights, III. (Bloom Township). 

Position: Offensive lineman. 

Speed: 5.0. 

Also considered: Iowa, Michigan, 
UCLA, Illinois, Boston College. 


each visit 90 to 100 high schools to person- 
ally evaluate film on prospects. Afterward, 
they narrow their priority list to 250 to 300, 
then check transcripts and make a further 
cut to 180 to 200. 

In the summer, Cerrato obtains at least 
two videotapes on each player. He files 
them by position, evaluates and ranks them. 
Every Friday, the staff meets for two hours 
to evaluate seven or eight prospects on 
film. 

Beginning Nov. 1, Cerrato flies from 
coast to coast to personally scout the top 
prospects in each of Notre Dame's neediest 
positions. This year? The priorities are for 
wide receivers and defensive backs. By Dec. 
1, the list is cut to 80. Eventually, 50 or 60 
will be invited to visit the campus. 

“If I could change one thing,” Cerrato 
said, “it would be that we could go out and 
test kids like the NFL does. Then we could 
do a better job of evaluating. Let us go toa 
college and work the kids out, give them 
drills to test their skills. It would be best for 
everybody in the long run. It would elimi- 
nate some mistakes the colleges make. And 
the kid wouldn't want to go somewhere 
and sit on the bench for four years.” 

Until the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association adopts Cerrato’s suggestion 
and makes his job easier, he'll continue to 
do business as usual. 

“This year will be the hardest year,” he 
said. “We've got three good years behind 
us. We have a lot of young players on the 
rosters. We didn’t graduate too many. To 
recruit another No. 1 class... well, nothing 
can take the place of hard work. I don’t like 
to lose at anything I do.” 

Cerrato isas competitiveas heis moody. 
His daily schedules are planned minute to 
minute and he won’t tolerate any disrup- 
tions. When an airline official refused to 
allow him on a flight, he “hollered and 
screamed so much” until he was given a 
first-class ticket for another flight “to keep 
me quiet.” 

“Tt bothers me when something goes 
wrong, when something happens to screw 
up my schedule,” he said. “I like every- 
thing to be perfect, exactly right. If they 
aren’t, I can lose my temper.” 

On the road, he works out of his hotel 
room and prefers room service —a Marri- 
ott burger and fries are his favorite — to a 
glitzy restaurant. All of his waking hours 


Profile: USA Today first team All- 
American...Parade All-American...Rated 
top player in Illinois by Chicago Sun- 
Times...One of state’s top shot 
putters...Close friend of Irish newcomer 
Randy Scianna...benches 450 pounds. 


DORSEY LEVENS, (6-2, 202), 
Syracuse, N.Y. (Nottingham). 

Position: Running back. 

Speed: 4.5. 

Also considered: Syracuse, Penn State, 


are spent writing reports, evaluating film 
and calling recruits. He annually loses seven 
to 10 pounds during the crunch time. 

On flights, he has taken toreading books 
by Harvey McKay, Lee Iacocca and Donald 
Trump. “I like to read how other people 
become successful, how people make deals 
and outwork and outsmart people in busi- 
ness,” he said. 

Athome—heusually spends only eight 
to 10 days during the crucial 3 1/2-month 
recruiting period in South Bend —he plays 
hockey in a recreational league and also 
enjoys golf, tennis, racquetball, jogging and 
lifting weights. He doesn’t take vacations. 
He dates occasionally, but has no steady 
and marriage isn’t an immediate consid- 
eration. 

Holtz once told him, “If you get mar- 
ried, I might have to replace you because 
you won't want to goon the road as much.” 
No chance. Cerrato would miss the chal- 
lenge. And a career change at this point 
would detract from his ultimate goal. “Ten 
years from now, maybe sooner, I'll be a 
director of player personnel in the NFL, 
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Williams (above) was a big Cerrato find. 


like Bill Tobin of the Chicago Bears,” he 
said. “Then I'l have another challenge — to 
build a Super Bow! team.” 

Born in Flushing, N.Y., Cerrato was 
raised in Albert Lea, Minn. An all-state 
quarterback, he played football at lowa 
State. Buttwo knee operations, bruised kid- 
neys and five broken ribs taught him “it 
would be much safer and more fun to be a 


UCLA, Alabama. 

Profile: Regarded as the second finest 
back in the East behind Rudy Harris of 
Brockton, Mass., who went to 
Clemson...Parade All-American...Rushed 
for 2,400 career yards and 39 TDs...Also an 
outstanding basketball prospect, averag- 
ing more than 20 points per game his senior 
year...Offensive player of the year in New 
York state. 


KARL MCGILL, (6-3, 230), Dunedin, 


coach.” 

He served as a graduate assistant 
under Minnesota Coach Joe Salem, then 
joined Holtz’s staff when Holtz was hired 
toreplaceSalem. After serving as Holtz’s 
recruiting coordinator, he was asked to 
follow Holtz to Notre Dame. 

“At Minnesota, the recruiter left, the 
job was open and Coach Holtz asked me 
if | would do it,” Cerrato said. “But he 
advised me not to get too attached to the 
job because I could be the wide receiver 
coach. A month later, I told him the 
recruiting jobisreally what I’m cut out to 
do. 

“Tt was a new challenge, something 
different... dealing with different people 
all the time. It was a challenge to get the 
best players to visit and to sign, to sign 
the No. 1 recruiting class, to do a better 
job of evaluating talent than anybody 
else.” 

Cerrato takes pride in his evaluation 
of Notre Dame defensive tackle George 
Williams, a 6-3, 277-pound junior from 
Willingboro, N_J. 

“LT watched him in high school,” Cer- 
rato said. “He was a little overweight 
and a little out of shape. If he had to play 
a long time, he'd get tired. Some people 
said he couldn't play at Notre Dame. If 
you just watched him on film, they proba- 
bly wouldn’t take him. But I saw him de- 
molish people in practice. Nobody could 
stop him. He had great feet. I thought 
he'd bea great force in the defensive line. 
We out-recruited Pittsburgh for him.” 

But the job gets tougher and tougher. 
Notre Dame’s academic standards are 
higher than the NCAA's. And rival 
schools recruit against the Irish by re- 
minding prospects that Notre Dame has 
recruited three No. 1 classes ina row and 
there isn’t any room on the roster for 
anybody but Dick Butkus or Herschel 
Walker. 

“Wealways look for athletic ability — 
size, speed and agility,” Cerrato said. 
“Wealso have to find kids with the right 
type of character and academic qualifi- 
cations. Remember, a kid has to adjust to 
Notre Dame because Notre Dame won't 
adjust for anyone.” 4% 


Taylor Bell was recruited from the Chicago 
Sun-Times to write this profile. 


Fla. (Dunedin). 

Position: Defensive/tight end. 

Speed: 4.6. 

Also considered: Ohio State, Florida 
State, Michigan, Clemson. 

Profile: First cousin of Minnesota Vi- 
king wide receiver Hassan Jones...Built in 
the Keith Jackson (the former Oklahoma 
Sooner, not the ABC sportscaster) 
mold...Caught only 12 passes his senior 
year, but team seldom threw...Benches 350 
pounds...Two-time first team all- 
stater...Joins Raghib Ismail as second 
member of the Islamic faith among ND’s 95 
scholarship footballers. 


RICK MIRER, (6-3, 205), Goshen, Ind. 
(Goshen). 

Position: Quarterback. 

Speed: 4.6. 

Also considered: Michigan, UCLA, 
Indiana, Florida State. 

Profile: Led squad to 14-0 record and 
Class 4A (large school) state title...Parade 
All-American...Holds Indiana state career 
passing record with 6,586 yards...As a sen- 
ior, he completed 62 percent of his passes 
for 3,923 yards and 30 TDs...USA Today 
first team All-American. 


TODD NORMAN, (6-5, 247), Ocean 
View, Calif. (Ocean View). 

Position: Offensive / defensive lineman. 

Speed: 4.8. 

Also considered: UCLA, USC, Michi- 

an. 

Profile: Unanimous first team all-stater 
and honorablemention All-American...One 
of California's top roundballers, averaging 
more than 20 points per game...Selected as 
the state’s defensive player of the 
year...Honor student. 


WILLIAM POLLARD, (6-5, 210), Fort 
Knox, Ky. (Fort Knox). 

Position: Wide receiver. 

Speed:4.4. 

Also considered: Penn State, Florida 
State, Indiana, Nebraska. 

Profile: Best player from Kentucky to 
enter Notre Dame since “Golden Boy” Paul 
Horning...School won Class 2A title with 
Pollard hauling in 37 passes for 928 
yards...Another John Stallworth...Son of 
career Army man, Pollard moved to Fort 
Knox from Leavenworth, Kan., for his sen- 
ior year...Named _ state’s “Mr. 
Football”...Has run a 10.4 100 
meters...Cousin, Frank Pollard, played for 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 


BRIAN RATIGAN, (6-4, 215), Council 
Bluffs, lowa (St. Albert). 

Position: Outside linebacker. 

Speed: 4.6. 

Also considered: Nebraska, USC, lowa 
State, Stanford. 

Profile: lowa player of the year...Senior 
class president, with a 3.97 grade point 
average...Leading scorer on state’s second 
best basketball team (24-1)...All-state in 
baseball, with .440 batting average...Record 
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H ere’s your chance 
to join 


Joe Terranova’s exclusive 
“Quarterback Club” 


Members Will Receive: 
ePre-Season National 
Prospect Report 
ePost-Season Handbook 
of College Football 
Recruiting 
*Post-Season Handbook 
of College Basketball 
Recruiting 


To Take Advantage Of 
This Offer 
Send $17.95 To: 
Joe Terranova 
3420 Eastham 
Dearborn, Michigan 


"Quarterback Club” 
Please enroll me in the “Quar- 
terback Club.” I have enclosed 
$17.95 for the entire package. 


Mail to: 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


Zip 
ORDER NOW! 
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110 tackles and three interceptions his sen- 
ior year. Also rushed for 850 yards and 16 
TDs...Only question is the level of competi- 
tion. 


RANDY SCIANNA, (6-2, 230), 
Flossmoor, Ill. (Homewood-Flossmoor). 

Position: Inside linebacker. 

Speed: 4.8. 

Also considered: Michigan, Miami, Illi- 
nois. 

Profile: Top linebacker in Illinois...No. 2 
prospect and unanimous first team all- 
stater...Prominent Sporting News 
prospect...Score on his ACTs (26) as im- 
pressive as his tackles total (148)...Benches 
close to 400 pounds. 


ERIC SIMIEN, (6-3, 225), Gardena- 
Serra, Calif. (Gardena). 

Position: Outside linebacker / defensive 
end. 

Speed: 4.7. 

Also considered: Penn State, Washing- 
ton, Alabama, USC. 

Profile: Led team to three consecutive 
Camino-Real Catholic League titles, record- 
ing 239 tackles...had 22 QB sacks his senior 
season...Played defensive tackle until final 
year...Expelled from three games in ‘88 for 
being “too physical.”.... Member of Sport- 
ing News Top 100 list...First team all-stater. 


IRV SMITH, (6-5, 235), Pemberton, N.J. 
(Pemberton). 

Position: Tight end. 

Speed: 4.7. 

Also considered: USC, Florida State, 
Clemson, UCLA. 

Profile: Parade All-American and 
member of Sporting News Top 100 
list...Brother, Ed, plays for Chicago White 
Sox Class A farm club in South Bend...Asa 
senior, his school threw only 75 passes; 
Smith caught 18...Such a great athlete he 
could end up playing strong safety...Batted 
over .400. 


NICK SMITH, (6-3, 225), Cincinnati, 
Ohio (Forest Park). 

Position: Inside linebacker. 

Speed: 4.7. 

Also considered: Tennessee, Ohio State, 
Michigan, USC. 

Profile: Rated the No. 2 player in the 
state behind Ohio State-bound Rod 
Smith...Ranks in the top 5 percent of his 
class...Tallied 114 tackles as a 
senior...Unanimous all-stater and high 
school All-American. 


SHAWN SMITH, (6-3, 206), Buena, N.J. 
(Buena). 

Position: Defensive 
back. 

Speed: 4.5. 

Also considered: UCLA, Georgia Tech. 

Profile: First team all-stater...Has runa 
10.5 100 meters and 21.6 200 meters...Led 
high school team to 11-0 record and Group 
II New Jersey state title...Recorded a total 
of 94 tackles his senior season...Listed as a 


end/defensive 


RECRUIT HONORS 


Joe Terranova’s Nifty 55 
Kelchner, Lacheta, Mirer, 
Norman, Simien, Irv Smith, 
Tyner 


Parade All-Americans 
Mirer, Levens, Irv Smith, 
Lacheta, Nick Smith, Hentrich 


USA Today’s Super 102 
Bryant, Hentrich, Jarrell, Kelch- 
ner, Lacheta, Levens, Mirer, 
Norman, Pollard, Ratigan, 
Scianna, Simien, Irv Smith, 
Tyner 


Super Prep All-Americans 
Mirer, Kelchner, Lacheta, 
Hentrich, Irv Smith, Pollard, 
Levens, Bryant, Jarrell, 
Scianna, Dubose, Simien, 
Shawn Smith, Norman, Tyner, 
Hankins 


Scholastic Coach-Gatorade 
(state’s top player) 
Mirer, Indiana; Ratigan, lowa; 
Bryant, Nebraska; Levens, 
New York 


Best of the Rest prospect by The Sporting 
News. 


TODD STOKER, (6-4, 235), Bergen, 
N.J. (Tech). 

Position: Defensive / offensive lineman. 

Speed: 4.7. 

Also considered: Boston College, Mary- 
land, Rutgers, Iowa. 

Profile: First team _ all-state 
lineman...Had 157 tackles, 12 OB sacks, five 
interceptions and 12 fumble recoveries in 
his career...Plays much in the mold of cur- 
rent Irish nose tackle Chris Zorich. 


STUART TYNER, (6-5, 250), Tomball, 
Texas (Tomball). 

Position: Defensive tackle/offensive 
lineman. 

Speed: 4.8 

Also considered: Baylor, UCLA, Stan- 
ford, Texas. 

Profile: Rated as the Lone Star state’s 
second best lineman...Ranked eighth over- 
allby the Houston Chronicle...Bench presses 
405 pounds...Both parents attended Baylor. 

® 

Joe Terranova started the business of rank- 
ing recruiting classes 18 years ago. He has been 
the subject of two articles in Sports Illustrated, 
which has featured his recruiting class assess- 
ments the past 12 years. 


SCOUTING REPORTS 


Analyzing and previewing the Fighting 
Irish's 1989 opponents, complete with 
schedules and predictions. 


By RON MUSSELMAN and MIKE PRISUTA 


Aug. 31 
Sept. 16 
23 
30 
Oct. i 
14 
21 
28 
Nov. 4 
11 
18 
Nov. 25 


1989 SCHEDULE 


Virginia 

(Kickoff Classic) 
at Michigan 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Purdue 

at Stanford 

at Air Force 
SOUTHERN CAL 
PITTSBURGH 
NAVY 
SOUTHERN 
METHODIST 

at Penn State 

at Miami (Fla.) 
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Without junior quarterback Shawn 
Moore, the Virginia offense would be lost. 
Consider what Moore did last year. He: 

¢ Had a hand in 25 of the Cavaliers' 30 
touchdowns, running for 10 and passing 
for 15 more. 

¢ Took 786 of 792 snaps and was in- 
volved in a total of 441 plays. 

* Ran 159 times, 70 more than any other 
Virginia ballcarrier. 

¢ Finished 19th among Division 1-A 
players in total offense after compiling 2,526 
yards. 

* Became the ninth-leading passer in 
Virginia history after just one season as a 
starter. 

Despite all of Moore’s accomplishments, 
Virginia Coach George Welsh expects his 
QB to be even better this season. 

“Shawn has an excellent arm,” Welsh 
said. “His mechanics are good and his 
decisions are good. I believe he’s going to 
be a very fine college quarterback some- 
day. We're expecting a lot from him this 
year. It’s not unreasonable to expect a 25 
percent improvement.” 

Welsh’s lofty projections don’t bother 
Moore in the least bit. “Living and playing 
in the spotlight — if that’s what you want to 
call it — doesn’t bother me,” Moore said. 
“As far as I’m concerned, the spotlight 
doesn’t exist. It’s not there. lignore it. Ifyou 
don’t think about it, which I don’t, you 
don’t feel it. I feel like I'm just another 
player ... just like a member of the scout 
team. I’m not more important or less im- 
portant than anyone else. We're all equal.” 

One thing Moore must do this season is 
cut down on his interceptions. He threw 14 
a year ago. However, only five of those 
came in the final five games — all victories 
— and 22 of his 68 completions during that 
stretch were for more than 19 yards. 

“Besides his natural physical talent, 
Moore's greatest asset is his poise,” Welsh 
said. “When he makes some bad throws, he 
doesn’t get down on himself. And when he 
completes four in a row, he doesn’t think 
he’s Johnny Unitas.” 

Moore is one of 18 starters returning for 
the Cavaliers this fall. A year ago, he helped 
guide Virginia to a 7-4 record, but it wasn’t 
good enough to attract a bowl bid. 

In 1989, Virginia will be hard-pressed to 
get a bowl bid again because of its rigorous 
schedule, which begins with Notre Dame 
and Penn State back to back. The Cavaliers 
open the season against the Fighting Irish 
on Aug. 31 in the Kickoff Classic, a game 
that is first and foremost on their minds. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind that we 
can play with Notre Dame,” junior nose 
guard Ron Carey said. “I think we’re good 
enough at this stage in our development as 
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August 31, Meadowlands 


a football program to 
be competitive with a 
team like that.” 

“When I first heard 
we were playing Notre 
Dame, I thought, 
‘Yeah, well we deserve 
it,’ ” said senior offen- 
sive guard Roy Brown, 
an All-ACC selection 
last year. “This is our 
bowl game.” 

Joining Moore in 
the backfield could 
very well be freshman 
running back Terry 
Kirby, the 1988 Parade 
Magazine HighSchool 
Player of the Year. 
Welsh said he expects 
Kirby “to make a con- 
tribution to our football program right 
away.” 

If he can’t, the Cavs have their top four 
rushers back, including senior Marcus 
Wilson, team leader with 429 yards last 
season, and sophomore Nikki Fisher (342), 
who had back-to-back 100-yard games to 
finish the season. 

Four of the top five receivers also return: 
junior tight end Bruce McGonigal (26 
catches-471 yards, 3 TDs), sophomore wide 
receiver Herman Moore (24-466, 4), senior 
wide receiver Tim Finkelston (19-346, 4) 
and senior running back Durwin Greggs 
(13-141). Senior guard Roy Brown, an All- 
ACC selection, is back, too. 

The key loss on offense for the Cavaliers 
is John Ford, the school’s all-time leading 
receiver. Defensively, they also lose their 
top two tacklers, linebackers Jeff Lageman 
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Without Moore, the Cavaliers' offense would be less. 


and David Griggs. And goneis place-kicker 
Mark Inderlied, who booted 27 field goals 
the past two seasons. 

Defensively, though, nine starters re- 
turn, including 11 of the top 13 tacklers. 
Senior end Ray Savage (66 stops), junior 
linebacker Phil Thomas (63), sophomore 
cornerback Tyrone Lewis (62), senior tack- 
ler Elton Toliver (58) and Carey (48) are the 
top returnees. 

Junior defensive backs Keith McMeans 
(five interceptions) and Jason Wallace 
(three) also return, as does junior Tony 
Covington (47 tackles, one interception). 

Because of all the talent the Cavaliers 
have returning, there will be a lot of pres- 
sure placed on Welsh and Virginia to win. 

“I think the expectations will be more 
intense than ever,” Moore said. “Everyone 
expects us to do well.” —R.M. 


AT A GLANCE 


1989 SCHEDULE 

Aug 31, Notre Dame in Kickoff Classic; 
Sept. 9, at Penn State; Sept. 16, at Georgia 
Tech; Sept. 23, Duke: Sept. 30, William and 
Mary: Oct. 7, at Clemson; Oct. 14; North 
Carolina; Oct. 21, Wake Forest; Oct. 28, 
Louisville; Nov. 4, North Carolina State: 
Nov. 11, Virginia Tech; Nov. 18, at Mary- 
land. 


BOWL BOUND IF 
The Cavs can win three of their six road 
games and at least five of six home games. 


WILL HIT THE SKIDS IF 
They can't win on the road, where the Cava- 
liers must play Notre Dame, Penn State, 
Georgia Tech, Clemson, North Carolina 
State and Maryland. 


WHAT THE IRISH MUST DO TO WIN 
Play error-free football and solid defense, 
with an emphasis on Moore so he can't run 
out of the pocket. 


INSIDE SCOOP 

Notre Dame is the fourth national champion 
to play in the Kickoff Classic, joining Penn 
State (1983), Miami (1984) and Brigham 
Young (1985)... Welsh has led Virginia to 
five winning seasons in seven years and to 
their only two bowl appearances — and the 
Kickoff Classic makes three. 


PREDICTION 
Notre Dame 31, Virginia 10. The Irish pick 
up where they left off on Jan. 2, beating their 
second Eastern foe of 1989 in a relatively 
easy effort. 


Michigan was very, very good in 1988. 
Yet the Wolverines, who won the Rose 
Bowl, finished 9-2-1 and wound up fourth 
in the final AP and UPI polls, could be even 
better this time around. 

That's the opinion, at least, of Ohio State 
Coach John Cooper, who figures the Wol- 
verines are an odds-on favorite to win the 
Big 10 championship and might not have to 
settle for just that. 

“Most people will probably pick ND 
No. 1 in the preseason,” Cooper said. “ But 
you can almost pick Michigan too. A lot of 
people are going to at least pick them No. 
2. ”They’‘re the team to beat in our league. 
They have almosteverybodycoming back.” 

Michigan loses just four starters on of- 
fense, two on defense and punter/place- 
kicker Mike Gillette. Those returning will 
do so secure in the knowledge that Michi- 
gan came oh-so-close to faring even better 
last season. 

Against Notre Dame, Michigan lost, 19- 
17, when a last-second field-goal attempt 
by Gillette sailed just wide. Against Miami 
(Fla.), Michigan lost, 31-30, when the Hur- 
ricanes miraculously rallied for 17 points in 
the final five minutes and wiped outa 30-14 
Wolverine lead. Against Iowa, Michigan 
had to settle for a 17-17 tie when tailback 
Tracy Williams fumbled on the Hawkeyes’ 
one-yard line with 1:21 remaining. 

The Wolverines could come even closer 
to perfection in 1989, or achieve it, if Coach 
Bo Schembechler, the NCAA’s active vic- 
tory leader (with 224), can keep everyone's 
head screwed on right. 

“It’s tough to repeat in any sport,” said 
Schembechler, whose 1977 and ’78 squads 
were the last Big Ten Champions to suc- 
cessfully defend their titles. “You lose that 
edge. You say you'll be tough in the spring, 
butthe applause isstillringing in their ears.”’ 

Itis Schembechler’s job to make sure his 
Wolverines don’t let up until they hear the 
cheers in Pasadena again. To Bo, that’s a 
goal well worth any and all sacrifices. 

“No matter how you divide it up, there’s 
a lot of difference between winning and 
losing,” he said after the 22-14 win over 
USC, his second in the Rose Bowl against 
seven losses. “Losing tears your heart out, 
and I don’t have a real good one to begin 
with.” 

What he does have is enough returning 
talent to make sure his tender ticker isn’t 
taxed a great deal. 

Michigan loses only All-American tackle 
Mark Messner and All-Big Ten cornerback 
David Arnold from a unit that led the con- 
ference in total defense, allowing 275.5 
yards a game. Up front the Wolverines are 
blessed with plenty of size in 6-foot-5, 250- 
pound senior tackle Brent White, nose guard 
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September 16, Michigan Stadium 


TJ. Osman (6-3, 265, junior) and tackles 
Warde Manuel (6-5, 262, junior) and John 
Herrmann (6-5, 267, senior), the last two 
looking to rebound from injury-plagued 
campaigns. 

The linebacking corps will return intact 
if 6-1, 234-pound senior J.J. Grant recovers 
from a knee injury that kept him out of 
spring ball. Grant and fellow inside backer 
Erick Anderson (6-3, 215, sophomore) led 
Michigan with 77 tackles each in 1988. 

Strong safety Tripp Welborne, a 6-1, 
193-pound junior, was third on the team 
with 72 tackles and led Michgan with five 
interceptions. Corneback David Key (5-11, 
200, junior) and free safety Vada Murray 
(6-4, 185, junior) add experience. 

Offensively, Schembechler’s biggest 
problem might be trying to decide on a 
starting quarterback. But as Bo is quick to 
point out, “It’s a nice problem to have.” 

Senior Michael Taylor started the first 
nine games and completed 62 percent of 
his passes, for 957 yards, with five TDs and 
three interceptions. But Taylor’s '88 season 
ended when he suffered a broken collar- 
bone on the first play against Minnesota. 

Senior Demetrius Brown — who threw 
a school-record 16 interceptions as the 
starter in 1987, including seven against 
Michigan State — came on and hit 57 per- 
cent of his tosses, for 775 yards and six 
touchdowns. He was not intercepted and 
Michigan was not defeated with Brown at 
the helm. But in the middle of spring drills, 
Brown broke his hand and missed the final 
three weeks of practice. “He needed those 
three weeks because there’s tough compe- 
tition for that job,” Schembechler said. 
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Brown had a bad break in spring ball. 


No matter who winds up starting, there 
will be no shortage of quality running backs 
to hand off to. Junior tailback Tony Boles (6- 
1, 190) and junior fullback Leroy Hoard (6- 
0, 220) combined for 2,160 rushing yards 
last season — Boles finished fourth among 
Division I-A rushers with 1,408 yards — as 
Michigan led the Big Ten in rushing offense 
(279.6 yards a game), total offense (439.3) 
and scoring offense (34.1 points a game). 

Wide receiver-kick returner John Kole- 
sar will be missed, as will departing offen- 
sive linemen Mike Husar and John Vitale. 
But Bo always has plenty of hulking line- 
men around, waiting to step inand drive 
the other guy off the line of scrimmage. 

If a good kicker can be found to replace 
Gillette — U-M’s all-time leading scorer — 
roses may be just the beginning of the 
bouquets the Wolverines earn this season. 

“The only goals we didn’t achieve were 
to beat Notre Dame and win the national 
championship,” Schembechler said of 1988. 

This year, the Wolverines will be out to 


take care of unfinished business. —M.P. 


AT A GLANCE 


1989 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 16, Notre Dame; Sept. 23, at UCLA; 
Sept. 30, Maryland; Oct. 7, Wisconsin; Oct. 
14, at Michigan State; Oct. 21, atlowa; Oct. 
28, Indiana; Nov. 4, Purdue; Nov. 11, at 
Illinois; Nov.18, at Minnesota; Nov. 25, Ohio 
State. 


BOWL BOUND IF 
They so desire. Michigan has gone to 14 


straight bowl games and 16 in Schembech- 
ler's 20 seasons in Ann Arbor. 


WILL HIT THE SKIDS IF 
Bo resigns.|If he doesn't, count on at /east 
a6-5 finish. Schembechler has never had a 
losing season in 26 years as a head coach. 


WHAT THE IRISH MUST DO TO WIN 
Buck a trend. Since 1978, neither team has 
been able to defeat the other more than two 


times in a row in this series. Notre Dame 
has won the last two meetings, but must 
play in Ann Arbor this year. 


INSIDE SCOOP 
Schembechler's teams lost in their first 
seven bowl appearances and 10 of their 
first 12. It was said back then that Bo had to 
eat his cereal off a plate in the morning, 
because if it came in a bowl, he'd lose it. But 
lately, Michigan has turned that around. 
They have won three of their last four bowls 
and Schembechler is having a much easier 
time with his Wheaties these days. 


PREDICTION 
Michigan has too much defense for Tony 
Rice and the Irish offense. Notre Dame 
finds out how tough defending a national 
title can be early. Michigan 20, Notre Dame 
16 in another thriller, 
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Michigan State didn’t complete its 1988 
schedule, it survived it. The Spartans, per- 
haps still giddy from their Rose Bowl vic- 
tory and No. 8 ranking the previous season, 
received a rude slap in the face in the 
season opener last September. They lost to 
Rutgers. At home. It was a humbling expe- 
rience, to be sure, yet it was only the begin- 
ning of Michigan State’s woes. 

Things quickly got worse. Much worse. 
After embarrassing defeats at the hands of 
Notre Dame and Florida State, a disap- 
pointing tie against lowa and a dishearten- 
ing loss at home to arch-rival Michigan, the 
Spartans stood at an ugly 0-4-1. 

“T’ve never been ina deeper hole witha 
football team,’ Coach George Perles re- 
called. “As a staff, it was one of our better 
coaching jobs because in that situation, there 
are so many ways to come unglued. 

“Our defense could have easily said, 
'We’re playing consistent and the offense 
isn’t doing a damn thing.’ But it didn’t 
happen. We could have had bickering, 
people folding their tent ... it was tough.” 

The Spartans somehow got tougher. 
They got All-American offensive tackle 
Tony Mandarich back and into playing 
shape. They started running the ball effec- 
tively. They stopped fumbling it away. In- 
stead of coming unglued, the defense — a 
trademark at Michigan State since Perles 
arrived in 1983 — found a way to turnitup 
a notch. 

The Spartans took Perles up on oneof his 
favorite expressions and turned a negative 
into a positive. They missed out ona return 
trip to Pasadena, but took an impressive, 
six-game winning streak south to the Gator 
Bowl against Georgia. 

This season, Michigan State may face an 
even bigger challenge. Mandarich and three 
other starters on the offensive line are 
gone. Wide receiver Andre Rison, State’s 
all-time leader in receptions (146) and re- 
ceiving yards (2,992) is gone. Strong safety 
John Miller, the heart and soul of the secon- 
dary, is gone. In all, eight starters on of- 
fense and five on defense have departed. 

Yet the big guy with all the Super Bowl 
rings is pretty pleased with what he has 
coming back, starting — of course — with 
running back Blake Ezor. 

“This guy is the best-kept secret 
around,”’ Perles said of Ezor, a 5-foot-10, 
180-pound senior tailback. “He may have 
had one of the quietest 1,500-yard seasons 
you'll ever see.” 

Ezor, in his first season since the depar- 
ture of Lorenzo White, rushed for 1,496 
yards and 11 touchdowns. He ranks sec- 
ond in Spartan history in rushing attempts 
(533) and fourthin yards (2,450). He'llagain 
be complementedby Highland Hixon, a 5- 
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Michigan State 


September 23, Notre Dame Stadium 


10,214-pound junior who gained 385 yards 
after sitting out his freshman season due to 
Proposition 48. 

Perles also likes his receivers, even 
though players responsible for 61 of MSU’s 
87 receptions in 1988 won’t be around in 
1989. Much is expected from the 
inexperienced trio of sophomore Darrin 
Eaton; sophomore Courtney Hawkins (who 
rushed 12 times for 35 yards and gained 295 
more on 16 kickoff returns last year); and 
junior Brian Smolinski (two receptions, 33 
yards). 

Throwing to that group in place of Bobby 
McAllister— Michigan State does throwthe 
ball occasionally — probably will be 6-2, 
190-pound junior Dan Enos, the backup 
last season. He'll be challenged by John 
Gieselman, a freshman walkon last fall. 

All the skill players will need the new 
offensive line to come through. Perles ex- 
pects it will. 

“Our whole spring practice was dedi- 
cated to rebuilding the offensive line,” he 
said. “And my experience tells me we do 
pretty well at what we emphasize.” 

Perles always emphasizes defense, and 
always will. “You can expect our defense 
to play very well,” he said. “Our goal 
should be to be the top defensive team in 
the conference again.” 

With 6-3, 230-pound senior linebacker 
Percy Snow patroling sideline to sideline, 
the Spartans have a chance to be just that. 

“He’s as good a linebacker as there is in 
the Big Ten and maybe in the country,” 
Perles said of Snow, whose 164 tackles last 
year moved him into fifth place (301) in 
MSU history. “He has the knack to really 
unload on people and the technique that 
punishes runners.” 

Despite ever-present forecasts forSnow, 
most experts probably will figure Michi- 
gan State has lost too much talent to make 


a serious run at the conference champion- 
ship. Perles isn’t about to lose any sleep 
over it. 

“They'll probably have Michigan first, 
Illinois second, Indiana third and us about 
fourth,” he said. “I like that.’”’ 

After all, Perles thrives on challenges. 
And after last season, the Spartans will be 
hard pressed to come up with one that 
appears too greatto overcome. —M.P. 


Perles had reason to yell after a 0-4-1 start. 


AT A GLANCE 


1989 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 16, Miami (Ohio); Sept. 23, at Notre 
Dame; Sept. 30, Miami (Fla.); Oct. 7, at 
lowa; Oct. 14, Michigan; Oct. 19, Minne- 
sota; Oct. 26, at Ohio State; Nov. 2, North- 
western; Nov. 9, at Wisconsin; Nov. 16, at 
Purdue; Nov. 23, Illinois. 


BOWL BOUND IF 
The offense, especially the passing game, 
can show some life in a tough four-game 
run that begins with Notre Dame. 


WILL HIT THE SKIDS IF 
The offensive line fails to provide Ezor and 
Co, with holes to run through. 


WHAT THE IRISH MUST DO TO WIN 
Snuff the running game, as it has done in 
routing Michigan State thepast two years. 


INSIDE SCOOP 
One of MSU's new offensive linemen might 
be familiar to Irish fans. Jeff Pearson, a 6- 
3, 260-pound native of Chicago, will start at 
either center or guard after transferring 
from Notre Dame and sitting out 1988. 


PREDICTION 
Notre Dame 31, Michigan State 13. The 
Spartan offense won't be in gear early and 
the Irish will eventually wear down the MSU 
defense — again. 


The program at Purdue is anything but 
a runaway freight train these days. But ac- 
cording to coach Fred Akers,the big train 
has at least started to slowly chug along in 
the right direction. 

“Our program is building,” said Akers, 
who enters his third season with the Boiler- 
makers this fall. “I’m pleased. We are mak- 
ing progress.” 

Not so long ago, Purdue made plenty of 
progress. In five seasons, from 1977 through 
1981, Jim Young engineered a high-pow- 
ered offensive attack and the Boilermakers 
made three consecutive bow] trips enroute 
to a 38-19-1 mark. But when Young re- 
signed, the train was suddenly derailed. 

Eight years later, the Boilers — who 
have had more head coaches (two) than 
winning seasons (one) since Young left — 
are still trying to get back on track. 

“I don’t know that it ever builds as fast 
as a coach would like because most of us 
want it to happen right now,” Akers said. 
“But it normally doesn’t happen that way.”’ 

The only sudden change at Purdue this 
spring was a negative one. Quarterback 
Brian Fox, who completed 121 of 235 passes 
(51 percent) for 1,250 yards, with seven 
touchdowns and 13 interceptions as a 17- 
year-old freshman last fall, decided he didn’t 
feel comfortable with the changes Akers 
made in the offense over the winter. So he 
transferred. 

The leading candidate to take the place 
of Fox has never taken a snap in Big Ten 
competition. But he isn’t completely inex- 
perienced, 

Junior Steve Letnich, 6-foot, 190 pounds, 
sat out last season after transferring from 
Air Force. In 1987, he completed one of five 
passes for 20 yards and rushed 27 times for 
192 yards as a backup during the Falcons’ 
9-3 season. In the Freedom Bowl, Letnich, 
who has the inside track to replace Fox, 
played most of the game at quarterback. 
Letnich rushed for a team-leading 90 yards 
in a 33-28 loss to Arizona State. 

His ability to run, and that of redshirt 
freshman Jeff Lesniewicz (6-0, 198) in- 
trigues Akers, who has gone from a 
dropback passing offense to a rollout, 
moving-pocket attack. “Weneed torun the 
ball better,’’ Akers said. 

Indeed, Purdue ran for only 966 yards 
as a team in 11 games last year, a figure 
bettered by Indiana’s Anthony Thompson 
(1,064) and Michigan State’s Blake Ezor 
(1,010) in eight Big Ten contests. 

Akers — 86-31-1, including seven bowl 
trips and two SWC championships in 10 
years at Texas — hopes quarterback roll- 
outs will help Purdue establish a better 
rushing attack and keep defenses honest, 
and from teeing off against the pass. 


Purdue 
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Linebacker Darrin Trieb 


A few position switches have been 
made as well. Among the most noticeable 
are junior Jarrett Scales’ move from run- 
ning back to defensive back and senior Bill 
Hitchcock’s change from defensive to of- 
fensive tackle. Scales (5-10, 190) led Purdue 
in rushing with 362 yards, while Hitchcock 
(6-6, 290) has helped anchor the defensive 
line the last two years when not nagged by 
injuries. 

Purdue, with 23 underclassmen on its 
two-deep charts, will be a young team in 
1989, but will be led by a couple of talented 
veterans nonetheless. 

Middle linebacker Darrin Trieb, a 6-2, 
232-pound junior, madea team-leading 110 
solo tackles in 1988, including 13 for a loss 
and two quarterback sacks. Corners Derrick 
Kelson (6-1, 190, senior) and Steve Jackson 
(5-9, 180, junior) will help compensate for 
the loss of free safety Marc Foster in the 
secondary. Flanker Calvin Williams, a 5-11, 
190-pound fifth-year senior, has led Pur- 
due in receiving the past two seasons. 

“We're over the disappointment of how 
we ended up last year,” said Akers, whose 
team was beaten by a combined score of 


Flanker Calvin Williams 


Coach Fred Akers 


128-17 in its last three games after a prom- 
ising 4-4 start. “Our players went after our 
offseason conditioning program with a 
vengeance. There’sno comparison between 
now and two years ago. It’s amazing how 
much they’ ve accomplished.” 

Perhaps the biggest plus for Akers, 3-7- 
1 and 4-7 in his first two years at Purdue, 
has been in recruiting. In 1988, his second 
class was rated highly by national experts. 
This spring, Akers concentrated on speed 
and signed 21 players, including eight who 
run the 40-yard dash in 4.5 or faster. 

Another positive is the commitmentAk- 
ers has received from the Purdue admini- 
stration. Since his arrival, two weight 
coaches have been added and the size of the 
weight room has been tripled. This spring 
work began on a multi-million dollar, 
110,000-square foot indoor practice facility 
with offices and training areas. 

“It's a dream facility for Purdue’s fu- 
ture,” Akers said. “We are committed to 
having a first-class program and we will 
have one.” 

They just won't have it this year. 

—M.P. 


AT A GLANCE 


1989 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 9, Miami (Ohio); Sept. 16, at Wash- 
ington; Sept. 30, Notre Dame; Oct. 7, at 
Minnesota; Oct. 14, Illinois; Oct. 21, at Ohio 
State; Oct. 28, Michigan State; Nov. 4, at 
Michigan; Nov, 11, Northwestern; Nov. 18, 
lowa; Nov. 25, at Indiana. 


BOWL BOUND IF 
Letnich turns into a reincarnation of Len 
Dawson, Bob Griese, Mike Phipps, Gary 
Danielson, Mark Herrmann, Scott Campbell 
and Jim Everett combined. 


WILL HIT THE SKIDS IF 
A running game isn't established. 


WHAT THE IRISH MUST DO TO WIN 
Not beat themselves. There’s no way the 
Boilermakers are going to beat ND without 
the Irish being gracious guests. 


INSIDE SCOOP 
Purdue has beaten Notre Dame more times 
(21) than any opponent except Southern 
Cal (23). Following USC and Purdue on the 
list of Irish agitators are Michigan State (18) 
and Pitt (16). 


PREDICTION 
Notre Dame 44, Purdue 10. Not quite as 
bad as ND's 51-7 thrashing of a year ago, 
but it could be close. 


i 


There’s something about Stanford Uni- 
versity that has always tickled Dennis 
Green’s fancy. And because of it, not mat- 
ter where his coaching took him, he always 
dreamed of returning to Stanford. “I’ve 
never taken my eyes off of Stanford,” Green 
said. “Regardless of all the places that I’ve 
been, I’ve always felt that I was part of the 
Stanford family.” 

Green, 39, rejoined the Stanford family 
in January when he replaced Jack Elway as 
head coach. Elway was fired at the end of 
last season after compiling a 25-29-1 mark 
in five seasons. 

This will mark the third tour of duty for 
Green at Stanford, where he has never had 
a losing season as a member of the coaching 
staff. He served as a running backs coach 
under the San Francisco 49ers‘ Bill Walsh at 
Stanford in 1977 and 1978 and was offen- 
sive coordinator under Paul Wigginin 1980. 

Green left Stanford in 1981 to accept the 
head coaching job at Northwestern Univer- 
sity and was named Big Ten Coach of the 
Year the following season. He resigned fol- 
lowing the 1985 season after compiling a 
five-year record of 10-45 to accept a job as 
receivers coach under Walsh in San Fran- 
cisco. Walsh recommended Green for the 
job at Stanford. 

“Bill Walsh assured me that it is in this 
man to be an executive,” Stanford athletic 
director Andy Geiger said. “I’m very 
pleased that we were able to lure Dennis 
Green back to the college football ranks. He 
is no stranger to Stanford. He has been a 
member of our family twice before. We're 
glad to have him back. It was clear that he 
was prepared to lead this Stanford football 
team.” 

Green became the 29th coach in Stan- 
ford history and the first black. He is one 
of only four black coaches in Division I-A. 
“I don’t think (color) was a factor in me get- 
ting this job; I really don’t,” Green said. “I 
think Stanford set out to get the guy who 
could do the best job for them. And that 
guy, by coincidence, has worked closely 
with Bill Walsh for six of the last 12 years, 
has been offensive coordinator at Stanford 
and has recruited some of the top players 
that they’ve ever had on a national level 
happens to be black.” 

Green takes over a program that had 
had just two winning seasons in the 1980s, 
the last coming in 1986. And he inherits a 
team that compiled a 3-6-2 mark last year. 

“T believe in the student-athlete and I 
believe in the tradition at Stanford Univer- 
sity,” Green said. “The student athlete 
comes here to enjoy Stanford, to get a qual- 
ity education, to play football... like they 
play it at Notre Dame, like they play it at 
Oklahoma, where they play football the 
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way it’s meant to be played.” 

Green, who helped develop 
Jerry Rice into one of the National 
Football League’s most exciting re- 
ceivers, plans to emphasize the 
passing attack at Stanford. Rice be- 
lieves that Green will succeed. 

“He came (to San Francisco) in 
1986, in my second year, and he 
taught me a lot of little things,” 
Rice said. 

“How to go up for the ball. How 
to read defenses. How to run pat- 
terns. And he just has great leader- 
ship qualities. He has a lot of re- 
spect for you asa person. He will be 
missed here. But he will do well at 
Stanford." 

Stanford has two key players re- 
turning this season — senior run- 
ning back Joe Volpeand senior line- 
backer Rob Hinckley. Volpe was 
third in the Pac-10 Conference in 
rushing (1,027 yards) and he led 
the Cardinal in all-purpose yard- 
age (1,149). Hinckley was an All- 
Pac 10 first-team performer after 
making 108 tackles and 13 sacks. 

Volpe will have plenty of help 
in the backfield as the top nine rush- 
ers return. The two top receivers, 
senior Charlie Young (43 catches, 
560 yards) and junior Chris Walsh 
(41-480), are back, along with quar- 
terbacks Brian Johnson and Hason 
Palumbis, who split the job last year. 

Hinckley won postseason hon- 
ors, but he was not the Cardinal's 
leading tackler. Sophomore line- 
backer Jono Tunney was, with 155. 
Seniorstrong safety Rob Englehardt 
was fourth, with 110, and senior 
defensive tackle Lester Archam- 
beau was fifth, with64. = —R.M. 


Volpe ran for more than 1,000 yards last year. 


AT A GLANCE 


1989 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2, at Arizona; Sept. 9, at Oregon 
State; Sept. 23, Oregon; Sept. 30, San 
Jose State; Oct. 7, Notre Dame; Oct. 14, at 
Washington State; Oct. 21, Utah; Oct. 28, 
at USC; Nov. 4, UCLA; Nov. 11, at Arizona 
State; Nov. 18, California. 


BOWL BOUND IF 
Green performs a miracle. The Cardinal 
will come around, but not for a few years. 


WILL HIT THE SKIDS IF 
QBs Johnson and Palumbis don't play better 
than they did in '88. Combined, they threw 
11 TD passes and 14 interceptions. 


WHAT THE IRISH MUST DO TO WIN 
Stop running back Jon Volpe, Stanford's 
lone offensive threat. If Notre Dame does 
that, the rest should be easy. 


INSIDE SCOOP 
Stanford has not beaten the Fighting Irish 
since the 1963 season, and the Cardinal 
have won just one time in five meetings. 
Last season, Stanford fell 42-14 to ND 


PREDICTION 
Notre Dame 40, Stanford 14. Notre Dame 
is much more talented. The Irish will send 
Green on his way to his first losing season 
as Stanford coach. 


In two seasons as general of Air Force’s 
wishbone offense, Dee Dowis has improved 
his rank with opposing coaches in the 
Western Athletic Conference. 

° “He's such a magician,” New Mexico 
Coach Mike Sheppard said. “He's worth 
the price of admission.” 

¢ “Dowis is outstanding,” Utah Coach 
Jim Fassel said. “He makes that offense. He 
is so good and so talented. He has got to be 
one of the best guys running the wishbone 
in the country.” 

e “Air Force has a real prize there,” 
Brigham Young Coach LaVell Edwards 
said. “Dowis is as good as I’ve seen at run- 
ning the option.” 

Dowis has gained 2,287 yards and 
scored 22 touchdowns since taking over 
the Falcons’ starting quarterback job at the 
beginning of the 1987 season. Two years 
ago, he setan NCAA single-season rushing 
record for a quarterback and an Air Force 
single-season rushing mark with 1,315 
yards. Last year, he finished 28 yards shy 
of 1,000, but was. still the conference’s 
fourth-leading rusher. 

The 5-foot-10, 160-pound senior has 
accumulated 2,326 career rushing yardsand 
needs just 400 more this fall to become the 
school’s all-time leader. Fullback John 
Kershner is the current record-holder with 
2,726 yards. 

“Dee is an outstanding quarterback; he 
is the reason we've had a good option at- 
tack the last couple of years,” Air Force 
Coach Fisher DeBerry said. “He is the cata- 
lyst of our offense. He reads opposing de- 
fenses very well.” 

DeBerry’s only concern about Dowis is 
that he tries to do too much sometimes on 
the field. 

“We don’t want Dee to pressure him- 
self,” DeBerry said. “We have capable 
people that surround him. I’ve talked to 
Dee about the pressure. I don’t want him to 
feel like he’s not asuccess if he doesn’t gain 
1,400 yards.” 

Dowis doesn’t pass often, but he has 
thrown 11 touchdown passes in two years, 
including seven last season. Even though 
he only completed 43 percent of his passes 
in 1988 (41 of 96), Dowis threw for 870 
yards, and averaged 9.1 yards per comple- 
tion. “As his passing improves, he is going 
to be very difficult to defend against,” 
DeBerry said. 

Dowis accounted for 153.5 yards of total 
offense per game last year, but the Falcons 
dropped their final five games to finish 5-7 
overall, 3-5 in the conference. 

Dowis isn’t the only rushing threat re- 
turning on an offense that finished 11th in 
Division I-A last year in scoring (35.2 points 
per game). Senior halfback Greg Johnson, a 


Air Force 
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three-year letterman, will join Dowis in the 
backfield. Johnson was the team’s third- 
leading rusher last year with 834 yards. He 
also scored a team-high 17 touchdowns, 16 
of which came on the ground. 

“Greg has achance to become one of the 
best players who ever played here,” De- 
Berry said. 

Other returning starters include senior 
wide receiver Steve Senn and senior center 
John Bailey. Senn was the team’s second- 
leading receiver last year with 10 recep- 
tions for 203 yards and one touchdown, 
while Bailey is a two-year starter. 

Because only four starters return, De- 
Berry has several gaping holes to fill on 
offense. Firstand foremost, though, hemust 
find capable replacements for guard Kevin 
Bell, a first-team AIl-WAC performer last 
season, and fullback Andy Smith, who led 
the team in rushing with 1,040 yards. 

Defensively, seven starters will be back, 
including seven of the top 10 tacklers from 
last season. All four starting linebackers 
will return: juniors Brian Hill and Terry 


Dowis (6) 

has dashed 

and darted 

| for 2,287 

| yards and 22 
TDs asa 

| Falcon. 


Walker and seniors Randle Gladney and 
Ken Gibaldo. Hill had 146 tackles, includ- 
ing 93 solos, in 11 games last year. He also 
recovered a fumble, knocked down three 
passes and had four tackles for losses. “Hill 
is very intense,” DeBerry said, “and he gets 
allover the field. He’s a tough little sucker.” 

Gladney was second in tackles with 103 
and he tied for the team lead in sacks, with 
two. Walker, a transfer from Missouri, had 
75 tackles, while Gibaldo had 43. Senior Joe 
Powell, a part-time starter, made 61 stops. 

“Walker is a solid player and a great 
young man,” DeBerry said. “You just don’t 
knock him off of his feet. No one person 
stays on his feet better than Terry.” 

Also returning are free safety Mario 
Mathis and defensive tackle Tom Kafka. 
Mathis had 64 tackles and one interception. 
Kafka, who was shifted to defense from 
center, had 45 tackles and two sacks. 

The Falcons must replace kicker Steve 
Yarbrough and punter Chris Blasy. 
Yarbrough scored 68 points last season, 
while Blasy averaged 40.2 yards per punt. 

M. 


AT A GLANCE 


1989 SCHEDULE 

Sept. 2, San Diego State; Sept. 9, Wyo- 
ming; Sept. 16, at Northwestern; Sept. 23, 
Texas-El Paso; Sept. 30, Colorado State; 
Oct. 7, at Navy; Oct. 14, Notre Dame; Oct. 
21, at Texas Christian; Oct. 28, Army; Nov. 
4, at Utah; Nov. 11, at Brigham Young; 
Nov. 18, at Hawaii. 


BOWL BOUND IF 
DeBerry can find enough decent players to 
fill gaping holes on offense and they can 
win on the road, 


WILL HIT THE SKIDS IF 
They can’t win on the road. Last year, the 
Falcons were 2-5 away from the rarified, 
mile-high home air of Falcon Stadium, situ- 
ated along the Rockies 


WHAT THE IRISH MUST DO TO WIN 
Not get psyched out by the high altitude of 
Colorado...Do a good job of relearning the 
wishbone in one week of practice, and then 
apply that knowledge in stopping Falcon 
QB Dee Dowis. 


INSIDE SCOOP 
After winning four in a row against the Irish 
in the mid-1980s, the Falcons are winless in 
the last three meetings and have been 
outscored 107-30. 


PREDICTION 
Notre Dame 40, Air Force 17. The Irish 
have too many weapons (not nuclear, ei- 
ther) and big guns and will easily shoot 
down Air Force to continue their winning 
streak. 
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Southern Cal won eight undisputed 
national championships in the first 100 
years of its football program. When the 
Trojans begin their second century of foot- 
ball in 1989, they will be shooting for their 
ninth national title and first in 11 years. 

USC climbed all the way to No. 2 in the 
national polls last fall despite playing one 
of the toughest schedules in the nation. 
However, they were knocked out of the 
national championship hunt by eventual 
champion Notre Dame, 20-17, in their regu- 
lar-season finale. The Pac-10 champions 
also lost to Michigan, 22-14, in the Rose 
Bowl to finish 10-2. 

“Overall, 1988 was a very successful 
season because we improved significantly 
over 1987,” Coach Larry Smith said. “But 
we were disappointed with the way the 
season ended, espcially because we failed 
to capitalize when we were playing (Notre 
Dame) for the national championship. 

“We haven't fully reached our goals yet 
and we'll continue to strive for them. That 
will be a strong motivating factor in 1989.” 

USC has 18 starters returning from last 
year’s team — eight on offense and 10 on 
defense, plus the place-kicker. Eight of those 
players were first-team All-Pac 10 selec- 
tions and three were first-team All-Ameri- 
cas. In all, 34 of the 44 players on the Tro- 
jans’ two-deep Rose Bowl depth chart will 
be back. 

“We'll have a good nucleus of players 
returning in 1989, but we'll also have some 
major question marks which we'll need to 
answer in order to reach our goals,” said 
Smith, the only coach in Trojan history to 
take his first two teams to the Rose Bowl. 

Most of the question marks are on of- 
fense, where three All-America players — 
quarterback Rodney Peete, split end Erik 
Affholter and tackle John Guerrero — have 
graduated, Peete established 17 school rec- 
ords and was the runnerup in the Heisman 
voting, while Affholter set several school, 
season and career receiving marks. 

A former USA Today player of the year, 
Todd Marinovich, is expected to succeed 
Peete. The redshirt freshman passed for 
nearly 9,200 yards during his high school 
career and was one of the most highly- 
recruited prep quarterbacks ever. 

“We have been very impressed with 
Todd so far,” Smith said. “He’s very, very 
fluid and smooth. He’s a very coachable 
quarterback who really has a great sense 
out there. The thing that’s really impressed 
us is that he has a very quick release and a 
very strong arm.” 

Marinovich willbesurrounded by plenty 
of talent as the top five rushers return, 
including All-Pac 10 senior fullback Leroy 
Holt (540 yards, five touchdowns) and 
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senior tailback Aaron Emanuel (545, eight 
TDs). Junior tailbacks Scott Lockwood (527, 
five TDs) and Rick Ervins (410, two TDs) 
will also be back. 

Senior flanker John Jackson (48 catches, 
five TDs) will return in 1989. He is sixth on 
USCs all-time receiving list and needs just 
23 catches to surpass Affholter’s record. 
Affholter’s backup, senior Marlon Wash- 
ington and junior Gary Wellman (21, two 
TDs), are back, along with All-Pac 10 tight 
end Scott Galbraith (21, two TDs). 

Also, four-fifths of the offensive line is 
back in the fold. All-America candidate 
Mark Tucker, a junior guard, will join three 
seniors: tackle Brett Parkinson, guard Dan 
Barnes and center Brad Leggett. 

Three All-America players will spear- 
head a defense which led the Pac 10 in 
three categories last fall: rushing (76.6 
yards per game), scoring and total defense. 
They include junior safety Mark Carrier, 
senior tackle Tim Ryan and senior safety 
Cleveland Colter. 

Carrier, a semifinalist for the Jim Thorpe 
Award as the nation’s top defensive back 
last fall, was USC's second-leading tackler 
with 114 stops, while Colter had 93 tackles 
and three interceptions. Smith said Carrier 
and Colter are similar to ex-USC and cur- 
rent NFL standouts Ronnie Lott and Den- 
nis Smith in terms of playing ability. 

“Colterand Carrier are approaching the 
abilities of Lott and Smith, and that’s quite 
a pair to be compared to,” Smith said. 
“Cleveland plays at an All-America level. 
He’s a great all-around athlete with a nose 
for big plays. He’s a real ballhawk. 

“And Mark is one of the top young 
secondary players in the country, too. He’s 
avery smart player. He has great range and 
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is a tremendous hitter, which translates 
into lots of big plays.” 

Ryan (75 tackles), senior guard Dan 
Owens, an All-Pac 10 selection who had 76 
tackles and eight sacks last year, and junior 
nose guard Don Gibson (70), will be to- 
gether on the front line for the third year in 
a row. 

The linebacking corps returns, intact. 
Junior inside linebacker Scott Ross, an All- 
Pac 10 pick, was the team’s defensive MVP 
and leading tackler, with 137. He’ll be joined 
by senior Delmar Chesley (97 tackles, two 
interceptions) on the inside, and senior 
Michael Williams (64) and junior Craig 
Hartsuyker (63) on the outside. Joining 
Carrier and Colter in the secondary will be 
senior cornerback Ernest Spears, Senior 
Dwayne Garner or sophomore Marvin 
Pollard are expected to fill the vacancy 
created by Chris Hale’s graduation. 

Junior Quin Rodriguez (14 of 20 on field 
goal attempts) will handle the place-kick- 
ing chores for the third year, while sopho- 
more Ron Dale should take over for gradu- 
ated punter Chris Sperle. 


—R.M. 


AT A GLANCE 


1989 SCHEDULE 

Sept. 2, Illinois; Sept. 16, Utah 
State; Sept. 23, Ohio State; Sept. 30, at 
Washington State; Oct. 7, Washington; Oct. 
14, at California; Oct. 21, at Notre Dame; 
Oct. 28, Stanford; Nov. 4, Oregon State; 
Nov. 11, at Arizona; Nov. 18, UCLA. 


BOWL BOUND IF 
The world doesn't end tomorrow or the Tro- 
jans don’t become overconfident after 
reading all the preseason predictions. 


WILL HIT THE SKIDS IF 
Marinovich turns out to be a total dud as 
Rodney Peete's successor at quarterback 
and/or Southern Cal is hit by a severe case 
of complacency. Smith won't let that hap- 
pen. 


WHAT THE IRISH MUST DO TO WIN 
Make use of the homefield advantage — it 
will be ND's first home game in a month — 
hit on at least two big plays at the right time 
and avoid costly turnovers. 


INSIDE SCOOP 
Eight times since the series began in 1926, 
either Notre Dame or USC has been ranked 
No. 1 when the two teams have met. Only 
six times in the past 49 years have one of 
them not been in the Top 20 when they 
squared off. 


PREDICTION 
Notre Dame 20, Southern Cal 14. Notre 
Dame has won six in a row against USC 
and Lou Holtz has won his first three tries. 
Look for both streaks to be extended 


Curvin Richards didn’t see a football 
game until he was 10 years old. And he 
didn’t see any playing time in his freshman 
season at Pitt last fall until starter Adam 
Walker was injured in the third game. 

But once the Trinidad native finally did 
get a chance to play, he ran with it. By 
season's end, Richards had run his way into 
the Pitt record book. 

Three times last year Richards rushed 
for more than 200 yards in a game and he 
finished 11th in the nation in rushing with 
an average of 111.6 yards per game — an 
average held down by his 17-carry, 78-yard 
performance against the Irish. His 1,228 
yards was the seventh-best total for a fresh- 
man in NCAA history. 

The only other Pitt freshman to rush for 
over 1,000 yards in a season was Tony 
Dorsett, the Panthers’ lone Heisman Tro- 
phy winner. Dorsett is also the only Pitt 
back to rush for 200 yards or more ina game 
three times in one season. 

Unlike Dorsett, though, Richards hasn't 
won a Heisman — at least not yet. But he 
did receive several postseason honors. He 
was named Rookie of the Year by the ECAC, 
The Sporting News and United Press Inter- 
national and was a first-team All-East se- 
lection. 

Naturally, Richards has been compared 
to Dorsett. Some Panther watchers think he 
can be better than Dorsett before his career 
ends. How much better can Richards get? 

“I don’t know,” he said. “Things like 
being All-America, stories in the newspa- 
pers, things like that aren’t important to 
me. My mother always told me, ‘Don’t 
worry about what they write about you. All 
that matters is being yourself, being the 
best you can be.’ 

“Tony Dorsett was a great running back 
and I watched him on TV when I was little. 
It’s nice to have come to the same school he 
came to. But I’m not competing against 
Tony Dorsett. Ican only do what I can do. I 
can’t really compare myself to him. I can’t 
try to achieve the things he’s done.” 

Richards, 5-foot-10 and 190 pounds, not 
only has great speed — he was clocked at 
10.7 seconds in the 100-meter dash — he 
has great strength and slashing ability. 

“Curvin’s got something that’s hard to 
explain,” Pitt Coach Mike Gottfried said. 
“He's got such a strong lower body, such 
strong legs, that tacklers will just bounce off 
of him and people can’t wrap him up. 

“He's one of those backs who will come 
out of a lot of tackles. You think he’s down 
and all ofasudden he comes out. We knew 
he wasa good back when we recruited him. 
We just didn’t know he would be so good.” 

Richards averaged only 4.6 yards per 
carry in Pitt's 30-20 loss to Notre Dame at 
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Richards broke the 1,000-yard mark in 1988, 
but managed only 78 against Notre Dame. 


Pitt Stadium. And after losing the final two 
games of the season to finish 6-5, Pitt's bowl 
hopes went out the window. 

Several key players are gone from last 
year’s team, including two-time All-Ameri- 
can guard Mark Stepnoski, All-American 
linebacker Jerry Olsavsky, second-team All- 
American defensive end Burt Grossman, 
cornerback Cornell Holloway, wide receiver 
Bill Osborn, offensive tackle Tom Ricketts 
and free safety Troy Washington. 

But the Panthers won't miss anyone more 
than Darnell Dickerson, who was the start- 
ing quarterback in '88 and part of '87. Aca- 
demics forced him to drop out of school. 
(Gone for the same reason is punter Yusef 
Washington.) 

Dickerson was the team's No. 2 rusher 
last year, with 555 yards. He also threw for 
1,599 yards and seven TDs. 


Dickerson's backup last year, Larry 
Wanke, is also gone. Over the winter, 
months before Dickerson dropped out, 
Wanke transferred to Case Western -- a 
move that he no doubt now regrets. Sopho- 
more Alex Van Pelt, junior transfer Scott 
Stark, and incoming freshmen Gary Clay- 
ton from Birmingham, Ala., and Erie Prep 
star Mike Heberle will contend for the job. 

Defensively, atleast, the Panthers should 
be strong again. Last season, Pitt was sec- 
ond in the country in pass defense (allow- 
ing 118.9 yards per game) and fourth in 
total defense (254.2). 

Senior Alonzo Hampton, a second-team 
All-American, returns at cornerback. Other 
key returnees are senior lineman Tom Sims 
(78 tackles, 8 1/2 sacks), sophomore line- 
backers Curtis Bray (68 tackles) and Ri- 
cardo McDonald (53) and sophomore line- 
men Mike Chalenski (50) and Jeff Esters 
(30). 

Junior defensive tackle Marc Spindler, 
considered one of the top linemen in the 
country, is being counted on, too. Spindler 
was injured in the fifth game last year and 
missed the rest of the season. 

Despite the losses, Gottfried still has 14 
starters returning in 1989. The big question, 
though, is can Pitt regroup and still be ef- 
fective now that opposing defenses are sure 
to be keying on Richards, and maybe only 
Richards? 

“All I know is we play the top three 
teams in the country (from last season) — 
No. 1 Notre Dame, No. 2 West Virginia and 
No. 3 Miami — this year,” said Gottfried, 
19-14-1 in three seasons. “Obviously, with 
our schedule, we're going to have to play 
very well every week to be successful.” 

—R.M. 


AT A GLANCE 


1989 SCHEDULE 

Sept 2, Pacific; Sept. 9, at Boston College; 
Sept. 23, Syracuse; Sept. 30, at West Vir- 
ginia: Oct. 7, at Temple; Oct. 14; Navy; Oct. 
28, at Notre Dame; Nov. 11, Miami (Fla.); 
Nov. 18, East Carolina, Nov. 25, Penn 
State; Dec. 2, Rutgers in Emerald Isle 
Classic, in Dublin, Ireland 


BOWL BOUND IF 
The Panthers somehow are able to over- 
come the loss of Dickerson. 


WILL HIT THE SKIDS IF 
Athletic Director Ed Bozik is responsible for 
getting a bowl bid. Last year, Bozik an- 
nounced the Panthers were going to a 
bowl, but two days later, they got snubbed. 
Consequently, Pitt lost its final two contests 


of the season. 


WHAT THE IRISH MUST DO TO WIN 
Hold Richards to less than 100 yards, run 
the ball against Pitt's stingy defense and 
treat Pitt with respect — before Dickerson 
was lost, it had the makings of a great club. 


INSIDE SCOOP 
Pitt has beaten Notre Dame three out of the 
last four times. Gottfried is 1-1 against Lou 
Holtz. 


PREDICTION 
Notre Dame 28, Pitt 10. Both teams have 
explosive offenses, but without Dickerson 
the Panthers will not have enough fire- 
power to beat the Irish at home in South 
Bend. 
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Navy 


Elliot Uzelac knew what he was getting 
into, he just didn’t know how deep he was 
getting into it. 

When Uzelac accepted the head coach- 
ing job at Navy in December 1986, after five 
seasons as an assistant to Bo Schembechler 
at the University of Michigan, he did so, 
“with my eyes open.” He knew the Wolver- 
ines had been winning as many games ina 
month as the Midshipmen had been win- 
ning in an entire season the last few years. 
He knew it wasn’t going to be easy. 

But what he didn’t know was how long 
it was going to take to get the Navy ship 
back on course. 

“T found out they were much farther 
down than I thought,” Uzelac said. “I felt 
after that first spring and that first fall that 
it would take four or five years to turn 
things around.” 

Uzelac's squad went 2-9 during that first 
fall. Last year, the Midshipmen finished 3- 
8, with the only victories coming against 
James Madison, Delaware and Yale. 

“There wassome improvement,” Uzelac 
said. “We're making some progress. I'd like 
to have us make ita lot faster, but you don’t 
rebuild in one or two years after five or six 
losing seasons. That just doesn’t happen. 

“We don’t have the opportunities of a ci- 
vilian school. We can’t sign junior college 
transfers. We can’t accept marginal stu- 
dents. It’s just something we're going to 
have to work through.” 

Not too long ago, Navy was working its 
way to bowl games under George Welsh. 
The Middies went 8-3 and to the Holiday 
Bowl in 1978, 8-3 and to the Garden State 
Bowl in 1980, and 7-3-1 and to the Liberty 
Bowl in 1981. But then Welsh left for Vir- 
ginia. The Middies still haven't been able to 
plug that leak. 

Gary Tranquill managed a 6-5 year with 
Welsh’s players in 1982, but Navy hasn't 
won more than four games in a season 
since. Worse, it hasn’t beatena Division I-A 
opponent in its last 20 tries. 

“Overall, everything was just down, 
There wasn’t any one thing I could put my 
finger on,” said Uzelac, anassistant at Navy 
(1971-72), Michigan (1973-74), the head 
coach at Western Michigan (1975-81) and 
an assistant at Michigan again (1982-86) 
prior to taking over in Annapolis. 

“Basically, there are two things we need 
to do to get better. We need to improve the 
physical and mental abilities of our players. 
We have to work much harder in the offsea- 
son. And we need to recruit great athletes. 
We need better athletes at the skill posi- 
tions.” 

Uzelac also would like to take a page or 
two from Army’s book in bringing the Mid- 
shipmen back. In 1987, he installed the 
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Entering his third season as coach, Uzelac 
has the Midshipmen's hopes on the rise. 


wishbone offense, the very same attack 
Navy’s rival academies, Air Force and 
Army, are prospering with. Uzelac would 
also like to “adjust” a schedule that in- 
cluded several patsies, and the likes of Pitt, 
Notre Dame, Syracuse and South Carolina 
in 1988. Navy lost those four by acombined 
142-42 tally -- although ND only won by a 
22-7 margin. 

What Uzelac does have going for him is 
the return of 14 starters and 24 lettermen, 
including at least one dominant player on 
offense and defense. 

In 6-foot, 190-pound junior quarterback 


Alton Grizzard, Uzelac sees “an excellent 
competitor who has really matured during 
his first two years.” Grizzard has led the 
team in rushing the past two seasons and 
established two Navy records (rushing 
yards for a QB ina season, 633, and career 
rushing yards for a QB, 1,152) in the proc- 
ess. 

So talented an athlete is Grizzard that 
Uzelac moved him to wide receiver for a 
couple of games last season in an effort to 
beef up the offense, and to take advantage 
of backup Gary MclIntosh’s ability. McIn- 
tosh, a 6-2, 205-pound junior, had five rush- 
ing TDs in 1988, one behind Grizzard’s 
team-leading six, and led Navy with 504 
passing yards. 

Defensively, free safety Bob Weissen- 
fels, a 6-0, 193-pound senior, led Navy in 
tackles (94), passes broken up (eight), forced 
fumbles (three) and interceptions (two). 
“And he missed the second half of the 
season with an injury,” Uzelac said of 
Weissenfels, who hurt his shoulder against 
Pitt and missed Navy’s last four games. 
“He's a bona fide player.” Uzelac would 
like to havea few more of those around. But 
he’s determined to keep working to make 
what he has better until the increased re- 
cruiting efforts pay off. 

“We'll be better,” Uzelac said of Navy's 
prospects for 1989. “We'll be more com- 
petitive, a whole lot more competitive. 

“Right now, it’s difficult. But I knew it 
was going to be like this going in. I wanted 
to coach here. I think it’s important to win 
here. And I guarantee you, we will win 
here. But it’s going to take some time.” 

—M.P. 


AT A GLANCE 


1989 SCHEDULE 

Sept. 16, Brigham Young; Sept. 23, The 
Citadel; Sept. 30, at North Carolina; Oct. 7, 
Air Force; Oct. 14, at Pittsburgh; Oct. 21, at 
Boston College; Oct. 28, James Madison; 
Nov. 4, at Notre Dame; Nov. 11, Syracuse; 
Nov. 18, at Delaware; Dec. 9, Army (at 
Giants Stadium, East Rutherford, N.J.). 


BOWL BOUND IF 


Navy can come up with an extra year of eli- 
gibility for Roger Staubach, Napoleon Mc- 
Callum and Eddie Meyers, get them in shape 
and get them in uniform nine or 10 times this 
season. 


WILL HIT THE SKIDS IF 
They don't change their schedule, and fast. 
Navy simply isn't in the league of Brigham 
Young, North Carolina, Syracuse, Notre 
Dame and Pittsburgh right now -- although 


Uzelac has the Midshipmen moving in the 
right direction, 


WHAT THE IRISH MUST DO TO WIN 
Retain what it learned in defensing Air 
Force's wishbone, which is somewhat simi- 
lar to Navy's ‘bone. 


INSIDE SCOOP 
Navy has had 34 players achieve first team 
All-America status over the years, but only 
three since 1963 - defensive back Chet 
Moeller in 1975 and McCallum, a running 
back, in 1983 and 1985. 


PREDICTION 
Notre Dame 45, Navy 13. Save the women 
and children first; Lou Holtz won't let ND 
forget how close (22-7) last year's game 
was. You can be sure it won't happen 
again. 
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South Bend & Mishawaka 


W...: is it about South Bend/Misha- 
waka that holds such vast appeal for na- 
tives, newcomers, and visitors alike? Why 
does this community continue to capture the 
following kudos on a regular basis? A visit to 
the area may hold the answer. 

South Bend was chosen by the Wall 
Street Journal in 1983 as a member of the 
“middle American honor roll” -- a group of 
eight cities around the country chosen on 
the basis of a desirable balance. Income, 
age, cost of living, population, and other 
factors were combined to produce an 
“average” lifestyle, particularly desirable to 
those who seek to avoid extremes in any 
fashion. As the South Bend Tribune pointed 
out in response to the city’s selection, 
“average is not something to be ashamed of, 
it is something to capitalize on. It is not me- 
diocrity, it is balance.” 

And in 1985 Rand McNally rated South 
Bend/Mishawaka ninth in America’s best 
small metro areas (population less than 
250,000). Cities in the competition were 
rated on climate, housing costs, health care, 


"Experience Michiana" 


Welcome to the inaugural edition of 
“Experience Michiana!” 

Whether you're a first-time visitor to 
the region, a Notre Dame or St. Mary's 
grad returning, or along-time resident, 
we're sure you'll agree that there are a 
wealth of things to see and experience 
in Michiana. 

We hope this guide will serve to 
whet your appetite, and to propel you to 
visit this wonderful region. 


Z Ly 
Z 
Z 
Z 
Z a 


i] 
o 
= 
= 
[—j 
= 
ok 
= 
o 
= 
77) 


To advertise in next year's “Expe- 
rience Michiana," contact Greg 
Woodman at 1-800-635-6331. 


“Experience Michiana” is published once a year by Cam- 
pus Communications, 7020 Golden Ring Rd., Baltimore, 
MD 21237, This magazine is published free of charge for 
the purpose of “Bringing Notre Dame to You.” If you are 
interested in obtaining copies for friends or business pur- 
poses, direct your requests to George Severine at the the 
above address or call 1-800-635-6331. Reproduction or 
reuse of any part of this magazine is strictly forbidden 
without the permission of the publisher. Vol. 1, No. 1. 


Special thanks to Mark Schober of Indigan 
Enterprises and the South Bend Chamber of 
Commerce. 


On the cover: Notre Dame's Golden Dome and 
Tippecanoe Place, South Bend. 


crime, transportation, education and eco- 
nomic conditions. 

Then, in 1988, Inc. magazine ranked 
South Bend 18th out of 156 rated communi- 
ties for its “attempts to capture the eco- 
nomic yeastiness of a community -- the ex- 
tent to which it has offered a good climate 
for starting and growing companies over a 
five year period.” 

Geographically, the region is found in the 
heart of America’s Midwestern section, 
combining forests with prairie land rich in 
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farming. Its northcentral location within the 
state of Indiana provides easy access to the 
sand dunes, the clean waters of Lake 
Michigan and the fast-paced city of Chicago, 
only a 90-minute drive via the Indiana Toll 
Road. 

South Bend and its sister city, Misha- 
waka, are cities rich in history and full of 
traditions. The heritage of the people in this 
community find their roots in countries 
around the globe. 


continued 


PROGRESS, 
(COMMUNITY 
OF TRADITION 


Joseph E. Kernan, Mayor 


To find out what South Bend 
has to offer your business or 
industry, contact: 


Department of Economic 
Development 


1200 County-City Building 


South Bend, Indiana 46601 


Phone: (219) 284-9371 
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continued 

The central location, the toll road and a 
hub airport just five minutes from the down- 
town (with 67 flights daily) explain why the 
community is so often chosen for conven- 
tions and meetings. The other major draw is 
the Century Center, a world class conven- 
tion complex. Located on the west bank of 
the beautiful St. Joseph River, the site of 
South Bend’s first school house, Century 
Center was designed by the world renowned 
team of Cleveland-born, Harvard-educated, 
Philip Johnson and John Burgee (Notre 
Dame ’56). Along with its inspiring architec- 
ture, the Center has 45,000 square feet of 
exhibit space, 11 break-out rooms, a theatre 
with a large thrust stage, a museum and an 
art gallery all under one roof. The Center is 
connected to an island park, which has 
become not only the focal point of local 
events but also a favorite of conventioneers. 

When these facilities are combined with 
those of the Center for Continuing Educa- 
tion and the Joyce Athletic and Convention 
Center at the University of Notre Dame, it’s 
no wonder that major conventions such as 
the International Plate and Collectibles 
Exposition, and the Midwest Modular and 
RV Show have found a permanent home in 
this much-lauded community. 

Beginning in the summer of ’87 the call of 
“Play ball!” could be heard in downtown 
South Bend at the new 5,000 seat Stanley 
Coveleski Regional Stadium, home of the 
South Bend White Sox minor league base- 
ball team. 


L. addition to baseball, the downtown 
also boasts the only man-made white water 
kayak course in all of North America, the 
East Race Water Way. The prestigious Mid- 
America Slalom Series/World Cup is just 
one of the many events that is held on the 
course. Serious competitors are not the only 
ones to enjoy the fun of white water rafting. 
Local residents and visitors alike enjoy the 
thrill of the rapids. 

The paths along the banks of the river 
and waterway are used extensively for re- 
laxing, walking and jogging. A physical fit- 
ness course has been designed along the 
adjoining river area. The entire course and 
surrounding area have been attractively 
landscaped and are well lighted. Originally 
started as a redevelopment project, the East 
Race area has become a focal point for both 
the local community and visitors alike. 

Tippecanoe Place is a “not-to-be-missed” 
tourist attraction and restaurant. This 
Clement Studebaker mansion built in 1889 
consists of 40 rooms boasting 21 unique and 
distinctive fireplaces. The restored mansion 
is a key to the history of South Bend. 


Soon Bend/Mishawaka is a shop- 
per’s delight. It has everything from small, 
specialty gift stores to large discount malls. 
The historic 100 Center complex, originally 
the Kamm-Schellinger brewery at the turn 
of the century, has excellent specialty gift 
stores such as The Calico Garden, antique, 
imported goods shops and a theatre. Ona 
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larger scale, the area has two large 
shopping malls with more than 100 stores 
each, a large outlet mall, two new discount 
shopping plazas and several smaller 
shopping centers. 

The area offers many cultural opportuni- 
ties year round. The South Bend Symphony 
Orchestra, with its Classic, Chamber and 
Midwest Pops series, features guest musi- 
cians from around the world each season. 
Performances are at the beautiful downtown 
Morris Civic Auditorium, a Spanish 
Renaissance Revival building constructed in 
1929 as a “movie place,” now on the 
National Registry of Historic Places. The 
Morris Civic Auditorium also hosts Broad- 
way productions each year, 

South Bend has several of its own theatre 
companies, including the South Bend Civic 
Theatre, the Acting Ensemble and The Com- 
pany. These companies perform both older 
“classics” and new works by up-and-coming 
playwrights. The Southhold Dance Theatre 
brings ballet and other forms of dance to the 
stage throughout the year, including “The 
Nutcracker” each Christmas season. 


\ abound. For automobile 
fanciers, there’s the Studebaker National 
Museum. This collection spans a century of 
Studebaker automobile-making, featuring 
vehicles from each decade of production. 
Although the plant closed in 1963 the 
community maintains its pride and 


enthusiasm for the “Stude.” History buffs 
will find the Northern Indiana Historical 
Society Museum, founded in 1895, both 
interesting and informative. It houses 
excellent permanent and temporary exhibits 
which trace the history of the area. 

The Hannah Lindahl Children’s Museum, 
whose motto is “Please Do Touch,” explores 
history, science and culture in a way that is 
fun and educational for children. The per- 
manent and traveling exhibits at the Art 
Center's Galleries, located in the Century 
Center, feature local, regional and national 
artists. 

The Snite Museum on the campus of 
Notre Dame is recognized as having one of 
the outstanding university collections. 
Other area art museums include On Exhibit 
and the Colfax Cultural Art Center, which 
feature local and regional artists. 

Mishawaka is the site of the new Japa- 
nese gardens Shiojiri Niwa, an outgrowth of 
a successful sister city program with 
Shiojiri, Japan. The landscape artist of 
Shiojiri Niwa, Shofi Kanaoka, is also the 
landscape artist at Disney World’s Epcot 
Center. 

The Potawatomi Zoo is a real jewel in the 
Midwest. It is the home of a wide assort- 
ment of animals and has been accredited by 
the American Association of Zoological 
Parks and Aquariums. It is truly a must 
stop on your visit here. With thousands of 
visitors each year, the Potawatomi Zoo has 
grown to be one of the most visited attrac- 
tions in Northern Indiana. 


THIS Is JUST THE 
BEGINNING. 


Every year, thousands of people 
visit the University of Notre 
Dame to experience all its rich 


academic and athletic traditions, And when they arrive. 
they discover something else. Notre Dame is just the 


@4 beginning. Just one of the many inter- 
esting and exciting facets of the 
South Bend/Mishawaka area. From 


the Studebaker National Museum to North America’s 
only downtown whitewater 
rapids. From Amish country to 
the beaches of Lake Michigan, 


we ve got it all. 
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South Bend/Mishawaka Area Chamber of Commerce (219) 234-0079 
Host City for 1987 International Summer Special Olympics Games 
Call for your free Tour Planner's Guide 


Elkhart County 


| pene County has many claims to 
fame. It is the center for the manufactured 
housing/recreational vehicle/van conversion 
industry, an important source of compo- 
nents for the electronics industry and the 
musical instrument manufacturing capital 
of the world, Coachmen Industries, Skyline, 
Holiday Rambler and Reese are among the 
more than 95 firms involved in the RV/ 
Housing industry. C.G. Conn, Selmer, 
Gemeinhardt, Emerson and Babbitt are 
among the 15 companies that together 
produce one half of the nation’s output of 
musical instruments. 

Miles and Whitehall Laboratories are 
based in Elkhart and produce such well 
known products as Alka Seltzer, One-A-Day 
vitamins, Anacin and Dristan. Less visible 
but just as widespread, are the various elec- 
tronic components made in Elkhart for use 
in television sets, radios, stereos, automobile 
engines and other products. 

Some of the spots that you must see 
include the Mennonite-Amish Visitors 
Center in Middlebury, known as Menno- 
Hof. The 12,000-square-foot complex tells 
the story of persecution, martyrdom, immi- 
gration and present-day mission and relief 
work. It is the place to go to learn about the 
life-style and heritage of Mennonite and 
Amish people. 

Other highlights of the Amish Country 
include Das Dutchman Essenhaus in Mid- 
dlebury and Amish Acres in Nappanee, 
where you can experience a bit of what life 
was and is like. Amish Acres is a historic 
farm with many restored buildings offering 
tours, buggy rides and craft demonstrations. 
Both offer traditional Amish cooking in 
rustic atmospheres. 

The antique collector will find Elkhart 
County a mecca offering furniture, farm 
tools, bells and much more. There are many 
antique shops and auction barns. The big 
daddy of the auctions can be found every 
Tuesday and Wednesday at the Shipshe- 
wana Auction and Flea Market, known as 
the “Trading Place of America.” But you 
better get there early to browse through the 
more than 900 vendors’ booths. 

For the non-antique shopper, there are 
two major malls. The Concord Mall in 
Elkhart offers shoppers selections from over 
80 stores. The Pierre Moran Mall, also in 
Elkhart, offers an additional 50 stores for 
your shopping pleasure. The downtown 
retailers in Elkhart, Nappanee and Goshen 
would be quick to point out what they have 
to offer. In fact, Elkhart is in the process of 
rejuvenating its downtown area. 


P.... of interest in Elkhart County 
include the Ruthmere Museum, built in 
1908 is a splendid example of turn of the- 
century opulence. The elegant limestone 
mansion features elaborate walnut wood- 
work, antique furnishings, paintings and 
silk wall coverings and draperies. 


A thriving Amis 
But the story of the 


community provides Elkhart County with a basis for tourism. 
nish is more than a tourist attraction. In fact, if the tourists 


went away, the Amish would change very little. These deeply religious, hardwork- 


ing people live just as their ancestors did a century ago. The hors 


ind buggy is the 


most common mode of transportation. Many bed and breakfast inns offer a first- 
hand taste of the lifestyle with extensive tour through the Amish Country. 


The Bonneyville Mill, listed on the Na- 
tional Register of Historic Places, is more 
than 150 years old and is still in use. It is 
Indiana’s oldest continuously operating 
water-powered gristmill. You can purchase 
flour and meal ground daily from corn, 
wheat, buckwheat and rye. 


TT: cultural scene in Elkhart 
County is the source by many organizations 
presenting the fine arts. The Elkhart 
County Symphony, Elkhart Municipal 
Band, Elkhart Concert Club and Elkhart 
Symphony Chorus provide a wide range of 
musical entertainment covering the classics, 
outdoor band concerts at the Naughton Park 


WANT TO SEE A 
NOTRE DAME 
GAME? 


Band Shell, pops and much more. 

The theatre in Elkhart is alive and well 
with such groups as the Elkhart Civic 
Theatre and Playhouse Productions 
performing regularly scheduled renditions of 
musicals, comedies and dramas. Theatres 
like the Bristol Opera House make these 
events more delightful. 

One of the region’s cultural assets in the 
relatively new Midwest Museum of 
American Art. A showcase of 19th and 20th 
century American Art is displayed in seven 
galleries totaling 7,500 square feet of 
exhibition space. Norman Rockwell 
lithographs and works by Grandma Moses 
and other American masters highlight the 
distinguished collection housed here. 
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REDDEN TRAVEL SERVICE 


1721 Lincolnway East, South Bend, IN 46613 
1-800-627-0153 


“OPERATING NOTRE DAME TOURS SINCE 1936" 
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LaPorte 
County 


W..: you consider what LaPorte 
County has to offer, Lake Michigan and the 
ever beautiful Dunes are the first things 
that come to mind. And it’s true, Laporte 
County is located in the heart of the Indiana 
Dune Country. 

However, LaPorte County offers much 
more than scenery. Major companies such 
as Howmet, Jamar Ruby, Whirlpool, Tele- 
dyne and others have plants here. The 
quality of life is based on much more than 
tourism, 

Tourism, of course, does play an impor- 
tant part in an economic picture that is also 
LaPorte County. Just an hour's drive from 
Chicago and a half hour from South Bend, 
LaPorte County is a year-round destination 
that offers a wide range of activities for the 
tourist. It has been said that “...even Lake 
Michigan stops here.” It is reputed that this 
is the spot where “Hoosier Hospitality” 
begins. 

Lake Michigan and the inspirational In- 
diana Dunes combine to offer a spectacular 
attraction that is a must for any tourist 
coming close to LaPorte County. There are 
miles of glittering shoreline; public beaches 
for swimming, water skiing, picnicking, or 
showing-off your beautiful tan. Miles of 
biking, hiking and bridal trails exist for 
your enjoyment in the Indiana Dunes State 
and National Parks. You can study the bogs 
and wide variety of flora and fauna that 
thrive here. You can climb one of the highest 
living dunes, Mount Baldy, and watch hang 
gliders sail into the sky and land on the 
beach below. Romantic strolls on the beach 
watching the sun set are made just for you 
in LaPorte County. 

If fishing is your game, sport fishing all 
along the lakeshore is a big business and a 
popular one at that. LaPorte County is 
“-home to the largest charter fleet on the 
Lake...” and the experienced captains know 
how and where to find “the big ones...and 
how to send fishermen home happy.” 

The season is a long one with river and 
ice fishing on the inland lakes occurring 
through the winter. From spring through 
fall, it’s out on the big lake. Whether it’s 
Coho, Chinock, Steelhead, Skamania or 
Walleye, you can catch them in LaPorte 
County. 

Be pampered in one of the county's many 
bed and breakfast or country inns, while 
experiencing the lake or touring the coun- 
tryside. If touring in the fall, stop to pick 
your own fruits and vegetables from one of 
the many U-Pick orchards and farms, You 
might also think that the leaves are explod- 
ing into their magnificent autumn colors 
just for you. 

Come back in the winter for some of the 
area's most scenic cross country skiing. 
Miles of wooded and open trails in the 
Dunes allow you to see the awesome Lake 
Michigan as it “sleeps.” 

No matter what season you decide to 
visit LaPorte County, your stay would not 
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Sport fishing is a popular pastime on the waters of Lake Michigan. 


be complete without visiting the many 
attractions that make Laporte County 
unique. The Washington Park Zoo is one of 
Indiana’s oldest zoos and is located right on 
the lakeshore in Michigan City. A petting 
zoo is always nice for children to enjoy. 

The Old Lighthouse Museum in Michi- 
gan City is Indiana’s only lighthouse. Built 
in 1858, it features the keeper's living and 
sleeping quarters, exhibits on marine lore, 
shipbuilding tools and rare Fourth Order 
Fresnel lens. 

Also in Michigan City, the Barker 
Mansion and Civic Center is the opulent 38- 
room Victorian home of millionaire industri- 
alist John Barker. Entered in the National 
Register of Historic Places, the mansion 
features rare woods, marbles and a sunken 
garden, 


O.. of the star attractions of 
LaPorte County is the Hesston Steam 
Museum. Discover a forgotten era at an 
unusual outdoor museum where you can 
ride behind a genuine coal-fired steam 
locomotive through 155 acres of rolling 
meadows and deep forests on a two-mile 
railway line. The museum features one of 
the most varied collections of operating 
steam equipment in the United States, with 
stationary and traction engines, a sawmill 
and much more. 

The Lighthouse Place Outlet Village in 
Michigan City has more than 50 stores 
operated by the the country’s top manufac- 
turers of apparel, china, shoes, leather- 
goods, kitchen products and much more. An 
enclosed mall with the major retailers offers 
additional specialty goods. 

Visitors can spend days exploring the 
area’s antique and gift shops for that special 
piece or gift. It seems that every other shop 
in the city of LaPorte is an antique shop. 
The Coachman Antique Mall is a good 
example. The Maple Lane Mall in LaPorte 
offers shoppers an additional selection of 
products. 

In the city of LaPorte you can also find 
the LaPorte County Museum. With more 
than 20,000 items on display, the county 
museum houses LaPorte County family 


heirlooms and the W.A, Jones collection of 
antique firearms and weapons. 

The performing arts are certainly not 
forgotten, what with The Canterbury 
Theatre Festival Players Guild, Danspace 
Theatre, Dunes Summer Theatre, Footlight 
Players, LaPorte Little Theatre and the 
LaPorte Symphony Orchestra. 

The Community Center for the Arts in 
Michigan City offers visitors and residents 
fine art in a building that complements the 
art on the walls and floors. The vestibule 
and main hall are done in marble, with 
decorations in stucco work. The marble 
grand staircase leads to a landing with 
ornamental stained glass windows. The 
CCA presents fine art exhibits and classes. 
Three galleries show the permanent and 
temporary displays featuring local, regional 
and international artists. 

So, for a day of fun, a getaway weekend 
or a family vacation to remember, discover 
the delights of LaPorte County. 


All aboard at the Hesston Steam Museum. 
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By Kathryn Zerler 


In Berrien County, a 
great source of fun is 
"The lake." 


- Level wooded sites aa 
* The area's newest Ce iis 
full-service campground aime 

* Full hook-up 

* Tent villages 

* Kamping Kabins ‘ 

Pi : Just two miles northeast of the Indiana 
Kamper Kitchens Toll Road (I-80/90) on Indiana 23. 

* Tent sites 


. . P 50707 Princess Way « Granger, IN 46530 
Heated swimming pool (219) 277-1335 


° Sports and athletic facilities Franchise of Kampgrounds of America, Inc. 


Present this ad and get a $2.00 family discount 
on your first night's stay 


\ \ riting “Why I like living in 


Berrien County” is like writing “My 
Summer Vacation.” Berrien has the stuff of 
vacations —miles of public beaches, acres of 
orchards, wineries, festivals, golf courses, 
rivers to fish, campgrounds, a cavern of tufa, 
tennis courts, and The lake. 

Here, in the southwest corner of Michi- 
gan, we call Lake Michigan “The lake” — 
with a capital “T.” And everyone knows 
what we mean. It’s been said that “you’re 
never more than 20 minutes from our 
magnificent shoreline in Berrien County.” 

Beachcombing is free and the view is 
fantastic — 42 miles of sandy beaches, the 
longest in the world. Enjoy sail or power 
boating, swimming, skiing, tubing, canoe- 
ing, kayaking. Go fishing or charter a river 
boat excursion. Experiment with windsurf- 
ing, body surfing, sailboarding or a jet ski. 
Hang gliding and ballooning? People do 
them all near the shores of The lake. 

If you’re a landlubber, head east — 
although it will be hard to miss the 86 
inland lakes and 500 miles of rivers and 
streams. There are also 18 golf courses, 
more than 100 parks and nature preserves, 
cross country trails and a downhill resort, a 
petting zoo, a nationally accredited art 
museum and symphony orchestra, a 
cranberry bog, and much more in the way of 
play, recreation and education. 


\ \ ith an estimated population of 


164,000, Berrien County has eight indus- 
trial parks, five major highways, bus, rail 
and truck lines, a deep water port, an 
airport with connections to O’Hare and 
Midway and hundreds of agricultural 
acreage. Groups like the Southwest 
Michigan Community Growth Alliance and 
the Berrien County Economic Development 
Department stay on top of business trends 
and statistics. 

Just want to have fun? Benton Harbor 
and St. Joseph host the state’s oldest 
festival, Blossomtime, drawing an estimated 
250,000 people annually. St. Joseph’s 
Venetian Festival and Art Fair, Eau Claire’s 
Cherry Festival and Buchanan’s Jazz 
Festival combine to make every July 
memorable. With Coloma’s Gladiola and 
Peach Festival, Niles’ Apple Festival and 
Three Oaks’ Apple Cider Century Tour, the 
fruitbelt is covered. 

Add numerous water festivals, fishing 
contests and boating regattas and living in 
Berrien County equals fun. High quality, 
family-oriented fun. For specifics in the 
travel and tourism industry, contact the 
Southwestern Michigan Tourist Association, 
the West Michigan Tourist Association, or 
the many city chambers of commerce. 

Most importantly, Berrien County is 
people. Friendly people who care about their 
families, their communities and their corner 
of the state. 


Kathryn Zerler is the director of St. Joseph 
Today. If you have any questions or would like more 
information about the vacation possibilities in 
Berrien County, call 616-982-6739 , or write to St. 
Joseph Today, 520 Pleasant Street, St. Joseph, MI. 
49085. 
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The Fighting Irish are out to defend their 
national title...and the 136-page Preview is 
there, inside the locker room and on the field 
to deliver the inside scoop on this year's Notre 
Dame squad. Inside the Preview: 


e Exclusive interview with Coach Lou Holtz 


¢ Special features, including: 
“Tony Rice: A Reluctant Hero” (and 
handicapping his Heisman chances) 
“The Notre Dame Mystique” 
“Can the Irish Repeat?” 


1988 National Title Season in review 
Complete preview of ’89 Fighting Irish and 


all their opponents 
Contributions by ESPN's Beano Cook and 
CBS sportscaster Brent Musburger 
Full-color action photos, statistics, full 
roster and depth charts 


The magazine for the serious Notre Dame fan! 


Order additional copies for friends or business associates 
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Forrest Gregg calls it the ultimate chal- 
lenge of his coaching career. Athletic Direc- 
tor Doug Single says it might be the biggest 
challenge any coach has ever faced. 

Both are referring to the monumental 
task of rebuilding the Southern Methodist 
University football program from scratch. 

“It is not going to be an easy job,’ Gregg 
admits. “I’m not going to try to tell you that 
itis. Butit’s nota job that’s insurmountable. 
Certainly, we're going to have to work, but 
we've gota pretty good product to sell here 
— Southern Methodist University.” 

The rebuilding process has been like a 
long journey back without a road map. 
Never before has a college football pro- 
gram had to try to rebound from the death 
penalty. 

“Obviously, there is no blueprint, no 
precedent, no worksheet for restarting a 
program from the basement level,’ Single 
said. “I think the last time anything even 
remotely like this was done was when 
Teddy Roosevelt banned football right af- 
ter the turn of the century.” 

The death penalty made football a dead 
issue at SMU the past two seasons. The 
school was first penalized for multiple in- 
fractions in 1985. But when alumni, boost- 
ers and coaches continued paying players, 
the NCAA guillotine came crashing down 
in February 1987. 

The 1987 season was canceled and SMU 
decided not to field a team last season be- 
cause of strict conditions imposed by the 
NCAA. 

However, the Mustangs did practice and 
scrimmage last fall. Gregg conducted vol- 
untary workouts and scrimmages four days 
a week for roughly 70 players. The fifth day 
was devoted to weightlifting and condi- 
tioning. 

“Conditioning will be very important 
when we play in 1989,” Gregg said. “We'll 
have to try to bein better condition than our 
opponents are because we're going to have 
fewer and younger people. 

“I want to develop a team that doesn’t 
make a lot mental mistakes and plays 60 
minutes of every game.” 

When the Mustangs open their season 
Sept. 2 at home against Rice, their roster 
will include 38 scholarship players — three 
from 1986, 15 from 1988 and 25 from this 
year — and 35 of those players will be 
either freshmen or sophomores. The re- 
maining 50 or so players will be walkons. 

“The toughest thing for us will be play- 
ing those first couple of years with fresh- 
men, sophomores and walkons,’”” Gregg 
said. 

“It's going to take some tough-minded 
players to withstand the pressure because 
we are going to be demanding.”’ 


Southern Methodist 


November 11, Notre Dame Stadium 


Only three scholarship players — wide 
receiver Mitch Glieber, defensive end Brett 
Kershaw and linebacker Ricky Roden — 
return from the 1986 team, which finished 
6-5. Glieber is the only letterman among the 
trio. 

“Mitch is unique,’’ Gregg said. “He had 
a chance to go other places, but he wanted 
to finish his career at SMU, scholastically 
and athletically. The fact that he stayed 
here is very meaningful to me. It took a lot 
of courage on his part to sit out for two sea- 
sons. He should be one of our leaders.” 

SMU will have some other new leaders 
as well. Single was brought in from North- 
western a year-and-a-half ago to clean up 
the athletic department. And a new presi- 
dent, Dr. Kenneth Pye, was brought in 
from Duke to straighten out the school’s 
tarnished academic reputation. 

Together, the two have tightened ad- 
mission standards for football players con- 
siderably and have altered the admissions 
process so that the football coach is no 
longer involved. They also have instituted 
a complicated system of academic and re- 
cruiting checks and balances. 

“SMU’'s credibility won’t come back 
simply because you say you won't cheat 
anymore,” Gregg said. “Only after a pe- 
riod of time will people realize what kind 
of program we run. It won’t happen with 
the snap of a finger.” 

The Mustangs have dropped Oklahoma 
and Boston College from their schedule 
and added North Texas State and Con- 
necticut this season. 

And although Irish the offered to allow 
SMU outofits contract, the Mustangs opted 
to meet the Irish. The question is, can SMU 
— which will play a full slate of Southwest 
Conference games — be competitive? 

“Thatall depends on definitions,” Single 
said. “There’s a vocal group among all 


Gregg knows this season won't be easy. 


universities that feels competitve athletics 
means having only championship teams, 
and Rose Bowls, Cotton Bowls or Orange 
Bowls. 

“My definition of competitiveness in our 
formative years —1989, ‘90 and ‘91 — will 
mean developing the opportunity to go 
into the fourth quarter witha chance to win. 
After we’ ve developed the program under 
new guidelines, competitiveness will mean 
having the opportunity to achieve a win- 
ning season in any given year,’ he said. 

“But a 6-5 season will not be a require- 
ment. Some years, 6-5 may not be good 
enough. Other years, it may be fantastic.” 

How much pressure will be put on 
Gregg to advance the program to the stage 
itreached in the mid-1980s, when Eric Dick- 
erson and Craig James made SMU a Top 10 
fixture? 

“Most of the pressure, if you're wortha 
nickel as a football coach, will come from 
within you,” Gregg said. 

“There’s certainly going to be pressure 
to win in this program, but that’s all part of 
it. More importantly, we want to build a 
football program the right way.” —R.M. 


AT A GLANCE 


1989 SCHEDULE 

Sept 2, Rice; Sept. 9, North Texas State; 
Sept. 16, Connecticut; Sept. 23, Texas at 
Dallas; Sept. 30, at Texas Christian Univer- 
sity; Oct. 14, Baylor; Oct. 21, at Houston; 
Nov. 4, at Texas A&M; Nov. 11, at Notre 
Dame; Nov. 18, Texas Tech; Nov. 25, at Ar- 
kansas. 


BOWL BOUND IF 
Every other Southwest Conference school 
is declared ineligible for post-season play. 


WILL HIT THE SKIDS IF 
The freshmen, sophomores and walk-ons 
don’t mature quickly, 


WHAT THE IRISH MUST DO TO WIN 
Not take the Mustangs lightly. 


INSIDE SCOOP 
Greggis the only person to participate in the 
Super Bowl as a starting player (Green Bay 
1966 and 1967, Dallas 1971) and as ahead 
coach (Cincinnati 1981). He also has been 
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame, 
in Canton. 


PREDICTION 
Notre Dame 45, SMU 3. It could get this bad 
even if the Fighting Irish feel sorry for the 
Mustangs and Lou Holtz pulls his starters at 
halftime. 
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If all had gone according to plan, Blair 
Thomas would have beena first-round pick 
in the National Football League draft in 
April. 

But that was before the Penn State tail- 
back tore anterior cruciate ligaments in his 
right knee in December 1987 and was forced 
to miss all of last season. Because of his 
injury and uncertain future, Thomas wasn’t 
expected to be drafted any higher than the 
fifth round by any of the 28 NFL teams. 

So, in mid-January, he decided to skip 
the draft and return to Penn State for his 
fifth-year of eligibility. But the question still 
remains: Is Thomas physically ready to play 
again? 

“T don’t feel there is anything I can’t do,” 
said Thomas, who was kept out of hitting in 
spring drills. “I feel good right now. I’m not 
afraid to go out there. Most people, once 
they get an injury, are tentative. I plan to go 
out this year and do things the same way.” 

If Thomas can recapture his old form — 
he rushed for 1,414 yards in 1987, the third 
best total in school history and was a third- 
team All-American — it would be a big 
boost for Penn State. 

With Thomas out of the starting lineupa 
year ago, the Nittany Lions suffered through 
their first losing season in 50 years, finish- 
ing 5-6. And Penn State’s top three rushers 
combined for just 18 more yards (1,432) 
than Thomas gained by himself in 1987. 

“I think Blair kind of underplayed his 
role on the team (in '87),”” Penn State Coach 
Joe Paterno said. “We have not had any- 
body in the 40 years I’ve been on this cam- 
pus who has worked harder, or practiced 
any harder, or been more committed or 
more loyal or who was better liked than 
Blair Thomas.” 

Before his injury, Paterno was touting 
Thomas for the Heisman Trophy. Now, 
Paterno is just praying for a healthy Tho- 
mas, who accounted for 70 percent of the 
Lions’ offense in 1987. “I’m not going to put 
any pressure on Blair to play at any stan- 
dards whatsoever,” Paterno said. 

Paterno, who begins his 24th season as 
head coach at age 62, had another key in- 
jury to contend with last season. Starting 
quarterback Tom Bill, a redshirt junior, suf- 
fered a dislocated kneecap in the third game 
and missed the rest of the season. Bill was 
replaced by Tony Sacca, the first true fresh- 
man to ever start at OB for Paterno. 

Sacca was 2-3 in five starts and com- 
pleted 54 of 146 passes for 821 yards, four 
touchdowns and five interceptions. He was 
replaced by since-graduated Lance Loner- 
gan in the final three games. 

Bill and Sacca are expected to battle for 
the starting quarterback job again this fall. 
Bill hit on 36 of 68 attempts for 476 yards, 
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Penn State 


| | November 18, Beaver Stadium 


Thomas can make or break the 1989 season for the Nittany Lions and Paterno. 


three TDs and two interceptions last year. 

However, Thomas’ return creates a log- 
jam at tailback. The top two rushers — 
junior Gary Brown (689 yards, 6 TDs) and 
Leroy Thompson (401 yards, 3 TDs) — re- 
turn, although Brown has been switched to 
the fullback spot. 

The Lions do have two big gaps to fill on 
offense. Wide receiver Michael Timpson, 
who led the team in receptions last season, 
opted not to return for his fifth year of 
eligibility, and two-time All-American 
guard Steve Wisniewski has graduated to 
the NEL. 

Defensively, the four top tacklers return 
— senior inside linebacker Andre Collins 
(110 stops), fifth-year senior inside line- 
backer Scott Gob (66), senior hero Brian 
Chizmar (56) and senior cornerback Sher- 
rod Rainge (51). 


The only key loss is Eddie Johnson, 
whom Paterno said was the best corner- 
back to ever play for him. Unfortunately for 
Penn State, Johnson played safety in his 
final season with the Lions. 

Penn State had 28 first-year players on 
lastseason’s team, and withsomuch youth, 
Paterno is confident he can get the Lions 
back on the winning track. In fact, he has 
even talked about making another run ata 
national championship before he retires in 
the next few years. 

“I feel there is a good nucleus here,” 
Paterno said. “It’s a question of whether the 
intangibles come to the front. Potential never 
won anything.” 

Irish Coach Lou Holtz, whose team 
whipped Penn State, 21-3, last season at 
Notre Dame Stadium, agreed with Paterno: 
“Penn State will be back.” —R.M. 


AT A GLANCE 


1989 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 9, Virginia; Sept. 16, Temple; Sept. 
23, Boston College; Sept. 30, at Texas; 
Oct. 7, at Rutgers; Oct. 14, at Syracuse; 
Oct. 28, Alabama: Nov. 4, West Virginia: 
Nov. 11, at Maryland; Nov. 18, Notre Dame; 
Nov. 25, at Pittsburgh. 


BOWL BOUND IF 
Thomas can remain healthy for an entire 
season, Paterno decides on a OB and the 
Lion offense scores points. 


WILL HIT THE SKIDS IF 
Thomas' knee isn't 100 percent and the QB 
dilemma spills over into the regular season. 


WHAT THE IRISH MUST DO TO WIN 
End their Beaver Stadium blues. The Irish 
have lost four straight to the Nittany Lions 
on the road. 


INSIDE SCOOP 
Counting his days at North Carolina State, 
Lou Holtz is 3-4 vs. Joe Paterno. And his 


losses were close, too: 22-37 and 29-35 
while at N.C. State, and 20-21 and 19-24 
while at ND, 


PREDICTION 
Notre Dame 21, Penn State 10. The Irish, 
who have better personnel, finally snaps 
their Beaver Stadium jinx. 


When the Fighting Irish take the field on 
the evening of Saturday, Nov. 25, with the 
fans in the Orange Bow] screaming and the 
network sportscaster high above the field 
yakking, three things will be on the minds 
of college football fans everywhere: 

Item 1: Miami 58, Notre Dame 7. 

Item 2: Notre Dame 31, Miami 30. 

Item 3: This year's Notre Dame-Miami 
game is the last one -- for now. 

Of course, the scores from the 1985 and 
1988 matchups (Items 1 and 2) between the 
two teams won't have a direct impact on 
this season's game (Item 3), but they sure 
will set the tone for what should be one of 
college football's finest games in ‘89. 

Sure, Jimmy Johnson and Steve Walsh 
won't be around, but the Miami Hurri- 
canes still should be a contender for the No. 
1 spot. 

Johnson, who departed for the Dallas 
Cowboys in a highly-publicized offseason 
move, has left behind a powerhouse. Mi- 
ami has gone 23-1 the past two years and 
52-9 the last five years, been in the thick of 
the national championship race in four of 
the last five seasons, won the national title 
in 1987 and lost the darn thing by one point 
last year — to guess who? 

Miami had just nine seniors on its two- 
deep chart last season. The array of talent 
returning is so impressive that before he 
left for Dallas, Johnson said, “We'll be a 
better football team next year. Our fresh- 
man class is the most talented we’ve ever 
had.” 

Naturally then, new coach Dennis 
Erickson doesn’t plan on making many 
changes. 

“They’ve always been known for throw- 
ing the football,” said Erickson, who 
coached at Wyoming, Idaho and Washing- 
ton State prior to going to Miami. “Well, at 
the places I’ve been, we've been able to 
throw the football pretty well ourselves. 

“We'll probably go with a little more 
one-back offense, a little more of a quick 
passing game and we'll try to balance up 
the run a little more. But we're going to do 
things pretty much the way they’vebeen 
doing them. You don’t fix something that 
isn’t broken. 

“Defensively, we'll be very much the 
same. I saw quite a bit of Miami on televi- 
sion and let me tell you, it’s fun to watch 
those guys play defense.”’ 

Miami's defense, somewhatunjustly, has 
been lost in the shadows of its offense. The 
Hurricanes finished the regular season 
ranked second nationally in total defense 
and limited Nebraska to a mere 135 yards 
in the Orange Bowl. 

Offensively, the outlook is just as bright 


Miami (Fla.) 


| November 25, Orange Bowl 


even though Walsh is gone at quarterback. 
In his place will be Craig Erickson (no rela- 
tion to the new coach), who completed 26 of 
49 passes (53 percent) for 379 yards, with 
six touchdowns and one interception, in 
mop up duty last season. 

“Craig is a very intelligent player who 
has an extremely strong arm and excellent 
athletic ability,” Dennis Erickson said. 
“There's no reason to believe he won't be 
the next great quarterback at the University 
of Miami.’’ 

“I’m excited about the opportunity to 
play,’’ said Craig Erickson, who hit 22 of 37 
passes (60 percent) for 307 yards, with two 
TDs and one interception in backup work 
as a true freshman in 1987. “There’s a lot of 
tradition that goes along with playing 
quarterback at Miami. I think I’ve been 
properly trained. I think I'm ready.” 

Erickson won't have Cleveland Gary, 
Miami's leading rusher (480 yards) and 
receiver (57 catches for 655 yards) from last 
season, around this fall. But the four other 
Miami backs who gained at least 100 yards 
return, led by 5-9, 170-pound junior tail- 
back Leonard Conley, who gained 476 yards 
and caught 26 passes for 303 yards and four 
touchdowns. 

The ‘Canes also lost flanker Andre 
Brown, who led the team in receiving yards 
(746) and receiving touchdowns (eight). 
But they return six players who caught at 
least 10 passes, including 6-1, 195-pound 
senior split end Dale Dawkins (31 recep- 
tions, 488 yards, four touchdowns) and 6-4, 
220-pound junior tightend Rob Chudzinski 
(30, 388, five). That’s a far cry from last 
season, when Miami opened up without 
the top seven receivers from its 1987 na- 
tional championship squad. 

Erickson, 41, guided Washington State 
to a 9-3 record anda No. 16 ranking in the 
AP polls last season. With a 50-31-1 career 


The Ericksons will lead the way. 


record, he obviously knows how to win. He 
also knows those kinds of numbers won't 
be good enough at Miami. 

“This is the opportunity of a lifetime,” 
he said. “But I know what the expectations 
are. We better not lose more than two 
games.” 

Miami hasn’t done that since 1984, 
Johnson’s first season. New coach or not, it 
isn’t planning on doing so again this year. 

“We're going to do everything we can to 
keep the tradition going,” Erickson said. 
“The goal is to win the national champion- 
ship.” —M.P. 


AT A GLANCE 


1989 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 9, at Wisconsin; Sept. 16, California; 
Sept. 23, at Missouri; Sept. 30, at Michigan 
State; Oct. 7, Cincinnati; Oct. 14, San Jose 
State; Oct. 28, at Florida State; Nov. 4, East 
Carolina; Nov. 11, at Pittsburgh; Nov. 18, 
San Diego State; Nov. 25, Notre Dame. 


BOWL BOUND IF 
Things continue as they did under Johnson, 
when Miami went 20-9 against teams 
ranked in the Top 20 when it played Miami 
and 32-0 against teams that weren't. 


WILL HIT THE SKIDS IF 
The Skids? Miami? Who are we kidding? 


WHAT THE IRISH MUST DO TO WIN 
Channel their emotions, contain Erickson 
and not turn over the football. 


INSIDE SCOOP 
Since the conclusion of the 1982 season, 
Miami has the best record in college foot- 
ball (63-10, including bowl games) and has 


won two national championships...In the 
series’ 21-game history, Notre Dame leads 
14-6-1. 


PREDICTION 
Notre Dame 28, Miami 10. Too many 
changes at Miami. If Walsh and Johnson 
were around, it might be different. 
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Notre Dame's 
Unforgettable 


Special Commemorative 


Edition 


Victory March 


Notre Dame’s 
Unforgettable Season 


£3 
as 


rue. 4 a 
Herb Gould with Edward J. Ballots 


12-0. No one expected a national 
championship team for Notre Dame 
in 1988—but that's what happened. 


The Notre Dame tradition of football 
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Rockne, Frank Leahy, Ara Parseghian 
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Reggie Ho's heroics to beat Michigan. 
The mid-season battle with bitter rival 
Miami. The showdown with Rodney 
Peete and No. 2 Southern Cal. The 
Fiesta Bowl. A White House visit with 


the ‘‘Gipper.’’ All culminating in a look 
at how the 1989 team is shaping up, and 
what effect graduation losses and the 
Tony Brooks arrest episode will have on 
a second straight unforgettable season. 
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1988 REVIEW 


MIAME, 
: qu 
TIME OUTS LEFT TIME OUTS LEFT 
DOWN TO GO BALL ON 


In 1988, the Notre Dame 
tradition continued. 
Under the guidance of 
Lou Holtz, the Fighting 
Irish were No. 1 for the 
11th time. It was no easy 
task, though. Once again, 
America's team played 
America's toughest 
schedule, from Michigan 
to Miami to West Virginia. 
Here's a final look at the 
lrish's historic 1988 
season. 
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Lou Holtz and 
Tim Brown: The 
two biggest 
names in Notre 
Dame football 
this decade. 


Return to 
Glory: How 
Holtz Did It 


Putting all the pieces 
together wasn't easy, but 
the Irish coach's plan 
took only three years to 
yield the best possible 
results. 


By BILL BILINSKI 


Moments after privately dressing down 
one of his players at the end of along, warm 
August practice, Lou Holtz reflected on the 
encounter that he has experienced a few 
thousand times. 

“Sometimes you have to push them to 
the edge — then hope they don’t jump,” he 
says. 

Holtz, whose biggest push apparently 
has always come from within, knows all 
about edges. 

He simply likes the view. After under- 
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taking reclamation projects at William & 
Mary, North Carolina State and Minnesota, 
to name a few, he leaves no room for dis- 
cussion that he must. He did jump once — 
after a short, disappointing venture into 
the NFL world with the New York Jets — 
and landed safely on his feet at Arkansas. 

It was with that background and a road- 
tested system that Holtz came to face the 
suffocating expectations of Notre Dame 
faithful and the legacy of its legends. As a 
lifelong follower, and somewhat of a fan, it 
was witha fair understanding of the ground 
rules that Holtz became a Notre Dame 
employee. He departed Minnesota, having 
had an escape clause written into his con- 
tract, after two years in which he put that 
ailing program on its feet. 

“T did not come here to prove [can coach 
or can’t coach,” he has said. “I feel my 
record justifies my confidence. I came here 
because I believe in the school and I wanted 
to be part of it.” 

After a short adjustment period, Notre 
Dame and Holtz’s system fused into a na- 
tional championship. 

Notre Dame's quarterback coach, Pete 
Cordelli, once played under Holtz at North 
Carolina State and coached on his staffs at 
Arkansas and Minnesota. “The plan never 
changes, no matter where Lou Holtz goes,” 
Cordelli said. “He is very goal-oriented 
and he has a great awareness of people and 
situations and how to handle them.” 


Nov. 27, 1985. 

Lou Holtz is introduced 
as Notre Dame's 25th 
head football coach. An 
escape clause was 
written into his contract 
with Minnesota allowing 
to him to go if Notre 
Dame called and the 
Gophers had received a 
bow! bid. 


Sept. 13, 1986. 
Holtz debuts as head 
coach in Notre Dame 
Stadium and the Irish 
suffer a 24-23 setback 
to Michigan. In a con- 
troversial play, Joel 
Williams was ruled out 
of play after receiving 
a Steve Beuerlein 
pass in the back of the 
end zone. 

March 14, 1986. 

Players report for first 

spring practice under 

Holtz. "We have more 

problems than we can 

Say grace over right 

now,” Holtz says. “I can 

count and when | count 

numbers at certain 

positions we don't go too 

high.” 


The system is the stability. Since Holtz 
took over, his staff has changed annually 
and only Tony Yelovich, who has gone 
from offensive line to receivers coach; re- 
cruiting coordinator Vinny Cerrato; and 
Cordelli have been with Holtz since ‘86. In 
the spring of ‘88, the entire defensive 
coaching cast changed, with John Palermo 
coming aboard from Minnesota to take over 
the defensive line; Chuck Heater, the sec- 
ondary; George Stewart, the defensive 
ends (he has since moved to the Pittsburgh 
Steelers); and defensive coordinator Barry 
Alvarez, the linebackers. 

Mostly, Holtz passes challenges on to 
everyone around him. They either live up 
to them or move on. His discipline is meas- 
ured less by what he does to his players 
than what he demands of them. Only indi- 
rectly has Holtz alluded to the problems 
present in the program when he assumed 
control in December 1985. The players will 
be a little more specific. 

“Pukefests”’ is the name they gave to the 
6 a.m. workouts in that first winter of tran- 
sition. “It was one of the most grueling 
hours of conditioning I’ve ever spent in my 
life,” recalled fifth-year senior linebacker 
Ned Bolcar. “Guys were getting sick and 
passing out. But that early in the day you 
only have each other to look to for sup- 
port.” 

Players thought the regimen was for 
past sins and a message from their new 
head coach that it would be a different 
ballgame than that under the less organ- 
ized, more gentile Gerry Faust. It was Faust 
who Holtz replaced after an uninspiring 
five years of 30 wins, 26 losses and one tie. 


Sept. 15, 1986. 
Notre Dame is voted 
into the Top 20, the 
first time a team has 
gone from being 
unranked to ranked 
following an opening- 
day defeat. 


Sept. 27, 1986. 
Holtz picks up his first 
victory as an Irish 
head coach with a 41- 
9 thrashing of Purdue 


Nov. 29, 1986. 
Notre Dame comes 
back from 17 points 
down to win 38-37 at 
Southern Cal, closing 
out a second consecu- 
tive 5-6 season. Tim 
Brown was responsible 
for 252 all-purpose 
yards and Holtz’s son, 
Skip, was responsible 
for a roughing the 
punter violation that kept 
a USC drive alive. 


Oct. 10, 1987. 

Starting senior quarter- 
back Terry Andrysiak 
suffers a broken 
collarbone just before 
halftime at Pittsburgh, with 
the Irish trailing 27-0. 
Tony Rice comes on and 
nearly rallies the Irish, 
who lose their first game 
of the season, 30-22. Rice 
passes for 125 yards, 
runs for 32 more and 
scores one of three 


Nov. 21, 1987. 

Notre Dame, with an 8-1 
record entering the 
game, falls to Penn 
State 21-20 in frigid 
conditions at State 
College. The loss ruins 
slim title hopes. 
Afterward in a somber 
setting, Notre Dame 
accepts a bid from 
Cotton bow! officials to 
play Texas A&M on Jan. 
1. It's Notre Dame's first 


in Notre Dame 


Stadium. Sept. 30, 1987. 


The Irish practice for the 
first time inside the 
Loftus Center, the 
indoor practice facility. 
Ground was broken for 
the $6.3 million facility in 
January 1987 and the 
building was dedicated 
in April 1988. 


According to Holtz, the regimen was im- 
posed for neither reason. 

The practices were held in the morning 
so the coaching staff could familiarize itself 
with the players before looking formore on 
the recruiting trail. As for the workload, 
Holtz said, “They thought it was 
tough...Now they wouldn’t think much 
about it.” 

Obviously, the work habits have 
changed a little. 

“I’m rather tough and I’m not very 
popular,” he has observed. “There’s no 
doubt about it. I wish there was an easier 
way to win.” 

Great talent helps, although it’s hardly a 
guarantee because there was a good deal of 
it around when Holtz arrived. But the 
numbers didn’talladd up. For every healthy 
defensive lineman there were two healthy 
quarterbacks and although the Irish had 
speed in a couple of positions, they were 
slipping well behind the pack in that de- 
partment, particularly on defense. 

As creative as Holtz can be with milking 
points from a marginal offense — “One 
thing Lou could do was move the football,’”’ 
former athletic director Gene Corrigan said 
— he is aware that defense goes the dis- 
tance. On the road, a great defense is crowd- 
control, it carries offenses when the rhythm 
isn’t right. Penn State won it all because of 
its paralyzing defense in ‘86 and Miami 
finished on top a year later as much for its 
defense as its offense. 

That first season, one of Holtz’s top re- 
cruiting coups was luring former Pittsburgh 
head coach and defensive specialist Foge 
Fazio to Notre Dame as his defensive coor- 


second-half touchdowns. major bow! since the '81 


Sugar Bowl. 


Dec. 5, 1987. 

Tim Brown, flanker, wins 
the 53rd annual 
Heisman Trophy to 
become the seventh 
winner from Notre 
Dame. 


Jan. 1, 1988. 

Notre Dame falls to 
Texas A&M, 35-10. 
Afterward, Holtz says, “A 
team can take disap- 
pointing losses like 
these last three and 
bounce back higher.” 


dinator. Fazio stayed for a couple years 
before leaving for the Atlanta Falcons of 
the NEL. 

There were serious problems defensively 
that first season, none more troublesome 
than the simple lack of depth. In the thrill- 
ing one-point victory over USC at the end 
of the year, the Irish, in desperation, in- 
serted a backup offensive lineman, Marty 
Lippincott, into the fray because they ran 
out of bodies up front. There were other 
defensive areas to strengthen. The cure was 
quicker feet and a meaner temperament. 


March 11, 1988. 

The Irish open spring 
practice and on the first 
day are displaying a 
more physical nature. 
“When you're dealing 
with a lot of young 
people sometimes it's 
hard for them to find a 
tempo,” Holtz says. 
Nose tackle Chris Zorich 
is lost for the spring with 
a knee injury. 


Tim Brown beat 
out Syracuse's Don 
McPherson to win 
the Heisman as 
college football's 
top player. 


Defensive coordinator Barry Alvarez, 
who stepped in for Fazio, made the latter 
point a priority. He called Notre Dame’s 
loss of anaggressive reputation “an embar- 
rassment.’’ The sermons sunk in. They got 
more physical. 

On the flip side in that first year, the Irish 
were competitive and, offensively, gener- 
ally entertaining, averaging 27 points a 
game. But they made just enough mistakes 
to lose. In that ‘86 season, Notre Dame 
suffered five losses by a total of 14 points. 
Four of the losses came against Top 10 


Recruited as a 
linebacker, 
Chris Zorich 
found a home 
when he was 
moved to nose 
tackle. 


111 


April 24, 1988. 

The Irish close spring 
practice with their annual 
Blue-Gold Game. “We are 
not a good football team,” 


July 2, 1988. 

Notre Dame announces 
that potential starters at 
split end, Bobby 
Carpenter and Pierre 


Martin, will be ineligible 
and that potential 
Starting offensive guard 
Jeff Pearson is leaving 
school for personal 


Holtz says. “But we have 
a chance. The most 
impressive thing this 
spring was our defense.” 
Four quarterbacks 


combine to complete only reasons. 
12 of 41 passes with five 
interceptions. July 8, 1988. 


Holtz fends off 
accusations from a 
former Minnesota player 
who alleges Holtz 
arranged cash payments 
to the player. The player 
later recants the story 
and investigations reveal 
no evidence against 
Holtz. 


Rice made the 
rade, both in 
the classroom 
and on the field. 


teams. Only the comeback from 17 points 
down at USC, when John Carney hita field 
goal with no time to play, could salvage a 
consolation prize from the intense disap- 
pointment of a second straight 5-6 cam- 
paign. 

If Holtz already wasn’tbeing questioned 

by a segment of Irish fans, the circum- 
stances were. Could Notre Dame really 
challenge again in today’s game with its 
schedule, with its academic structure, with 
its policy that prohibits general redshirt- 
ing? 
“T didn’t agree or I never would have 
come to Notre Dame in the first place,’’ 
Holtz responded recently. “I always have 
said Notre Dame would win one (champi- 
onship) again — I just didn’t know when it 
would be or who would be coaching.” 

Holtz didn’t sneak up on anyone. He 
came to Notre Dame with 16 seasons and a 
good track record as a head coach behind 
him. “He knows how to line ‘em up,” 
remarked Michigan Coach Bo Schembech- 
ler. Holtz and Bo already have had two 
great battles — a one-point loss and a two- 
point victory — over the last three years. 

Holtz’s coaching style is to dig in with 
both hands. The toweris for filming, not for 
coaches. He wants to be the visual aid, He'll 
run the option, run a pass pattern or catch 
a punt. And while the rest of the operation 
runs itself, he runs the quarterbacks rag- 
ged. Holtz makes the offense his project 
and the quarterbacks his pets. He does not 
spare the whip. No one lives under closer 
scrutiny or takes more abuse than a Holtz 
quarterback. 

It is his plan, of course, to create an 
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Aug. 5, 1988. 

A local television 
Station, quoting “a 
Notre Dame source,” 
claims that Tony Rice 
will be academically 
ineligible for the 
upcoming season. 
Notre Dame officials 
say the rumors are 
unfounded. 


Aug. 7, 1988. 
Notre Dame officials 
receive summer 
grades from 
registrar's office and 
announce that Rice 
will be eligible. 


Aug. 24, 1988. 

lt is discovered that 
tailback Tony Brooks has 
a stress fracture in his 
foot and takes a week off 
practice. He is fitted with 
a special shoe and 
keeps playing. 


atmosphere of pressure that a quarterback 
sees on Saturday. He observes how they 
handle his tirades as much as how they 
handle the offense. A mistake gets a quar- 
terback a lecture, a second one gets him a 
rest. They learn to live with it, but it’s nota 
lot of fun. 

“Thad to learn what he said and how he 
said it,” Tony Rice explained. 

Holtz and his staff move as much as 
their players. There's a high-level intensity 
that raises practices to the business level. 
Holtz has brought in officials regularly to 
monitor techniques. 

Quarterbacks, like Rice, also have had to 
learn how to takea blind hit. Holtz literally 
sacked him during a practice after Rice had 
made a wrong decision. “Who were you 
reading? Who were you reading?” Holtz 
screamed from on top of him. Holtz and 
Rice eventually had to laugh, but the point 
stuck. 

It’s an example of what is probably 
Holtz’s greatest strength in his relation- 
ships with his players. One minute they’re 
rocking, the next they’re rolling. He can 


Aug. 29, 1988. 

After a practice that 
becomes an endurance 
test, Holtz declares: “If 
we become a good 


Sept. 10, 1988. 
Walkon place-kicker 
Reggie Ho — all 5-foot- 
5, 135 pounds of him— 
kicks four field goals as 


football team mark down 
August 23th." The 
coach later recalls, “! 
walked off the field 
feeling totally convinced 
that the players’ attitude 
was one of, ‘We aren't 
going to question 
anything you ask us to 
do. All we want you to 
do is show us and tell us 
how to win. That's all we 
want to do.’ One thing 
was obvious — they 
wanted to win.” 


ND hangs on for a 19-17 
season-opening win 
over Michigan in Notre 
Dame Stadium. U-M 
place-kicker Mike 
Gillette misfires from 48 
yards as time runs out. 


create tension with his 
demand of perfection and 
dissolve it with his sense of 
humor. 

“Here's this little man 
who has control over me,” 
said Rice. “I'm bigger than 
him, but he has this voice that can carry. 
And it can scare you.” 

The approach has succeeded at Notre 
Dame. In his first season, Holtz (as offen- 
sive coordinator) put his trust in the pass- 
ing game and Steve Beuerlein made it pro- 
ductive, turning in his best season with 
2,246 total yards while completing 58 per- 
cent of his passes. 

It was time to retool under Rice, whose 
best assets were his legs. In a year and a 
half, Rice guided the Irish all the way and 
was named MVP for the Fiesta Bowlas well 
as the team MVP. Going into his fourth 
season, Holtz has decided to take at least a 
couple of steps backward and hand over 
the quarterback-coaching duties to Cor- 
delli, who had coached the receivers for 
three seasons. Not a lot is expected to 
change. “I think they'll know I’m still 
around,” Holtz observed. 

Quarterbackisn’t the only position Holtz 
tinkers with. He opened a new offensive 
world for Tim Brown, the 1987 Heisman 
Trophy winner and a first-round draft pick 
of the Los Angeles Raiders. 

In his first spring at Notre Dame, after 
watching Brown run the 40 in 4.3 seconds, 
Holtz’s wheels started turning. To use 
Brown only as a receiver would be to use 
only part of his talent. Holtz highlighted his 
star at flanker, running him out of the back- 


Sept. 27, 1988. 

In the first series of plays at 
Michigan State, the Irish lose their 
top two fullbacks to injuries, but 
Tony Brooks, a tailback, steps in 
and carries 11 times for 66 yards 
in the 20-3 victory. Linebacker 
Michael Stonebreaker has an All- 
American's day with 17 tackles 
and two interceptions. He returns 
the second interception for a 
touchdown. 


rt 
Michigan 
with a 
boot of 
his own. 


field as well as from the perimeter ina more 
complex, multi-formation offense. Then, at 
season's end, he added punt returns to go 
with his kickoff returns on special teams. 
By the end of the ‘86 season, Brown was 
making a name for himself and kicking off 
the hype that would follow in the offseason 
before his senior year in ’87. 

Speed similar to Brown’s was in short 
supply until Holtz’s recruiting machine got 
in gear. Then it was targeted as a priority 
and Vinny Cerrato did his homework. The 
30-year-old Cerrato is tireless in his evalu- 
ation of high school talent and is consid- 
ered among the best in the business, mostly 
because he keeps hours similar to his head 
coach. 


Oct. 15, 1988. 

In one of the greatest 
games ever played in 
Notre Dame Stadium, 
No. 4 Notre Dame 
knocks off No. 1 Miami, 
31-30. Pat Terrell bats 
down Steve Walsh's 
pass on a two-point 
conversion attempt to 
wrap it up. 


Nov. 1, 1988. 

Notre Dame's 22-7 
victory over Navy, 
combined with UCLA's 
loss to Washington 
State, propels the Irish to 
the No. 1 spot in the 
country for the first time 
since 1981. Their time at 
the top in ‘81 lasted one 
week. “If the polls were 
accurate, they wouldn't 
have to vote on it each 
week,” says a subdued 
Holtz. 


During the recruit- 
ing months Cerrato 
builds a file of tapes. 
Then, from August 
to October when he 
can’t travel, he 
breaks them down 
position by position. 
“Like the NFL draft, 
we have a good idea 
who we rank 1-2-3 at 
each position,” he 
noted. “We feel we 
know what we 
want.” 

And Cerrato takes 
it personally. “If we 
don’t sign the No. 1 
recruiting class or we 
don’t sign the kids I 
think we can sign,” 
he said, “I'll feel I let 
everybody down.” 

As crucial as luring some of the very best 
highschool talent has been to Notre Dame’s 
rise — players like defensive end Arnold 
Ale, tight end Derek Brown and split end 
RaghibIsmail started for the national cham- 
pions — it has been equally vital to acquire 
solid numbers. From ‘84-’86 the Irish failed 
to signa full complement and the numbers 
started to catch up with them. Each year the 
gambles have become fewer and the last 
two seasons Notre Dame has been able to 
pluck just about everything it needed. 

When they needed more speed and help 
at the skill positions two years ago, the Irish 
nailed down one of the fastest groups, if not 
the fastest, in the country. The majority 
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ND football fans, don't file the 
1988 season away under "happy 
memories"—keep the celebration 
going with the book that captures all 
the drama of that sensational cham- 
pionship year. CHAMPIONS: LOU 
HOLTZ'S FIGHTING IRISH, by Bill 
Bilinski, is the inside story of Notre 
Dame's return to gridiron glory. 

As assistant sports editor of the 
South Bend Tribune and ND beat re- 
porter, Bilinski has been the sports- 
writer closest to ND football for the 
last 4 years. In CHAMPIONS, he 
goes behind the headlines to provide 
an in-depth, intimate view of ND's 
program to prominence. 

CHAMPIONS is an attractive, 
208-page hardcover, featuring 16 
pages of photos and a foreword by 
Lou Holtz. 
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Nov. 4, 1988. 

For the fourth time in 
eight years, Notre 
Dame wins the College 
Football Association's 
Academic Achieve- 
ment award. This tine, == 
it's for graduating 100 
percent of its incoming 
class in ‘82. 


Nov. 19, 1988. 
Notre Dame defeats 
Penn State, 20-3, and 
accepts a bid to meet 
undefeated West 
Virginia in the Fiesta 
Bowl on Jan. 2 in 
Tempe, Ariz. 


were high school running backs with talent 
to disperse to other positions. 

Ismail was one of them. Now Holtz is 
grooming the sophomore for duty similar 
to Brown’s after a sterling freshman season 
at split end. Ismail was Notre Dame’s deep 
threat, the country’s kickoff return leader 
and he even blocked a punt. 

In respect to making the most of his 


Holtz (right) 
has made the 
quarterbacks, 
meaning Rice, 

his pet project. 


material, Holtz has been compared to for- 
mer Notre Dame coaching great Ara 
Parseghian — at least around South Bend. 
Holtz knows where the pieces fit. 
Linebacker recruit Chris Zorich became 
a nose tackle and by next season will be 
considered among the best in the country. 
Jeff Alm was at defensive end before he 
found a comfortable home at tackle. And of 


course, the moves of the Notre Dame tight 
ends have become a special part of Holtz 
history. Tom Rehder went from tight end to 
tackle to the NFL. In his senior season, 
Andy Heck went from tight end to tackle 
and was named first-team All-America. A 
few months later he was a first-round draft 
pick. Next season? Look for former walk- 
on Mike Brennan to play a key role in 
Heck’s old slot. 

These days the Irish are recruiting pure 
tackles —and just about everything else. In 
fact, the recruiting success may have hit a 
peak this past February. The Irish put line- 
backers and quarterbacks at the top of their 
shopping list and picked up four of the 
former and two of the latter, all considered 
among the best in the country. As impor- 
tant, they signed 25 players in all, and as 
one recruiting expert remarked, “you look 
at them and none of them are a gamble.” 

Holtz wasn’t either. He had knocked on 
the No. 1 door before with his Arkansas 
team that finished 11-1 anda disappointing 
third in the country after a 31-6 thrashing 
of Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl, when 
three starters were suspended for discipli- 
nary reasons. Holtz felt his club deserved to 
be national champion. Notre Dame had an 
11-1 record and more clout to win the na- 
tional title. Notre Dame wouldn’t win 
another until Holtz wound up on the side- 
lines for the Irish. 

He inherited a program that was more 
than just down on its luck — it was just 
down. There was no focus and “there was 
a lot of fingerpointing at each other,” first- 
team All-American defensive end Frank 
Stams remembered. The Fighting Irish had 


Nov. 25, 1988. 

A day before the No. 1 
Irish meet No. 2 USC, 
Holtz suspends two of his 
top offensive players, Tony 
Brooks and Ricky Watters. 


Nov. 26, 1988. 

The Irish defense plays the 
game of the year against 
quarterback Rodney Peete 
in a 27-10 victory at 
Southern Cal. 


Jan. 2, 1989. 

The Irish score the first 16 
points of the game and 
lead 23-6 at halftime on 
their way to a 34-21 
triumph over West Virginia 
in the Fiesta Bowl, 


The Irish scored big 
against West Virginia 
to win the national 
championship. 


become sloppy. 

First Holtz made certain everyone knew 
who was boss and who they answered to. 
Then he got them to believe in his system, 
which finally took hold at the end of that 5- 
6 campaign with the one-point victory at 
USC. The system held up through eight of 
the first nine games of the following year 
before a one-point loss at Penn State started 
a three-game slide to end the season. They 
were again entering the national picture, 
before fading at the finish. That left one 
more hump to get over. 

And veteran Penn State Coach Joe 
Paterno could sense the difference: “A year 
ago Frank Stams was just another football 
player. Now he’s playing with character 
and that’s one of the reasons Notre Dame is 
where they are today.” 

Holtz doesn’t take credit for the charac- 
ter. He passed that on to Gerry Faust, who 
recruited last season’s senior class. But the 
best in them surfaced because ofa new faith 
in the program and their own sacrifices. 

“More than anything, I don’t think that 
anyone recognized the attitude this team 
had,” Holtz said of the national champs. 
“When we met for the first time after the 
Cotton Bow! loss to Texas A&M, we talked 
aboutour goals for 1988. We had finished 8- 
4 the year before and had been to a major 
bowl game, but there was some unfinished 
business because of the way the season 
ended up. 

“J talked about the things I thought we 
had to do to get better and no one ques- 
tioned a word I said,” Holtz remembered. 
“Our players’ attitude all the way through 
was one of, ‘Tell us what we have to do to 


Jan. 3, 1989. 

Notre Dame is 
declared national 
champion for the eighth 
time since the 
Associated Press 
began polling in 1936. 
It is the first national 
title for Holtz. 


Jan. 18, 1989. 
Notre Dame's national 
champions visit the 
White House and 
President Ronald 
Reagan. 


Major Harris had anything but a Fiesta. 


win.’ I can’t overemphasize that. They 
understood their roles, they understood 
the kind of commitment it would take and 
they didn’t care who told them we weren't 
good enough.” 

Theschedule, which had been an excuse 
in recent times, didn’t soften much (three 
Big Ten teams, two from the Pac-10 and 
independents like Miami, Pitt and Penn 
State). But there were a few breaks. Seven 
home games for the first time in the school’s 
history helped and the Irish got a week off 
before their 10th game of the season. It was 
still a national schedule that featured four 
Top 10 teams with a total of six losses. For 
Miamiand West Virginia, Notre Dame was 
their only loss and for Michigan and USC it 
was one of two. 

“When we met in August for the first 
time, I was extremely realistic, as I always 
try to be with the players,” Holtz said, “I 
don’t ever try to con them. I’mas honest as 
Ican possibly be. I told them about all those 
question marks, aboutall the reasons people 
had for us not being a real good team. And 
most of those were legitimate. 

“But on the other hand I didn’t see any 
reason why we couldn't gointo every single 
football game thinking we should win. This 
group of players wouldn’t have been re- 
cruited to come to Notre Dame if people 
didn’t think they were capable of being 
winners. 

“They just needed the right push.” gp 


Bill Bilinski is author of “Champions: Lou 
Holtz’s Fighting Irish" [$16.95, Diamond Com- 
munications, South Bend], which details Notre 
Dame's return to glory. 
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SOUTH BEND, Ind.—Who 

could have expected Notre 
Dame’s 1988 season opener 
against Michigan and its mon- 
strous offensive line to be domi- 
nated by a 5-foot-5, 135-pound 
walkon who joined the Fight- 
ing Irish because he “didn’t 
want to be a geek?” 
Reggie Ho, a native of Hawaii 
with a 3.8 grade-point average, 
gave Notre Dame a kickstart 
into its national championship 
season by booting an Irish rec- 
ord four field goals under the 
temporary lights at Notre Dame 
Stadium. The fourth, a 26- 
yarder with 13 seconds remain- 
ing, clinched the 19-17 Irish 
victory and made Ho an over- 
night success story. 

“TL wasa little nervous,” said 
Ho, who did not try out for the 
team until the spring of 1987 so 
he could concentrate on aca- 
demics. “But I have the best 
holder in the world, the best 
snapper in the world, and 280- 
pound guys on the line. No- 


Notre Dame 19, 
Michigan 17 


body was going to hit me, so I 
wasn’t too nervous.” 

It was Ho dishing out most 
of the punishment in this one. 
The senior was good on kicks 
of 31, 38 and 26 yards before 
the game-winner. 

“Reggie always makes 
those,” Irish Coach Lou Holtz 
said. “Last year I talked with 
(former Notre Dame field goal 
kicker) Ted Gradel, and he told 
me, ‘Reggie Ho practices the 
hardest.’ The kid practices 
during the middle of winter. I 
know he isn’t from Krypton, 
but he always tries his hardest. 
We have a lot of confidence in 
him.” 

All-time leading Wolverine 
place-kicker Mike Gillette, who 
nailed a 49-yard attempt to give 
Michigana 17-16 edge with5:39 
to play, was wide right ona 48- 
yarder on the last play of the 
game. That preserved Notre 
Dame’s second opening-game 
triumph over the Wolverines 
in as many years. 


INSTANT REPLAY 


THE INSIDE SCOOP 
The game marked the sixth 
anniversary of the first night 
game in Notre Dame Stadium. 
The Irish knocked off Michigan 
23-17 on Sept. 18, 1982 ... 
Michigan dropped a two-point 
decision to Miami the next week 
before cruising through the Big 
Ten and beating Southern Cal 
in the 1989 Rose Bowl. 


EYE-OPENER 
Many expected Michigan's of- 
fensive line to dominate the 


young Irish defensive front, but 
Notre Dame permitted only 213 


total yards, including 139 on 
the ground. The Wolverines 
gained one yard or less on 17 
rushing plays. 


UNSUNG HERO 
Sophomore nose tackle Chris 
Zorich, who did not play asingle 
down during his freshman year, 
began what would be a banner 
year by making 10 tackles and 
recording a sack and a half 
against Michigan ... Inside line- 
backer Michael Stonebreaker 
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was, named The Sporting 
News’ Player of the Week 
for his 16 tackles. 


HIDDEN STATISTICS 
Four Notre Dame backs 
rushed for more than 40 
yards in the game. Tailback 
Mark Green gained 68 yards 
on 18 carries, quarterback 
Tony Rice picked up 52 
yards on seven rushes, full- 
back Anthony Johnson car- 
riedseventimes for 49 yards 
and tailback Tony Brooks 
ranseven times for 48 yards. 


QUOTEBOOK 

* “Have you studied your 
Musculoskeletal Anatomy 
yet?” — Reggie Ho to a stu- 
dent sports information 
worker just minutes after 
kicking the game-winning 
field goal and tying an Irish 
single-game record of four 
field goals. 

* “I started football to be well- 
rounded, and because | 
didn’t want to be an aca- 
demic geek.”— Reggie Ho. 


Notre Dame’s biggest ques- 
tion mark coming into the sea- 
son was a young offensive line 
that lost four fifth-year seniors 
to graduation the year before. It 
turned out that the Irish front 
did all it needed to do by pro- 
tecting Ho, asall of Notre Dame’s 
points were scored on special 
teams. Meanwhile, Irish inside 
linebacker Michael Stone- 


breaker swarmed the field for 
16 tackles while defensive end 
Frank Stams slipped past Michi- 
gan’s line for a pair of sacks. 


“We played poorly,” Michi- 
gan Coach and Athletic Direc- 
tor Bo Schembechler admitted. 
“We made too many mistakes 
to win this football game. Inmy 
judgment Notre Dame de- 
served to win. They outplayed 
us. 

Notre Dame's only touch- 
down opened the scoring in the 
first quarter. Sophomore Ricky 
Watters fielded Gillette’s 53- 
yard punt at his own 19-yard 
line, looked straight upfield and 
saw plenty of daylight. Blocks 


Ho gota 
lift from 
his 
winning 
field goal 
as well as 
from his 
holder, 
Pete 
Graham. 


from freshmen Rodney Culver 
and Raghib Ismail didn’t ex- 
actly spring Watters for the 81- 
yard return; they just madesure 
the untouched flanker avoided 
potential fingerprints on his jer- 
sey. Watters made one cut to 
the left and was home free. 

“I don’t deserve any credit 
at all,” Watters said. “I just 
caught the ball and ran. You 
could hear the blocks all 
around.” 

The Wolverines, who al- 
lowed 91 Notre Dame rushing 


Arnold Ale 
and the Irish 
defense left 
the 
Wolverines 
ailing. 


yards in the first quarter, con- 
trolled the game in the second 
and third periods and came back 
to take the lead two different 
times. 

Fullback Leroy Hoard and 
quarterback Michael Taylor ran 
for 1-yard touchdowns to give 
Michigan a 14-13 lead. Ho and 
Gillette then exchanged fourth- 
quarter field goals to put the 
Wolverines on top 17-16 and set 
up the thrilling finish thataimed 
Notre Dame toward its perfect 
season. 


September 10 


SCORING 
Michigan CE eS Te 
NotreDame 10 3 0O 6 19 


SUMMARY 
First Quarter 
ND: Watters 81-yard punt return; Ho 
PAT (4:49) 
ND: Ho 31-yard field goal (14:25) 
Second Quarter 
ND: Ho 38-yard field goal (0:13) 
UM: Hoard 1-yard run; Gillette PAT 
(6:31) 
Third Quarter 
UM: Taylor 1-yard run; Gillette PAT 
(10:16) 
Fourth Quarter 
ND: Ho 26-yard field goal (0:43) 
UM: Gillette 49-yard field goal (9:21) 
ND: Ho 26-yard field goal (13:47) 


TEAM STATISTICS 
UM 

First Downs 13 
Rushes-Yards 52-139 
Passing Yards 74 
Return Yards 0 
Passes 11-8-0 12-3-1 
Punts 6-46.1  3-43.0 
Fumbles-lost 1-1 2-1 
3rd Down 6-15 4-11 
Penalties 3-30 3-24 
Possession 35:49 24:11 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING: UM: Boles 25-83, Taylor 
10-20, Hoard 11-19, Bunch 4-12, 
Williams 2-5. ND: Green 18-68, 
Rice 7-52, Johnson 7-49, Brooks 7- 
48, Banks 3-10, Watters 1-(-1). 
PASSING: UM: Taylor 8-11-74, 0 
TDs, 0 Int. ND: Rice 3-12-40, 0 
TDs, 1 Int. 

RECEIVING: UM: Calloway 2-28, 
McMurtry 2-27, Hoard 2-11, Kolesar 
1-5, Boles 1-3. ND: Alaniz 1-23, 
Brooks 1-18, Green 1-(-1). 
TACKLES: UM: T. Williams 2, 
Marshall 3, Hermann 1, Osman 7, 
Messner 7, White 3, Abrams 2, 
Gram 6, Milligan 9, Spencer 1, Key 
7, Welborne 7, Arnold 2, O. Williams 
1, Murray 3, Plate 2. ND: 
Stonebreaker 16, Stams 6, Williams 
9, Zorich 10, Alm 4, Jones 1, 
Pritchett 4, Bolcar 5, Francisco 6, 
Streeter 5, Smagala 3, Flannery 3, 
Gordon 4, Lyght 2, Belles 1, Terrell 
2, Ale 1. 


Attendance: 59,075. 


Zorich (50) had 10 
tackles and a sack 
and a half against 
Michigan. 


117 


EAST LANSING, Mich. — 
Notre Dame Coach Lou Holtz 
said before the game that his 
Irish would have to pass the 
ball to beat Michigan State, 
which boasted a veteran defense 
that led the nation in stopping 
the rush the year before. 

When that failed, the Fight- 
ing Irish ran all over the highly- 


THE INSIDE SCOOP 
The victory was Lou Holtz's 
first ever in Spartan Stadium. 
Holtz lostin 1974 while coach- 
ing North Carolina State, in 
1985 while at Minnesota, and 
20-15 in 1986, his first year at 
the Irish helm. 


EYE-OPENER 

After Notre Dame fullbacks 
Anthony Johnson’ and 
Braxston Banks were side- 
lined with first-half injuries, 
sophomore Tony Brooks 
moved from tailback to full- 
back for the first time in his 
career. Brooks said he was 
confused on a lot of the plays, 
but managed to gain 66 yards 
on 11 carries. 


UNSUNG HERO 
Freshman receiver Raghib 
Ismail blocked a Josh Butland 
punt to set up Reggie Ho's 
second field goal ... Defen- 
sive tackle George Williams 
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INSTANT REPLAY 


Notre Dame 20, 
Michigan State 3 


touted butstruggling Spartans, 
20-3. Michigan State stood 0-2 
after dropping its home-opener 
17-13 to Rutgers the week be- 
fore, while Notre Dame climbed 
to the eighth spot in the na- 
tional polls. 

“T felt Tony (Rice) handled 
the option real well,” said Holtz, 
whoabandoned his aerial plans 


sacked Spartan quarterback 
Bobby McAllister on MSU’s 
opening drive of the second 
half, setting the tone for the 
Irish defense. 


HIDDEN STATISTICS 
Notre Dame rushed for 195 
yards in the second half alone, 
many coming off the option ... 
The dismal Irish passing per- 
formance brought Rice's two- 
game total to five of 21 for 90 
yards and two interceptions. 


QUOTEBOOK 
+ “We can't keep winning 
games if we can't throw the 
football ... We are not an op- 
tion football team.” — Lou 
Holtz. 
« “You just have to take ad- 
vantage of the openings. Their 
defense was overflowing to 
the outside a lot, sol was able 
to take advantage of that to 
run the ball. Our offensive line 
did a great job.” — Tony Rice. 


after the first half, in which the 
Irish could muster only a 6-3 
lead. “We hadn’t been able to 
make the power game go, so 
we had to go to the option more 
than we wanted to in the sec- 
ond half. We think we're going 
to break some things on some 
people.” 

Notre Dame exploded into 
the second half, scoring its first 
touchdown from scrimmage of 
the season. Rice capped off the 
71-yard opening drive with an 
option keeper from eight yards 
out, giving the Irish a 13-3 lead. 

“It's been quite some time 
since someone has gained that 
many yards on us,” said Spar- 
tan Coach George Perles of 
Notre Dame's 245-yard rush- 
ing total. “Notre Dame is the 
best option team we have faced. 
It was great execution.” 

The only other touchdown 
thwarted any chances of a 
Michigan State comeback, as 
Irish linebacker Michael Stone- 
breaker picked off a fourth- 
quarter pass from Bobby McAI- 
lister and returned it 39 yards 
intotheend zone. Notre Dame’s 
defense held the Spartans to 
only 89 yards rushing. 

“The kicking game and de- 
fense kept us in the game until 
the second half,” said Holtz, 
who called only two passing 
plays for Rice (two of nine, 50 


September 17 


SCORING 
MSU 3) Or 0 
ND Di meGi) 


SUMMARY 
First Quarter 
MS: Langeloh 39-yard field goal 
(7:29) 
Second Quarter 
ND: Ho 31-yard field goal (4:53) 
ND: Ho 22-yard field goal (10:49) 
Third Quarter 
ND: Rice 8-yard run; Ho PAT (4:36) 
Fourth Quarter 
ND: Stonebreaker 39-yard 
interception return; Ho PAT (9:42) 


TEAM STATISTICS 

MSU ND 
First Downs 17 16 
Rushes-Yards 35-89 54-245 
Passing Yards 207 50 
Return Yards 72 162 
Passes 31-18-2 11-2-2 
Punts 8-42.9 4-43.5 
Fumbles-lost 0-0 2-1 
3rd Down §-15 4-13 
Penalties 10-74 6-55 
Possession 29:20 30:40 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING: MSU: Ezor 22-63, 
Hawkins 1-12, Moore 2-8, 
Montgomery 1-4, Pryor 1-2, 
McAllister 8-O. ND: Green 21-125, 
Brooks 11-66, Rice 9-53, Watters 6- 
7, Eilers 1-6, Mihalko 2-5, Banks 1- 
3, Johnson 2-1. 

PASSING: MSU: McAllister 13-25- 
134, 0 TDs, 2 Int., Enos 5-5-73, 0 
TDs, 0 Int. ND: Rice 2-9-50, 0 TDs, 
1 Int., K. Graham 0-2-0, 0 TDs, 1 
Int. 

RECEIVING: MSU: Rison 5-92, 
Ezor 3-21, Young 2-43, Gicewicz 2- 
18, Montgomery 2-12, Bouyer 2-10, 
Smolinski 1-17, Moore 1-(-6). ND: 
Green 1-38, Watters 1-12. 
TACKLES: MSU: Miller 14, Jenkins 
14, Snow 13, Confer 7, Davis 5, 
Donelson 5, Reed 5, Larson 5, 
Payton 3, laquaniello 3, Edwards 4, 
Vanderbeek 4, C. Soehnien 3, 
Robbins 1, Ridgeway 1. ND: Stone- 
breaker 10, Smagala 7, Gordon 6, 
Alm 6, Pritchett 6, Lyght 5, Bolcar 5, 
Zorich 5, Williams 5, Stams 4, 
Southall 4, Jones 3, Streeter 3, Ale 
2, Terrell 1, Jandric 1, Kowalkowski 
1, Jurkovic 1, Flannery 1, Brooks 1, 
Grimm 1, Ismail 1. 


Attendance: 77,472. 


yards, one interception) in the 
final two quarters. “At halftime 
we made a few adjustments, 
but all we were trying to do 
was hang on.” 

Notre Dame tailback Mark 
Green gained 125 yards on 21 
carries, while backup Tony 
Brooks added 66 yards and Rice 
picked up 53. 


SOUTH BEND, Ind.— After 
stopping Big Ten powers Michi- 
gan and Michigan State to open 
the season, all Notre Dame 
needed to complete its three- 
game sweep was a victory over 
Purdue, the conference’s door- 
mat in recent years. 

And what a stomping the 
Boilermakers absorbed. Notre 
Dame scored 42 first-half points 
before clearing the bench in the 
second half, sending Purdue 
crawling downstate with the 
bruises of a 52-7 beating. 

“We have to keep this game 
in perspective,” Irish Coach Lou 
Holtz said. “We played well, 
but Purdue was beat up coming 
into the game.” 

If the Boilers were injured 
before the game, they left town 
in much worse condition. The 
Purdue secondary was burned 
by Irish quarterback Tony Rice, 
who completed four of six 
passes for 85 yardsand twoTDs, 
including a 54-yard scoring 
strike to freshman Raghib 
“Rocket” Ismail. Ismail caught 
three passes for 80 yards. 


THE INSIDE SCOOP 
Notre Dame's three-game 
sweep of Big Ten schools 
boosted Holtz's personal win 
streak against the conference 
to seven games, dating back to 
the 1987 Notre Dame-Michigan 
game. 


EYE-OPENERS 

Ricky Watters scored his sec- 
ond touchdown of the season 
off a punt return, going 66 yards 
in the second quarter ... Two 
Irish freshmen, who would be- 
come important factors in Notre 
Dame's national title, caught 
their first career passes against 
the Boilermakers. Fleet-footed 
split end Raghib Ismail hauled 
in three passes for 80 yards, in- 
cluding a 54-yard touchdown 
reception, while tight end Derek 
Brown caught an eight-yard TD 
pass. 


UNSUNG HEROES 
Third-string quarterback/tail- 
back Steve Belles had a career 


Notre Dame 52, 
Purdue 7 


INSTANT REPLAY 


Steve Roddy (96) and teammates outsmarted Purdue's Brian Fox. 


The Boiler defense was 
blown off the line all day, giv- 


ing up 321 yards onthe ground. 


day once the game was in 
hand. Belles rushed for 22 
yards on the afternoon, and 
threw a 34-yard touchdown 
strike to Tony Brooks on a 
halfback option pass in the 
second quarter ... Freshman 
tailback Rodney Culver gained 
61 yards on just 10 carries, 
including a 36-yard touchdown 
run. 


HIDDEN STATISTICS 
Notre Dame averaged 6.6 
yards per play to Purdue's 3.8 
... The Fighting Irish got 83 
players into the game ... Billy 
Hackett’s field goal in the third 
quarter was his first of the 
season. 


QUOTEBOOK 

- “Once they get rolling, they 
become awfully good.” — Fred 
Akers on the Irish. 

* “Coach (Holtz) said, ‘The of- 
fense has got to getit together. 
We can't have the defense 
carry us.” — Tim Grunhard. 


Sophomore Tony Brooks had 
110 of them, on 11 carries, and 
caught a 34-yard touchdown 
pass in the second quarter. 

On the other side of the ball, 
even Notre Dame’s second— 
and third-string defenses were 
able to keep Purdue off the 
scoreboard until late in the 
fourth quarter. Purdue man- 
aged 267 yards in the game, 
most coming off the Irish re- 
serves. The Irish intercepted five 
passes on the day, including two 
by senior strong safety George 
Streeter. 

“Notre Dame could have 
picked the score after that start,” 
confessed Purdue Coach Fred 
Akers. They got rolling and did 
pretty much what they wanted 
to do.” 

One thing Holtz was notable 
to do was call more passing 
plays, simply because the game 
was out of hand so quickly. But 
another sellout crowd at Notre 
Dame Stadium did get an ab- 
breviated glimpse of the kind of 
damage Rice’s arm could do. 

“T thought Tony threw the 
ball more today like he does in 
practice,” Holtzsaid. “Don’t get 
me wrong, though. He isn’t 
ready to play on Sundays yet.” 


September 24 


SCORING 
Purdue 0 oO 0 
ND 14 28 3 


SUMMARY 
First Quarter 
ND: Rice 38-yard run; Ho PAT 
(8:02) 
ND: Brown 8-yard pass from Rice; 
Ho PAT (14:08) 
Second Quarter 
ND: Ismail 54-yard pass from Rice; 
Ho PAT (0:24) 
ND: Green 7-yard run; Ho PAT 
(8:16) 
ND: Watters 66-yard punt return; 
Ho PAT (8:59)ND: Brooks 34-yard 
pass from Belles; Ho PAT (13:49) 
Third Quarter 
ND: Hackett 44-yard field goal 
(14:40) 
Fourth Quarter 
ND: Culver 36-yard run; Hackett 
PAT (1:38)PU: Williams 10-yard 
pass from Fox; Sullivan PAT 
(11:40) 


TEAM STATISTICS 

PU ND 
First Downs 15 20 
Rushes-Yards 29-100 57-321 
Passing Yards 167 147 
Return Yards 219 257 
Passes 42-19-5 14-8-1 
Punts 9-41.3 4-37.7 
Fumbles-lost 0-0 1-1 
3rd Down 2-14 9-17 
Penalties 8-49 4-30 
Possession 29:30 30:30 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING: PU: Schramayer 6-43, 
Fox 6-24, Scales 7-14, Nelson 5- 
14, Myles 5-5. ND: Brooks 11-110, 
Rice 5-67, Culver 10-61, Green 8- 
28, Belles 4-22, Watters 4-15, 
Setzer 6-12, Satterfield 2-9, K. 
Graham 2-3, P. Graham 2-0, Jarosz 
2-(-2), Ebert 1-(-4). 

PASSING: PU: McCarthy 9-19-51, 
0 TDs, 2 Int., Fox 10-23-116, 1 TD, 
3 Int. ND: Rice 4-6-85, 2 TDs, 0 
Int., Belles 1-3-34, 1 TD, 0 Int., P. 
Graham 1-2-16, 0 TDs, 0 Int., K. 
Graham 2-3-12, 0 TDs, 1 Int. 
RECEIVING: PU: C. Williams 5-72, 
Scales 4-18, McManus 3-23, 
O'Connor 3-18, Moore 2-26, 
Graham 1-7, Nelson 1-2. ND: 
Ismail 3-80, Eilers 2-23, Brooks 1- 
34, Brown 1-8, Mihalko 1-2. 
TACKLES: PU: Tribe 14, Williams 
12, Foster 10, Jackson 5, Leggett 4, 
Dotson 4, Kelson 4, Conover 3, 
Starks 3, Schwartz 3, Beeks 3, 
Dressel 2, Taylor 2, Davis 2. ND: 
Bolcar 7, Streeter 7, Terrell 6, 
Jones 4, Stonebreaker 4, Ale 4, 
Grimm 4, Davis 4, Zorich 3, 
Francisco 3, Ridgely 3, Smalls 3, 
Stams 2, Williams 2, Belles 2, 
Purcell 2, Flannery 1, Alm 1, 
Gordon 1, Pritchett 1, Lyght 1, 
Smagala 1, Southall 1, Roddy 1, 
Callan 1, Dahl 1. 


Attendance: 59,075. 
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Notre Dame 42, 
Stanford 14 


Rice threw for a touchdown and scored two on the ground. 


INSTANT REPLAY 


THE INSIDE SCOOP 
Notre Dame scheduled Stan- 
ford in an effort to play col- 
leges with similar academic 
standards ... The Irish had 
lost the fourth game of the 
season in each of the three 
previous years. 


EYE-OPENER 
Sophomore backup quarter- 
back Jason Palumbis was 
very effective in leading the 
Cardinal in the second half. 
Palumbis completed 16 of 23 
passes for 158 yards and a 
touchdown against the Notre 
Dame reserve defense, and 
did not throw an interception. 


UNSUNG HERO 
Irish fullback Anthony 
Johnson returned to action 
after missing the Purdue game 
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and most of the Michigan State 
game with an ankle injury. 
Johnson gained 58 yards on 
14 carries and scored a touch- 
down, and his return allowed 
Tony Brooks to move back to 
tailback, where he chipped in 
59 yards and a touchdown on 
12 rushes. 


HIDDEN STATISTICS 
Eleven Irish backs carried the 
football for a total of 332 yards 

. Notre Dame punted only 
once in the ballgame. 


QUOTEBOOK 

« “There's just not a whole lot 
you can do against that.”"— 
Stanford Coach Jack Elway. 

* “We like knocking people in 
the dirt. | guess they learned 
that the hard way.”—Irish guard 
Tim Grunhard. 


SOUTH BEND, Ind. — In 
the week leading up to Notre 
Dame's meeting with Stanford, 
Tony Rice learned that throw- 
ing a football is a lot like throw- 
ing darts in his dorm room. 

And for 60 minutes of one- 
sided football in Notre Dame 
Stadium, the skeptics of Rice’s 
passing ability learned that the 
junior quarterback can do a 
great deal more damage witha 
football than he can witha dart. 

The Cardinal certainly 
learned about Rice’s strong arm, 
watching him complete 11 of 14 
passes for 129 yards anda touch- 
down to lead Notre Dame toa 
42-14 rout. Rice opened the 
game with six consecutive 
completions as the Irish jumped 
out to a 21-0 lead, but much of 
the post-game discussion 
turned to his newfound love of 
darts. 

“Coach Holtz and I were 
talking, and he suggested I get 
some darts and just throw them 
in my room,” Rice said after the 
game. “It seemed like it just 
carried on. Every night I just 
threw darts, and in practice I 
could see I was improving a bit. 
I'm going to keep throwing 
them. I think the darts really 
helped out tonight.” 

So did the Irish defense. The 
game was billedasashowdown 
between Notre Dame’s option 
attack and the Cardinal's her- 
alded run-and-shoot offense. 
But the Stanford offense did not 
run much at all, and the aerial 
attack of quarterback Brian 
Johnson was shot down until he 
was replaced by Jason Palum- 
bis in the second half. 

The Cardinal gained only 59 
yards on the ground compared 
to 332 for the Irish. Most of 
Stanford’s 215 passing yards 
were amassed behind Palum- 
bis’ arm, when the game was 
well under Notre Dame’s con- 
trol. The Cardinal did not earn 
a first down until mid-way 
through the second quarter. 

This was quite simply Rice’s 
day. Aside from his near-per- 
fect passing display, he gained 
a career-high 107 yards on 14 
rushes and accounted for three 
Irish touchdowns — two on the 


October 1 


SCORING 
Stanford 0 7 7 
ND Bie) 67 


SUMMARY 
First Quarter 
ND: Rice 30-yard run; kick failed 
(4:22) 
Second Quarter 
ND: Green 1-yard run; Rice 2- 
point run (0:20) 
ND: Brooks 5-yard run; Ho kick 
(4:15) 
SU: Johnson 1-yard run; Hopkins 
kick (10:25) 
ND: Johnson 1-yard run; Ho kick 
(13:24) 
Third Quarter 
ND: Brown 3-yard pass from Rice; 
Ho kick (4:29) 
SU: Green 27-yard pass from 
Palumbis; Hopkins kick (9:40) 
Fourth Quarter 
ND: Rice 6-yard run; Ho kick 
(0:36) 


TEAM STATISTICS 
SU ND 
First Downs 16 27 
Rushes-Yards 23-59 61-332 
Passing Yards 215 135 
Return Yards 6 7 
Passes 41-23-1 15-12-0 
Punts 4-245 1-41.0 
Fumbles-lost 2-1 0-0 
3rd Down 6-15 9-13 
Penalties 6-80 4-45 
Possession 26:01 33:59 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING: SU: Volpe 17-67, 
Young 2-(-1), Johnson 4-(-7). ND: 
Rice 14-107, Green 10-63, Brooks 
12-59, Johnson 14-58, Culver 2- 
13, Setzer 2-11, K. Graham 2-9, 
P. Graham 1-9, Watters 2-7, Eilers 
1-0, Belles 1-0. 

PASSING: SU: Palumbis 16-23- 
158, 1 TD, 0 Int., Johnson 7-18- 
57,0 TD, 1 Int. ND: Rice 11-14- 
129, 1 TD, 0 Int., K. Graham 1-1- 
6, 0 TD, 0 Int. 

RECEIVING: SU: Young 7-59, 
Pinckney 4-40, Price 5-36, Green 
2-36, Walsh 2-16, Batson 2-21, 
Volpe 1-7. ND: Watters 4-51, 
Eilers 2-26, Brown 2-10, Alaniz 1- 
26, Johnson 1-9, Green 1-7, 
Brooks 1-6. 

TACKLES: SU: Englehardt 14, 
Richardson 13, Theder 9, 
Archambeau 9, Hinckley 6, 
Tunney 6, Newton 6, Scott 6. 
ND: Francisco 9, Pritchett 8, 
Streeter 6, Gordon 5, Stone- 
breaker 5, Stams 4, Williams 3, 
Zorich 3, Bolcar 3, Lyght 3, 
Smagala 3, Terrell 3, Flannery 1, 
Dahl 1. 


Attendance: 59,075. 


ground and one through theair. 

“Sometimes you have games 
where everything goes your 
way,” Rice said. “And tonight 
was our night.” 


PITTSBURGH — It would 
have been a mistake for Notre 
Dame to look past the Pitt Pan- 
thers toits grudge matchagainst 
top-ranked Miami the next 
week. 

It was Pittsburgh, however, 
that made the mistakes which 
allowed the Irish to advance to 
their biggest game of the season 
with an unblemished record. 
The Panthers fumbled twice on 
their way into the end zone and 
took a costly 15-yard penalty at 
a key stage of the fourth quar- 
ter, allowing Notre Dame to es- 
cape with a 30-20 victory at Pitt 
Stadium. 

“It's like anything else,” said 
Lou Holtz, whose Irish finally 
tamed the Panthers after three 
straight losses at their hands. 
“If you give somebody achance, 
any good team will take advan- 
tage of it.” 

That's exactly what the Irish 
did in the fourth quarter, when 
it looked as if Pitt was putting it 
all together at the right time. 


Notre Dame 30, 
Pitt 20 


Arnold Ale celebrates his key fourth-quarter 


interception. 


INSTANT REPLAY 


THE INSIDE SCOOP 

Tony Rice first made a name for 
himself a year before in Pitts- 
burgh, when he took over for an 
injured Terry Andrysiak and 
brought Notre Dame from a 27- 
0 deficit to a nail-biting 30-22 
loss. Rice lined up behind the 
guard on his first play in that 
game, but led the Irish for the 
rest of 1987 until Andrysiak re- 
turned from a broken collarbone 
in the 1988 Cotton Bowl. 


EYE-OPENER 

The Panthers found flaws in the 
lrish defense, especially in the 
first half. Scrambling quarter- 
back Darnell Dickerson found his 
targets on two long touchdown 
passes early in the game, as the 
Panthers outgained the Irish 278- 
185 in the first two quarters. 


UNSUNG HERO 
Braxston Banks returned from 
the knee injury he suffered 
against Michigan State and made 
an immediate impact. Banks 


caught a crucial 30-yard side- 
line pass from Rice and then 
went into the end zone from 
one-yard out for the score that 
broke a 17-17 tie and gave the 
Irish the lead for good. 


HIDDEN STATISTICS 
Tony Rice, Tony Brooks and 
Mark Green again led Notre 
Dame's potent ground game 
attack. The three players 
combined for 257 of the team's 
310-yard total... Rice was eight 
of 14 passing for 97 yards, 
with two interceptions. His 
eight completions were scat- 
tered among seven different 
receivers. 


QUOTEBOOK 

= “| can't figure out what hap- 
pened. | guess | just didn't 
tuck it away.” — Darnell Dick- 
erson. 

« “| couldn't believe it, espe- 
cially since |'m the one who's 
supposed to count the 
players.” — Alonzo Hampton. 


Scott Kaplan's 
field goal cut 
the Notre 
Dame lead to 
23-20 with less 
than 12 min- 
utes to play in 
the game, and 
the Panther de- 
fense held the 
Irish to minus- 
three yards on 
the next pos- 
session. 

But on a 
fourth-down 
Irish punt, 12 
Pitt players 
took the field 
on special 
teams. Because 
all participated 
in the play, it 
was a 15-yard 
personal foul 
instead of the 
usual five-yard 
penalty for 
having too 


many men on the field. 

“That was a key error on our 
part,” said Pitt Coach Mike 
Gottfried. “Itkeptthe drive alive 
for them, and they went and 
scored. It was a mistake that 
never should have happened.” 

Notre Dame responded with 
its deadliest weapon — the 
running game — and marched 
53 yards into the end zone on 10 
consecutive rushes. The 
clincher was an eight-yard 
scamper by Mark Green. On 
the day, which offered steady 
rain through the second half, 
the Irish rushed for 310 yards 
and four touchdowns. 

The Panthers fumbled twice 
in the first half when it looked 
as if they would score. Irish 
cornerback Todd Lyght forced 
Curvin Richards to cough up 
the ball on the ND two-yard 
line during the opening drive of 
the game, and Chris Zorich re- 
covered for Notre Dame. 

With less than a minute 
remaining in the first half, Pitt 
quarterback Darnell Dickerson 
simply lost control of the ball as 
he headed for what looked like 
a sure six, missed two chances 
to recover it in the end zone, 


October 8 


SCORING 
Pitt 
ND 


SUMMARY 
First Quarter 
P: R. Williams 42-yard pass from 
Dickerson; Kaplan kick (6:26) 
ND: Rice 2-yard run; Ho kick (7:59) 
ND: Johnson 1-yard run; Ho kick 
(14:20) 
Second Quarter 
P: Tuten 33-yard pass from 
Dickerson; Kaplan kick (8:53) 
ND: Ho 37-yard field goal (11:54) 
Third Quarter 
P: Kaplan 44-yard field goal (7:56) 
ND: Banks 1-yard run; kick failed 
(14:26) 
Fourth Quarter 
P: Kaplan 34-yard field goal (3:41) 
ND: Green 8-yard run; Ho kick 
(10:28) 


TEAM STATISTICS 
Pitt ND 
FirstDowns 23 27 
Rushes-Yards 34-171 72-310 
Passing Yards 209 96 
Return Yards 0 17 
Passes 25-12-1 14-8-2 
Punts 3-48.0 1-37.0 
Fumbles-lost 4-2 1-1 
3rd Down 2-9 8-14 
Penalties 6-50 8-83 
Possession 20:11 39:49 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING: P: Richards 17-78, 
Dickerson 11-76, Grossman 3-9, 
Redmon 2-4, Tuten 1-4. ND: Brooks 
17-105, Green 19-83, Rice 11-69, 
Johnson 13-26, Banks 7-14, Eilers 
2-12; Watters 3-1. 

PASSING: P: Dickerson 12-25-209, 
2 TDs, 1 Int. ND: Rice 8-14-97, 0 
TD, 2 Int., K. Graham 0-0-0, 0 TD, 0 
Int. 

RECEIVING: P: Tuten 4-76, R. 
Williams 3-58, Crossman 2-32, Kirk 
2-21, Osborn 1-22. ND: Banks 2-36, 
Brooks 1-20, Johnson 1-13, Ismail 
1-11, Brown 1-11, Eilers 1-6, 
Watters 1-6. 

TACKLES: ND: Pritchett 10, Bolcar 
6, Stonebreaker 5, Stams 4, 
Streeter 6, Alm 3, Gordon 3, 
Francisco 3, Ale 3, Belles 2, Terrell 
2, Grimm 2, Williams 2. 


Attendance: 56,500. 


and finally watched Irish cor- 
nerback Stan Smagala fall on it 
for a touchback. 
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SOUTH BEND, Ind. — In 
retrospect, Notre Dame won the 
1988 national championship 
Oct. 15. That's the day Jimmy 
Johnson would eventually claim 
he “gave” Notre Dame the title 
by going for a two-point con- 
version instead of settling for a 
tie. 

But when Steve Walsh’s fi- 
nal pass of the day was batted to 
the Notre Dame Stadium grass, 
down with it came Miami's 36- 
game regular-season winning 
streak, its No. 1 ranking and its 
recent dominance of the Irish. 
And up went Notre Dame’s title 
hopes with a memorable 31-30 
triumph. 

“This was a win by the Notre 
Dame spirit,” said Notre Dame 
Coach Lou Holtz after the game 
that ended the frustration of 
humbling Irish losses to the Hur- 
ricanes in 1985 (58-7) and 1987 
(24-0). “This was a win by the 
spirit of a group of guys who 
refused to fold.” 

Not many college football 
games receive the hype this 
game received. Even less live 


THE INSIDE SCOOP 
The pre-game shoving match 
among several players was 
nothing compared to the anti- 
Miami sentiment on the Notre 
Dame campus all year. Sev- 
eral semi-obscene T-shirts 
were sold illegally, beginning 
early in the school year, and 
phone calls from students to 
the opposing school's coaches 
went both ways. 


EYE-OPENER 
Miamilostall four ofits fumbles, 
as Notre Dame's defense hit 
harder than it had all year ... 
Pat Terrell was the most op- 
portunistic of the game’s many 
heroes, batting away the final 
conversion attempt that would 
have tied the game and re- 
turning a first-half interception 
60 yards for a touchdown. 


UNSUNG HERO 
lrish defensive end Frank 
Stams forced two Miami 


122 


Notre Dame 31, 
Miami 30 


INSTANT REPLAY 


up to such a billing. 

This one did. 

The Irish never trailed, but 
the game was in doubt from the 
pre-game scuffle between the 
teams in the stadium's tunnel 
until the thrilling final minute. 
Walsh completed 31 of 50 passes 
for 424 yards, the most ever 
given up by Notre Dame, and 
rallied his squad to within a 
point when he hit a diving 
Andre Brown for an 11-yard, 
fourth-down touchdown with 
45 seconds left. 

Miami thenattempted to win 
it on a two-point conversion in 
front of a frenzied crowd. But 
Notre Dame’s secondary 
stopped Walsh the one time it 
needed to as free safety Pat 
Terrell, who returned an inter- 
ception 60 yards for a touch- 
down earlier in the game, bat- 
ted away the pass intended for 
Leonard Conley in the right 
corner of the end zone to seal 
the win. 

“The game my freshman 
year (the 58-7 Miami rout) was 
the most embarrassing game Id 


fumbles, recovered another, 
tipped a Walsh pass that Ter- 
rell intercepted and returned 
for a touchdown and was in 
Walsh's face all afternoon. 
Stams was named Associated 
Press Midwestdefensive player 
of the week. 


HIDDEN STATISTICS 
Miami gained only 57 net rush- 
ing yards and two rushing first 
downs ... Rice’s 195 yards 
passing established a career 
high. 


QUOTEBOOK 

+ “It was a game between two 
great teams that competed as 
hard as anything I’ve seen.” — 
Lou Holtz. 

* “It was probably the most 
physical game I've ever been 
in.” — Chris Zorich. 

« “We always play the game to 
win. There was no question 
what we would do.” — Jimmy 
Johnson. 


ever played in,” said Irish sen- 
ior Frank Stams. “To beat these 
guys has been a goal ever since 
that game. It’s always been a 
bitter pill to swallow, and it just 
stuck in my throat until this 
moment right now.” 

Despite his great passing 
yardage, Walsh threw three 
interceptions on the afternoon 
and fumbled twice, both of 
which were forced by Stams 


and recovered by nose tackle 
Chris Zorich. 

Irish quarterback Tony Rice 
was eight of 16 for 195 yards, in- 
cluding a nine-yard touchdown 
pass to Braxston Banks and one 
interception. Rice led Notre 
Dame to a first-half lead as big 
as 21-7, but Walsh and the 
Hurricanes always struck back 
quickly and kept the game close. 
Two quick touchdowns before 


Terrell saved the day, and maybe the season, by thwarting Miami. 


Rice's touch- 
down run 
(above) in the 
first quarter put 
the Irish up 7-0. 
(right) Walsh 
lost two fumbles 
and threw three 
interceptions. 


halftime tied it at 21-21, 

Thelrish got the lead backin 
the third quarter, but the ‘Canes 
looked as though they might 
tie the game mid-way through 
the fourth. That’s when a con- 
troversial call with the score 31- 
24 most likely will have Miami 
fans talking until the teams meet 
again Nov. 25 in Miami. 

On fourth-and-seven from 
the Irish 11-yard line, Walsh hit 


Cleveland Gary cutting across 
the middle for what would have 
been a sure first down. But as 
Gary fell forward in his attempt 
to cross the goal line, the ball 
came looseand Irish linebacker 
Michael Stonebreaker fell on it. 

After a delay and despite 
Miami's claim that Gary was 
either down on the one-yard 
line oracross the goal line when 
the ball came free, the officials 


gave the ball to the Irish. 
“We had first-and-goal at 
the oneand the ball was turned 
the other way,” Miami Coach 
Jimmy Johnson said after the 


game. “That's something I 
don’t understand ... The ball 
was in his hand and he went 
straight down. It wasn’t a 
fumble.” 

Fumble or not, Notre 
Dame’s road was paved. 


October 15 


SCORING 
Miami 0 21 #09 30 
NotreDame 7 14 10 0 31 


SUMMARY 
First Quarter 
ND: Rice 7-yard run; Ho kick 
(11:24) 
Second Quarter 
UM: Brown 8-yard pass from 
Walsh; Huerta kick (2:20) 
ND: Banks 9-yard pass from Rice; 
Ho kick (7:26) 
ND: Terrell 60-yard interception 
return; Ho kick (9:18) 
UM: Conley 23-yard pass from 
Walsh; Huerta kick (12:44) 
UM: Gary 15-yard pass from 
Walsh; Huerta kick (14:39) 
Third Quarter 
ND: Eilers 2-yard run; Ho kick 
(6:51) 
ND: Ho 27-yard field goal (14:23) 
Fourth Quarter 
UM: Huerta 23-yard field goal 
(1:53) 
UM: Brown 11-yard pass from 
Walsh; Conley pass from Walsh 
failed (14:15) 


TEAM STATISTICS 

UM 
First Downs 26 
Rushes-Yards 28-57 
Passing Yards 424 
Return Yards 0 
Passes 50-31-3 18-10-1 
Punts 1-25.0 4-37.7 
Fumbles-lost 4-4 3-2 
3rd Down 7-14 8-16 
Penalties 6-34 5-39 
Possession 31:01 28:59 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING: UM: Gary 12-28, 
Conley 10-27, Crowell 3-7, Britton 
1-(-1), Walsh 2-(-4). ND: Brooks 
13-56, Rice 21-20, Banks 7-21, 
Green 4-6, Watters 1-5, Johnson 
2-3, Eilers 1-2. 

PASSING: UM: Walsh 31-50-424, 
4 TDs, 3 Int. ND: Rice 8-16-195, 1 
TD, 1 Int., K. Graham 2-2-23, 0 TD, 
0 Int. 

RECEIVING: UM: Gary 11-130, 
Brown 8-125, Chudzinski 6-85, 
Conley 3-41, Dawkins 2-35, Hill 1- 
8. ND: Ismail 4-96, Brown 2-46, 
Watters 1-44, Green 1-21, Banks 
1-9, K. Graham 1-2. 

TACKLES: UM: Carter 10, 
McDowell 9, Mark 8, Shannon 7, 
Clark 7, Hawkins 6, Berry 5, Ellis 5, 
Maryland 4, Curry 4, Crum 4. ND: 
Pritchett 9, Smagala 9, Zorich 8, 
Stonebreaker 8, Alm 7, Lyght 6, 
Bolcar 4, Terrell 4, Stams 3, 
Streeter 3, Francisco 2, Eilers 2, 
Southall 2. 


Attendance: 59,075. 
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SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Air 
Force Coach Fisher DeBerry had 
nightmares about Irish flanker 
Ricky Watters before his Fal- 
cons met second-ranked Notre 
Dame. 

“He scared me to death,” 
DeBerry said. “Thad nightmares 
about him all week ... He is cer- 
tainly one of the most talented 
players in the country.” 

Watters helped Notre Dame 
shake off a poor first-half show- 
ing by catching four passes for 
108 yards, scoring two touch- 
downs and returning a punt 36 
yardsas the Irish shot down Air 
Force, 41-13, on a cold, rainy 
afternoon. Watters finished with 
178 all-purpose yards. 

“We fought for our lives in 
the first half,” Irish Coach Lou 
Holtz said. “ButI thoughtin the 
second half that we dominated 
the game.” 

The post-Miami letdown 
lasted 30 minutes for the Irish, 
as Air Force got on the board 
first and trailed by just a touch- 
down, 20-13, at the half. But the 
Irish locker room was emotional 
at halftime, and Watters must 
have been listening well. The 
sophomore hauled in a 50-yard 
touchdown pass from tailback 
Steve Belles in the third quarter 
and a 28-yard scoring strike 
from Tony Rice in the fourth. 


INSTANT 


THE INSIDE SCOOP 
The week preceding the game 
was Notre Dame's fall semes- 
ter break, which may have 
helped bring the Irish back 
down to earth after the Miami 
victory because few students 
were around to pat them on 
the backs. 


EYE-OPENER 
Tony Rice gained 36 yards 
and broke Joe Theismann’s 
single-season school record 
of 384 rushing yards. Rice 
finished the year with a team- 
leading 700 yards. 


UNSUNG HERO 
The Notre Dame seniors, who 
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Notre Dame 41, 
Air Force 13 


Arnold Ale (97) went airborne against the Falcons. 


REPLAY 


gave emotional speeches at 
halftime to give the Irish amuch- 
needed lift at a point (20-13 
lead) when it was still close. 


HIDDEN STATISTICS 
The Falcons were limited to just 
48 net yards in the second half 
and no Air Force player gained 


more than 46 yards on the 
ground. 


QUOTEBOOK 
+ “All we've done so far is guar- 
antee ourselves a_ winning 
season.” — Lou Holtz. 
* “The seniors let us know (at 
halftime) that there was too 
much on the line."— Irish cor- 
nerback Todd Lyght. 


The Irish defense, mean- 
while, finally solved the Falcons’ 
wishbone attack, which entered 
the game leading in the natiori 
with 432 rushing yards per 
game. Inside linebacker Michael 
Stonebreaker led the second- 
half shutout and ended the day 
with 12 tackles. Air Force man- 
aged only 170 rushing yards, 
including just 44 for highly-re- 
garded quarterback Dee Dowis, 
while Notre Dame amassed 267 
on the ground and 444 total. 

“Treally believe that the most 
improved part of the Notre 
Dame programis their defense,” 
DeBerry said. “Their defense is 
playing as good as any Notre 
Dame defense I’ve seen.” 

Rice was seven of 13 passing 
for 123 yards. He capped off the 
opening drive of the second half, 
whichwent81 yards and started 


October 22 


SCORING 
Air Force 3 10 0 0 13 
ND 7 13147 41 


SUMMARY 
First Quarter 
AF: Yarbrough 22-yard field goal 
(8:31) 
ND: Green 7-yard run; Ho kick 
(14:25) 
Second Quarter 
AF: Yarbrough 37-yard field goal 
(3:01) 
ND: Rice 4-yard run; Ho kick 
(9:05) 
ND: Johnson 12-yard run; run 
failed (12:19) 
AF: Smith 3-yard run; Yarbrough 
kick (14:16) 
Third Quarter 
ND: Brooks 42-yard pass from 
Rice; Ho kick (4:32) 
ND: Watters 50-yard pass 
from Belles; Ho kick (13:20) 
Fourth Quarter 
ND: Watters 28-yard pass from 
Rice; Ho kick (7:58) 


TEAM STATISTICS 
AF ND 

FirstDowns 13 23 
Rushes-Yards 45-170 52-267 
Passing Yards 46 177 
Return Yards 0 0 
Passes 11-5-0 15-9-0 
Punts 5-37.6  3-40.0 
Fumbles-lost 1-1 1-1 
3rd Down 3-12 5-10 
Penalties 7-35 6-50 
Possession 26:13 33:47 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING: AF: Smith 13-46, 
Dowis 9-44, Booker 5-21, 
McDowell 6-20, Cochran 1-15, 
Robertson 8-14, Johnson 3-10. 
ND: Brooks 12-85, Green 11-58, 
Johnson 9-45, Rice 11-36, 
Belles 3-23, Watters 3-10, 
Culver 2-9, P. Graham 1-1. 
PASSING: AF: Dowis 5-9-46, 0 
TD, 0 Int., McDowell 0-2-0, 0 TD, 
0 Int. ND: Rice 7-13-123, 2 TDs, 
0 Int., Belles 1-1-50, 1 TD, 0 Int., 
K. Graham 1-1-4, 0 TD, 0 Int. 
RECEIVING: AF: Senn 2-27, 
Cochran 1-8, Robertson 1-6, 
Booker 1-5. ND: Watters 4-108, 
Green 2-13, Brooks 1-42, Brown 
1-10, Smith 1-4. 

TACKLES: AF: ND: Stone- 
breaker 12, Zorich 8, Lyght 7, 
Southall 5, Streeter 5, Ale 4, 
Pritchett 4, Francisco 4, Terrell 
4, Stams 3, Alm 3, Smagala 3. 


Attendance: 59,075. 


with eight straight rushes, with 
a 42-yard touchdown strike to 
Tony Brooks that put some dis- 
tance between the teams. Wat- 
ters then accounted for the rest 
of the scoring as the Irish im- 
proved to 7-0. 


Navy 


Notre Dame 22, 
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George Williams (69) helped sink Navy's offense, which completed only one pass the entire game. 


BALTIMORE — Notre 
Dame became the No. 1 team 
in the nation on its worst Satur- 
day of the season. 

The Irish dropped five 
passes, fumbled the ball away 
twice, earned 90 yards in penal- 
ties and kicked dismally, but 
climbed to the top of the college 
football world after theirsloppy 


THE INSIDE SCOOP 
Notre Dame did not arrive in 
Baltimore until after 11 p.m. 
the night before the game. The 
team had two flights postponed 
in South Bend before finally 
departing. 


EYE-OPENER 

The officiating caught the eye 
of Navy Coach Elliot Uzelac, 
who said his team was set 
back because of a bad spot on 
afourth-down play in the fourth 
quarter. Navy was in Irish ter- 
ritory and could have made it 
22-14 with a TD. 


UNSUNG HERO 
The Notre Dame defense could 
not possibly get enough credit 
for its job in this game, holding 


22-7 victory over Navy. That’s 


because UCLA, the former top- 
ranked team, dropped a 34-30 
decision to Pac-10 rival Wash- 
ington State later that day. 

But Irish Coach Lou Holtz 
expressed nothing but concern 
about the day’s humbling 


events. 


“We're just not a very good 


INSTANT REPLAY 


Navy's wishbone attack to 192 
yards and seven points while 
Notre Dame's _ offense 
struggled. 


HIDDEN STATISTICS 
Notre Dame punted six times 
for an average of 33 yards while 
the Middies averaged 35 yards 
on their seven punts. Offense 
was simply sparse. 


QUOTEBOOK 
» “We did the best we could and 
proved they are not as strong 
as the media builds them up to 
be.” — Navy's Deric Sims. 
* “The officiating stunk."—Elliot 
Uzelac. 
* “We're not a very good foot- 
ball team right now.” —Lou 
Holtz. 


football team right now,” Holtz 
claimed. “Offensively, they 
whipped us up front. We were 
not mentally alert and that’s no 
one’s responsibility but mine.” 

Defense held the Midship- 
men at bay while the Irish of- 
fense sputtered. 

Navy gained only 46 yards 
of total offense in the first half, 
including just two first downs, 
as Notre Dame jumped out toa 
16-0 lead. Michael Stonebreaker 
compiled 18 tackles and Wes 
Pritchett added 12. 

“Fortunately our defense 
played well and really com- 
peted,” said Holtz. “We just 
weren't all on the same page. 
That togetherness you have to 
have wasn’t there.” 

The Irish offense and special 
teams moved the ballatasnail’s 
pace. 

Notre Dame _ receivers 
dropped four passes in the first 
half, while the special teams ac- 
counted fora missed extra point, 
a 10-yard punt and short kick- 
offs all day. 

A pair of freshmen and a 
third-stringer accounted for 
Notre Dame's three touch- 
downs. Freshman Derek Brown 
caught an 11-yard touchdown 
pass from Tony Rice on Notre 


October 29 


SCORING 
Navy DESO ys Toler 
NotreDame 7 9 6 0 22 


SUMMARY 
First Quarter 
ND: Brown 11-yard pass from 
Rice; Ho kick (3:50) 
Second Quarter 
ND: Culver 22-yard run; kick failed 
(8:46) 
ND: Ho 29-yard field goal (15:00) 
Third Quarter 
ND: Mihalko 1-yard run; run failed 
(3:04) 
N: Grizzard 22-yard run; 
Fundoukos kick (11:30) 
Fourth Quarter 
No scoring 


TEAM STATISTICS 


Navy 
First Downs 10 
Rushes-Yards 52-183 
Passing Yards 9 
Return Yards 19 
Passes 5-1-0 
Punts 7-34.7 
Fumbles-lost 3-1 
3rd Down 1-7 
Penalties 4-45 
Possession 26:25 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING: N: Grizzard 14-73, 
Sims 15-48, Bradley 14-36, Archer 
3-26, Johnson 2-10, Mcintosh 3-6, 
Parifoy 1-(-6). ND: Rice 12-88, 
Green 8-45, Johnson 7-31, 
Watters 3-5, Brooks 9-32, Culver 
6-57, Belles 3-8, Mihalko 1-1. 
PASSING: N: Grizzard 1-5-9, 0 
TD, 0 Int. ND: Rice 9-19-95, 1 TD, 
0 Int., K. Graham 4-6-34, 0 TD, 0 
Int. 

RECEIVING: N: Jordan 1-9 ND: 
Green 4-24, Johnson 2-32, Alaniz 
2-25, Brown 2-16, Ismail 1-23, 
Mihalko 1-6, Brooks 1-3. 
TACKLES: N: Larocca 11, Pimpo 
9, Holland 8, Kirkland 8, Laskey 8, 
Lowe 7, Tazza 7, Graham 6. ND: 
Stonebreaker 18, Pritchett 12, 
Zorich 6, Terrell 6, Stams 5, Bolcar 
5, Alm 4, Streeter 4, Flannery 4. 


Attendance: 54,929. 


Dame’ sinitial drive, while class- 
mate Rodney Culver scored on 
a gutsy 22-yard run in the sec- 
ond quarter. 

Third-string fullback Ryan 
Mihalko bowled in froma yard 
out on the first drive of the sec- 
ond half to make the score 22-0. 

Navy, a wishbone team, 
passed only five times in the 
game despite the deficitand was 
held to 192 yards in total of- 
fense. ND finished with 396. 
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SOUTH BEND, Ind. — The 
Rice Owls were a late addition 
to Notre Dame's 1988 schedule 
when Southern Methodist’s 
football program was placed on 
probation after the 1986 season. 

And when Rice Coach Jerry 
Berndt was asked after the [rish 
pounded his winless squad, 54- 
11, what his biggest mistake 
was, Berndtresponded, “I think 
our biggest mistake was when I 
picked up that telephone two 
years ago.” 


THE INSIDE SCOOP 
Notre Dame took a No. 1 rank- 
ing into Notre Dame Stadium 
for the first time since 1970. 
The Irish were No. 1 for a week 
in 1981. 


EYE-OPENER 
Ismail’s two kickoff returns for 
touchdowns set up a superb 
finish to the season. He caught 
a 67-yard touchdown pass the 
next week, a 29-yard scoring 
pass in the Fiesta Bowl and led 
the nation in kickoff returns. 


UNSUNG HERO 
Reserve quarterback-tailback 
Steve Belles threw key blocks 
on both of Ismail's runbacks ... 
Chris Zorich made nine tack- 
les, one sack and two tackles 
for losses while playing oppo- 
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INSTANT REPLAY 


Notre Dame 54, 
Rice 11 


. * . 
E we 3 = ee ee ee ae ne 
Notre Dame's George Williams (69) and Wes Pritchett (34) made sure that Rice stayed in check. 


Another Rice mistake was 
kicking off to Notre Dame 
speedster Raghib “Rocket” 
Ismail, who runs the 40 in 4.28 
seconds and returned kickoffs 
87 and 83 yards for touchdowns 
against the Owls. 

The two returns for scores 
matched schooland NCAA rec- 
ords, and helped the Irish 
breeze through their first game 
as the No. 1 team in the nation. 

“After Ismail’s (first) run- 
back, it was like a snowball ef- 


site all-star center Courtney 
Hall. 


HIDDEN STATISTICS 
Notre Dame scored on five 
of its six first-half posses- 
sions to take a 31-6 halftime 
lead. The only time the Irish 
failed to score came when 
they fumbled at the Rice 20- 
yard line. 


QUOTEBOOK 

- “| would like to get to the 
point that everybody says, 
ho-hum, we're No. 1 and no 
big deal.” — Lou Holtz. 

+ “The whole key to the re- 
turns was getting through the 
first line of blocking. Nobody 
got a clean shot at me.” — 
Raghib Ismail. 


fect,” Rice free safety Donald 
Hollas said. “They were able to 
pound us up front. They just 
crammed the ball down our 
throats.” 

Ismail’s returns immediately 
followed two of Rice’s three field 
goals, the only points the Owls 
could manage until Bill Stone 
returned a blocked extra point 
for a two-point conversion in 
the game’s final minute. That 
marked the first time the new 
rule resulted in two points on 
the Division I level. 

The Irish held Rice to 32 net 
rushing yards in the ballgame. 

Notre Dame fullback An- 
thony Johnson joined Ismail by 
scoring two touchdowns — on 
carries of two and three yards, 
respectively. The Irish compiled 
439 yards on the muddy field, 
294 on the ground, and 14 dif- 
ferent backs carried the ball. 

“Watching them (the Owls) 
on film, I am in shock,” said 
Irish Coach Lou Holtz, who had 
noted that he was “scared to 
death” of Rice before the game. 

“If you told me that could be 
the score, I never would have 
believed it. I think we were a 
little too strong for them overall 
and we were ready to play.” 

The teams completed their 
paths in opposite directions the 
remainder of the year.Rice 
didn’t scare too many more 
coaches, finishing the season 0- 
11. 


November 5 


SCORING 
Rice oF ON US nt 
ND 14 17> 7 46.054 
SUMMARY 


First Quarter 

R: Parsons 23-yard field goal 
(5:02) 

ND: Ismail 87-yard kickoff return; 
Hackett kick (5:15) 

ND: Johnson 2-yard run; Hackett 
kick (10:01) 

Second Quarter 

ND: Johnson 3-yard run; kick 
failed (1:43) 

ND: Brooks 1-yard run; Johnson 
run (8:32) 

R: Parsons 41-yard field goal 
(13:00) 

ND: Hackett 42-yard field goal 
(14:41) 

Third Quarter 

ND: Culver 19-yard run; Hackett 
kick (5:45) 

Fourth Quarter 

R: Parsons 45-yard field goal 
(0:05) 

ND: Ismail 83-yard kickoff return; 
Hackett kick (0:18) 

ND: Hackett 28-yard field goal 
(9:36) 

ND: Jarosz 6-yard run; kick 
blocked and returned for score 
(14:14) 

R: Stone returns PAT blocked by 
Carrington (14:14) 


TEAM STATISTICS 
Rice ND 
First Downs 16 24 


Rushes-Yards 34-32 52-294 
Passing Yards 197 145 
Return Yards 133 220 


Passes 36-21-2 18-9-0 
Punts 6-34.0 2-32.0 
Fumbles-lost 2-2 2-2 
3rd Down 6-17 6-11 
Penalties 6-58 6-59 
Possession 33:22 26:28 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


RUSHING: R: Cyphers 13-35, 
Henley 1-8, Williams 6-3, 
Schrader 1-0, Roper 13-(-14). 
ND: Green 5-66, Brooks 9-52, 
Johnson 9-42, Rice 3-38, Culver 
3-25, Watters 6-19, Belles 4-19, 
Banks 3-13, Jarosz 1-6, Graham 
4-6, Gatti 1-4, Mihalko 1-4, Setzer 
2-1, P. Graham 1-(-1). 

PASSING: R: Roper 21-35-197, 0 
TD, 1 Int., Schrader 0-1-0, 0 TD,1 
Int. ND: Rice 3-8-80, 0 TDs, 0 
Int., K. Graham 6-10-65, 0 TD, 0 
Int. 

RECEIVING: R: Henley 7-47, 
Cyphers 4-36, Boudousquie 3-51, 
Williams 2-28, Turner 2-16. ND: 
Banks 2-11, Green 2-28, Brown 
1-41, Johnson 1-28, Eilers 1-15, 
Ismail 1-11, Robb 1-11. 
TACKLES: R: Brigance 13, 
Duggan 11, Griffin 6, Hood 5. 

ND: Stonebreaker 13, Pritchett 9, 
Zorich 9, Lyght 5, Bolcar 5. 


Attendance: 59,075. 


SOUTH BEND, Ind.— Rep- 
resentatives from the Fiesta 
Bow] were the first to congratu- 
late Notre Dame for avenging 
three consecutive losses to Penn 
State. 

The Irish took out the frus- 
tration of those losses to strong 
Nittany Lion teams on a rare 
weak one, compiling 502 yards 
and powering to a 21-3 victory 
in their last home game of the 
season. Notre Dame then ac- 
cepted the Fiesta Bowl bid, 
setting up a battle of the un- 
beatens against West Virginia 
on Jan. 2 for the national cham- 
pionship. 

“I feel great for the seniors,” 
said Irish senior tailback Mark 
Green, who scored ona 22-yard 
run in the second quarter. “It’s 
great to go out with a bang and 
finally beat Penn State. We've 
never beaten them before.” 

Meanwhile, Southern Cal 
beat UCLA, 31-22, turning the 
next week’s annual Notre 
Dame-USC rivalry into a 
matchup between the No. 1 and 
No. 2 teams in the nation. 

Notre Dame's defense was 
nothing short of overpowering, 
chasing Penn State quarterback 
Lance Lonergan out of the 
pocket all afternoon and limit- 
ing the Lions to five comple- 
tions in 24 pass attempts. The 


THE INSIDE SCOOP 
The loss dropped Penn State's 
final record to 5-6, its first los- 
ing season in 50 years. 


EYE-OPENER 

Notre Dame's offense, despite 
scoring just 21 points, helped 
out considerably in the defen- 
sive effort. The Irish kept the 
ball for 38 minutes, 57 sec- 
onds, compared to 21:03 for 
Penn State. 


UNSUNG HERO 
Jeff Alm, a6-foot-6, 250-pound 
defensive tackle, snared his 
team-leading third interception 
of the year for the Irish. He also 


INSTANT REPLAY 


Notre Dame 21, 
Penn State 3 


Ismail 
rocketed 


State for 
a 67- 
yard 

score. 


Irish yielded just 105 yards on 
the ground and forced three 
turnovers in boosting their 
record to 10-0. 

Penn State had its hands full 
just to keep the game close, 
thanks in part to three Notre 
Dame turnovers deep in Lion 
territory, a touchdown called 
back because of a penalty anda 
missed field goal. Tony Rice, 
who finished the day 10 of 18 
for 191 yards through the air, 
ran for one Irish touchdown 


forced a fumble, broke up a 
pass and threw two ball-car- 
riers for losses. 


HIDDEN STATISTICS 
The Nittany Lions converted 
just three of their 14 third- 
down attempts and were 
forced to punt eight times in 
the game. 


QUOTEBOOK 

« “Our seniors are going out 
of here not having lost at 
home in two years,."— Lou 
Holtz. 

* “| wish them the best. 
They're just a good football 
team.” — Joe Paterno. 


and hooked up with Wilkes 
Barre, Pa., native Raghib Ismail 
for a 67-yard score. 

Another Pennsylvania prod- 
uct, Notre Dame flanker and 
Harrisburg native Ricky Wat- 
ters, also helped put Penn State 


away. Watters caught four 
passes for 71 yards, including a 
27-yard reception that set up 
Green's second-quarter touch- 
down. 

“Other than penalties, turn- 
overs and the kicking game, I 
thought we played outstand- 
ing,” Irish Coach Lou Holtz said. 

He could expect more of the 
same in the final two games of 
the season. 


Penn State's quarterbacks completed only five passes. 


November 19 


SCORING 
Penn State 0 3 
NotreDame 7 7 


SUMMARY 
First Quarter 
ND: Rice 2-yard run; Ho kick (9:48) 
Second Quarter 
ND: Green 22-yard run; Ho kick 
(4:25) 
PS: Etze 52-yard field goal (15:00) 
Third Quarter 
ND: Ismail 67-yard pass from Rice; 
Ho kick (6:13) 
Fourth Quarter 
No scoring 


TEAM STATISTICS 
PS ND 
First Downs an 24 
Rushes-Yards 31-105 63-301 
Passing Yards 74 201 
Return Yards -5 41 
Passes 24-5-2 19-11-2 
Punts 8-40.5 4-38.5 
Fumbles-lost 2-1 1-1 
3rd Down 3-14 6-14 
Penalties 5-33 8-94 
Possession 21:03 38:57 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING: PS: Thompson 13-47, 
Gash 3-28, Brown 11-23, 
Lonergan 3-18, Sacca 1-(-11). 
ND: Rice 15-84, Green 15-64, 
Banks 7-63, Brooks 16-54, Culver 
7-30, Watters 1-7, Mihalko 1-2, 
Setzer 1-0, Belles 1-(-3). 
PASSING: PS: Lonergan 3-16-39, 
OTD, 1 Int., Sacca 2-6-35, 0 TD, 0 
Int., Florkiewiez 1-1-10, 0 TD, 0 
Int., Smith 0-1-0, 0 TD, 0 Int. ND: 
Rice 10-18-191, 1 TD, 2 Int., P. 
Graham 1-1-10, 0 TD, 0 Int. 
RECEIVING: PS: Daniels 3-46, 
Timpson 1-20, Jakob 1-8. ND: 
Watters 4-71, Ismail 2-78, Green 
1-20, Jacobs 1-14, Culver 1-10, 
Jarosz 1-10, Brooks 1-(-2). 


Attendance: 59,075. 
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Notre Dame 27, 
Southern Cal 10 


INSTANT REPLAY 


THE INSIDE SCOOP 
Lou Holtz met the night be- 
fore the game with a group of 
about 10 or 12 seniors, along 
with juniors Tony Rice and 
Tim Grunhard, and decided 
unanimously to send Tony 
Brooks and Ricky Watters 
back to South Bend for re- 
peated lateness at team func- 
tions. The two were 40 min- 
utes late to a dinner meeting, 
but Holtz said the decision 
was not made on that inci- 
dent alone. 


EYE-OPENER 
Notre Dame set the tempo 
for a big-play game on its first 
play from scrimmage, when 
Tony Rice completed a 55- 
yard bomb to Raghib Ismail. 
USC had backed the Irish to 
their own two-yard line on a 
punt, but Notre Dame was 
anything but conservative out 
of the starting blocks. 
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UNSUNG HERO 

While Stams got all the acclaim 
for his nine tackles, 2 1/2 sacks 
and fumble recovery, defensive 
tackle George Williams was 
also a defensive star. Williams 
forced a fumble, recovered 
another, was in on a sack and 
made four tackles. 


HIDDEN STATISTICS 
Notre Dame won despite only 
eight first downs to USC’s 21. 
The Irish were outgained by 
more than 100 yards, including 
a stretch in the second and 
third quarters when USC rolled 
up 254 yards to ND's 7. 


QUOTEBOOK 

* “Our football team is prettier 
than lam, but that's about it." — 
Lou Holtz. 

* “The seniors on this team 
never beat Notre Dame. We 
have to live with that for the rest 
of our lives.” — Rodney Peete. 


Rice's 65-yard scoring run in the first quarter gave the Fighting Irish a lead they never relinquished. 


LOS ANGELES — The an- 
nual Notre Dame-USC football 
game always draws national at- 
tention, but this year “The 
Game” was loaded with added 
significance. 

The Irish were No. 1. The 
Trojans were No. 2. Both were 
undefeated and aiming for a 
national title. 

And to make things even 
more interesting, Notre Dame 
Coach Lou Holtz sent leading 
rusher Tony Brooks and flanker 
Ricky Watters back to South 
Bend the morning of the game 
for “repeated tardiness to team 
functions.” The two were 40 
minutes late to a team dinner 
meeting the night before. 

But the rest of the Irish were 
right where they needed to be 
in their regular-season finale, 
cashing in on numerous mis- 
takes and blitzing the Trojans, 
27-10, in front of 93,829 at the 
Los Angeles Coliseum. The vic- 
tory was Notre Dame’s sixth 
over USC in as many years. 

“Aggressiveness, toughness 
— there’s no secret to this 


game,” said Irish defensive end 
Frank Stams, who was in on all 
three sacks of Heisman Trophy 
candidate Rodney Peete, made 
nine tackles and recovered a 


’ fumble. “We blitzed a little bit 


more than usual because we felt 
we had to put more pressure on 
him (Peete).” 

Peete was terrorized all day 
by the Notre Dame defense, 
throwing twointerceptions. The 
one that may have dashed USC’s 
chances occurred just before 
halftime, when the Trojans were 
trailing 14-7 but moving the ball 
effectively into Irish territory. 

But Peete hit Irish cornerback 
Stan Smagala right in the num- 
bers, and Smagala chugged 64 
yards down the sideline for a 
touchdown and a 20-7 Notre 
Dame advantage. To make 
matters worse for the Trojans, 
Stams leveled Peete on the re- 
turn and the quarterback had to 
be helped off the field. Peete 
suffered a sprained shoulder but 
returned in the second half. 

“We didn’t handle the blitz 
today,” USC coach Larry Smith 


The Irish defense rose 
to the occasion, 
stopping Peete and 
holding Southern Cal 
to 10 points. 


said. “We handled it all year, 
but today it was like we were 
playing in a fog.” 

Notre Dame quarterback 
Tony Rice threw just nine 
passes, completing five, butran 
13 times for 86 yards and a 
touchdown to lead the team. 
Rice’s two biggest plays were a 
55-yard hookup to Raghib Is- 
mail on Notre Dame’s first play 
fromscrimmage and his 65-yard 
touchdown run on the option, 
which opened the scoring in the 
first quarter and gave the Irish 
the lead for good. 

Mark Green, a Riverside, 
Calif., native who played in the 
Coliseum in high school, scored 
a pair of rushing touchdowns 
for Notre Dame. 

The Trojans controlled the 
tempo for much of the game, 
but hurt their chances with 
costly mistakes at nearly every 
turn. One USC fumble on its 
own 19-yard line led to Notre 
Dame’s second touchdown in 
the first quarter, while another 
stopped a Trojan drive deep in 
Irish territory. 

Southern Cal had another 
chance to pull close in the third 
quarter, with a first-and-goal 
from the Irish 4-yard line and 
Notre Dame ahead, 20-7. But 
the Irish defense came up big 
again, stopping Aaron Eman- 
uel twice before the Trojans took 
anillegal procedure penalty and 
had to settle for a field goal. 

Notre Dame then marched 
70 yards for the final score, 
Green's second of the day, from 
one yard out three minutes into 
the fourth quarter. 

“We were so close,” said 
Peete, who ended his college 
career with another loss to 
Michigan in the Rose Bowl. “To 
have someone come into your 
stadium when you're so close 
and take it away from you, it 
hurts.” 


November 26 


SCORING 
USC OF 7s" 400™10 
NotreDame 14 6 0 7 27 


SUMMARY 

First Quarter 

ND: Rice 65-yard run; Ho kick 
(10:08) 

ND: Green 2-yard run; Ho kick 
(13:11) 

Second Quarter 

USC: Lockwood 1-yard run; 
Rodriguez kick (12:36) 

ND: Smagala 64-yard interception 
return; kick failed (14:19) 

Third Quarter 

USC: Rodriguez 26-yard field goal 
(13:22) 

Fourth Quarter 

ND: Green 1-yard run; Ho kick 
(3:05) 


TEAM STATISTICS 

usc ND 
First Downs 21 8 
Rushes-Yards 40-131 41-162 
Passing Yards 225 91 
Return Yards 25 87 
Passes 44-23-2 9-5-0 
Punts 6-37.3 8-40.5 
Fumbles-lost 4-2 2-1 
3rd Down 8-19 5-13 
Penalties 6-50 8-52 
Possession 34:07 25:53 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING: USC: Emanuel 18-95, 
Holt 11-56, Lockwood 3-11, 
Brown 1-2, Ervins 1-(-2), Peete 6- 
(-31). ND: Rice 13-86, Johnson 
6-27, Green 17-40, Banks 3-5, 
Belles 1-1, Southall 1-3. 
PASSING: USC: Peete 23-44- 
225, 0 TD, 2 Int. ND: Rice 5-9-91, 
0 TD, 0 Int. 

RECEIVING: USC: Affholter 5-62, 
Jackson 4-48, Wellman 4-46, 
Green 3-28, Emanuel 2-(-3), Holt 
1-23, Galbraith 1-11, Lockwood 1- 
5, J. Brown 1-3, Ervins 1-2. ND: 
Brown 2-8, Ismail 1-55, Johnson 
1-23, Green 1-5. 

TACKLES: USC: Ross 9, Chesley 
6, Sweeney 7, Hale 5, Carrier 4, 
Hartsuyker 3, Gibson 3, Ryan 3, 
Hord 3, Butts 3. ND: Stams 9, 
Terrell 8, Streeter 8, Smagala 8, 
Pritchett 8, Alm 4, Zorich 4, 
Williams 4, Francisco 4, 
Stonebreaker 3, Gordon 2, Ale 2, 
Jurkovic 2, Bolcar 2, Southall 2, 
Jones 2, Lyght 2. 


Attendance: 93,829. 


The Trojans managed 
only 131 yards on the 
ground. 
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Holtz 

was low- 
key...until 
the game 
started. 


WHAT A FIESTA 


A tongue-in-cheek look back at the 
week that was in Tempe, Arizona. 


The annual mid-week steak 
fry a few days before the game 
usually provides the best indi- 
cation. 

If one team shows up in, say, 
combat fatigues and then storms 
out on the other team in the 
middle of dinner because it can’t 
stomach breaking bread with 
“the enemy,” you can pretty 
much count on Fiesta Bowl 
Week being interesting. 

Butif the two teams show up 
at the steak fry and actually 
mingle and act civilized toward 
each other, if they stay the whole 
dinner, use utensils instead of 
their fingers and worry more 
about keeping their elbows off 
the table instead of in each oth- 
ers’ faces, then you’re in for a 
real trouble-filled week. 

Right, the worse thing pos- 
sible for a major event, a cham- 
pionship game: Boredom. No 
controversy. You actually find 
yourself yearning for a Brian 
Bosworth-type. 

Notre Dame-West Virginia, 
last season’s Fiesta Bowl game 
and national championship 
showdown, had no Bosworth 
types. Didn’t even have a Jer- 
ome Brown type. Twoyearsago, 
when Miamiand Penn State met 
in the Fiesta Bowl for the na- 
tional championship, Brown led 
his Hurricane teammates — 
modeling the latest in Contra- 
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By TOM LUICCI 


wear — on a walkout of the 
steak fry. 

During the abrupt exit, 
Brown muttered something 
about Penn State being the en- 
emy and that “Americans didn’t 
sit down to have dinner with 
the Japanese before they 
bombed Pearl Harbor.” 

That quote people still re- 
member from two years ago, 
almost as much as the game. 

What will they remember 
from last year's Fiesta Bowl? 
Probably, that Notre Dame won 
(the score was 34-21, in case 
you've forgotten). That... there 
must be something else, right? 
.. anything ... that .... what? 

No, Miami-Penn State this 
wasn't. 

But then, that was apparent 
right away. At the steak fry, 
Notre Dame and West Virginia 
players actually interacted 
freely, appearing asif they were 
preparing for a prom instead of 
a gridiron war. 

So you can imagine what the 
week was like. Notre Dame 
Coach Lou Holtz lavishing 
praise on West Virginia. Day 
after day, press conference after 
press conference. Don Nehlen, 
West Virginia’s head coach, 
reciprocating when he wasn’t 
busy defending his team’s right 
to play ina championship game 
despite its weak schedule, or 


when he wasn’t defending the 
entire state of West Virginia. 

There, at least, was some- 
thing. 

“Im a little confused,” 
Nehlen said at one point during 
the week. “Half the country 
doesn’t think we belong here. 
But Lou Holtz makes us sound 
like we're the greatest team since 
Vince Lombardi’s Green Bay 
Packers.” 

Mostly, Holtz amused and 
entertained (he even performed 
a disappearing coin trick at one 
press conference). Nehlen 
seemed to be neither— amused 
nor entertained. 

When he was asked about 
motivating his team for the Fi- 
esta Bowl, hesaid: “I don’t know 
how much motivation you have 
to have. Players can read, you 
know. I mean, if I have to walk 
up to (starting center) Kevin 
Koken and tell him that if we 
beat Notre Dame there's a good 
chance we'll be No. 1, and he 
doesn’ talready know that, then 
I’m going to be concerned. Real 
concerned.” 

But Nehlen did tell a joke. 
People knew it was a joke be- 
cause he told them it was. 

Asked about Holtz’s re- 
nowned motivational abilities, 
Nehlen said: “As little as he is, 
he better be a good motivator... 
uh, that’s a joke.” 

Fun stuff, no? 

Actually, the week had its 
moments. Like any time any- 
one from West Virginia was 
asked about the state’s back- 
woods image. “It gets me an- 
gry. People think it’s a back- 
ward place crowded with hill- 
billies, people who don’t wear 
shoes, walk with a limp or have 
wooden teeth,” said West Vir- 
ginia linebacker Chris Haering. 

When a columnist for one of 
the local Arizona papers printed 
anentertainment guide for West 
Virginia fans in for the game, it 
advised them to avoid French- 
Mex restaurants. 

“Some people are surprised 
Iknow how to talk, which really 
ticks me off,” said Nehlen of 
West Virginia’s image. “Some- 
times I'd like to punch them in 
the mouth.” 

Please do. Atleastthat would 
have beensomething. There was 
actually more buzzing about an 
event three days before the 
game, when the powerful So- 
viet national wrestling team, the 
‘88 Olympic champs, was in 
town for a match against the 
U.S. Olympic team. 


TheSoviet team’s coach, [van 
Yargin, even came up with one 
of the more memorable lines of 
the week when he was asked if 
he had heard of Hulk Hogan 
and the boys of the WWF (imag- 
ine the question coming up ina 
press conference). 

“We are aware of the dra- 
matics of America’s so-called 
professional wrestling,” said 
Yargin, “and we hold it in great 
contempt, as most civilized 
people do.” 

Surprisingly, no one asked 
Yargin to picka winner between 
Notre Dame and West Virginia. 

For most of the week, the 
players said all the right things 
and did all the right things. It 
got to the point where it was big 
news when Holtz took 30 of his 
players to see the Nutcracker 
Suite. And when he took the 
whole team on New Year's Eve 
to see the Phoenix Symphony. 

“Ttamazed me—and | think 
our players came to the same 
conclusion—to watch 70 people 
play with great precision,” said 
Holtz. “We have great difficulty 
getting 11 guyson thesamesnap 
count.” 

Nehlen made news because 
the day before the game he cele- 
brated his 53rd birthday and 
was presented with a cake by 
Fiesta Bow] president Phil Mott, 
who said, curiously, “We're 
glad you were born.” 

Mostly, it was a week of self- 
deprecating humor from both 
coaches, a week spent talking 
about the Notre Dame mystique 
and West Virginia’s newness to 
all this,a week of planned events 
that went off without a hitch, 
without problems. The bore- 
dom of it all apparently even 
got to Holtz. On New Year’s 
Eve, saying he had nothing 
better to do, he showed up at 
the Fiesta’s media party. 

Tickets for the game itself 
didn’t come cheaply — unless 
you were named Rockne. Seems 
John and Jack Rockne, the son 
and grandson of Knute Rockne, 
the late Notre Dame coaching 
great, were having trouble get- 
ting tickets for reasonable prices. 
NBC-TV cametothe rescue with 
two tickets as soon as it heard. 

So Rockne’s relatives got in 
and all was quiet again, another 
potential controversy avoided. 
It was just that kind of week. 


Tom Luicci has been to a num- 
ber of steak frys while covering 
college football for the Newark 
(N.].) Star-Ledger. 


TEMPE, Ariz. — Someone 
once told Lou Holtz that Notre 
Dame is supposed to be on top 
when it comes to football. 

Three years after taking over 
as head coach of the Fighting 
Irish, Holtz put them there. The 
Irish reigned in 1988, and on the 
second day of 1989 they claimed 
their crown with a convincing 
34-21 victory over West Virginia 
in the Fiesta Bowl at Sun Devil 
Stadium. 

“It’s important for Notre 
Dame to be on top, and I say that 
because that’s what somebody 
told me,” Holtz said after his 
Irish locked up the first 12-0 
season in the school’s storied 
football history. “There are just 
some people who are supposed 
to be on top ... This is an out- 
standing football team. Nobody 
proved it wasn’t.” 

Certainly not the Mountain- 
eers, whose own hopes of a 
championship vanished early in 
the one-sided affair. 

A record crowd of 74,911 saw 
astingy Irish defense shut down 
yet another high-powered of- 
fense led by a big-name quarter- 
back. Major Harris and the 


THE INSIDE SCOOP 
The national championship 
was Notre Dame's eighth since 
the Associated Press began 
certifying the title in 1936. The 
last one was in 1977... The 12- 
0 record was the first in Notre 
Dame history. 


EYE-OPENER 

The Mountaineers never had 
an opposing team’s starting 
quarterback finish a game 
against them in 1988. How- 
ever, it was Major Harris who 
gave way to Greg James for 
the final West Virginia scoring 
drive because of a bruised 
shoulder. 


UNSUNG HERO 
Notre Dame linebacker Ned 
Bolcar took over for All-Ameri- 
can Michael Stonebreaker 
early inthe first quarter. Stone- 


Notre Dame 34, 
West Virginia 21 


NSTANT REPLAY 


Harris, hampered by a bruised shoulder and the ND defense, hit on 13 passes and ran for 31 yards. 


Mountaineers were no match 
for Notre Dame, which 


outgained West Virginia 455- 
282 yards on the day and did 
not allow a first down until 
nearly six minutes into the sec- 
ond quarter. 


breaker injured his Achilles 
making a tackle. 


HIDDEN STATISTICS 
Tony Rice threw for a ca- 
reer-high 213 yards and 
also was the game's lead- 
ing rusher with 75 ... Notre 
Dame was hit with 102 yards 
in penalties, compared to 
only 38 for the Mountain- 
eers. 


QUOTEBOOK 
« “This team is what Notre 
Dame spirit is all about.” — 
Lou Holtz. 
* “They've got to clean up 
their act. That's probably the 
worst bad-mouth team I've 
ever played.” — WVU cen- 
ter Kevin Koken. 
* “For a guy who suppos- 
edly can't throw, he (Rice) 
looked like he could pass to 
me.” — Don Nehlen. 


“They're a doggone physi- 
cal football team,” said West 
Virginia Coach Don Nehlen. 
“They were better than us on 
both sides of the ball.” 

Notre Dame quarterback 
Tony Rice stole the show from 
Harris, completing seven of 11 
passes for 213 yards and two 
touchdowns to earn the game’s 
Most Valuable Player award. 
Harris was 13 of 26 for 166 
yards, including one intercep- 


Bolcar filled in 
admirably for 
an injured 
Stonebreaker. 


tion and one touchdown. 

Rice’s only obvious mistake 
gave West Virginia a lift late in 
the third quarter, but the Irish 
defense once again came up 
with the big series to seal the 
game. Two plays after the 
Mountaineers cut the Irish lead 
to 26-13, Rice was picked off by 
Willie Edwards at Notre 
Dame’s 26-yard line. 

But Darrell Gordon stopped 
Harris fora two-yard loss, Stan 
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Smagala broke up a pass and 
Frank Stams sacked Harris fora 
12-yard setback, forcing a punt. 
The Irish then marched 80 yards 
on a drive that featured a 57- 
yard completion from Rice to 
flanker Ricky Watters and a 
three-yard jump pass to Frank 
Jacobs for the score that made it 
34-13. 

“The house was on fire and 
we had to put the fire out,” 
Stams said. “That turned the 
momentum around for us.” 

But from the time the pre- 
game festivities concluded un- 
til hundreds of Notre Dame fans 
swarmed the field in victory, 
the Irish were in control of the 
game. 

The Mountaineers ran three 
plays and punted on their first 
four possessions, and Harris 
bruised his left shoulder when 
Irish linebacker Michael Stone- 
breaker brought him down on 
the third play of the game. 

“Itaffected my scrambling,” 
said Harris, who was sacked 
three times on the day. “I think 
it affected the whole team. Our 
timing wasn’t on.” 

Notre Dame’s was. While the 
Mountaineers were stumbling, 
Rice and the Irish swept ahead 
bya16-Oscoreand never looked 
back. 

Rice hit Brown for comple- 
tions of 23 and 47 yards toset up 
the first and second touch- 
downs, respectively. Anthony 
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Johnson scored the first from 
one yard out, while Rodney 
Culver went in from the four- 
yard line for the second. 
Ismail hauled in a 29-yard 
touchdown pass in from Rice in 
the second quarter to keep the 
Irish fans on their feet and the 
remaining doubters of Rice's 


Rice ran 
for 75 
yards and 
threw for 
213 more 
to earn 
MVP 
honors. 


arm silent. 

“T knew all along that Tony 
was a great passer, but nobody 
believed me,” Ismail said. 

“If they don’t believe Tony 
Rice can throw the ball now, 
they’ll never believe.” 

Rice and the Irish madea lot 
of believers in 1988. 


Victory assured, 
George Williams 
waved to a legion of 
fans. 


SCORING 
WVU 0 BIN Let ed 
ND 9 14 3 8 34 


SUMMARY 
First Quarter 
ND: Hackett 45-yard field goal 
(4:35) 
ND: Johnson 1-yard run; run 
failed (10:26) 
Second Quarter 
ND: Culver 4-yard run; Ho kick 
(5:19) 
WVU: Baumann 29-yard field 
goal (8:42) 
ND: Ismail 29-yard pass from 
Rice; Ho kick (13:12) 
WVU: Baumann 31-yard field 
goal (15:00) 
Third Quarter 
ND: Ho 32-yard field goal (9:26) 
WVU: Bell 17-yard pass from 
Harris (11:28) 
Fourth Quarter 
ND: Jacobs 3-yard pass from 
Rice; Rice run (1:55) 
WVU: Rembert 3-yard run; 
Rembert pass from Jones (13:46) 


TEAM STATISTICS 
WwvuU 


ND 
First Downs 19 19 
Rushes-Yards 37-108 59-242 
Passing Yards 174 213 
Return Yards 25 28 
Passes 30-14-1 11-7-1 
Punts 7-45.1 4-36.8 
Fumbles-lost 0-0 2-0 
3rd Down 4-14 8-15 
Penalties 3-38 11-102 
Possession 23:17 36:43 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING: WVU: Brown 11-49, 
Tyler 2-21, Taylor 6-12, Harris 13- 
31, Napoleon 3-7, Johnson 1-5, 
Rembert 1-3. ND: Rice 13-75, 
Green 13-61, Brooks 11-35, 
Johnson 5-20, Culver 4-20, Banks 
5-12, Belles 3-10, Watters 3-5, 
Eilers 1-2, Mihalko 1-2. 
PASSING: WVU: Harris 13-26- 
166, 1 TD, 1 Int. ND: Rice 7-11- 
213, 2 TD, 1 Int. 

RECEIVING: WVU: Bell 4-44, 
Rembert 2-40, Taylor 3-34, Winn 
3-31, Brown 1-17, Tyler 1-8. ND: 
Brown 2-70, Watters 1-57, Green 
1-35, Ismail 1-29, Johnson 1-19, 
Jacobs 1-3. 

TACKLES: ND: Lyght 6, Grimm 
6, Gordon 5, Pritchett 5, Smagala 
5, Streeter 5, Zorich 4, Stams 3, 
Dahl 3, Terrell 2, Bolcar 2, 
Kowalkowski 2, Ale 1, Banks 1, 
Flannery 1, Ismail 1, Southall 1, 
Alm 1, Stonebreaker 1, Smalls 1, 
Jones 1. 


Attendance: 74,911. 
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...and what it means to the 
Notre Dame community, 


from the Bookstore to area 
Boy Scouts. 


By THERESA KELLY 


The Fighting Irish’s national champion- 
ship in football has meant a lot more to 
Notre Dame University than an addition to 
the trophy case. The excitement and inter- 
est have affected everyone from the players 
to ND graduates to the nationwide corps of 
subway alumni. 

But, being Notre Dame, the university 
itself is taking many of the changesin stride. 

“It’s tough to say what the total effect 
is,” says Mike Bobinski, the athletic depart- 
ment’s associate business manager until 
recently accepting an administrative posi- 
tion at the Naval Academy. “There is al- 
ways so much interest in Notre Dame 
anyway.” 

Says Kevin Rooney of the Undergradu- 
ate Admissions Office: “Last year, we were 
20 percent higher in applications than ever 
before; this year we're just slightly above 
that.” 

Notre Dame's athletic tradition and 
academic reputation create enough inter- 
est so that when people really get fanatical, 
the university is ready, The measurable 
impact, according to Bobinski, was in li- 
censing and merchandise sales. “We have 
acommittee monitoring the use of the Notre 
Dame name, and we met a lot more fre- 
quently than we ever expected to. Licens- 
ing has been incredibly active. The interest 
in Notre Dame is really something.” 

As a result, you can buy gold coins 
commemorating the Fiesta Bowl win, 
watches with footballs on the second hand, 
enough bumper stickers for every bumper 
in South Bend or an entire national champi- 
onship wardrobe— from socks to boxer 


The Irish and 
their fans had 
pleniy to 
cheer about 
in 1988. 


shorts to knit caps. 

“T think every manufacturer in the 
United States wants to put Notre Dame on 
a product,” Bobinskisays. “They view Notre 
Dame as a very marketable name right 
now.” 

Both the Hammes Bookstore on campus 
and the athletic department's new venture 
into merchandising have profited from the 
interest in football. “The response to that is 
far better than we expected,” says Bobinski 
of the department's merchandise sales. The 
Bookstore had the usual crowds, but also 
ran out of catalogs in January and had to 
process a huge amount of catalog orders. 

As Irish fans know, the battle for posi- 
tion in the Bookstore lines on football Sat- 
urdays is almost as difficult as battling to 
gets tickets in the first place. Notre Dame 
gets around 60,000 ticket requests a year, 
the average request for two tickets to both 
home and away games. The Irish play only 
five games at home in 1989, but the requests 
won't do anything but go up. 

Notre Dame’sathletic reputationis built 
on football, giving other sports something 
to live up to. Other Irish teams don’t mind 
that kind of pressure, and benefit from all 
the attention. 

“What it does for us is give us expo- 
sure,” says Muffet McGraw, coach of the 
Irish women’s basketball team. “Letting 
people know about the tradition is good for 
us, too. I think it helps with the parents.” 

Adds baseball coach Pat Murphy: “The 
job that Lou Holtz does is a reflection of the 
whole campus. The football program af- 

fects the way we see ourselves, how we 
handle ourselves, how proud weare when 
we leave, and how I recruit... I couldn't be 
happier.” 

The impact of the national champion- 
ship has moved out of the athletic complex 
and into the Administration Building, 
where Rooney and his admissions staff are 
accepting applications for the Class of 
1994, He reports that Notre Dame saw a 
three percent increase in the number of ap- 
plicants in 1988, which was the highest 
number ever. Notre Dame accepts about 
30 percent of all applicants; typically, 50-60 
percent of those enroll. 

“I know other universities are reporting 


declines, so maybe the national champion- 
ship helped Notre Dame not go down,” 
Rooney says. “But I don’t think there will 
be any affect on enrollment. They may be 
attracted by the football tradition, but 
winning or losing a bowl game makes no 
difference to the incoming freshmen. Stu- 
dents come to Notre Dame for other rea- 
sons.” 

Speaking of freshmen, if Notre Dame 
plans on winning more titles, Lou Holtz’s 
recruits should polish up their speaking 
skills. 

“The biggest affect I’ve seen is the in- 
crease in public appearance requests,” says 
John Heisler, ND's sports information di- 
rector. “I think we've set up something 
with every Cub Scout troop in Michiana. 
They wanta role model to talk about athlet- 
ics and academics. A lot of the players 
would be doing that anyway, but the cham- 
pionship generates interestand makes some 
people look up to them even more.” 

Of the dozens of requests, some have to 
be turned down. Groups want to fly play- 
ers in for speeches all over the country, 
which is against NCAA regulations. 

After all the attention during the season, 
the media attendance at spring drills was 
low. 

“I think it’s because there aren’t a lot of 
question marks about this team,” Heisler 
says. “If the team goes 5-6, people want to 
know if the team can be any good. In 1987, 
we had a good season, and people last 
spring wanted to know how good the team 
could be...There were a lot of questions. 

“This year, the questions aren’t there. 
The thrust of the media is ‘is there a story’ 
and this spring, there wasn’treallyastory.” 

The story of the national championship 
will be told over and over in several books 
about the 1988 season. Holtz and Heisler 
began work the day after the Fiesta Bowlon 
their combined effort, which will be out in 
August. Others are planned by Bill Bilinski 
of the South Bend Tribune and Herb Gould 
of the Chicago Sun-Times. “We did it be- 
cause the interest is there,” Heisler said. 
“These are the kinds of things that won't go 
out of date. I think they'll do wellin the fall. 
It’s souvenir-type stuff, and the interest in 
football doesn’t ever really end.” 

The interest of other members of the 
Notre Dame family never ends, either, but 
they look beyond the national title. 

“The alumni are just as proud of the 100 
percent graduation rate of the football play- 
ers as they are of the National Champion- 
ship,’ says Charles Lennon, executive di- 
rector of the Alumni Association. 

And being No. 1 can’t be beat, either. 

“You can see the results if you look all 
over campus,” Heisler says. “There are 
enough people who are interested that you 
really see a mood change at Notre Dame. 
People identify with football. It’s put them 
in a good mood. It’s more fun to be any- 
where on campus if the team is winning.” 


te 
Theresa Kelly is sports editor of The Observer, 
Notre Dame's student newspaper. 
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1988 NOTRE DAME STATISTICS 


TEAM STATISTICS 
Category ND Opp 
Total Offense 4268 3083 
Total Plays 763 723 
Yards Per Play 5.59 4.26 
Yards Per Game 388.0 280.3 
NET YARDS RUSHING 2838 1236 
Attempts 593 403 
Yards Gained 3071 1490 
Yards Lost 233 254 
Yards Per Rush 4.79 3.07 
Yards Per Game 258.0 112.4 
PASSING YARDS 1430 1847 
Attempts 170 320 
Completions 90 166 
Interceptions 9 18 
Completion Pct. 529 519 
Yards Per Attempt 8.41 5.77 
Yards Per Completion 15.9 11.1 
Yards Per Game 130.0 167.9 
Efficiency Rating 123.6 100.3 
PUNTING YARDS 1544 2441 
No. of Punts 40 63 
Yards Per Punt 38.6 38.7 
Had Blocked 0 1 
Net Punting 34.6 33.3 
PUNT RETURN YARDS 345 159 
No. of Returns 27 21 
Yards Per Return 12.8 7.6 
INTERCEPTION RET. YDS 344 55 
No. of Interceptions 18 9 
Yards Per Return 19.1 6.1 
MISC. RETURN YARDS 0 0 
TOTAL RETURN YARDS 689 214 
KICKOFF RETURN YARDS 702 1127 
No. of Returns 29 64 
Yards Per Return 24.2 17.6 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 221 181 
By Rushing 149 72 
By Passing 60 93 
By Penalty 12 16 
PENALTIES (No.-Yards) 65-621 67-538 
FUMBLES (No.-Lost) 18-13 23-16 
TOTAL TURNOVERS 22 34 
Sacks By 22-140 7-36 
38RD DOWN CONVERSIONS 71-346 51-159 
Percentage 545 550 
4TH DOWN CONVERSIONS 6-11 11-20 
Percentage 545 550 
TIME OF POSSESSION 348:00 312:00 
Per Game 31:38 28:22 
TEAM SCORING 359 135 
Points Per Game 32.6 12.3 
Touchdowns 47 14 
By Rushing 30 6 
By Passing 10 8 
By Return 7 0 
Field Goals 12-16 12-14 
PAT-Kick 37-43 13-13 
PAT-Run 2-4 0-0 
PAT-Pass 0-0 0-1 
Defense Extra Points 0-0 1-2 
SCORING BY QUARTERS 
Notre Dame 100 128 67 64-359 
Opponents 16 65 27 27-135 
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RUSHING 

Name TC Yds Avg TD LG 

Rice 12 700 5.8 9 65 
Brooks 117 667 Sy 2 52 
Green 135 646 4.8 7 40 
Johnson 69 282 41 5 22 
Culver 30 86195 6.5 3 36 
Banks 31 129 42 1 28 

Watters 30 71 2.4 0 14 
Belles 17 70 4.2 0 18 
Setzer 11 24 2.2 0 5 
Eilers 5 20 4.0 1 7 
K. Graham 8 18 2.2 0 5 
Mihalko 5 12 2.4 1 4 
P. Graham § 9 1.8 0 9 
Robb 2 9 4.5 0 6 
Jarosz 3 4 1.3 1 6 
Gatti 1 4 4.0 0 4 
Southall 1 3 3.0 0 3 
Ebert 1 -4 -4.0 0 -4 

Team 1 -21 -21.0 0 -21 

Notre Dame 593 2838 4.8 30 65 
Opponents 403 1236 3.1 6 31 

PASSING 

Name Comp-Att Pct Yds TD Int LG 
Rice 70-138 .507 1176 8 7 67 
K. Graham 16-25 640 144 0 2 22 
Belles 2-4 .500 84 2 0 50 
P. Graham 2-3 .667 26 0 O 16 
Notre Dame 90-170 529 1430 10 9 67 
Opponents 166-320 .519 1847 8 18 42 
RECEIVING 

Name Rec. Yds Avg 1D LG 
Watters 15 286 19.1 2 50 
Green 14 155 114.4 0 38 
Ismail 12 331 27.6 2 67 
Brown 12 150 12.5 3 41 
Johnson ré 128 18.3 0 28 
Brooks 7 121 17.3 2 42 
Eilers 6 66 11.0 0 15 
Banks 5 56 11.2 1 30 
Alaniz 4 74 18.5 0 26 
Mihalko 2 8 4.0 0 6 
Robb 1 15 15.0 0 15 
Jacobs 1 14 14.0 0 14 
Culver 1 10 10.0 0 10 
Jarosz 1 10 10.0 0 10 
R. Smith 1 4 4.0 0 4 
K. Graham 1 2 2.0 0 2 
Notre Dame 90 1430 15.9 10 67 
Opponents 166 1847 114 8 42 
FIELD GOALS 

Name 0-29 30-39 40-49 50+ Total 
Ho 5-6 4-5 0-1 0-0 912 
Hackett 1-1 0-0 23 0-0 3-4 
Notre Dame 6-7 4-5 2-4 0-0 12-16 
Opponents 4-5 3-3 4-5 1-1 12-14 


TOTAL OFFENSE 

Yds/ 
Name Plays Pass Rush Total Game 
Rice 259 1176 700 1876 170.5 
Brooks 117 0 667 667 66.7 
Green 135 0 646 646 58.7 
Johnson 69 0 282 282 31.3 
Culver 30 0 195 195 325 
K. Graham 34 154 tSieiz2) oH 
Belles 21 84 70, 154!) 122.0) 
Banks 31 0 129 129 18.7 
Watters 30 0 71 71 7.1 
P. Graham 7 16 9 25 6.2 
Setzer 11 0 24 24 6.0 
Eilers i 0 20 20 2.0 
Mihalko 5 0 12 12 1.7 
Satterfield 2 0 9 9 9.0 
Jarosz 3 0 4 4 2.0 
Gatti 1 0 4 4 4.0 
Southall 1 0 3 3 3.0 
Ebert 1 0 -4 -4 = =-4.0 
Team 1 0 -21 -21 -21.0 
Notre Dame 763 1430 2838 4268 388.0 
Opponents 723 1847 1236 3083 280.3 
SCORING 
Name TDR-P-Ret PAT FG Pts 
Ho 0 32-36 9-12 59 
Rice 9 (9-0-0) 1-1 0-0 56 
Green 7 (7-0-0) 0-0 0-0 42 
Johnson 5 (5-0-0) 1-1 0-0 32 
Watters 4 (0-2-2) 0-0 0-0 24 
Brooks 4 (2-2-0) 0-1 0-0 24 
Ismail 4 (0-2-2) 0-0 0-0 24 
D. Brown 3 (0-3-0) 0-0 0-0 18 
Culver 3 (3-0-0) 0-0 0-0 18 
Hackett 0 5-7 3-4 14 
Banks 2 (1-1-0) 0-0 0-0 12 
Eilers 1 (1-0-0) 0-0 0-0 6 
Jarosz 1 (1-0-0) 0-0 0-0 6 
Mihalko 1 (1-0-0) 0-0 0-0 6 
Terrell 1 (0-0-1) 0-0 0-0 6 
Stonebreaker 1 (0-0-1) 0-0 0-0 6 
Smagala 1 (0-0-1) 0-0 60-0 6 
Team 0 0-1 0-0 0 
Notre Dame 47 (30-10-7) 39-47 12-16 359 
Opponents 14 (6-8-0) 13-14 12-14 135 
PUNTING 
Name No. Yds Avg Long Bik 
Sexton 34 1322 38.9 53 0 
Hartwegger 4 159 39.8 49 0 
Connor 2 63 31.5 34 0 
Notre Dame 40 1544 38.6 53 0 
Opponents 63 2441 38.7 68 1 
PUNT RETURNS 
Name No, Yds Avg 1D LG 
Watters 19 253 13.3 2 81 
Ismail 5 72 14.4 0 38 
Eilers 3 20 6.7 0 15 
Notre Dame 27 345 12.8 2 81 
Opponents 21 159 7.6 0 40 


ALL-PURPOSE RUNNING 

Name Rush Rec PR KRTOTAL 
Ismail 0 331 72 433 #8836 
Green 646 155 0 25 826 
Brooks 667 121 0 0 788 
Rice 700 0 0 0 700 
Watters 71 286 253 42 652 
Johnson 282 128 0 27 = 437 
Banks 129 56 0 65 250 
Culver 195 10 0 0 205 
Brown 0 150 0 0 150 
Eilers 20 70 20 Oo 110 
Alaniz 0 74 0 0 74 
Belles 70 0 0 4 74 
Francisco 0 0 0 58 58 
Grimm 0 0 0 34 34 
Setzer 24 0 0 0 24 
K. Graham 18 2 0 0 20 
Mihalko 12 8 (0) 0 20 
Robb 9 11 0 0 20 
R. Smith 0 4 0 14 18 
Jarosz 4 10 0 0 14 
Jacobs 0 14 0 0 14 
P.Graham 9 0 0 0 9 
Gatti 4 0 0 0 4 
Southall 3 0 0 0 3 
Ebert -4 0 0 0 4 
Team 21 0 0 0 -21 
ND 2838 1430 345 702 5315 
Opp 1236 1847 159 1127 4369 
KICKOFF RETURNS 

Name No. Yds Avg TD LG 
Ismail 12 433 36.1 2 87 
Banks 4 65 16.2 0 22 
Francisco 3 58 19.3 0 28 
Grimm 3 34 11.2 0 15 
Watters 2 42 21.0 0 24 
Johnson 2 27 13.5 0 16 
Green 1 25 25.0 0 25 
R. Smith 1 14 14.0 0 14 
Belles 1 4 4.0 0 4 
ND 29 702 24.2 2 87 
Opponents 64 1127 17.6 0 59 
INTERCEPTION RETURNS 

Name No. Yds Avg TD LG 
Streeter 3 39 13.0 0 23 
Alm 3 8 2.7 0 5 
Terrell 2 84 42.0 1 60 
Stonebreaker 2 71 35.5 1 39 
Francisco 2 17 8.5 0 9 
Smagala 1 64 64.0 1 64 
Davis 1 31 31.0 0 31 
Ale 1 17 17.0 0 17 
Gordon 1 7 7.0 0 7 
Bolcar 1 6 6.0 0 6 
Roddy 1 0 0.0 i) ft) 
Notre Dame 18 344 19.1 3 64 
Opponents 9 55 6.1 0 22 


DEFENSE 
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Qtrbk Fumbles Bikd Passes 
Name Solo Assist Total Loss Sacks Csd. Rec Kicks Bkup _Intc 
Pritchett 54 58 112 4.4 2-19 0 2 0 2 0 
Stonebreaker 71 53 33 104 1-3 1 1 0 5 2 
Zorich 42 28 70 4-8 3.5-17 0 3 0 3 0 
Bolcar 30 27 57 4-12 1-2 0 0 0 1 1 
Stams 32 19 51 2-5 7-54 a 2 0 8 0 
Alm 28 22 50 8-25 0 2 1 0 3 3 
Streeter 29 20 49 2-7 0 1 0 0 7 3 
Williams 28 16 44 3-17 4,5-36 1 1 0 2 0 
Smagala 26 13 39 2-4 0 1 1 0 4 1 
Terrell 25 13 38 0 0 0 2 0 2 2 
Lyght 26 10 36 3-8 0 0 0 0 9 0 
Francisco 25 10 35 1-1 0 1 0 0 1 2 
Gordon uYé 8 25 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 
Ale 7 16 23 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 
Jones 9 9 18 2-3 0 1 0 0 1 0 
Southall 11 3 14 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 
Flannery 8 4 12 1-3 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Grimm 6 4 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ridgley 6 3 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kowalkowski 4 4 8 0 1-10 0 0 0 0 0 
Davis 5 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Jurkovic 3 3 6 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Dahl 3 2 5 0 1-6 0 0 0 (0) 0 
Smalls 3 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Jandric 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Roddy 2 1 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Belles 1 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Watters 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Brooks 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Alaniz 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Eilers 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Gorman 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Callan 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ismail 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
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EXTRA POINT 


WHAT’S AHEAD FOR 
HOLTZ AND THE 
FIGHTING IRISH? 


Lou Holtz has returned Notre 
Dame to the promised land of 
No. 1. The next few steps could 
be very surprising. 


Notre Dame Coach Lou Holtz could be 
called the Mr. Fix-it of college football. 

Holtz has proven he is a master crafts- 
man at rebuilding a program. He has taken 
teams at William & Mary, North Carolina 
State, Arkansas, Minnesota and Notre Dame 
and made them better. Much better atsome 
of those places. Big-time better at Notre 
Dame, where in two years his Irish went 
from 5-6 to last year’s 12-0 national champi- 
onship season. 

So the inevitable questions are now 
asked: 

Are college football followers witness- 
ing the start of another Notre Dame dy- 
nasty? 

Will Lou Holtz’s magic continue for the 
next 10 years? 

Will the Irish ever lose a game again? 

Theanswersin orderare: Maybe, proba- 
bly not and definitely. 

Under Holtz, the Irish have one of the 
best programs inthe country rightnow and 
plenty of underclassmen to keep it strong 
and sound. 

In the fall, they could be in the national 
championship hunt once again and — who 
knows? — maybe the first repeat champ 
since Alabama did so in 1979. But bet on it, 
they will lose a game from time to time in 
seasons to come, and the Wolverines of 
Michigan are hoping to be in a position to 
demonstrate that theory quickly. They meet 
the Irish in Ann Arbor on Sept. 16. 

But after the 1988 national champion- 
ship team had only six seniors in the start- 
ing lineup, hard-to-please Notre Dame fans 
will expect perfect records and a shot at 
even improving on the 1988 season. [roni- 
cally, improvementis indeed possible. With 
the Irish’s date with Virginia in the Kickoff 
Classic on Aug. 31, they now have the 
opportunity to finish 13-0. 
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By BILL MOOR 


Holtz has thrived in the Notre Dame pressure-cooker. 


Heading into his fourth year, Holtz 
doesn’t need those kind of expectations 
hanging over his head. “I talked to Ara 
(Parseghian) and Dan (Devine) both before 
and after the Fiesta Bowl,”’ said Holtz of the 
two former Notre Dame coaches who also 
won national championships in their third 
years. “And after we won our champion- 
ship, both of them, in essence, said to me, 
‘Way to foul up a good job.’ ” 

In other words, a national champion- 
ship is hard to duplicate. Football coaches 
know this much better than football fans. 

Every national championship has to have 
some luck with its heroics. The Irish had 
their share with seven home games, few 
key injuries and the ability to survive close 
calls against both Michigan and Miami. 

The Irish also are lucky to have Holtz. 
For how long remains to be seen. He always 
has been great at turning around a pro- 
gram. Staying around a program for long is 
a different story. 

Including his jobs as an assistant coach 
and his 13-game tenure with the New York 
Jets in 1976, Notre Dame is his 11th coach- 
ing stop. One Minnesota writer even la- 
beled him the “Wandering Lou” during his 
two-year stint with the Gophers. 

Holtz is notone to gather dust. Heseems 
to like the challenge of a new beginning. 
And even though Holtz has always admit- 
ted that Notre Dame was the one place he 
always wanted to coach, there is the possi- 
bility that he might not stay much beyond 
his five-year contract that ends after the 
1990 season. 

So chances are that a Notre Dame dy- 
nasty will need a new driver ina few years 
(hence, the “probably not” answer noted 
earlier). There are other reasons for that 
possibility, too. 

There is not a more pressure-packed job 


in college sports — maybe all of sports — 
than the head coaching job at Notre Dame. 
Holtz, a skinny guy by all measures, still 
lost eight pounds during the 1988 season. 
His pants didn’t even fit him. But he fit the 
bill for the Irish. Pounds weren't all that he 
sacrificed. 

“All my life, I’ve tried to pack too much 
into my schedule,” he said. “But here at 
Notre Dame, especially after last season — 
[haven't had a chance to catch my breath.’’ 

Like Parseghian — who wore clip-on 
ties and slip-on loafers to save time — 
before him, Holtz has his own such habits, 
including wearing his watch soits face is on 
the inside of his wrist and always within 
view. 

Meanwhile, almostall of his time is taken. 
Everyone wants a piece of him while he 
tries to stay in one piece. 

“One of my worries is that I become a 
shallow person,” Holtz said. “My letters 
are getting shorter, my conversations more 
brief. I used to be able to regroup with one 
day on a golf course — especially if I was 
having a good day and my playing partner 
was having a bad one. [haven't been able to 
do that much, though.” 

He rarely relives his past accomplish- 
ments, including the national champion- 
ship. “We have a key phrase that states, 
‘What's important now,’ “ Holtz noted. 
“Never in the last few months have we 
decided that taking time to savor the na- 
tional championship was the important 
thing to do.” 

After all, there always will be another 
title to win. 

That’s always the goal — and the pres- 
sure —at Notre Dame. & 


Bill Moor is sports editor of the South Bend 
Tribune. 


Official University of Notre Dame Watch 


Try 


A Seiko Quartz timepiece sponsored by the Notre Dame Alumni 
Association. Featuring a richly detailed three-dimensional re-creation 
of the Official Notre Dame Seal on the 14 kt. gold-finished dial. Elec- 
tronic quartz movement guaranteed accurate to within fifteen seconds 
per month. 

The leather strap wrist watches are $200 each; and the pocket watch 
with matching chain is $230. There is a $5.75 shipping and handling 
charge for each watch ordered. On shipments to Pennsylvania only, 
purchasers should add 6% state sales tax. 


To order by American Express, MasterCard, or Visa, please call 
toll-free 1-800-523-0124 (Pennsylvania residents only should call 
1-800-367-5248). All callers should ask for operator 1254K. Calls 
are accepted weekdays from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Eastern Time. To order 
by mail, write to: University of Notre Dame Alumni Association, c/o 
P.O. Box 511, Wayne, PA 19087 and include check, or money order, 
payable to Official Notre Dame Watch. Credit card orders can also 
be sent by mail — please include full account number and expiration 
date. Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. db 1989 


Illustration enlarged. Actual diameters of watches are as follows: pocket watch 1-'4", men’s wrist I-74’, and ladies’ wrist "¢ 
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